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Spin-boson model under dephasing: Markovian versus non-Markovian dynamics
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The spin-boson model, describing a two-level system coupled to a bosonic bath, is extensively studied as a
paradigmatic dissipative quantum system, exhibiting rich dynamical behavior and even a localization transition
in the strong coupling regime. Here, we additionally consider dephasing as a source of Markovian dissipation
on top of the non-Markovian dynamics due to an Ohmic bath, and investigate the dynamics of the spin. We
show that the characteristic frequency of the spin dynamics, while strongly renormalized by the bosonic bath,
changes in a simple fashion (or does not change at all) with dephasing. To obtain these results, we develop an
exact nonperturbative method known as the stochastic Schrodinger equation, mimicking the Ohmic bath via a
stochastic magnetic field combined with the Lindblad quantum master equation due to dephasing, which allows
us to numerically compute the dynamics. Furthermore, we derive weak-coupling analytic results utilizing the
well-known noninteracting blip approximation. Our findings are relevant to quantum simulation of the spin-
boson model in the regime of strong coupling in trapped ions and circuit QED architectures among others.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A quantum impurity coupled to a bath defines a paradig-
matic problem in quantum many-body physics. It leads to
emergent phenomena ranging from the Anderson orthogo-
nality catastrophe [1] and the x-ray edge problem [2] to the
resistivity upturn in the Kondo problem [3]. Furthermore, the
paradigm of the quantum impurity model provides a power-
ful computational approach to strongly correlated many-body
systems via dynamical mean field theory [4]. In general, cou-
pling to the surrounding environment entangles the impurity
with the degrees of freedom in the environment and leads to
dissipative dynamics. Maintaining the coherence in qubits in
spite of the coupling to environment is a fundamental chal-
lenge in quantum computation and simulation.

A widely studied quantum impurity problem is the so-
called spin-boson model (also intimately related to the Kondo
physics) where a two-level spin is coupled to a bath consist-
ing of many bosonic degrees of freedom usually considered
as an infinite collection of harmonic oscillators [5]. The
coupling between the spin and the bath can be fully charac-
terized by the bath spectral function J(w). For an Ohmic bath
characterized by J(w) ~ aw, the spin-boson model exhibits
distinct phenomena depending on the coupling o between the
spin and the bath such as (underdamped) coherent oscilla-
tions (0 < o < 1/2), incoherent damping (1/2 < o < 1), and
a delocalized-to-localized quantum phase transition (o > 1)
[5]. A characteristic feature of the spin-boson model is the
strong renormalization of the underdamped oscillations due
to the coupling to the Ohmic bath when 0 < o« < 1/2. The
strong coupling regime in the spin-boson model has been
recently realized in superconducting quantum circuits [6,7].

While the spin-boson model was originally introduced in
the domain of condensed matter physics, there are various
proposals realizing this model in quantum simulation plat-
forms. In particular, ultrastrong coupling of an artificial atom
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to an electromagnetic continuum—mimicking the bath—has
been recently observed in superconducting circuits [6,8,9].
Beside superconducting qubits [6,10], trapped ions [11,12]
and cold atoms [13] have also emerged as versatile platforms
for realizing the spin-boson model; more generally, models
where one or many spins are coupled to a single or several
bosonic modes have been realized or proposed in a wide
range of platforms [14-20]. Quantum simulation in many such
platforms relies on driving the system to engineer an effective
Hamiltonian in the rotating frame. A regime of immense
interest is where an (ultra)strong coupling between a two-level
system and the bosonic environment is achieved.

Quantum simulation thus provides an attractive alternative
for exploring quantum impurity problems [21]. However, un-
wanted dissipation, for example, the noise in lasers, cannot
be avoided in these platforms [22]. This unwanted feature
should be contrasted with the desired dissipation due to the
coupling to the bosonic bath: the former may be approximated
as Markovian and typically results from weak coupling to
an environment, while the latter is desired in the regime of
strong coupling, and is therefore non-Markovian by nature.' A
timely question is then how the quantum characteristics—
from coherent oscillations to a localization transition—of the
spin-boson model are affected in the presence of the unavoid-
able Markovian dissipation. And how should one describe the
competition between Markovian and non-Markovian dynam-
ics? A challenge presents itself immediately: In the presence
of the drive and Markovian dissipation in quantum simulation
platforms, the resulting spin-boson model is inherently driven-
dissipative. That is, the system will not be in its ground state
even if the bosonic modes are at zero temperature, but will

'In this paper, we consider a specific notion of Markovianity in
the sense that the dynamics can be described by a set of Lindblad
operators.
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instead approach a nonequilibrium steady state as the result of
the competition between drive, dissipation, and the coupling
to the bosonic bath. These questions have been investigated
recently in mean-field Dicke-type models [23-26]; however,
a strongly interacting spin-boson model poses a formidable
challenge. To this end, a relatively large toolbox has been
developed to tackle this problem based on Bethe ansatz [27]
and perturbative methods [28] as well as the widely used
noninteracting blip approximation (NIBA) [5,29], functional-
integral approaches [5], renormalization group [30], and,
more recently, tensor-network methods [31-35]. Addition-
ally, several stochastic methods have been developed such
as Liouville-von Neumann equations [36,37] and quantum
state diffusion [38,39]. Specifically in the case of an Ohmic
bath, a stochastic Schrodinger-like equation (SSE) [40] is con-
structed, which enjoys rapid convergence while being exact.

In this paper, we investigate the dynamics of the spin-boson
model coupled to an Ohmic bath with 0 < « < 1/2 while
subject to Markovian dissipation. Specifically, we investigate
how the underdamped oscillations and their characteristic
renormalized frequency are affected in the presence of the
Markovian bath. We consider dephasing along different axes
as the primary source of Markovian loss. For dephasing
along the axis of the spin-only Hamiltonian (decoupled from
bosonic modes), we find that the characteristic frequency is
barely dependent on Markovian dissipation, underscoring its
robustness against dissipation. For dephasing along the axis
set by coupling to the bosonic bath, we find that the frequency
decreases with dissipation in a simple fashion, and that the
dynamics becomes overdamped at large values of dephasing.

We obtain the above results by a combination of a nu-
merically exact method based on a nonperturbative SSE as
well as the widely used NIBA [5,29]. The former method is
based on a reparametrization of the spin configuration in the
path integral combined with the influence functional of the
spin-bath coupled system [40]. We simplify, adapt, and extend
the method pioneered in Ref. [40] to the case of Markovian
(on top of non-Markovian) dissipation. As a complementary
approach, we derive analytical results based on NIBA, which
provides a weak-coupling approximation in the context of the
spin-boson model.

The structure of this paper is as follows. In Sec. II, we intro-
duce the spin-boson model in the presence of the Markovian
dissipation. We derive the SSE for the dynamics in Sec. III and
provide the numerically exact results in Sec. IV. In Sec. V, we
provide the analytical results from the NIBA in the presence
of Markovian dissipation, and show excellent agreement with
the numerically exact results. We also discuss and interpret
our results in this section. Finally, in Sec. VI, we summarize
our findings and remark on interesting future directions. We
present our simplified derivation of the SSE in Appendix A
and a detailed derivation of the NIBA in Appendix B.

II. SPIN-BOSON MODEL UNDER MARKOVIAN LOSS

In this section, we introduce the main model. Let us first
consider the paradigmatic spin-boson model describing a two-
level system S coupled to an infinite number of noninteracting
bosons denoted by B. The system-bath model is described by

the Hamiltonian H:

A 1o +
_ Z T z Z i
H = EOX + ~ (,()kbkbk + E k )"k(bk + bk) (1)

We denote the three terms on the right-hand side by Hs, Hp,
and Hgp representing the system, the bath, and the linear
coupling between the two, respectively. The effective cou-
pling between the spin and the bath depends on wy and A,
and is fully characterized by the spectral function defined as
J(@) =1 Y, M8(w — wy). Specifically, for an Ohmic bath,
the spectral function is given by

J(w) = 2mawe™ 2)

where the interaction parameter o controls the properties of
the spin and w, is the frequency cutoff of the bath. In this
paper, we consider an Ohmic bath with 0 < o < 1/2. It is
well-known that, in this regime, the spin exhibits damped
oscillations at a frequency

A= AA /o), (3)

which is strongly renormalized by the coupling to the Ohmic
bath and exhibits a universal dependence on «, a feature that
is intimately related to the Kondo physics [5]. Notice that A,
is smaller than the bare value A because spin transitions are
suppressed in the presence of a cloud of bath modes [40]. We
emphasize that the bosonic bath considered above constitutes
a non-Markovian bath, in general, since the coupling is gen-
erally of the same order as the energy scales of the system.
Additionally, the spectral function varies significantly with
frequency. This is in contrast to a Markovian environment,
which is frequency independent at the relevant optical fre-
quencies.

Now motivated by the quantum simulation proposals for
the spin-boson model, we also consider Markovian dissipa-
tion due to environmental sources of noise. The resulting
dynamics is more generally governed by a quantum master
equation [41,42] as

dp@t)
dr

. o
—ilH.p]+ Y [LMpL; —5WiLup+ pLLLM)],
m

“)
where H is the Hamiltonian defined in Eq. (1), and L,s
describe different types of Lindblad operators characterizing
Markovian dissipation. In this paper, we consider two ex-
amples of Markovian dissipation: dephasing Lgp, = «/Fd,oz
and depolarization L, = v/T'y0,. While depolarization is com-
monly referred to as a quantum channel where the Block
sphere contracts uniformly, here we have used it to refer
to dephasing along the x direction. These Lindblad opera-
tors could result, for example, from the laser noise. More
precisely, consider a noisy field in the Hamiltonian, H —
H + B(t)o, mimicking laser fluctuations. Assuming that this
term is rapidly fluctuating, it can be considered as white noise,
B(t)B(t') = I';8(t —t’). It is then easy to see that the above
quantum master equation is recovered for the noise-averaged
density matrix with L = /T,0. [43]. A Lindblad operator
L ~ o, could emerge on similar grounds. These types of noise
are ubiquitous in quantum simulation platforms where the
spin-boson model can be realized. In this respect, H should
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be interpreted as the Hamiltonian in the rotating frame; for
example, see Refs. [11,12] for drive schemes where the above
dynamics is realized in trapped ions. The driven nature of
the model is thus disguised in the rotating frame. An alter-
native perspective is to consider the Hamiltonian Hy = %ox
as the system Hamiltonian, while the two (Markovian and
non-Markovian) baths are mutually out of equilibrium. This
is conceptually similar to a system coupled to two baths at
different chemical potentials, resulting in a nonequilibrium
steady state [44].

In this paper, we investigate the interplay of coherent
dynamics, coupling to the bosonic modes, and Markovian
dissipation. In particular, we investigate if and how the renor-
malized frequency in Eq. (3) changes in the presence of
Markovian dissipation. We show that, rather surprisingly, the
frequency is unaffected by depolarization even at moderate
values of ['y; in contrast, the frequency decreases in the pres-
ence of dephasing and the dynamics becomes overdamped at
sufficiently large values of I'y. To this end, we first develop a
nonperturbative method to exactly simulate the dynamics.

III. STOCHASTIC SCHRODINGER EQUATION

In this section, we introduce a nonperturbative technique
for an exact numerical solution of the dynamics via the SSE
method. A similar approach has been developed for the spin-
boson model in the absence of Markovian bath [40]; see
also Ref. [45]. We first provide a brief introduction of this
method for the standard spin-boson model before considering
Markovian loss.

A first step is to vectorize the density matrix via [i)(j| —
lij) = |i) ® |j). The Hamiltonian dynamics can be then ex-
pressed as

Ip(0)) = e =1 p(0)), (5)

where we have defined H* = H @ land H' =T @ H' .

In a convenient basis, where o, as well as b; and bz
(in the number basis) are real, we have H = H* = H. We
further assume that at time 7z = O the bath is at the in-
verse temperature B and is decoupled from the spin which
is initially in a state given by the density matrix p5(0).
Hence, the initial density matrix of the system plus bath
is p(0) = ps(0) ® e A5 /Trg(e~PHF). In the vectorized form,
the initial density matrix is then given by

_ 1ps0) ® e
PO = ©)

We then trace out the bath degrees of freedom to find the
reduced density matrix of the spin, ps(t) = Trg(p(¢)). In
our vectorized notation, the latter density matrix is given by
lps) = (Iglp(t)), where {(Iz| is the vectorized form of the
identity matrix corresponding to the bath. We can thus write

los(®)) = (Isle ™ 1| p(0)). (7)

The bath degrees of freedom can be traced out exactly
in an elegant fashion using the Feynman-Vernon formal-
ism [46,47]. The resulting influence functional comes with
nontrivial kernels that involve long-range coupling between
the spin variables at different times. Assuming an Ohmic

bath and w. > A, the kernel corresponding to the retarded
(causal) component becomes local in time, while the kernel
corresponding to the quantum fluctuations of the bosonic bath
can be dealt with using a Hubbard-Stratonovich transforma-
tion [48,49]. The result is the SSE that can be efficiently
simulated in the limit 0 < @ < 1/2 and large w,.. We refer the
interested reader to Appendix A for details, and just quote the
expression for the state at time #:

= dx 2 .ot
— m 7xm/2Tt —i [y dsot (s) 0. ]
los(0)) ml_l()/ o e los(0)).  (8)

Here, T, denotes time ordering, and the matrix <7 (¢) is given
by (in the o, basis)

o -3 % 0
oI e L S IS
%eﬂna 0 —h(t) _%emot ’
A A
0 L 0

with the function A(¢) defined as

o0 Gm
he) =Y x| (). (10)
m=0

Here, G,, and v,,(¢) are known variables and functions de-
fined in Appendix A. Notice that 4(f) mimics a stochastic
longitudinal field as the coefficients x,, are drawn from a nor-
mal distribution. The expression in Eq. (8) can be computed
by solving a time-dependent Schrodinger equation as

d
V@) = —id ()Y (1)), an

where |/) represents the state of a four-level system.

In practice, the integral over x, is performed by sam-
pling from a normal distribution [40]. For each realization,
we generate Xxo, X1, ..., X, » Which we may truncate at the
order muy,x, compute A(¢) defined in Eq. (10), which is then
substituted in Eq. (11) to solve for |y (¢)) as a function of
time. Finally, we take the arithmetic average of |y (f)) over
different realizations, which yields the vectorized density ma-
trix |ps(¢)) = |¥(¢)), with the bar indicating the average over
different realizations.

Solving the SSE allows us to compute quantities of inter-
est; for example, (1|ps()|1) = (11]ps) = ¥1(2),1s given by
the first component of the vector |y (¢)) upon averaging over
different realizations. We will be particularly interested in the
expectation value of o, which is given by

(0:(1)) = 2yn (1) — 1. 12)

Finally, we remark that our derivation of the SSE (see
Appendix A) is rather simple compared to the more involved
approach in the literature [40].

Next, we consider Markovian dissipation which can be
naturally and simply incorporated into the SSE. Let us first
recall that the evolution of the density matrix of the systems
plus bath in the presence of Markovian dissipation is governed
by the Lindblad master equation in Eq. (4). A first step then is
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to vectorize this equation as

d
Elp(t))) =Zlp@)),

. 1 .
where ¢ =—iHQI-IQ®H")+) [LM QL — S ULy @I +1 @LZL;)}, (13)
1%
where we consider dephasing Lgyn = \/F(,)az as well as depolarization L, = «/anx. The Hamiltonian involves the bosonic bath
which should be traced out systematically. On the other hand, the Markovian dissipation in the last line of the above equation is
simply a superoperator that acts only on the spin. Therefore, the same steps leading to the SSE in Eq. (11) can be adapted
to the full dynamics simply by adding the dissipative superoperator to the matrix 7. The result is a stochastic Schrodinger

equation governed by the evolution operator

—il, 0 0 il
0 —i(Ty+2r T, 0
=0+ : iT, » —i(F:+2F¢) 0 (14)
il"x 0 O _lFx

A sum over different realizations of the stochastic field is
conducted to compute expectations values of observables of
interest. With the Ising symmetry, both the model and the
formalism bear resemblance to a driven-dissipative quantum
Ising model that have been studied recently using a quantum-
to-classical mapping [50].

IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In this section, we use the SSE to numerically simulate
the dynamics of a spin coupled to an Ohmic bath as well as
a Markovian bath at temperature 7 = 0. To benchmark our
method, we first consider the spin dynamics in the absence
of Markovian dissipation. In particular, we verify that the
spin exhibits underdamped oscillations at the renormalized
frequency given by Eq. (3). To compute the dynamics us-
ing the SSE approach, we have included 10000 and 50 000
realizations of the stochastic field for dephasing and depo-
larization, respectively. We start from the initial state |1) (in
the o, basis), take the tunneling rate A = 2 and a large cutoff
o, = 100 where the SSE is applicable. The expectation value
(0,(t)) is then computed from Egs. (11) and (9), and 12;
we use the fourth-order Runge-Kutta method [51] to solve
the time-dependent Schrédinger equation. In Fig. 1, we show
(0,(¢)) in the absence of Markovian dissipation. In the top
panel of Fig. 1, we find underdamped oscillations for different
values of @ = 0.05 — 0.35 and show that the frequency of
oscillations is the same in units of A,. We also consider the
quality factor Q/y, where © (y) is the frequency (decay
rate) of (o,(¢)). In the lower panel of Fig. 1, we contrast
this factor computed from the SSE against the exact result
(obtained from conformal field theory [52]), and find excellent
agreement.

We now switch on the Markovian dissipation. In Fig. 2,
we show (o0,(¢)) as a function of time for both depolariza-
tion (upper panel) and dephasing (lower panel). We make
the following observations. For depolarization (i.e., dephas-
ing along the x direction), the dynamics decays faster, but
interestingly the frequency is barely dependent on the dissi-
pation strength and is just set by the (non-Markovian) Ohmic
bath. This can also be viewed as a kind of robustness against

(

depolarization. This behavior suggests a nonrenormalization
of the frequency by the Markovian dissipation. On the other
hand, the dephasing channel not only changes the decay rate,
but clearly changes the frequency of oscillations as well. In
fact, for sufficiently large I'y, we find a transition into over-
damped dynamics.

To gain a better analytical understanding of the dynamics
in the presence of Markovian dissipation, we perform a weak-
coupling perturbative approach, widely known as the NIBA,
in the next section.

V. NONINTERACTING BLIP APPROXIMATION

In this section, we compute (o,(¢)) for different types
of Markovian dissipation using NIBA, which is effectively
a weak-coupling approximation that correctly produces the
renormalized frequency and quality factor of the spin-boson
model for an Ohmic bath [29]. In this section, we employ and
extend the methodology of NIBA to the spin-boson model
in the presence of Markovian dissipation. To illustrate this
method, we first consider the spin-boson model with the spin
subject to dephasing. The dynamics in our vectorized notation
is given by

d
7 1PO) = Zlp@)), 15)

where the Liouvillian
(using H = HT)

superoperator is given by

L =—i[HRI—I®H]+T'y(0, @0, —I). (16)

We then apply a polaron transformation [53] via the
unitary operator % = exp(—io;B) ® exp(—io,B) with B =
i3, O/ )(b] — by) to obtain’

P =—ilAQI—I®H]+Ty(0.®0.—1),  (I7)

2Upon vectorization, the unitary transformation becomes U o
U' — U ® U*. Since U = exp(—io.B) is purely real, we have % =
U®U.
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FIG. 1. Top panel: Magnetization (o,(¢)) as a function of time
in units of A;! without Markovian dissipation at different & using
SSE method; we have taken w. = 100 and A = 2.0. Bottom panel:
Quality factor ©2/y as a function of « using the SSE. We compare
the SSE results against the exact relation (dashed line). For this plot,
we have taken m,, = 8000 and included 50000 realizations.

where H = A(o,cosB —oysinB)/2+ Y, a)kb',[bk. Notice
that the coupling term is now removed but at the ex-
pense of the modified form of the first term. We can then
write the following equations of motion for o,, oy, and o,
(in the transformed basis) as

d

on = —Ao;sinB —2lyo,,

d

-0 = —Ao;cos B —2T 40y, (18)
d

EUZ = A(oycos B + o, sinB).
Next, we solve for o,(¢) exactly and then take the average
over the Ohmic bath assuming that the spin and the bath are

uncoupled. We find
d t
o= / dse T F( )oY, (19)
0

where f(t —s) = A?/2(ePDe B L Hel). It is conve-
nient to solve this equation using the Laplace trans-
form f(#) — f(1) where, in a slight abuse of notation,

r,=01— 05—
1.0 —
03— 1.3
04— 15—
S

06— 41 6 & 10
t
1.0
F¢:0.1—0.5—
02— 10—
05 03— 1.3
= 04— 15—
K
L ool
R U R R R
t

FIG. 2. Magnetization (o,(t)) as function of time in the pres-
ence of Markovian dissipation using the SSE method; we have set
o = 0.1. Top and bottom panels represent (o.(¢)) in the presence
of depolarization and dephasing, respectively. Markovian dissipation
leads to a faster decay in both cases, although the frequency remains
unchanged under depolarization only.

we use the same symbol for the Laplace-transformed
functions. Upon this transformation, we have f(A)=
Acir(Aeir/A)' ™2 where we have defined A.y = [I'(1 —
2a) cos(ma)] 2D A(A Jw,)¥/1 =9, with T'(x) the gamma
function. The solution for the above equation together with
the initial condition (o,(t = 0)) = 1 becomes

(4 2Ty)!~2

o.(A)) = .
(o= (1)) )L()L_i_zrd))l—z:x_l_Agf;Za

(20)

Taking the inverse Laplace transform of (o,(¢)), we then find
the dynamics of the spin in real time as

e)“t()q + 2F¢) e)‘zt()\z + 2F¢)

t = Pil’l E)
(o) =51 — @)+ 2T, 2 —a)42r,
(2D
where A, are the two solutions of
AL+ 20) 2 + A = 0. (22)

The last term in Eq. (21) is a contribution from the branch
cut in Eq. (20). In the absence of Markovian dissipation, Pj,c
decays as a power law in time, and becomes dominant at
long times, therefore NIBA does not give the correct result
in this limit. However, Py ~ exp(—2I'4?) decays exponen-
tially under dephasing (see Appendix B), and NIBA correctly
captures the qualitative behavior of (o,(¢)) at all times. There-
fore, the first two terms in Eq. (21) determine the nature of
the dynamics depending on the eigenvalues A . Let us first
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[y =018SE — 1
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Fit = -

FIG. 3. Magnetization (o, (¢)) as a function of time in the pres-
ence of dephasing. The left and right panels represent « = 0.1 and
o = 0.2, respectively. Solid (blue), dotted (green), and dashed (red)
lines are computed using SSE, NIBA, and a fit of the SSE results to
(o,(t)) = Ag cos(Q2t + ¢p)e"". We find SSE in excellent agreement
with the NIBA and the fit to underdamped dynamics.

consider the spin-boson model without Markovian dissipation
by setting I'y, = 0. In this case, the two eigenvalues become
A12 = —yo £ i, resulting in underdamped dynamics with
the decay rate y and frequency $2¢; the subscript 0 denotes
the absence of Markovian dissipation. With I'y = 0, we re-
cover 2 = A sin[7 /(2 — 2«)] consistent with Eq. (3) for
small o [40]. Turning on the Markovian dissipation, these
eigenvalues and the nature of the dynamics could change. In
Fig. 3, we plot the numerically exact dynamics governed by
the SSE for different values of dephasing rate I'y as well as «
and contrast the results against the NIBA prediction. We find
an excellent agreement between the two. We also observe that
the dynamics becomes overdamped at sufficiently large I'.
This feature too can be reproduced from the NIBA.

To make an even more quantitative comparison between
the SSE and NIBA, we also extract the frequency and the
decay rate directly from the SSE by fitting the dynamics to
the function (o, (¢)) = Ag cos(2t + ¢p) exp(—yt). Indeed, we
find excellent agreement between the exact SSE, the above fit
and the NIBA in all cases involving dephasing. Extracting the
decay rate y and frequency 2 from this fit, we show these
parameters in Fig. 5 and contrast them with the prediction of
the NIBA. Most notably, we observe a clear transition from
underdamped to overdamped dynamics at sufficiently large

a‘:O‘.l

I, =0.1SSE=— |
NIBA ==+ ]
Fit ==

(o2(1))

FIG. 4. Magnetization (o,(¢)) as function of time in the presence
of depolarization. The left and right panels represent @ = 0.1 and
o = 0.2, respectively. Solid (blue), dotted (green), and dashed (red)
lines are computed using SSE, NIBA, and a fit of the SSE results to
(o,(t)) = Ag cos(Q2t + ¢p)e~"". We find SSE in excellent agreement
with the NIBA and the fit to underdamped dynamics.

I'y. In fact, we find that the dependence of the frequency 2
on I'y is quantitatively consistent with the function

Q~,/Q2 -T2 (23)

We recall that Q2 is the oscillation frequency in the absence
of Markovian dissipation (although it depends on «). We can
also fit the dissipation approximately to

Yy v+ Ty, (24)

where yy is again the effective decay rate in the absence of
Markovian dissipation.

Next we consider the depolarization channel. We refer the
reader to Appendix B for details and just quote the final result
from the NIBA:

e)tlt()‘-l + Fx)
A +To+ A —=20)(A +2I7)
e (hy + T,
n (A2 ) .
A2+ T+ (1 =2a)(A2 +2I0)

{0:(1)) =

IDinC ’ (25)

where A , are the two solutions of

(42000 4T 2+ A2 = 0. (26)
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FIG. 5. Frequency 2 and decay rate y obtained from the SSE and
NIBA as a function of the dissipation strength. The top panels depict
Q2 and y in the presence of dephasing. SSE and NIBA results are
in excellent agreement. The frequency is very well described by the
fit @ = v AZ; — I';; see the dashed-dotted line. The bottom panels
depict 2 and y in the presence of depolarization. The frequency Q2
obtained from the SSE barely depends on I',.

In Fig. 4, we show NIBA vs SSE in the presence of depolar-
ization, and again find an excellent agreement. It can be shown
that the last term in Eq. (25) decays exponentially Py ~
exp(—I'y¢). This term must be included to ensure (o;) = 1
at + = 0, but it can be ignored at intermediate or long times
as it is suppressed exponentially. We remark that Eq. (25) is
derived in a perturbative fashion in I';. In this case too, the
dynamics is generally characterized by a frequency €2 and
an effective decay rate y. Unlike the dephasing, however,
we find that the frequency changes only slightly with the
rate of depolarization. Indeed, the dynamics appears to be
underdamped regardless of the depolarization rate, although
it will decay more quickly for large dissipation (cf. Fig. 2).
For a quantitative comparison, we also plot the frequency 2
extracted from the SSE, and contrast that against the NIBA
prediction in Fig. 5. We find good agreement for 2 at small
dissipation rate I'y and an overall good agreement for y in
the entire range considered. We, however, observe that the
NIBA prediction deviates from the exact SSE at larger values
of Iy, which might be expected given the perturbative nature
of Eq. (25). We can approximately fit the frequency and the
decay rate as a function of I, as

Q~Qy, y&y+3L/2. (27

Before ending this section, an interpretation of its main
results is in order. We recall that, in the absence of any
Markovian dissipation, the spin (o, (¢)) exhibits underdamped
dynamics at the frequency €2p and with the decay rate yy,
both depending nontrivially on the coupling to the Ohmic bath
«. As we turn on the Markovian dissipation, these character-
istic frequency and time scales change in a simple fashion;
cf. 23, (24), and (27). The behavior for dephasing, for ex-
ample, is reminiscent of an effective single-spin dynamics

characterized by a Rabi frequency €2y and the dephasing rate
I'y. This would reproduce the frequency and the decay rate
in Egs. (23) and (24), assuming that yy < I'y; however, this
interpretation is not entirely correct since it doesn’t capture
the full aspects of the dynamics [54]. Similarly, the behavior
in Eq. (27) might suggest an effective dynamics characterized
by depolarization and the Rabi frequency €2¢. This would
be consistent with the fact that the frequency is almost in-
dependent of the depolarization rate. However, the effective
depolarization rate would be I'eiy = 3T, /4, which is smaller
than the intrinsic dissipation rate I',. Interestingly, this sug-
gests that the depolarization rate is effectively reduced due
to the coupling to the bosonic bath. We emphasize again that
this picture is incomplete since it would not correctly describe
the dynamics more generally. In general, the coupling to the
bosonic bath generates non-Markovian dynamics which can-
not be mimicked by an effective Markovian master equation.

VI. SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK

In this paper, we have considered the dynamics of a single
spin coupled to an Ohmic bath at zero temperature with the
coupling strength 0 < o < 1/2 and a large cutoff w, as well
as a Markovian bath inducing depolarization or dephasing. We
have studied the dynamics using a nonperturbative approach
known as the SSE valid in the regime of interest. Furthermore,
we have derived analytic results based on the NIBA to gain
insight into our exact numerical results. We have shown that
NIBA is in excellent agreement with the SSE. Our results in-
dicate that, under depolarization, the characteristic frequency
of the spin oscillations is approximately unchanged from its
renormalized value for a given «, showing a kind of robustness
against dissipation. On the other hand, dephasing changes the
frequency, albeit in a simple fashion, and eventually renders
the dynamics overdamped at large dissipation rates.

The results obtained in this paper hint at a simple picture
where the renormalized spin interacts with the Markovian
dissipation in a simple way. While an effective single-spin
dynamics cannot describe the full dynamics, it is worthwhile
finding an effective picture that consistently explains the
main features. An interesting future direction is to identify
to what extent the conclusions of this paper extend to more
general settings where o > 1/2 and the cutoff frequency is
not restricted to large values. It is particularly interesting to
determine the existence or destruction of the localization tran-
sition in the presence of Markovian dissipation [55,56]. These
questions will have practical consequences for the emergent
quantum simulation platforms that aim to simulate spin-boson
models and yet unavoidably come with intrinsic dissipation
due to the unwanted coupling to the environment.
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APPENDIX A: STOCHASTIC SCHRODINGER EQUATION

We express the density matrix of the system plus bath in a
Trotterized form as

lo@)) = e

—iHHDS = IHHDN | )

N times

(AD)

where N =1t /6t and |p(0))) is initial density matrix of the
system plus bath. We also assume that at time ¢ = 0 the system
and the bath are decoupled, and take

0 BHp
p(0)) = |0s(0)) ? le” »’

(A2)

where § is the inverse temperature and Z = Trg(e PHe). Tt
should be noted that while our focus is on 7' = 0 in the main
text, we present a more general derivation that is valid at any
finite temperature. At zero temperature, the density matrix of
the bath is simply the vacuum. We then insert at the time slice
n in Eq. (A1) the identity superoperator .#58 which acts on
the system plus bath as

I8 = g5 78, (A3)
where .#5 and .#%8 are the identity superoperators for the
system and the bath, respectively,

=Y loy o) (or. onl.

(o)

(A4)

where |0“/ Iy represents eigenstates of o, that is, ozla"/ hy =
oo ’) In principle, we can also define the identity super-
operator for bosonic operators in terms of coherent states, but
we do not need it for our calculations.
The system density matrix |pg(¢))) is expressed by tracing
out the bath degrees of freedom as

los@)) = (Islp(1))),

where the identity superket |I)) is the vectorized form of the
bath identity matrix.

By using Eqgs. (A1) and (A3) to (AS), the density matrix of
the system in Trotterized form can be expressed as

los@) =Y (sl -

a

X ((ol"o{e_’(m —H"% | ,0(0))),

(A5)

1| —i(H"—H")st 1
’02 02))((02”02|e ! ’01"01))
(A6)
where & indicates the collections of all {o”/ 1. For 8t — 0, we
can use the Trotter-Suzuki decomposition as

e—i(H"—HI )8t —i(H¥—H})st e—i(H;;+H§B—H,§—HS’B)az eﬁ(azz).

Using this identity, Eq. (A5) can then be expressed as
los(2))

= lim
§t—(0 =
g

x (030, |e_i(H§_H§)8’ |loto{ ) o

o i(HY —Hs’)az |02 02))

of e R o 0))

1 -t Tl 1
X — (([B|Tte*lf0 ds(H"[o"(s)]-H"[6" (5)]) |e*ﬁHB ). (A8)

where H™/'[o*/!(1)] are expressed as

sufl

H"'[o" ()] = Hy" + a“”(r)zx (B + 5] (A9

We note that in the above equation o*//(¢) is a scalar quantity
which takes the £1 values while Hf = Hp ® I, H, B =L
Hp (similarly for bhy.

While the first two lines in Eq. (A8) describe the dynamics
due to the spin-only Hamiltonian, the last line defines the
influence of the bath on the spin and is known as the influence
functional .F[c"(t), o' (1)]:

(Ig| Tye™ o ds(H"["()]—H"[o" (5)]) |~ BHs)

Flo" @), o)) = ~

(A10)
This equation is given in the vectorized form but can be
easily converted back to the operator form as

Flo" (1), o' ()]
Trg(e PHsTre! b d‘VH'[U’(S)]];e—if(; dA‘H'[(T“(s)])
a Z
— <T[—eif0 dSH/[UI(S)]’EefifU dsH’[a”(s)]>B’

)

(A11)

where (..) g denotes the thermal average with respect to Hamil-
tonian Hg, and 7; and T; denote the time and antitime ordering
operator.

To simplify Eq. (All), we express the propagators
Toe~iJo dsH'l0" @) gqnd Trei ) dsH'l0'O)] in the interaction pic-
ture [57] as

Tte—ifo’ dsH'[o"(s)] _ e—ngt]—;e—ij; dsX"(s),

T}_eifotdsH’[gl(_y)] — T,—eiff: dsX’(s)eiHBt’ (A12)
where X“/!(s) is defined as
1 s 0 (5) ¥ p—iH]
Xu/ (S) — el BST Z)\'k(bk +bk)€ L BS’
k
“”(s)
= Z Mi(bi(s) + bl(s)), (A13)

and by (s) = e **b;. The influence functional in the interac-
tion picture is now defined as
Flo" (1), Gl(t)] _ (Tt_eifo’ dsX’(x)Tte—if(; dXXu(S))B' (A14)

A Gaussian integral then yields the standard form of the
Feynman-Vernon influence functional [5,47],

Flo“(t), o' ()]

= exp [ — L/ / dsds'[c"(s) — ' (s)]
4 0 0

X {L(s —sNo"(s") — L*(s — s’)al(s')}i|, (A15)
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where L(s —s’) is the bath correlation function, and is
given by

Lis—s) = <(Z Mi(bi(s) + bZ(s)))
k
x (Z i (br(s) + bZ(s’)>>> :
k

B
=IL)(s—s)—iLi(s—5). (A16)
Finally, in the basis defined by
o (s) + ol (s)
n(s) = —
() —o'(s) (A
ag'(s) —o'(s
§(s) = f’

the influence functional takes the form

1 t s
FE@), n(t)] = exp |:—;/ ds/ ds'{—iL(s — s)
0 0

x&(s)(s") + La(s — 5§ (S)S(S’)}}- (A18)

For a bath defined by the spectral functional J(w), the
functions L, , are explicitly given by

Li(t) = [OO dwlJ(w) sin(wt ),
0

Ly(t) = [00 dwJ(w) cos(wt) coth(Bw/2). (A19)
0

Next, we consider that at time ¢t = 0, the system is in the
|1) state in the o, basis. Let us say that we are interested
in the density matrix of the system at time ¢ and, more
specifically, (1|ps(¢)|1), which in the vectorized form can be
expressed as

(Mos@I1) = {1 11ps@)).

Using Eqgs. (A8) and (A20) together with the definition of the
influence functional can be written as

(MosIt) = Y (111 - e aloi=o ool

04,0/

(A20)

u l|€7i8tA[U;(7JI{I|U

i
X (0,0, o)

i 4
x {or'ole” 7T 1)

X exp [_l [ ds / s (LG5 ()
T Jo 0

x 1(s) + La(s — 5)E(s)E (S'))]. (A21)

For an Ohmic bath with the spectral function given by Eq. (2),
we have L(s) = 7'[20(5;(8), where we have defined §.(x) =
nlﬁ, used the notation 8. (s) = dd.(s)/ds, and identified
€ = 1/w.. We then compute the kernel corresponding to L,

as
Alt) = if ds /5 ds'Li(s — s)E(s)n(s")
T Jo 0
= ina/ dsf;‘(s)|:n(s/)8€(s =D
0

_ / FRALICOIYN s')]
0 8s/

= —inta ftdsg(s)an(s)
0 as

— —ina Xk:S(k)[n(k) —n(k — 1]

=ira Y E(kntk — 1), (A22)
k

where in the last line we have taken the limit of € — O,
which is justified for large w.. We have also used the fact
that & (k)n(k) = 0. For the same Ohmic bath, we also find the
kernel L(s) = 2raw?(1 — w?s?)/(1 + w?s?)?, which decays
as a power law at long times. We can express L,(s) in a time
window [ —fmax, fmax ], Where fnax is the total simulation time
beyond which L,(s) can be approximately taken to be zero.
We now cast L,(s —s') in terms of a Fourier series so L,
becomes separable in time:

Mimax /2

Ly(s—s')=go+ Z &m COS (M)

max

(A23)

m=1
We then expand the cosine function as
Mmax /2

[ ( /) ( (mns) (mns’)
(s §) =80 E 8 Cos Ccos
" Imax Tmax

m=1

. (mms\ . [(mms
—+ sin Sin s
tmax tmax

where g( and g, are the Fourier series components given by

l Imax
[ astao,

(A24)

0= 2tmax —tmax
1 Tmax
o= [ dstats) costms ). (425)
max J —fmax
We can recast Eq. (A24) as
Ly(s —s') = Z G ($)Ym(s). (A26)
m=0
By comparing (A24) and (A26), we obtain
Go = g0, Gon—1 = Gom = gm,
mis
Yo(s) =1,  VYou-1(s) = cos < )
tmax
Yam(s) = sin <';"”). (A27)
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Now the integral involving L, in Eq. (A21) can be written as

1 t K
Anlt) = — = / ds f ds'Ly(s — $HEE(),
T Jo 0

Mimax G,, t K ) , , 1 max G, ! 2
--y —/ ds/ dSEE S Wn(S)Pn(s) = == —[/ dsé(s)wm(s)} :
m=0 T Jo 0 2 g 0

(A28)

m=0

Next, we introduce the auxiliary fields x,, corresponding to each frequency component (w,,) and employ the Hubbard-

Stratonovich transformation as

Mimax

AT LU s oF < T f X 2 i [ dst )
m=0 Y 2

(A29)

where we have defined A(s) = Y™ X,V % Y (s). In a discretized time with the time step 8¢, we can now express Eq. (A29)

as

e—if(; ds&(s)h(s) — e—iét Z,‘E(k)h(k).

(A30)

By substituting Egs. (A22) and (A30) into Eq. (A21), the density matrix of the system is described as a sum over different spin

configurations.

Now we can see from Eqgs. (A22) and (A30) that the action of both L; as well as L, after the Hubbard-Stratonovich
transformation becomes local in time involving only adjacent time steps. We can then express the matrix elements of the

time-evolution generator .7 between two immediate time steps as
. . S0 A u 1
) eﬂ&té(k)h(k)eman(kfl)E(k)(o_lgo,lg |6718t7[01 —o;] |O,11471 1 >

(ot'or| o |oi 100

We can then write the matrix <7 as

1 isr5
5 istSe™ 1 —isth(k)
~ | —istdeime 0
0 —idt 5

Finally defining o7 = I — i8t.o/ (k) ~ ¢~ ® we find

A
0 a0 A 0
A it A _—ita
dk)y=| 2°¢ —ht) 0 =5 A3
_%eﬂna 0 ]’l(k) %emoz
0 A 0

and using Eqs. (A21), (A22), (A29), and (A31), the density
matrix pg(f) can be written as

mmux dx ) .
= M ol 2 T, —i [y dsad (s)
(Host)IM) m|:|0/me (H11Te e

o -2 3 0
with &/(t) = —A%ff”" h(t) 0 %i—i-m
Seme 0 —h@) —Sem
0 : -3 0
(A33)
To solve Eq. (A33), we express T,e o dsel ()| A1) as
d|y(t
w;f ) i, (A34)

and we recover Eq. (11) in the main text.

APPENDIX B: NIBA

In this Appendix, we extend the NIBA wused in
the spin-boson model [29] to the case of Markovian

Ok—1

—ist 5 0
0 —idt Semime A3D)
1 +isth(k) — ist5e™
i6r5 1

(

dissipation, specifically dephasing along both z and x
directions.

1. NIBA for depolarization

We start with the time evolution of vectorized density ma-
trix in the presence of depolarization (i.e., dephasing along the
x direction):

d|p())
dt
L =—i[HQI -IQH]|+ T (0,0, —1I). (B2)

=Zp®)), (BI)

We then follow the steps outlined in Ref. [29]. We first apply a
polaron transformation U = exp(—io,B) ® exp(—io,B), with
B=1iY",(A/wp)(b) — by) on the Liouvillian .,

L =—i[AQI—1®H]+ 'y (6, ® G, — ), (B3)
where H = A/2(0y cos(B) — oy sin(B)) + Y, a)kb,tbk and

6 = 0, cos(B) — o, sin(B). We can write the equations of
motion for oy, oy, and o, as

d

on = —Ao;sinB + I'y[0, cos 2B — 0, sin 2B — o],

d .

an = —Aoc;cos B+ I'y[—0y,cos2B — 0, sin 2B — oy],

d .

EUZ = Aloycos B+ o, sinB] — 2I';0;. (B4)

075126-10



SPIN-BOSON MODEL UNDER DEPHASING: ...

PHYSICAL REVIEW B 110, 075126 (2024)

From this equation, o, and o, can be expressed as

o.(t) = / dse " Ao, (s) sin(B(s))
0

+ I'i[cos(2B(s))ox(s) — cos(2B(s))oy ()]},
) (B5)

oy(t) = / dse "= Ao, (s) cos(B(s))
0

— T, [cos(2B(5))0,(s) — sin(2B(s))0(s)]}.

We can now write the equation for o, in Eq. (B4) as

d
ZUZ(Z) + 2anz(t)

= A cos(B(1)) / dse" " {— Ao (s) cos(B(s))
0
— I'y[cos(2B(s))ay(s) — sin(2B(s))o,(s)]}
+ Asin(B(t)) / dse" " {—Ao.(s) sin(B(s))
0

+ I'c[cos(2B(s))ox(s) — cos(2B(s))oy(s)]}.  (BO)

Finally, we take thermal average over both sides of Eq. (B6)
and now assume that the spin and the bath are decoupled from
each other. We then obtain

<%O—z(t) + ZFXUZ(I)>
A2 t ) )
=-= [ / dse" (o, (5)) (eBVe By 4 Hc:|
0
d or
Eo'z(t) + xaz(t)
. / dse™5 (o.(5)f (1 — 5)). (B7)
0

Notice that the terms involving o, and o, have disappeared be-
cause of the neutrality condition (exp(i(nB(t) — mB(s)))) = 0
if n £ m. In deriving the above equation, we have implicitly
kept the terms to the first order in I', (assuming that the spin
and the bath are decoupled to the first order in I';). Now, we
take the Laplace transform of the above equation to find

1
A+20 + fA+Ty)

where the Laplace transformed function f(1) is given by

(0:(1)) =

(B8)

A\ 1-20
foy=aar(55) (B9)
and, for completeness, we recall the expression for Ag:
At = [I(1 = 2a) cos(a)]' D A(A Jw )/,
(B10)

Finally, by taking inverse Laplace transform of Eq. (BS),
we find

e)‘lt()\l + Fx)
(0:(1)) =
G+ T+ (1= 2a)0 + 2T
ekzt()LZ + Fx)
T+ (1 —2a)00 + 2T

Pine, (B11)

where P;,. can be expressed as

Py =

k]

1 [ P e sinGr (1 - 2a)) A
T Jo D
D = (—z+ T2 + AL

+2A2:%(—z 4+ Tz " cos(m (1 — 2a))),  (B12)

where A, are the solutions to the equation (A + 2I'y)(A +
Fx)l—Zat + Azgflia) =0.

2. NIBA for dephasing

In this section, we consider dephasing I'y along the z di-
rection. By following similar steps to Section B 1, we find

on = —Ao;sinB —2lyo,,

d
= —Ao;cos B —2ly0,,

—o, = B13
7° (B13)

d
7%= A(oy cos B + oy sin B).

A similar procedure to Section B 1 yields the equation of
motion for (o;) as

%(Uz> = —/0 dsf(t — s)(o,(s))e* D),

1

(o) = s —— >0 TR

(B14)

We point out that Eq. (B14) is nonperturbative in I'y unlike the
case of depolarization. The above equation can now be written
as

(A +2Iy)
AA 4 2T )20 A2

(0:(M) = (B15)

Taking the inverse Laplace transform, we obtain

M + 2T e (hy + 2T
o)) = M2l | P Oat2ly)
2)\1(1 —Ol)+2F¢ 2)\2(1 —C()+2F¢
(B16)

P 1s expressed as

o0
Ppe = —/ dysin(mw — 2mwa)/me™™
0
« e—ZI‘d,zy(l—Za)Agf—Za)/Dh (B17)

where D is expressed as

Dy = ((y+2Ip)(y + 2T4)y* ™ — 2 cos(m — 2max)
AGTO 20y 20 4 AL, (B18)

and A;, are given by the solutions to the equation A(A +
21‘*¢)1—2a + Agf;za =0.
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