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Exact expressions for the transition amplitudes for the scattering of surface waves by point-mass
defects are obtained by methods which are similar to those used in connection. with the Wentzel model

of field theory.

Interest in elastic surface waves has been grow-
ing in recent years, mainly in connection with
studies of the transport properties of electrons in
semiconductor inversion layers.! Lately, the
scattering of such waves by mass defects has also
been subject of interest, For instance, Steg and
Klemens® studied the scattering of Rayleigh waves
by perturbation theory and its attenuation as func-
tion of the depth of the impurity.

After Ezawa’s® quantization of the elastic waves
in a solid having a stress-free plane boundary and
occupying a half-space, Sakuma® studied the scat-
tering of surface waves by a mass defect in this
medium by considering the mass defect as a scat-
tering center for the surfons (the quanta of the
waves in this medium), Using a version of the
Chew-Low equation adapted to the surfon-isotopic
impurity-scattering problem, he obtained an ap-
proximate expression for the transition amplitude
when the isotopic impurity is localized on the sol-
id’s surface.

In this paper we present an exact solution to this
problem obtained through a canonical transforma-
tion method which was successfully used in the
study of the Wentzel model and in the phonon-iso-
topic-impurity scattering problem.5*®

Let us take a crystal lattice compounded of equal
atoms (one in each cell) occupying a half-space
(z>0) and having a stress-free boundary (the plane
z=0) and then consider the case in which one of
the atoms is replaced by an isotope. The Hamil-
tonian for the lattice with isotopic impurity is®

H=Hy - [AM/(M + AM)]§o)/2M . (1)

In Eq. (1), M is the mass of the atoms in the
crystal lattice, M + AM is the mass of the isotope
(which is supposed to be localized at the lattice
site T,), P(¥) is the momentum of the atom at the
lattice site T [{i(¥) is the displacement vector of
this atom], and H, is the Hamiltonian for the per-
fect lattice.

The Hamiltonian (1) will be studied in the acous-
tical approximation; that is, we will treat the crys-
tal lattice as if it were an isotropic elastic continu-
um but with the restriction that the elastic wave
frequencies are in the interval 0 <w <wpa. Ezawa’s
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surfon field expansion for U(¥) and P(¥) will be
used:
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In Egs. (2), J=(k c,m) is a suitable set of quan-
tum numbers for the surfons, k= (ky,k5,0) is a wave
vector parallel to the plane z2=0, ¢ is a phase ve-
locity (ws=*kc), and m specifies the propagation
mode, The functions 7 (¥) are given by
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where S is an area on the plane z =0 and the func-
tions e’ /S'/? satisfy periodic boundary conditions
on the limits of S, the expressions for #,;(z) can be
read from Ezawa’s® work.” The definition of the
sum over J in Eq. (1) is
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T',, denotes the range of the phase velocities for the
mode m. The operators a; and af, are annihilation
and creation operators for the surfons; they obey
the usual Bose commutation relations

las,a;.]= [a},af,.]z 0, [a,,a}.]= Sroe s
(5)

Syye =03 dlc, c,)ﬁmm’ ’

with

Bipe = fe”k‘k *Tds
s
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d(c,c")=cd(c —c’) if ¢ and ¢’ belong to the continu-
ous spectrum, §(c,c’)=6,. if ¢ or ¢’ belongs to the
discrete spectrum, and &, and 5,,,. are the usual
Kronecker deltas.

From Egs. (1) and (2) [with F,=(0, 0, z)], we get

H=Hy+H',
with
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Ho=§:w,a',a; s (8)

H = =2 2 (wyws)Y 2a,d, () - alihz2))
JJ!

*(aply @) -alis @), )
X=—[M/M+AM)|(AM/4pS) .
In order to exhibit the solution of this problem
we will follow closely the treatment given by Che-

valier and Rideau® to the Wentzel’s model. Ac-
cording to them we introduce the operators
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Ay= ; AT, W )a e+ Ty’ )al s}
(8)

Al = ;{FT(JJ’)a}. +THII Vay} .
The asterisk indicates complex conjugation. The

coefficients T'(JJ') and T',(JJ’) are determined by
imposing the constraint

I.H)AJ]=_(-‘)JAJ' . 9)
From Eqgs. (8) and (9), it follows that

Wy =w )T W) =200 (2) « ( ,E Wy @) BT TS )+ I"z(JJl)ﬁ,l(z)]) ,
1

(10)

(s +w )T’ ) = - 204, (2) * (; @@ )2 [ 0T,)87 @)+ To0d, )ﬁ,l(z)]) .
1

The solution of Egs. (10) (with the proper bound-

ary conditions) are
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where € is a positive infinitesimal. The vector ¥,
satisfies the following equation:

o X o ek o>
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7y 1 w;—w,l—li (.OJ+(0J1—'Z€

(12)
The solution of Eq. (12) is obtained by noting
that
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1l is a unit vector along the z axis and

v(w)=;<lm(z)|2- 3-8, ()]0 -w,) ,  (14)

u(w){)tﬁ-ﬁ,(z)l%(w—wn. (15)

From Egs. (12) and (13) we have
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]
with

P,(w)=limP(w+i€), Q,(w)=limQ(w ti€), 17)
e=0* e~0*

where
_ “wmax x2p (x) dx
p(w)_1+zxf0 e, (18)
~ “max %211 () dx
Qw)=1+ 4xfo e (19)

P(w) and Q(w) are analytic functions of the complex
variable w, with a cut along the real interval

= Wmpay <W< Wpae. When these functions have zeros,
they are located either on the imaginary axis or on
the real axis. In this paper we will assume that
the functions P(w) and @ (w) have no zeros; that is,
we will assume satisfied (simultaneously) the con-
ditions

M [ omax o AM
(ﬁj; v(w)dw—-l) > i >0,

11 (20)
M “max = AM
(Z)E-/o‘ u(w)dw—l) >Y>0.
It can be shown that in this case we have
H=2_w,A%A,, (21)
J

with
[AnAn]=[AL,AL]=0, [A;,AY]=0,,.. (22)

As we want the transition amplitude for the scat-
tering of surfons by the isotopic impurity, our
next step will be the determination of the asymp-
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totic annihilation and creation operators. For the

incoming and outgoing operators, we have

ay, J)=lima,(¢)e™“7 (23)

out to

where a;(t) is the a; operator in the Heisenberg
picture. It is easy to show that
ay(0)=2ATT DA e - Ty DAL o0

(24)
Using Egs. (23) and (24), we get

ay, U)= A,—hm(ZA,,G V') f dv e @r=es )

teFoo

- Z;A}, G, J)i _:dv ei““J*“’J"> ,
with
G,W'T)= (s - ws )T ) 25)
Gy’ T)= = (s +wg)THJ"J) .
Doing the limits, we obtain
ap)=A;, (26)

Boue)= 2 (B 50 = 2M06(w; = w ;)T 7)Ao, (27)
Jl
with

uJ(Z) U,.(2)

- 1/2
Trre=22Mwswyz0) [ Prw,)

) Sl B 0]
(28)

The S-matrix element for scattering of a surfon by
the isotopic impurity is

11
+<Q+(wJ) P+(wy)

Ssar=(0] age@)al, )]0,

where |0) is the physical vacuum (A4 ;|0) =0).
From Eqs., (26) and (27) it follows

S,p=5JJ:—21Ti5(wJ—wJ:)T,J,, (29)

with T'; ;. given by Eq. (28). Equations (26) and
(27) tell us that the commutator [ay:(/),al,(7")] is a
¢ number which implies that the S-matrix elements
between states differing by the number of surfons
are equal to zero and so, the total number of surf-
ons is conserved in surfon—-isotopic-impurity scat-
tering, From Egs. (28) we can, for instance, ob-
. tain the probability for the transition of a Rayleigh
mode to other modes or the total cross section for
the scattering of one surfon on the impurity which
is given by

- aAM 2[10,(2)12
olws)= 7T(Zp[l +AM/M]> [IP+ (ws) P Plws)

ZIMERMAN 11

_ P(wy) 2>|ﬁ~-ﬁ.,(z)|2}
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q(wy)
[P+ (wy)l

X 0 (Wnay —wy) , (30)
Plos)=w;vw;)/S, qs)=wsuw;)/S.
In Ref. 4, the author obtained the following sys-
tem of equations for the amplitude T ;;.:

Trge= <0| las, V]

_Z( T:JTn.f
\E

n_/“).l_i€

0)

RnJ'Rn.T )
E,+w;+i€ )’ 1)

Ryge= <0| las, V.*r'] 0

-2

X
TnJRnJ’
E,-w;—i€

T:J"RNJ' )
E,+w,+i€ )’ (32)

with

TnJ:<¢n"’VJI0>’ RnJ:<zpn_1V:rflo>; (33)
(@;.0;.(2) —a},ﬁj.(z)) .
(34)
In the above equations ¥, means a sum over the
complete set {|¥, )} of eigenstates of H with eigen-
values {E,} (the index » indicates the number of
surfons and their states). For the states |9, -),
we have

[Un=) = alu) > =l ()| 0) (35)

Vy==210,() Z (@)t
JI

From Eqs. (33)-(35), we get
Tore=6uTs 0y Rpge=0yRy 5o (36)

that is, T,;,=R,;.=0 if the number of surfons in

the state 19, -) is not equal to one. The expres-
sion for R ;. is ‘
Ry7o=(0|@ee @)V |0} = — 2) (W w,.)!/2

X[ﬁkz)o iy () +< 11 >
P+ (wy) Q+ (w.r) Py (wy)
X [ k) ][ - u,«z)]] . (37)

From Eqgs. (31), (32), and (36), we see that T,
and R; ;. must satisfy the following equations:

Trre=2Mw 05, )1/2-}(2) ﬁJ*.(z)

*
_ Z(T.rlJTJlJ'

X
' RWTW. ) , (38)
Wy, — Wy — 1€

Wy tWrti€

Rype==2Mw;w )Y 200 (2) T (2)

- Z( TJ'1JRJ1J' .

T§1J’ R.71]
P L L B 39
L ) (39)

Wy + W+ i€

It is not difficult to verify that the expressions (28)
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and (37) for T ;;. and R, ;. satisfy Egs. (38) and (39).
" In summary, by using a canonical transforma-
tion method, we have solved the surfon-isotopic-
impurity scattering problem and obtained a solu-
tion to the coupled Chew-Low equations satisfied

by the transition amplitude in this problem. We
have also shown that only the one-surfon inter-
mediate states contribute to the sums of the right-
hand side of Eqs. (31) and (32) and so, to restrict
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the sum in Egs. (31) and (32) to one surfon states
only is not an approximation (as Sakuma* had

thought) but an exact procedure.

If Eqs. (20) are not satisfied, then P(w) and
Q(w) will have zeros. The real zeros will corre-
spond to the “localized modes,” while the imagi-
nary zeros will correspond to instabilities of the
system. These problems are presently being
studied.
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