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In this work, the phenomenon of downward deviations from the Curie-Weiss law is found above the Curie
temperature (329–458 K) in Ni2MnSb polycrystalline Heusler alloy, and it was confirmed by the change in
inverse magnetic susceptibility under different magnetic fields that it is the Griffiths phase. This abnormal
phenomenon can be attributed to short-range nanoferromagnetic clusters caused by local lattice distortion within
the paramagnetic state. The ac magnetic susceptibility further showed characteristics of long-range disordered
and short-range ordered glassy magnetic states in Griffiths phase range, where the magnetization intensity of
the spin glass state has a frequency dependence. This work revealed the nature of the Griffiths phase in Heusler
alloys and observed the characteristics of spin glass at high temperatures, providing experimental evidence and
support for the study of high-temperature spintronics.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Griffiths phase theory is based on the idea of “local”
phase transitions in diluted systems due to the finite proba-
bility of randomly large, pure, and differently diluted clusters
[1]. The Griffiths model accounts for a magnetic system in
which magnetic interactions are given by disorder sets, and
random distribution of these interactions should be in such a
mood where different values for the exchange constant can
be assigned to the different sites of the lattice in a random
way [2–5]. In this framework, the Giffiths phase is a pecu-
liar state that is predicted to occur in randomly diluted Ising
ferromagnetic (FM) systems, in which the magnetization fails
to become an analytic function of the magnetic field over a
temperature range TC < T < TG. Here, TG is the temperature
for the onset of completely random magnetic interactions
and TC is the temperature for the appearance of sponta-
neous magnetization. Experimentally, the Griffiths phase is
signed by anomalies in magnetic susceptibility, specific heat,
transport properties, and the nonlinearity variation of inverse
magnetic susceptibility in the nominal paramagnetic (PM)
phase [6–8].

Since the concept of the Griffiths phase was proposed,
it is mainly found in the rare-earth intermetallic system
R5(SixGe1−x )4 (R = rare earth) and perovskite manganites
R1−xAxMnO3 (R = rare−earth ions and A = divalent ions)
[9–13]. The origin of the Griffiths phase varies for different
materials. In rare-earth intermetallic systems, the Griffiths
phase arises due to the percolative nature of the distribution
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of short-range FM clusters in a magnetic disordered, appar-
ently PM regime [9,10,14]. In contrast to this, the Griffiths
phase in the perovskite manganites is supposed to origi-
nate from the random distribution of exchange interaction
strength [12,13,15]. After in-depth research, the giant mag-
netoresistance effect in perovskite materials and the giant
magnetocaloric effect of rare-earth intermetallic systems may
be related to the Griffiths phase. In recent research, the Grif-
fiths phase has also been discovered in Heusler alloys [16–18].
However, there is still a lack of in-depth research and evidence
on its origin.

Heusler alloys were identified as a special group of
magnetic materials, originally composed of nonmagnetic el-
ements, exhibiting ferromagnetism in nonmagnetic element
compounds [16]. The general stoichiometric formula of full-
Heusler alloys is X2Y Z , where X and Y are transition metals
and Z is either a metal or a semimetal. In these alloys,
differences in p-d orbital hybridization between the main
group and transition metal atoms lead to differences in atomic
site occupation [19], lattice parameters [20], magnetism [21],
and phase stability [22]. In previous research, Heusler alloys
would experience the magnetic and structural phase tran-
sitions that the phase of PM austenite → FM austenite →
FM/antiferromagnetic martensite → FM martensite → the
low-temperature spin-glass (SG) state during the process from
high to low temperatures [19–22]. Based on this, many inter-
esting properties are induced: magnetocaloric effect [23,24],
shape memory effect [25,26], exchange bias effect [27,28],
and magnetoresistive effect [29,30]. Therefore, the study of
magnetic states is the basis for the study of magnetic ma-
terials, and understanding the causes of magnetic states is
crucial to the study of materials. However, so far, there are
still the following questions in understanding magnetic inho-
mogeneity above TC in Heusler alloys: (1) How is Griffiths
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FIG. 1. (a) EDS analyzed the element ratio of alloy. The element ratio is calculated by the software that comes with the instrument
according to the intensity ratio to standard samples. Inset: Backscattered electron testing of alloy. (b) EDS mapping for the SEM image [inset
Fig. 1(a)]; the corresponding elemental mapping images of the Ni, Mn, and Sb, atoms, respectively. (c) The high-resolution XRD spectra of the
Ni2MnSb alloy were measured at room temperature; the partial enlarged view is shown in the right of (c), and the L21 structure is illustrated
in the inset.

phase in Heusler alloys generated? (2) What is its microscopic
magnetic state? (3) Has the structure changed?

In this paper, the Griffiths phase and its causes in Ni2MnSb
Heusler alloys are studied. It is found that the Griffiths phase
appears in the range of the temperature 329–458 K above
TC. Research on ac magnetic susceptibility exhibits the short-
range glassy magnetic state of the Griffiths phase. Further
analysis shows that this Griffiths phase stems from local lat-
tice distortion. Our work reveals the nature of the Griffiths
phase in Heusler alloys and promotes research on SG.

II. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

The ingot of Ni2MnSb alloy was prepared by arc melt-
ing with high-purity (99.99%) Ni, Mn, and Sb in an argon
atmosphere. To ensure high composition homogeneity, the
sample was wrapped in the silica tube and then annealed
in a vacuum at 1173 K for 24 h. A field-emission scan-
ning electron microscope (SEM; JEOL JSM-7000F, Japan)
and transmission electron microscopy (TEM; JEOL JEM-
2100, Japan) were used to observe the micromorphology
and microstructure of the alloy. Electron energy disperse
spectroscopy (EDS) and backscattered electrons were used
to observe the element composition and content of the
alloy. The alloy was sealed in Kapton capillaries for high-
resolution x-ray diffraction (HR-XRD) measurements with
λ = 0.4142 Å at beamline 11-BM-B at the Advanced Pho-
ton Source, Argonne National Laboratory. The measurements

of magnetic properties, including magnetization-temperature
(M-T) curves, initial magnetization curves, and ac susceptibil-
ity (ac) as a function of temperature were performed by using
a superconducting quantum interference device magnetometer
(Quantum Design, MPMS-XL-5).

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

As shown in Fig. 1(a), the specific element composition
and content are performed and analyzed by EDS. It is seen
that the atomic percentage (at. %) of Ni, Mn, and Sb is 49.56,
25.33, and 25.11, respectively. It deviates from the nominal
composition (Ni : Mn : Sb = 2 : 1 : 1) at an acceptable level,
suggesting the reliability of the experiments as well as the
high quality of the prepared sample. The single-phase nature
has been confirmed by backscattered electrons, as shown in
the inset of Fig. 1(a). The microstructure of Ni2MnSb is
chemically homogeneous, and no microchemical segregation
is identified. There is no secondary phase formation in the
alloy during solidification. In addition, EDS mapping analysis
is carried out in Fig. 1(b). The bright spots in different colors
correspond to Ni, Mn, and Sb, respectively. The results show
that all elements were distributed uniformly throughout the
area, consistent with the results of backscattering, and there
is no component segregation. The HR-XRD pattern of the
Ni2MnSb polycrystalline alloy is analyzed at room tempera-
ture, as shown in Fig. 1(c). The calculated results are based on
the cubic structure with space group Fm3̄m, and the Rietveld
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FIG. 2. (a) Field-cooled warming magnetization of Ni2MnSb measured under different magnetic fields. Inset: (Top) Magnetization as a
function of temperature for Ni2MnSb measured at a low magnetic field of 10 Oe under the ZFC and FC processes. (Bottom) dM/dT curves
for Ni2MnSb measured at a low magnetic field of 10 Oe. (b) Temperature dependence of inverse susceptibility χ−1 under different fields for
Ni2MnSb. (c) log10 χ−1 vs log10 (T/TC − 1) plots for the Ni2MnSb alloy. Black lines are the fitting for data using Eq. (1).

refinements show a good agreement between the experimental
and calculated diffraction patterns of the sample, which can
be indicated by the small values of the reliability factors
(RP = 6.56% profile factor, RWP = 7.32% weighted profile
factor, χ2 = 1.12 goodness of fit) of the Rietveld refinements.
The superlattice diffraction peaks (111) and (200) are clearly
observed, which indicates that the alloy has an ordered L21

structure [31,32]. In the Ni2MnSb stoichiometric compound,
the Ni, Mn, and Sb atoms occupy sublattices, as shown in the
inset of Fig. 1(c).

The M-T curves during the zero field-cooled (ZFC) and
field-cooled (FC) processes for Ni2MnSb alloy under an extra
magnetic field of 10 Oe are shown in the inset of Fig. 2(a);
the temperature range is 10–400 K. A sharp magnetization
change occurred around 329 K, which is TC. The TC (329 K)
is defined as the temperature at which a minimum in the
dM/dT curve recorded at HFC = 10 Oe appears as shown in the
bottom of the inset of Fig. 2(a). As the temperature decreases,
the magnetization intensity does not obviously change below
TC. Unlike the canonical Curie phase transition [33,34], the
Curie phase transition of Ni2MnSb lasts close to ∼80 K.
As shown in Fig. 2(a), the M-T curves were depicted during
the FC process under different magnetic fields (HFC = 10,
50, 100, and 1000 Oe). Usually, the presence of ferromag-
netism within the PM matrix in the Griffiths phase has been

demonstrated by macroscopic magnetic measurements. The
inverse susceptibility χ−1 as a function of tempera-
ture should have a downturn above TC, which is con-
sidered to be a hallmark of Griffiths singularity and
would disappear when the external magnetic field be-
comes large enough [10,14]. In Fig. 2(b), we have shown
the inverse dc susceptibility χ−1 = H/M versus tempera-
ture plots for Ni2MnSb. In the conventional PM regime
(above 458 K), it is obvious that the value of χ−1 is
linearly related to the temperature, which obeys the Curie-
Weiss (CW) law. And below a characteristic temperature TG,
χ−1 displays a downward deviation from the CW law and
a positive curvature accompanying the region TC < T < TG.
The sharp decrease of χ−1 below TG indicates the onset of
short-range FM correlation well above TC, which is consid-
ered a hallmark of Griffiths singularity. On further increasing
the magnetic field, the contribution from the PM matrix
becomes significant. And at last, when the field is larger
than 1000 Oe, χ−1(T ) is almost linear above TC. A similar
downward deviation in χ−1(T ) from the CW law has been
observed in rare-earth intermetallic and transition metal ox-
ides [9,13,15], and all those phenomena have been attributed
to the formation of the Griffiths phase.

It has been demonstrated in perovskite manganites and
other systems that the Griffiths phase can be qualitatively
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FIG. 3. (a) Isothermal magnetizations for the Ni2MnSb alloy at TC < T < TG. (b) Arrott plot of isotherms at TC < T < TG.

studied using the magnetic susceptibility χ−1(T ) related
power-law behavior with the form [14,16]

χ−1 ∝ (T − TC)1−λ, 0 � λ � 1. (1)

To find out the value of λ in both the FM and PM regimes,
the χ−1 ∝ T/T − TC curve in the log10−log10 scale was plot-
ted in Fig. 2(c). The slope of the fitted straight lines in both the
Griffiths phase regime and the PM matrix gives the values of
λG and λPM, respectively. We refined it in the Griffiths phase
area (330 K < T < 458 K, λG ≈ 0.71 ± 0.04 at 10 Oe) and in
the conventional PM phase (T > 458 K, λPM ≈ 0.09 ± 0.002
at 10 Oe). Both values correspond to the previous research
where 0 < λ < 1 for Griffiths phases and close to zero for PM
phases [11,14]. At a high field, the values of the exponent re-
main far from zero value, e.g., λG ≈ 0.19 ± 0.03 at 1000 Oe,
so the Griffiths-like state remains at 1000 Oe field but shows
a weaker downturn. Thus, the magnetic-field suppression of
the anomaly displayed by χ−1 should be explained in terms
of masking the FM signal by raising the PM background.
Unlike the critical exponents of the conventional FM-PM
transition, λG is a nonuniversal exponent. The large value
of λG indicates an apparent Griffiths phase appeared in the
Ni2MnSb alloy. In addition, λPM is very small, meaning there
will be no Griffiths phase above 458 K, and will be a pure
PM phase.

As seen in Fig. 3(a), the initial magnetization curves
have been measured in the region TC < T < TG. The initial
magnetization curves are not absolutely linear but show per-
ceivable inflection; the contribution to magnetism from FM
clusters does not get masked by the PM matrix, indicating
the existence of FM character [Fig. 3(a)] [35,36]. This gives
further evidence that the Griffiths phase exists above the TC

in Ni2MnSb. To reveal the underlying physics of the Griffiths
phase, it is usual to analyze the nature of this magnetic phase

transition in the ambient condition as well as in the presence
of an external magnetic field. One approach is to examine the
Arrott plots (H/M versus M2), which can be deduced from the
thermodynamic potential with Landau-type expansion near
the TC as follows [37,38]:

G(T ,M ) = G0+AM2+BM4+ · · · − MH, (2)

where A and B are the Landau coefficients dependent on
the temperature. By setting ∂G

∂M = 0, the Arrott plots can be
described as

M2 = 1

4B

H

M
− A

2B
. (3)

According to Banerjee’s criterion, the material follows
first-order phase transition behavior if any curves in Arrott
plots show a negative slope. In contrast, its magnetic phase
transition is a second-order phase transition on the condition
that the slope is positive for all curves in Arrott plots. Based
on the initial magnetization curves in Fig. 3(a), Arrott plots
are given in Fig. 3(b). The positive slope of all H/M vs M2

curves in Fig. 3(b) indicates that the type of magnetic phase
transition for Ni2MnSb is second order in the region of the
Griffiths phase; this also demonstrates that the Griffiths phase
is not caused by structural transformations.

In order to investigate the microstructure of Ni2MnSb,
TEM analysis at 350 K is performed, as shown in Fig. 4.
The alloy shows the highly ordered L21 structure [Fig. 4(a)]
[39], which agrees with the result of the XRD. High-resolution
TEM (HRTEM) was also performed to study the details of the
microstructure. Figure 4(b) shows a typical HRTEM image
of a locally distorted region. The corresponding fast Fourier
transformation (FFT) image is shown in Fig. 4(c). The micro-
graph shows an ordered L21 phase, while parts of the electron
diffraction pattern can be observed to be characterized by
diffuse scattering and additional reflections. This suggests that
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FIG. 4. TEM characterizations of the Ni2MnSb alloy at 350 K. (a) SAED pattern, (b) HRTEM image, (c) the corresponding FFT pattern
extracted from the square marked region, and the corresponding IFFT images obtained by circling fundamental reflections. (d) Two (200) spots
and (e) two (022) spots marked in (c) to reveal the modulation waves. (f) IFFT image filtered using all four spots.

there may be slight local lattice distortion. Further inverse
fast Fourier transformation (IFFT) was made by selecting the
two (002) and (022) fundamental reflections to evaluate the
local lattice distortion, as shown in Figs. 4(d) and 4(e), from
which the distorted regions can be seen more clearly, e.g., in
the green and orange circles regions of Figs. 4(d) and 4(e)
[40,41]. In the undistorted region, the measured lattice spacing
is ∼3 Å for (200) and ∼2.1 Å for (022). Simple superposition
of Figs. 4(d) and 4(e) can produce the image Fig. 4(f), which
presents a similar pattern as the experimental HRTEM image
Fig. 4(b). It is further clearly shown that there is partial local
lattice distortion in the ordered L21 phase. Because the ex-
istence of local lattice distortion leads to the appearance of
nano-FM clusters in the PM matrix [42,43], a Griffiths phase
appears above the TC.

Figure 5(a) shows the temperature dependence of the ZFC
and FC magnetization curves. The sample was cooled from
600 to 350 K, which belongs to the Griffiths phase (much
higher than TC = 328 K) under the conditions of ZFC and
FC, and the external field was 10 Oe. It can be observed from
the FC curve that the sample showed noticeable magnetization
response changes in the test temperature range. Its magnetiza-
tion intensity is 0.09 emu g−1 at 350 K, which differs from
the traditional zero response under a small magnetic field
(10 Oe) of the paramagnetic region above TC. As the tem-
perature decreases, a clear separation between the ZFC and
FC curves is observed, indicating the coexistence of magnetic
inhomogeneous phases. To further understand the magnetic
state of TC < T < TG, the ac susceptibility with frequency
variation is shown in Figs. 5(b) and 5(c). The temperature

dependence of the real part (χ ′) and imaginary part (χ ′′) of the
ac were measured at frequencies 1, 3, 33, 133, and 533 Hz, at
a probing field of 2 Oe with temperatures from 310 to 550 K.
The peaks are pretty broad in the case of χ ′ and sharp in the
case of χ ′′. From the ac susceptibility χ ′, two transitions are
clearly observed. A sharp drop in χ ′ is observed around 330 K,
which is the TC and is very close to the value in Fig. 2(a). In
addition, we also observed another unusual transition around
385 K [the enlarged region in the inset of Fig. 5(b)]. The peak
shifts towards higher temperature and its value decreases with
frequency increasing. This is an essential feature of the SG
[44,45]. We used the Vogel-Fulcher relationship to study this
SG behavior as follows [44,45]:

ω = ω0exp

[
− Ea

kB(Tf − T0)

]
. (4)

In this expression, ω is the angular frequency, ω0 is the
characteristic frequency of the SG, Ea is the activation energy
of the SG, kB is the Boltzmann parameter, Tf is the freezing
temperature, and T0 is the Vogel-Fulcher temperature, describ-
ing the interaction among SG clusters. The ideal freezing
temperature T0 yields 372.6 K by fitting the frequency-
dependent modulus dip temperatures with the Vogel-Fulcher
relationship [shown in Fig. 5(d)]. Notably, the temperature de-
pendence of magnetization shows a ferromagnetic transition
at the TC of 329 K, much lower than its ideal freezing temper-
ature T0. This demonstrates that the long-range disordered and
short-range ordered SG exist from 329 to 385 K.
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FIG. 5. (a) The temperature dependence of magnetization (M-T) curves measured under 200 Oe with the sequences of ZFC and FC. (b), (c)
Temperature dependence of the real part and imaginary part of an ac susceptibility measured at different frequencies under an ac field of 2 Oe.
In the enlarged part in the insets of (b) and (c), the arrows indicate the direction of high frequencies. (d) Correlation between angular frequency
and Tf . The frequency (ω) dispersion behavior of Tf conforms to the Vogel-Fulcher relationship.

To further investigate the glassy magnetic state, the mag-
netic relaxation-time dynamics of the material at different
temperatures below Tf were studied. The time-dependent
magnetization has been measured at 350, 360, and 370 K,
as shown in Fig. 6(a). The sample has been cooled from
650 to 350, 360, and 370 K in a zero magnetic field for
this measurement. After reaching the test temperature and
waiting for 1200 s, a 50-Oe magnetic field was applied, and

then the magnetization was recorded as a function of time for
1.0 × 104 s. It can be clearly seen that the magnetization data
of the sample was analyzed using the stretched exponential
function of the form [46,47]

M(t ) = M0 − Mrexp[−(t/τdc) β], (5)

where M0 is an intrinsic FM component, Mr is the ini-
tial magnetization of the glassy component, τdc is the time

FIG. 6. (a) The time dependence magnetization, M(t) with a 50-Oe dc magnetic field at 350, 360, and 370 K. The red solid lines exhibit
the fit by stretched exponential relation. (b) The change of τdc and M0/Mr with temperature.
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FIG. 7. (a) The transition temperature of the magnetic state of Ni2MnSb dependent on temperature. (b) Simplified schematic diagrams of
the evolution of the magnetic behavior from PM to nano-FM and SG then to FM, as a function of temperature. (I) FM, (II) SG and nano-FM,
(III) nano-FM, and (IV) PM. PM is represented by black spots, spins are represented by arrows, and frustrated sites are represented by open
circles. The yellow region is the Griffiths phase.

constant, and β (0–1) is related to the relaxation rate. In this
relation, β = 0 implies that M(t) is constant, i.e., no relaxation
at all, and β = 1 implies that the system relaxes with a single
time constant. The parameters of M0, Mr, τdc, and β were
obtained from the best fit to M(t) data. All β are between
1 and 0, indicating that the material has the characteristics
of a SG at the test temperatures. As shown in Fig. 6(b), all
the τdc’s are larger than 1 × 103. This is a signature of the
nonequilibrium nature of the SG state. The nonzero values
of M0 clearly signify the coexistence of FM/SG components
in the relaxation process [46,47]. It is worth noting that τdc

decreases and M0/Mr increases as the temperature decreases.
This indicates that the temperature region closer to the TC has
more FM parts.

According to the results of M-T , ac, and magnetic re-
laxation time, the transition temperatures of the magnetic
state of Ni2MnSb alloy change with temperature as marked
in Fig. 7(a). Ni2MnSb alloy is a typical PM state when the
temperature is higher than 460 K. As the temperature de-
creases, obvious FM signals appear on the PM matrix. As
the temperature further decreases, it exhibits the character-
istics of SG. Finally, when the temperature is lower than
TC, it enters the long-range ordered FM state. The simplified
schematic diagrams of the magnetic states depending on the
temperature are represented in Fig. 7(b). When the temper-
atures are above TC, thermal motion destroys the interaction
and each magnetic moment is still free to rotate, basically
showing a PM state [see Fig. 7(bIV)]. For Tf � T � TG,
corresponding to Fig. 7(bIII), nano-FM clusters appear caused

by the local lattice distortion. As the temperature decreases to
Tf , part of the spin is frustrated, and the surrounding spins
also change accordingly. The interaction gradually becomes
larger than the thermal motion, and the magnetic moments
begin to rotate unfreely, and finally tend to their respective
preferred directions, that is, “frozen.” The magnetic freezing
direction depends on the resultant force exerted on it by all
the surrounding magnetic moments, and because the environ-
ment around each magnetic moment cannot be the same, its
freezing direction is disordered [Fig. 7(bII)] [48,49]. As the
temperature further decreases, all spins are parallel, and the
magnetic moment orientation is orderly and does not change
with time. There is a long-range FM below TC, as shown in
Fig. 7(bI).

Generally, traditional SG typically appears at low temper-
atures (<150 K) [44–47]. It is worth mentioning that the SG
due to the existence of local lattice distortion appears above
the TC (330–385 K). There are ways to enhance local lattice
distortion: (1) Doping other elements into the alloy in small
amounts. Since the atomic size of the added element is differ-
ent from the size of the atoms that make up the materials, local
lattice distortion will be enhanced [50]. (2) Most of the ma-
terials are polycrystalline, so there will be grain boundaries,
and grain boundaries are where local lattice distortion occurs.
Obviously, the finer the grains, the more grain boundaries and
the more local lattice distortion. Therefore, the alloy structure
and properties can be adjusted by preparing the alloy through
rapid melt quenching [27]. This kind of SG behavior above
the TC due to local lattice distortion is also expected to be
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discovered in other systems (Fe-Al alloys, La1−xSrxMnO3,
etc.).

IV. CONCLUSIONS

In summary, the Griffiths phase behavior having FM spin
correlation above the FM transition temperature has been ob-
served in Ni2MnSb Heusler alloy. The nano-FM clusters exist
within the PM matrix in the 329 K < T < 458 K temperature
range. It can be observed from the relationship between the
inverse dc susceptibility χ−1 and temperature that the Griffiths
phase is relatively sensitive to magnetic fields, as the external
field increases, this phenomenon will gradually weaken un-
til it disappears. The results of ac magnetization show that
the Griffiths phase has the characteristics of a long-range
disordered and short-range ordered SG. Further analysis of
microstructure suggests that local lattice distortions are re-
sponsible for this Griffiths phase. This work reveals the
origin of the Griffiths phase in Heusler alloys and pro-
vides an in-depth analysis of its magnetic properties. It will

promote further development and practical application of
Heusler alloys.
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