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Gate-switchable SQUID based on Dirac semimetal Cd3As2 nanowires
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Topological semimetal nanowires in proximity with s-wave superconductors are promising for Majorana-
based topological quantum computers. To braid the Majorana modes, an interconnected nanowire network
coupled to superconductor islands is required. Here, we have fabricated the nanostructures based on two Dirac
semimetal Cd3As2 nanowires connected in parallel to form a symmetric superconducting quantum interference
device (SQUID). A proximity-induced superconducting state is achieved in the SQUID, and its gate voltage and
magnetic field dependence are investigated. It is found that the supercurrent can be switched on/off by modulating
the gate voltage, behaving as a supercurrent field-effect transistor. Under an out-of-plane magnetic field, the
SQUID shows an anomalous magnetic field -enhanced superconductivity behavior near the Dirac point. An
in-plane magnetic field experiment shows a typical π periodicity of a critical current with the rotation angle. Our
work realizes the implementation and characterization of nanowire SQUID structures, which is a significant step
toward integrating Dirac semimetal nanowires into scalable superconducting networks for braiding non-Abelian
quantum states.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The idea of using superconductors to build functional de-
vices and circuits, known as superconducting electronics [1],
has developed for decades and spawned wide applications
including superconducting circuits [2,3], superconducting
quantum interference devices (SQUIDs) [4,5], and super-
conducting qubits [6,7]. Owing to the zero resistance and
Meissner effect [8] of superconductors, superconducting de-
vices exhibit superior advantages over their semiconducting
counterparts, such as low loss, high sensitivity, and ultrafast
operation speed. Josephson junctions (JJs) act as the build-
ing block of superconducting electronic devices and circuits.
Embedding two JJs into a SQUID is one way to study the
current phase relation (CPR) [9] and also produces magnetic
field detectors with high sensitivity. Topological and nontopo-
logical phase transitions have been reported experimentally in
HgTe quantum well [10,11], InAs [12], Bi2Se3 [13], and Bi
nanowires (NWs) [14] by measuring the CPR of the SQUID.
A supercurrent parity meter is also achieved based on SQUID
incorporating InSb NWs [15].

A topological semimetal nanostructure provides an ideal
platform to study the SQUID physics and superconducting
electronics due to its intrinsic band topology [16–19] and
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convenient fabrication [20]. With helical topological surface
states, Dirac semimetal NWs are predicted to host Majorana
zero modes when coupled to s-wave superconductors [21–23].
Braiding operations of Majorana modes constitute logical
gates of a topological quantum computer [24] and require
an interconnected nanowire network [25]. The construction
of SQUIDs based on Dirac semimetal NWs is a necessary
step toward the final integration of NW networks with super-
conducting islands. Here we report the supercurrent transport
measurements of a SQUID based on Cd3As2 NWs. As a
paradigm of Dirac semimetals, Cd3As2 shows a linear energy
dispersion around bulk Dirac nodes [26–30] and helical Fermi
arc states on the surface [30–32]. The Cd3As2 NWs, with
their large surface-to-volume ratio and easy field-effect gat-
ing, facilitate the observation of surface-related phenomena
such as the π -Aharonov-Bohm (π -AB) effect [33,34], Fano
interference [35], and topological transition of superconduc-
tivity [21,22].

In this work, we have fabricated a nearly symmetric
SQUID that consists of two Nb-Cd3As2 NW-Nb JJs. Both
the single JJ and SQUID show a gate-switchable on/off su-
percurrent from the electron to the hole branch. Under an
out-of-plane perpendicular magnetic field, the critical current
Ic of the SQUID shows an anomalous magnetic enhancement
near the Dirac point, where surface states become manifest
and p-wave superconductivity may take place. The supercur-
rent of the SQUID is also studied under in-plane magnetic
fields at different directions, presenting a typical π -periodic
variation with the rotation angle.
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FIG. 1. Supercurrent FET in Nb-Cd3As2-Nb JJ. (a) High-resolution TEM image of a typical Cd3As2 nanowire with a [110] growth
direction. (b) Configuration of the JJ and SQUID. Two nanowires (NW 1 and NW 2) are denoted by the blue lines, and the Nb/Pd electrodes
are denoted by yellow stripes. (c) Optical image of the studied device. The channel length of JJ1 and JJ2 is ∼1 μm, while the loop area of
the SQUID is S ∼ 14 μm2. The Bx direction is defined as the angle bisector of the two NWs. (d) Color plot of dV/dI versus gate voltage Vg

and current Idc in JJ1 at 10 mK. The central dark region in the positive Vg side represents the superconducting phase, where its upper boundary
indicates the critical current Ic, as shown by the yellow curve, exhibiting the supercurrent FET behavior. (e) The I−V characteristic and the
corresponding dV/dI spectrum at 10 mK, Vg = 4 V for JJ1. The black arrows denote the dc current sweeping direction. (f) Critical current Ic,
normal resistance Rn (at Idc = 0.5 μA), and the product of IcRn as a function of gate voltage Vg for JJ1.

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS

The same batch of Cd3As2 NWs grown by the chemical
vapor deposition method [36] were used to fabricate the JJs
and SQUID. The monocrystalline NWs were grown along
the [110] direction, as revealed by the high-resolution trans-
mission electron microscopy (TEM) image in Fig. 1(a). Two
individual NWs, nanowire 1 (NW 1) and nanowire 2 (NW 2),
as sketched in Fig. 1(b), were transferred to a silicon substrate
with a 285-nm-thick SiO2 layer serving as a back gate. The
two NWs are placed at a relative angle of about 20◦. After an
in situ Ar ion etching process to remove the native oxide layer,
a series of Nb (150-nm)/Pd (5-nm) electrodes with different
spacings were deposited on the NWs by magnetron sputtering.
As shown in Fig. 1(b), JJs and the SQUID are formed between
different electrodes. Figure 1(c) shows the optical image of
the device studied in this work, with JJ1, JJ2, and SQUID
indicated. The channel length (i.e., separation between the
superconducting electrodes) is ∼1 μm for JJ1 and JJ2, while
the loop area of SQUID is ∼14 μm2. Transport measurements
were carried out in a dilution refrigerator with a base tem-
perature of 10 mK. The differential resistance (dV/dI) was
obtained by applying a dc current Idc and a small ac excitation
Iac (1 nA) to the sample and simultaneously recording the
ac voltage via the lock-in amplifier (SR830). All of the su-
perconducting transport measurements were conducted in the
four-probe (or pseudo-four-probe) current-voltage geometry.

A three-axis vector magnet was used to produce magnetic
fields in different directions.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The property of a single JJ is first characterized. Figure 1(d)
shows the color map of dV/dI versus gate voltage Vg and
current Idc for JJ1 at 10 mK. The central dark region in the
positive Vg part represents the superconducting state, where
its upper boundary gives the critical current Ic [denoted by the
yellow curve in Fig. 1(d)]. The Ic − Vg curve of JJ2 is nearly
the same as that of JJ1, indicating the similar properties of
the two NWs. As shown in Fig. 1(d), the nanowire junction
demonstrates supercurrents in positive Vg regions. While the
Vg is tuned below 0 V, the critical supercurrent drops drasti-
cally and reaches zero below Vg = −7 V. The gate-controlled
on/off supercurrent largely originates from the asymmetric
mobility of the two types of carriers in Cd3As2 NWs [22,23].
In JJ1, based on the transfer curve, the electron and hole
mobility are estimated to be 1.16×105 and 83 cm2/(V · s),
respectively. Besides, the heavy electron doping near the
Nb electrodes causes the formation of p-n barriers [23] in
the junction for negative Vg. The divergent carrier mobil-
ity and the formed p-n wall together leads to the different
superconducting behaviors at the electron and hole regions.
The supercurrent is switched on/off as modulating Vg from
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FIG. 2. Tunneling barriers formed due to heterogeneous doping in JJ1. (a) Top panel: device schematic with heterogeneous doping for
negative Vg. Near the Nb contacts, the NW is heavily n-type doped, which is hardly tuned due to electrostatic screening. When Vg < 0, two
effective p-n barriers are formed in the channel. Bottom panel: band diagram of the NW. (b) dV/dI versus Vdc for negative Vg. Large zero-bias
resistance peaks are obtained. (c) dV/dI as a function of Vdc for positive Vg.

positive to negative. The Cd3As2 NWs provide a convenient
and scalable platform to realize the electrically tuned super-
current field-effect transistor (FET).

Another interesting observation is that for “on” state,
Ic −Vg displays a superconducting dome that shows a max-
imum Ic at around Vg = 4 V. The dome-shaped Ic was
previously observed in Cd3As2-based JJs when the sur-
face state superconductivity was prominent [23,37]. For the
nanowire junction with channel length ∼1 μm here, the bulk
superconductivity is suppressed, and the supercurrents are
mainly carried by the surface state due to its topological nature
and much longer coherence length [23]. When tuning the gate
voltage Vg to positive, the Fermi level and the density of bulk
states are increased. The enhanced bulk-surface interaction
would lead to the dephasing of the superconducting state with
reduced Ic at a larger Vg [23,38].

Figure 1(e) shows the current-voltage (I−V ) curve and the
corresponding differential resistance (dV/dI) spectrum of JJ1
at 10 mK and Vg = 4 V . The Idc was swept from negative to
positive and the critical current Ic seen from Fig. 1(e) is about
45 nA. The dV/dI spectrum shows a residual resistance in
the superconducting branch, which will be elaborated in the
following paragraphs. Figure 1(f) shows the critical current
Ic, normal resistance Rn (at Idc = 0.5 μA), and IcRn result as
a function of Vg (from −50 V to 50 V). The IcRn shows a
maximum of 47.2 μV at Vg = −3 V.

To clarify the gate dependence of transport in nanowires
further, we study the zero-bias resistance of JJ1 at different
Vg. A sketch of the device configuration is shown in the top
panel in Fig. 2(a). Near the Nb contacts, the nanowire is n-type
doped [23] and the Fermi level could hardly be tuned by the
back gate Vg due to the electrostatic screening effect. When
applying a negative Vg, the Dirac point of the segment between
the two Nb electrodes would be pushed upward above the
Fermi level [39], as shown by the bottom panel in Fig. 2(a).
An n-p-n junction is thus formed, with potential barriers lo-
cated at the two p-n interfaces, which would greatly suppress
the conductivity and result in the quench of supercurrents
[Fig. 1(d)]. Sharp zero-bias resistance peaks are also clearly
observed at negative voltages [Fig. 2(b)]. When increasing the
bias voltage Vdc, the probability of carriers transmitting the
p-n interface is enhanced and gives rise to a resistance drop.
The largest zero-bias resistance peak occurs at the lowest gate
voltage (Vg = −47 V), where the Dirac point of the middle
segment of NW 1 is shifted far above the Fermi energy. For
Vg > 0, the whole nanowire is an n-type doped open system
where no tunnel barrier is expected [39]. However, as shown
in Fig. 2(c), the nanowire exhibits a residual resistance peak
(several hundred Ohms) at zero bias, suggesting incomplete
superconductivity. This partial superconducting state may
arise from the existence of a potential barrier induced by de-
fect states or impurities in the nanowire channel. Upon lifting
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FIG. 3. Magnetic modulation of supercurrents in the SQUID under an out-of-plane perpendicular field. (a) dV/dI as a function of Bz and
Idc at Vg = 4 V. (b) The corresponding supercurrent density profile Jc(y) of the Ic(Bz ) data extracted from (a). (c) dV/dI at a larger magnetic
field (Vg = 4 V). The green curve is the Gaussian fitting of Ic − Bz with a decaying coefficient σ of 50 mT. Inset: dV/dI mapping of JJ2.
Gaussian fitting of the Ic − Bz decaying is depicted by the green curve. The decaying coefficient σ is fitted to be 50 mT. (d) dV/dI as a
function of Bz and Idc at Vg = −1 V (near the Dirac point). (e) dV/dI versus Idc for 0 and 4 mT extracted from (d). (f) dV/dI as a function of
Bz and Idc at Vg = 20 V.

the Vdc, a resistance drop is observed due to overcoming the
potential barrier, similar to the case in Fig. 2(b). In addition,
the imperfect nanowire-superconductor interface, insufficient
filtering, and inevitable noise from the environment may also
play a role in the observation of residual resistance.

We next study the magnetic responses of the SQUID under
different gate voltages. Since the critical currents of JJ1 and
JJ2 are almost identical, a symmetric SQUID is expected.
In Fig. 3(a), the dV/dI mapping shows an obvious Ic − Bz

oscillation from 0 to 4 mT measured at Vg = 4 V. Indeed, the
Ic − Bz oscillation is equally periodic and does not decay in 0
to 4 mT as expected for a symmetric SQUID. The periodicity
of the Ic oscillation is extracted to be �Bz = 0.135 mT. From
the flux quantum �0 = �B · S, the area of the SQUID loop
is estimated to be 15 μm2, close to the actual geometric area
(∼14 μm2). The magnetic penetration depth λ of the Nb elec-
trodes is calculated to be about 470 nm from S = (L + 2λ)W ,
where L is the length of the SQUID and W is the width of the
SQUID. The feature of symmetric SQUID is further proved
by the calculated supercurrent density distribution Jc(y) in
Fig. 3(b). The corresponding Jc(y) shows two nearly identical
peaks localized 8 μm away from each other, well consistent
with the actual distance between the two NWs.

When increasing the magnetic field to larger values, the
envelope of critical current in the SQUID demonstrates a
monotonous decay with Bz. Figure 3(c) shows the overall

evolution of dV/dI versus Idc and Bz. The decaying Ic can

be fitted by the Gaussian function Ic(Bz ) ≈ Ic(0)e− B2
z

2σ2 [green
curve in Fig. 3(c)], where the obtained decaying coefficient
σ is 50 mT. The inset of Fig. 3(c) shows the dV/dI mapping
of a single NW-based junction, where a Gaussian-like decay
of Ic is also observed. For Bz < 60 mT, the magnetic length
ξB = √

�0/Bz > 186 nm is larger than the nanowire junction
width W (∼100 nm), where the narrow junction model applies
and the Ic can be fitted by the Gaussian function [23,40,41].
The Gaussian fitting yields a decaying coefficient σ of 50
mT—identical to that of the SQUID. Thus, the reduction of Ic

in the SQUID at higher fields should arise from the magnetic
reduction of the supercurrent in the single NW junction.

When the gate voltage is tuned near the Dirac point
[Fig. 3(d)], the SQUID exhibits an anomalous field-enhanced
superconductivity behavior. The envelope of critical current
Ic, at which the device is switched from the supercurrent
branch (blue region) to the normal one (red region), is en-
hanced upon the increment of Bz. As shown in Fig. 3(e), the
SQUID becomes less resistive and more superconducting, as
indicated by the drop of zero-bias resistance, when lifting Bz

from 0 to 4 mT. The gate-tuned experiment shows that the su-
percurrent enhancement only appears at Vg = −1 V (near the
Dirac point), but is absent at other gates [Fig. 3(a) and 3(f)].
The magnetic field-enhanced superconductivity itself is an
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(a) (b)

(c) (d)

FIG. 4. Critical currents of JJ2 and the SQUID under in-plane magnetic fields. (a) dV/dI mapping with an in-plane magnetic field
Bθ = 40 mT in JJ2 (Vg = 0 V). θ is defined as the relative angle between the magnetic field and Bx [Fig. 1(c)]. (b) dV/dI mapping under
an in-plane magnetic field with θ = 262 ◦ in JJ2 (Vg = 0 V). (c) dV/dI mapping with an in-plane magnetic field Bθ = 40 mT in the SQUID
(Vg = 1 V). (d) dV/dI mapping under an in-plane magnetic field with θ = 4.5◦ in the SQUID (Vg = 1 V).

interesting phenomenon, and here we discuss possible mech-
anisms for it. During our measurements, the enhancement is
reproducible by varying magnetic field sweep rates, and it ap-
pears at both a positive and negative magnetic field, excluding
the influence of measurement error and magnetic field offset.
The magnetic flux focusing and misalignment could possibly
lead to the increasing Ic upon applying magnetic fields. If
there is any, it should cause a similar supercurrent enhance-
ment despite different gates, which is obviously not the case in
our work. Therefore, the flux focusing and field misalignment
can be safely ruled out. Indeed, the enhancement takes place
near the Dirac point, where the bulk density of states is mini-
mized and the topological surface states become manifest. As
reported in Ref. [42], the topological surface states coupled
to an s-wave superconductor would give birth to unconven-
tional p-wave superconductivity, which would result in an
Ic dip at B = 0, especially when the interface transparency
is low. Here in our work, the formation of p-n junctions
when Vg < 0 would induce a low interface transparency and
facilitate the observation of Ic enhancement at finite magnetic
fields. However, more experimental and theoretical efforts are
required in the future to ascertain the existence of p-wave
superconductivity.

We further study the in-plane magnetic field effect on JJ2
and the SQUID. The angular dependence of the critical cur-
rent for JJ2 is measured at a fixed field amplitude in different
directions [Fig. 4(a)]. The critical current displays a π pe-
riodicity. When the magnetic field is parallel or antiparallel
to the current flow (θ ≈ 0◦ or 180◦), the critical current ob-
tains the minimum. When the magnetic field is perpendicular
to the current flow (θ = 262◦), the critical current shows a
maximum of 14 nA. This suggests that the decaying rate of
the supercurrent is dependent on the in-plane magnetic field
direction. The behavior might result from different amounts of
effective magnetic flux threading the NW when the magnetic
field is in-plane rotated. JJ2 is then measured at θ = 262◦.
The supercurrent persists up to a critical magnetic field as
large as ∼150 mT [Fig. 4(b)]. The in-plane magnetic field
rotation experiment is also performed in the SQUID. dV/dI
of the SQUID is shown in Fig. 4(c) (Bθ = 40 mT, Vg = 1 V).
The envelope of Ic shows a similar behavior as JJ2. Inside the
envelope, some fast oscillations can be captured, which may
result from the interference effect of the SQUID. Figure 4(d)
shows the dV/dI mapping of the SQUID at θ = 4.5◦. Simi-
larly, fast oscillations with a period of ∼17 mT appear inside
the superconducting region, which is absent in the single JJ.

224513-5



NA LI et al. PHYSICAL REVIEW B 107, 224513 (2023)

The fast oscillation may originate from the SQUID geome-
try. Since the substrate might not be strictly horizontal, an
out-of-plane component of the applied magnetic field is in-
evitable. Considering the period of �Bz = 0.135 mT [Fig. 3],
a 0.5 ° tilt of the substrate can induce a considerable out-
of-plane magnetic field component that will cause a SQUID
oscillation with an in-plane period of ∼17 mT inside the
envelope of Ic.

IV. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we have fabricated Nb-Cd3As2-Nb-based
JJs and a SQUID. The JJs exhibit gate-switchable super-
currents, providing a promising platform for developing a
Josephson supercurrent FET. In the presence of an out-
of-plane magnetic field, the Ic envelope of the SQUID
demonstrates an anomalous field enhancement near the Dirac

point. Besides, the SQUID shows a typical π periodicity
of a critical current with respect to the in-plane field di-
rection. This work demonstrates the ability to manufacture
Cd3As2 NW-based JJs and a SQUID with arbitrary geometry,
paving the way for designing and building the topological
NW-superconductor-based superconducting quantum circuits,
which is significant for realizing Majorana quantum state
braiding.
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