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Exploring the mechanism of unconventional superconductivity has been one of the most important topics
in condensed matter physics, while studying the magnetic and electronic properties of the parent compounds
of unconventional superconductors can provide helpful clues. Recently, superconductivity in the orthorhombic-
phase MnSe was successfully induced by applying high pressure, which makes MnSe the second Mn-based
superconductor after MnP. Based on the spin-polarized density functional theory calculations, we have studied
the magnetic and electronic properties of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe under high pressure. We show that
there may exist strong antiferromagnetic (AFM) fluctuations in a narrow energy window (less than 3 meV/Mn)
among an AFM state dubbed AFM3 and a series of staggered n-mer AFM states. Here the n-mer means
that a set of n adjacent spins on a line are parallelly aligned. In the AFM3 state and the n-mer AFM states,
the Mn spins show AFM coupling along the x axis and ferromagnetic (FM) coupling along the y axis, but
respectively host FM and staggered n-mer AFM correlations along the z axis. Our calculations indicate that the
orthorhombic-phase MnSe exhibits a metallic behavior in the low-energy magnetic states, in good accordance
with the previous experimental observations. We also map the calculated energies onto an effective Heisenberg
model and obtain the exchange couplings J , whose values can serve as a reference for analyzing the data from
magnetic measurements. Two usual mechanisms like Fermi surface nesting and electron-phonon coupling can
be ruled out as the origin of superconductivity. The magnetic properties in the orthorhombic-phase MnSe under
high pressure need future in-depth experimental examination.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Investigating the origin of unconventional superconduc-
tivity has been one of the most important subjects in
condensed matter physics. While the parent compounds
of unconventional superconductors often show long-range
magnetic orders, the unconventional superconductivity could
be induced by suppressing the static magnetic orders via
external pressure [1–4] or charge doping [5–12]. As a re-
sult, studying the magnetic and electronic properties of the
parent compounds of unconventional superconductors can
provide important clues for the underlying superconducting
mechanism. Generally, the parent compounds of cuprate su-
perconductors are Mott insulators with the antiferromagnetic
(AFM) Néel order in the CuO2 plane [13–15] due to the
strong correlation among Cu-3d electrons. In comparison,
most parent compounds of iron-based superconductors show
single-stripe (collinear) AFM order in the FeSe(As) layer and
are semimetals with moderate electronic correlation [16–24].
Among these materials, unconventional superconductivity is
closely related to magnetic instability.

Beyond the two families of cuprate and iron-based su-
perconductors, it is natural to search for other 3d magnetic
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compounds which can be superconducting and to investi-
gate their magnetic and electronic properties. Recently, an
Mn-based superconductor MnP was discovered and it devel-
ops an AFM-type magnetic order at low temperature before
becoming superconducting under pressure [25,26]. Both the
low-pressure and high-pressure magnetic phases of MnP were
well described by the first-principles calculations [27,28].
In last year, Hung et al. demonstrated that the high pres-
sure can also induce superconductivity in MnSe [29], namely
the second Mn-based superconductor after MnP. At normal
conditions, MnSe adopts a cubic NaCl-type structure [30]
and exhibits a semiconducting behavior with a band gap of
2.0 eV [31]. It undergoes a cubic (NaCl-type) to orthorhombic
(MnP-type) phase transition when the pressure increases to
20–30 GPa [29], which also accompanies a transition of Mn2+

from a high-spin (S = 5/2) state to a low-spin (S = 1/2)
state as well as metallization [32]. Hung et al. then observed
superconductivity in MnSe with Tc of 5 K at ∼12 GPa and the
highest Tc of 9 K at ∼35 GPa [29], and they suggested that
the pressure can suppress the AFM transition above ∼26 GPa
[29]. Correspondingly, the magnetic properties and electronic
structure of MnSe at high pressure need theoretical elucida-
tion.

In this work, we employed the first-principles elec-
tronic structure calculations to investigate the magnetic and
electronic properties of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe un-
der high pressure. We show that there are likely strong
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FIG. 1. (a) Crystal structure of the orthorhombic-phase (MnP-
type) MnSe under 30 GPa. (b) Schematics of the exchange
interactions between the Mn spins. Here, the dashed rectangle frames
represent the different Mn layers. The nearest-neighboring (NN) J1,
next-nearest-neighboring (NNN) J2, third NN J3, fourth NN J4, and
fifth NN J5 are labeled. (c) Brillouin zone (BZ) of the orthorhombic-
phase MnSe. The high-symmetry paths in the BZ are indicated by
the red lines.

antiferromagnetic fluctuations in a narrow energy window
(less than 3 meV/Mn) among an AFM state dubbed AFM3
and a series of staggered n-mer AFM states that we named.
Compared with the semiconducting character of the cubic
phase, the orthorhombic phase of MnSe exhibits a metallic

behavior in the AFM3 magnetic state, which is in accordance
with the previous experimental observations [29].

II. COMPUTATIONAL DETAILS

The first-principles electronic structure calculations on
MnSe were carried out by using the projector augmented wave
(PAW) method [33,34] as implemented in the VASP package
[35–37]. The generalized gradient approximation (GGA) of
the Perdew-Burke-Ernzerhof (PBE) type [38] was adopted
for the exchange-correlation functional. The kinetic energy
cutoff of the plane-wave basis was set to 500 eV. For the
orthorhombic-phase (MnP-type) MnSe, the lattice constants
were fixed to the experimental values at high pressure (P = 30
GPa: a = 5.7527 Å, b = 3.1045 Å, and c = 6.0434 Å) [29].
The nonmagnetic (NM), ferromagnetic (FM), and several an-
tiferromagnetic (AFM) states were studied with a 1 × 2 × 1
supercell and a 12 × 10 × 12 k-point mesh for the Brillouin
zone sampling, while other staggered n-mer AFM states were
investigated with the larger supercells (Fig. 2). The maximally
localized Wannier functions method [39,40] was used to cal-
culate the Fermi surface. As to the cubic-phase (NaCl-type)
MnSe, the lattice constants were fixed at the experimental val-
ues of a = b = c = 5.4630 Å [30] and the magnetic structure
determined by the neutron powder diffraction (NPD) mea-
surement [41] was adopted. Since the GGA functional fails to
describe the semiconducting behavior [31] of the cubic-phase
MnSe, we performed the GGA + U calculations based on the
scheme of Dudarev et al. [42] respectively with the effective
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FIG. 2. Sketches of various magnetic configurations for the Mn lattice of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe under 30 GPa. Here, the solid
cubes and rectangles represent the supercells, while the orange and green balls represent the spin-up and spin-down Mn atoms, respectively.
The n-mer magnetic states are all composed of the staggered n-mer chain lying along the z direction and the same (different) spin polarization
along the y (x) direction. Here the side views of the magnetic patterns for the dimer (n = 2), trimer (n = 3), tetramer (n = 4), pentamer (n = 5),
and hexamer (n = 6) states are demonstrated.
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TABLE I. Relative energies �E (in units of meV/Mn) of various magnetic states with respect to the NM state for the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe calculated with the fixed lattice constants [29] and relaxed internal atomic positions under the GGA level at 30 GPa. The corresponding
average local moments M (in units of μB) on Mn atoms are also listed.

State NM FM AFM1 AFM2 AFM3 AFM4 AFM5 AFM6

�E 0.00 −84.08 −112.87 −182.29 −192.02 −74.45 −118.61 −172.66
M − 1.84 1.78 2.21 2.13 2.02 2.07 2.06

State dimer1 dimer2 trimer tetramer1 tetramer2 pentamer hexamer1 hexamer2
�E −182.67 −182.68 −189.83 −190.01 −189.98 −190.84 −191.18 −191.16
M 2.09 2.09 2.10 2.11 2.11 2.12 2.10 2.11

Hubbard U values of 0, 2, and 5 eV on Mn 3d orbitals.
For both the orthorhombic and cubic phases, the tetrahedron
method with Blöchl corrections was utilized to calculate the
density of states (DOS) and total energies. All internal atomic
positions were relaxed until the forces on atoms were smaller
than 0.01 eV/Å.

III. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

A recent experiment demonstrated that MnSe transforms
to an orthorhombic phase (MnP-type structure, space group
Pnma) at 30 GPa [29]. As illustrated in Fig. 1(a), the primi-
tive cell of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe contains alternating
corrugated Mn and Se layers, where the Mn and Se atoms
form the edge-sharing MnSe6 octahedra. The corresponding
Brillouin zone (BZ) along with the high-symmetry k points
are schematically shown in Fig. 1(c). Figure 1(b) displays
the exchange interactions between the Mn spins. As we can
see, the nearest-neighboring (NN) J1 is between the two Mn
atoms of different layers within a unit cell, while the next-
nearest-neighboring (NNN) J2 is between the two Mn atoms
in the same layer within a unit cell. The third NN J3 and the
fifth NN J5 are between the two Mn atoms of the same layer
in adjacent unit cells along the y direction, and the fourth
NN J4 is between the two Mn atoms from different layers
in adjacent unit cells along the z direction. These exchange
interactions will be used in the following analyses on the
magnetic couplings.

We then studied the magnetic properties of the
orthorhombic-phase MnSe. Firstly, we considered the
nonmagnetic (NM) state, the ferromagnetic (FM) state,
as well as several antiferromagnetic (AFM) states including
the AFM1, AFM2, AFM3, AFM4, AFM5, and AFM6 states,
whose spin configurations are shown in Fig. 2. The calculated
relative energies of these magnetic states with respect to
the NM state are listed in Table I. Clearly, the AFM3 state
has the lowest energy among these states, while the energy
difference between the AFM2 and AFM3 states is only 9.73
meV/Mn. For the other states, the energy differences are
up to tens of meV/Mn. Focusing on the AFM2 and AFM3
states (Fig. 2), we find that their spin correlations along
the x axis are both antiferromagnetic and those along the y
axis are both ferromagnetic. The only difference between
these two states lies in the form of spin correlation along
the z axis: single-stripe (collinear) antiferromagnetic for the
AFM2 state but ferromagnetic for the AFM3 state. Thus we
conjectured that there should be a series of magnetic states

energetically between the AFM2 and AFM3 states. In all
likelihood, the spin correlations along the x, y, and z axes of
such magnetic states are antiferromagnetic, ferromagnetic,
and staggered n-mer (n > 1), respectively. Here, the n-mer
means that a set of n adjacent spins on a line are parallelly
aligned. We calculated the energies of eight such n-mer states
(Fig. 2), namely, dimer1 (n = 2), dimer2 (n = 2), trimer
(n = 3), tetramer1 (n = 4), tetramer2 (n = 4), pentamer
(n = 5), hexamer1 (n = 6), and hexamer2 (n = 6). As shown
in Table I, the energy differences between the n-mer (n = 2,
3, 4, 5, 6) and AFM3 states are less than that between the
AFM2 and AFM3 states. Specifically, the energies of the
dimer1 (dimer2), trimer, tetramer1 (tetramer2), pentamer,
hexamer1 (hexamer2) states are 9.35 (9.34), 2.19, 2.01 (2.04),
1.18, 0.84 (0.86) meV/Mn higher than that of the AFM3
state, respectively. And as n increases, the energy difference
between the n-mer and AFM3 states decreases. It turns
out that there are a large number of the quasidegenerate
AFM states energetically. This is likely to induce strong
antiferromagnetic fluctuations among the AFM3 state and the
n-mer states with large n for the orthorhombic-phase MnSe.

In addition to the energies of various magnetic states for the
orthorhombic-phase MnSe, the average local moments on Mn
atoms are also listed in Table I. The calculated local moment
on each Mn atom in MnSe at 30 GPa is about 2 μB, which is
in accordance with the previous experimental findings that the
Mn atom is on the verge of the intermediate-spin to low-spin
states under 30 GPa [32]. The further calculations indicate
that the local moment on each Mn atom reduces to 1.3 μB

at 35 GPa, approaching to a low-spin state [32]. These results
verify our theoretical description of the magnetic interactions
in the orthorhombic-phase MnSe under high pressure.

The above is the calculation results of magnetic properties
of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe at the GGA level. Since Mn
is a 3d element and the corresponding correlation is expected
to play a crucial role, we also performed the corresponding
calculations at the GGA + U level with the effective Hubbard
U of 1 eV (Table II). It can be seen that the conclusion related
to the orthorhombic-phase MnSe does not change qualita-
tively, that is, there may still exist AFM fluctuations in a small
energy window (∼7 meV/Mn). Meanwhile, the local moment
on each Mn atom with the effective Hubbard U of 1 eV is up
to about 2.8 μB, which is larger than that without the Hubbard
U (Table I). Considering that there is no qualitative change in
the conclusion, so next, we present the calculated results of
the orthorhombic-phase MnSe at the GGA level without the
Hubbard U .
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TABLE II. Relative energies �E (in units of meV/Mn) of various magnetic states with respect to the NM state for the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe calculated at the GGA + U level with an effective Hubbard U of 1 eV. The corresponding average local moments M (in units of μB) on
the Mn atoms are also listed.

State NM FM AFM1 AFM2 AFM3 AFM4 AFM5 AFM6

�E 0.00 −364.46 −364.82 −485.38 −491.59 −362.94 −406.98 −454.61
M − 2.78 2.88 2.87 2.85 2.86 2.77 2.54

State dimer1 dimer2 trimer tetramer1 tetramer2 pentamer hexamer1 hexamer2
�E −472.63 −472.64 −482.89 −484.81 −484.80 −486.00 −487.16 −487.15
M 2.85 2.85 2.83 2.85 2.85 2.85 2.85 2.85

To clarify the electronic properties of the orthorhombic-
phase MnSe under high pressure, we present in Fig. 3 the
band structure along the high-symmetry paths of the BZ, the
density of states (DOS), as well as the Fermi surfaces for the
AFM3 state, which is one of the most competing low-energy
magnetic states for MnSe at 30 GPa (Table I). From the band
structure [Fig. 3(a), left panel], we can see that there are
several bands crossing the Fermi level with large dispersions,
indicating a metallic behavior of the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe. The calculated local DOS shown in the right panel of
Fig. 3(a) indicates that the Mn-3d orbitals dominate around
the Fermi level. Meanwhile, the Fermi surfaces displayed in
Fig. 3(b) demonstrate the three-dimensional (3D) character
of the electronic structure. There are one large electron-type
pocket and one large hole-type pocket. And it should be noted
that the small Fermi sheet [right panel in Fig. 3(b)] formed by
the green band is not along the high-symmetry path [Fig. 3(a),
left panel]. These electronic bands provide the itinerant car-

(b)

(a)

FIG. 3. (a) Band structure along the high-symmetry paths of the
BZ and local density of states (DOS) for the AFM3 state of the
orthorhombic-phase MnSe under 30 GPa. The Fermi energy is set
to zero. (b) Fermi surfaces of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe in the
AFM3 state at 30 GPa.

riers for superconductivity in the orthorhombic-phase MnSe
under pressure.

IV. DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY

Magnetic interactions in magnetic systems can be quan-
tified by the Heisenberg model. To describe the magnetic
interactions among those Mn spins in the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe, we employed an effective Heisenberg model,

H = −J1

∑

〈i, j〉
�Si · �S j − J2

∑

〈〈i, j〉〉
�Si · �S j − J3

∑

〈〈〈i, j〉〉〉
�Si · �S j

−J4

∑

〈〈〈〈i, j〉〉〉〉
�Si · �S j − J5

∑

〈〈〈〈〈i, j〉〉〉〉〉
�Si · �S j, (1)

where J1, J2, J3, J4, and J5 denote the respective couplings
between the nearest, the next-nearest, the third-nearest, the
fourth-nearest, and the fifth-nearest neighboring Mn spins
[Fig. 1(b)], and S is the local magnetic moment on Mn atom.
Here J < 0 represents the AFM coupling between Mn spins,
otherwise, it represents the FM coupling. The values of J1, J2,
J3, J4, and J5 can be obtained via the energy differences among
the AFM1, AFM2, AFM3, AFM4, AFM5, and AFM6 states.
According to the calculated energy data (Table I), we obtain
the values of J1, J2, J3, J4, and J5, which are listed in Table III.
The negative J2 and positive J3 account for the spin correla-
tions along the x and y directions being antiferromagnetic and
ferromagnetic, respectively.

Next, we show that the Heisenberg model Eq. (1) can
effectively describe a variety of magnetic states in the
orthorhombic-phase MnSe. According to Eq. (1), the energy
formulas of the dimer1, dimer2, tetramer1, tetramer2, hex-
amer1, and hexamer2 states in their respective supercells can
be expressed as

Edi1 = 0J1S2 + 16J2S2 − 16J3S2 + 0J4S2 + 32J5S2, (2)

Edi2 = 0J1S2 + 16J2S2 − 16J3S2 + 0J4S2 + 32J5S2, (3)

Ete1 = −16J1S2 + 32J2S2 − 32J3S2 − 16J4S2 + 64J5S2,

(4)

TABLE III. Exchange couplings J1, J2, J3, J4, and J5 (in units of
meV/S2) between the Mn spins calculated via the energy differences
among the AFM1, AFM2, AFM3, AFM4, AFM5, and AFM6 states.

Exchange couplings J1 J2 J3 J4 J5

Value 6.2 −14.2 14.0 −3.7 −1.6
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Ete2 = −16J1S2 + 32J2S2 − 32J3S2 − 16J4S2 + 64J5S2,

(5)

Ehe1 = −32J1S2 + 48J2S2 − 48J3S2 − 32J4S2 + 96J5S2,

(6)

Ehe2 = −32J1S2 + 48J2S2 − 48J3S2 − 32J4S2 + 96J5S2.

(7)

Here Edi1, Edi2, Ete1, Ete2, Ehe1, and Ehe2 represent the energies
of the dimer1, dimer2, tetramer1, tetramer2, hexamer1, and
hexamer2 states, respectively. As we can see, the dimer1
and dimer2 states have the same energy formulas, as do
the tetramer1 and tetramer2 states, as well as the hexamer1
and hexamer2 states. These agree with our calculated results
that Edimer1 = Edimer2, Etetramer1 = Etetramer2, and Ehexamer1 =
Ehexamer2, as shown in Table I. In addition, according to the
above model, the energy sequence from high to low among
the AFM2, AFM3, dimer1/2, trimer, tetramer1/2, pentamer,
and hexamer1/2 states is EAFM2, Edimer1/2, Etrimer, Etetramer1/2,
Epentamer, Ehexamer1/2, EAFM3 when J1 > −J4. The derived val-
ues of J1 and J4 satisfy this inequation, also consistent with
the calculated results that there are a series of staggered n-mer
AFM states whose energies are between those of the AFM2
and AFM3 states and the energies of these n-mer states de-
crease and approach to that of the AFM3 state with increasing
n, namely these AFM states are energetically in quasidegen-
eracy. Actually, along z axis any combinations of staggered
n-mers basically give the similar energies [43]. All of the
above analyses show that the magnetic interactions among
these magnetic states we considered in the orthorhombic-
phase MnSe can be described by the effective Heisenberg
model.

The above exchange couplings J that we obtained for
the effective Heisenberg model of MnSe have the following
significances. They can serve as a reference for the neutron
scattering experimentalists to fit the spin wave spectra [44]
and for the high-field magnetometry researchers to estimate
the field strength to suppress the antiferromagnetism. Mean-
while, they can also be adopted in a high-temperature coupled
cluster expansion of the model, which provides insights in the
understanding of the measured susceptibility and specific heat
for the paramagnetic phase.

At present, the proposed mechanisms for unconventional
superconductivity include Fermi surface nesting [45–47],
electron-phonon coupling (EPC) [48], spin fluctuations [49],
etc. From Fig. 3(b), it can be seen that there is no Fermi
surface nesting in the orthorhombic-phase MnSe, which rules
out the Fermi surface nesting as a potential superconducting
mechanism. In addition, we performed the EPC calculations
for the orthorhombic-phase MnSe at 30 GPa via Quantum
ESPRESSO (QE) package [50], so as to examine the im-
portance of EPC mechanism. However, it is found that the
maximum value of mode-resolved EPC constant does not
exceed 0.25 for each specific q point, which indicates that
the EPC strength in the orthorhombic-phase MnSe is too
weak to yield the experimental Tc of about 5.8 ∼ 8 K at
30 GPa [29]. Similar to our previous findings in bulk β-FeSe
[43], α-RuCl3 [51], and LiV2O4 [52] in which there exist a

FIG. 4. (a) Total DOS for the cubic-phase (NaCl-type) MnSe at
ambient pressure calculated with the effective Hubbard U values of
0, 2, and 5 eV. (b) Partial DOS (PDOS) of the Mn atom in the cubic-
phase MnSe calculated with U = 0 eV. The Fermi level is set to zero.
Inset shows the crystal structure of the cubic phase.

series of almost degenerate low-lying magnetic states, here
the AFM3 state and a series of staggered n-mer AFM states
are energetically quasidegenerated in the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe, which may induce strong AFM fluctuations like in bulk
β-FeSe [43]. This kind of magnetic instability potentially can
play a role in superconductivity of the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe, as in cuprate and iron-based superconductors [53–60].

In summary, we have investigated the magnetic and elec-
tronic properties of the orthorhombic-phase MnSe under high
pressure via the first-principles electronic structure calcu-
lations. Our calculations show that there may exist strong
antiferromagnetic fluctuations in a narrow energy window
(less than 3 meV/Mn) among the AFM3 state and a series
of staggered n-mer AFM states that we named, including
the hexamer1 (n = 6), hexamer2 (n = 6), pentamer (n =
5), tetramer1 (n = 4), tetramer2 (n = 4), and trimer (n = 3)
states. These n-mer states are such states that the spin correla-
tions along the x, y, and z axes show AFM, FM, and staggered
n-mer AFM couplings, respectively. The larger n is, the closer
the energy of the n-mer state is to that of the AFM3 state.
Moreover, the moderate local moments on the Mn atoms for
the metallic orthorhombic phase of MnSe under high pressure,
rather than the high-spin state in the insulating cubic phase
of MnSe at ambient pressure (see Appendix), can benefit
to the spin fluctuations, which potentially may be related to
the superconducting mechanism of the orthorhombic-phase
MnSe.
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APPENDIX

The crystal structure of MnSe undergoes several compli-
cated changes with the applied pressure [29]. Apart from the
above orthorhombic phase under high pressure, MnSe is in

the cubic phase (NaCl-type structure) at ambient pressure,
as illustrated in the inset of Fig. 4(b). From the total DOS
[Fig. 4(a)] calculated with the addition of effective Hubbard
U (U = 0, 2, and 5 eV) and the magnetic structure deter-
mined by neutron powder diffraction (NPD) measurement
[41], we can see that the cubic-phase MnSe is semiconducting
at ambient pressure, which is consistent with the previous
experiment [31] and calculations [61,62]. According to the
partial DOS (PDOS) in Fig. 4(b), the five Mn-3d orbitals
are all half occupied, also in accordance with the previously
suggested high-spin state (S = 5/2) of Mn2+ in the cubic
phase [32].
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