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Switchable topological phase transition and nonlinear optical properties in a ReC2H monolayer

Chunmei Zhang ,1,*,† Hanqi Pi,2,* Liqin Zhou,2,* Si Li,1 Jian Zhou ,3 Aijun Du,4 and Hongming Weng 2,5,‡

1School of Physics, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China
2Beijing National Laboratory for Condensed Matter Physics and Institute of Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China

3Center for Alloy Innovation and Design, State Key Laboratory for Mechanical Behavior of Materials, Xi’an Jiaotong University,
Xi’an 710049, China

4School of Chemistry and Physics, Queensland University of Technology, Gardens Point Campus, Brisbane, QLD 4001, Australia
5Songshan Lake Materials Laboratory, Dongguan, Guangdong 523808, China

(Received 11 March 2022; accepted 31 May 2022; published 9 June 2022)

The topological phase transitions (TPTs) in three-dimensional compounds have attracted great attention
in both condensed-matter physics and applied physics. Compared to the TPT in bulk structures, TPTs in
noncentrosymmetric two-dimensional materials are less common and require further study. This work explores
an inversion asymmetry structure, ReC2H monolayer by first-principle calculation. We show that it undergoes
two TPTs at the critical biaxial strain of 2.3 and 7.8%, where the material transforms from normal insulator to
Z2 topological insulator and back to normal insulator, respectively. In the first TPT, the band inversion occurs
at the generic momentum. The second one occurs at the high-symmetric K point, identified by an exchange in
the components (or irreducible representations) of the wave functions. These quantities are challenging to be
detected using experimental techniques, such as angle-resolved photoemission spectroscopy. Since the nonlinear
optical (NLO) response is very sensitive to the components and symmetries of the engaged bands, we study the
shift current generation during the two aforementioned TPTs. We find that in both TPTs, the shift vectors change
sign around momenta where the band gap closes and reopens. By considering the overall contribution of shift
vectors weighted by the absorption rate in the whole Brillouin zone, the shift current may keep its direction under
band inversion. This work offers the insight that a scrutinized examination is highly demanded in utilizing the
shift current to detect TPT.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Topological materials are classified as topological insula-
tors (TIs), topological crystalline insulators, and topological
semimetals (TSMs) according to different nontrivial topologi-
cal invariants. Among them, TIs that possess a Z2 invariant are
protected by time-reversal symmetry and the corresponding
gapless surface/edge Dirac state. TSMs have a conduction
band crossing with a valence band at the Fermi level, and their
crossing points can be identified by the topological charge in-
variant. Typical TSMs, including Dirac semimetals and Weyl
semimetals (WSMs), can be viewed as critical phases during
the topological phase transition (TPT) between the topolog-
ical trivial (Z2 = 0) and nontrivial (Z2 = 1) states proposed
by Murakami [1]. TPT can be driven by external stimuli
such as electric field [2], magnetization [3], mechanical strain,
hydrostatic pressure [4,5], etc. In a simple model, all these
approaches modulate the effective mass parameter "m” [1]
near the Fermi level. Quite a few exotic physical phenomena
occur during TPT, which can be used to identify topologi-
cal materials in practice. For example, when the temperature

*These authors contributed equally to this work.
†chunmeizhang@nwu.edu.cn
‡hmweng@iphy.ac.cn

drops, ZrTe5 and HfTe5 will experience insulator-metal transi-
tion and enhanced diamagnetism [6]. Exploring more unique
and intriguing phenomena during TPT is significant in un-
derstanding and developing their potential applications and
actual usage. As most optical processes are determined by
interband transitions between the valence and conduction
bands, one may expect that a TPT can be traced by inspecting
optical responses [7–9]. In addition, the optical approach is
advantageous for its noncontacting and highly tunable na-
ture, which does not require mechanical or electrochemical
methods to contact the systems during operation directly.
Moreover, tuning of light frequency, incident angle, polariza-
tion, and intensity can be easily performed without directly
affecting the samples. Hence, it is less likely to cause lattice
damage and rarely introduces unwanted impurities.

One of the intriguing optical responses in noncentrosym-
metric systems is the bulk photovoltaic effect (BPVE)
[10–12], which yields steady-state electric current under ho-
mogeneous optical illumination [13]. This nonlinear optical
(NLO) approach can generate current while avoiding the tra-
ditional complicated fabrication process of heterostructures,
such as p-n junction. It offers great potential in energy harvest-
ing, photodetection, and rectification [14]. Microscopically,
photon irradiation generates electron-hole pairs via electronic
interband transition [7], which is governed by the geometry
features of wave functions such as Berry connection and
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quantum metric dipoles in the momentum space [15–17].
In time-reversal symmetric systems, the primary BPVE is
the generation of shift current under linearly polarized light,
which arises from the displacement of carrier positions during
the interband optical excitation [18]. Thus, the shift current
reflects the topological nature via interband Berry connection.
Described by the formula composed of Berry connection, the
shift vector that evaluates the k-resolved shift-current genera-
tion is a gauge-invariant quantity. It can be interpreted as the
difference of intracell coordinates between the valence and
conduction bands, which is odd and usually flips its sign under
band inversion during TPT [18,19]. As the net shift current is
the product of absorption rate and shift vector, one may expect
that the change of photocurrent magnitude and/or direction
could be utilized to detect band inversion during TPT [7].

Generally, TIs possess intrinsic band inversion and en-
hanced Berry connection near their band gap [20–24], which
could significantly boost their linear [24] and nonlinear [7,9]
optical responses. In addition, at the critical TPT point, the
electronic joint density of states (JDOS) scales with ω2 (ω be-
ing the frequency of the incident light) [21]. Simultaneously,
it also leads to the singularity of the Berry connection owing
to a zero band gap. Hence, the shift-current responses in the
low-energy limit may be anomalously large [21,22]. Similar
design principles for searching shift-current materials aim
at discovering semi-Dirac type Hamiltonians and/or strong
JDOS singularity [25]. From the materials realization perspec-
tive, a large shift current has been experimentally detected to
be 154 ± 17 μA/V2 (at the photon energy ћω = 0.12 eV) in
TaAs [21], consistent with the above analyses. In addition, Xu
et al. [23] have theoretically predicted 46 WSM candidate ma-
terials based on high-throughput calculations, and they show
that most of them exhibit giant shift-current conductance.

The above topological viewpoint offers a route to the ra-
tional design of large NLO materials. However, there are still
several problems that remain unsolved: (i) Most investigations
are performed on three-dimensional (3D) WSMs. Considering
that two-dimensional (2D) materials often show stronger van
Hove singularities in their density of states at the band edge
[26], a much-enhanced shift current could be expected. Un-
fortunately, 2D noncentrosymmetric TIs with well-controlled
TPT are poorly studied either from the material design per-
spective or in terms of the NLO effects. (ii) Since shift current
is the overall contribution of shift vectors weighted by the ab-
sorption rate in the whole Brillouin zone (BZ), the reversal of
the shift vector direction at some momenta does not guarantee
the direction change of the shift current, especially when the
band inversion momenta barely contribute to the shift current.
Nevertheless, these issues have not been carefully discussed.

In this work, we address these problems based on density-
functional theory (DFT) calculations, by investigating a 2D
system, a single-side hydrogenated rhenium carbide (ReC2H)
monolayer which belongs to the C3v symmetry group. The
inversion asymmetry, together with strong spin-orbit coupling
(SOC), gives rise to giant Rashba spin splitting in the system’s
electronic bands at generic k points. We find that the SOC
band gap is direct, controllable, and can be effectively tuned
by a biaxial mechanical strain. In detail, this system experi-
ences two TPTs under intermediate biaxial strains, namely,
from a normal insulator to a Z2-TI at a critical strain (εc1)

FIG. 1. (a) Side view of 1 × 1 × 2 supercell ReC2 compound.
(b), (c) top and side views of ReC2H monolayer, where C1 and C2
are labeled to differentiate C atoms. (d) The 2D BZ and the projected
one-dimensional BZ along the armchair direction. The band structure
of ReC2H monolayer was calculated at the GGA level of theory (e)
without and (f) with SOC. The Fermi level is denoted by the red
dashed horizontal line.

around 2.3%, and back to a normal insulator when strain
exceeds 7.8% (εc2). During the two TPTs, the dependence of
shift current is also analyzed. The shift-current direction is
unchanged across εc1, while it reverses at εc2. This has been
analyzed and it is noted that the band inversion reverses the
shift vector locally in the momentum space while the shift
current is determined by its integration weighted by absorp-
tion rate.

II. RESULTS

A. Geometric structure of ReC2H monolayer

The experimental crystal structure of ReC2 [27] is shown
in Fig. 1(a). It crystallizes in the hexagonal structure with the
space group of P̄6m2 (No. 187) and presents trivial metallic
conductivity [27]. When it is H-passivated on a single side,
the single-layer ReC2H [Figs. 1(b) and 1(c)] belongs to the
space group P3m1 (No. 156) without inversion symmetry.
The optimized lattice constant is 3.002 Å. The single-sided
H passivation breaks the out-of-plane mirror symmetry.

From a material realization perspective, hydrogenation en-
gineering has been experimentally fabricated and theoretically
investigated extensively [28], i.e., atomic-scale patterning of
H on various bulk or 2D semiconductors such as Si [29,30],
Ge [31,32], etc. In the current system, H atoms passivate the
C dangling bonds, which not only act as a resist in analogy
to that used in optical lithography [31] but also tune the
chemical potential. The H adsorption energy is calculated
to be −1.094 eV/atom, indicating strong chemical bonding.
In addition, the crystal structure of the ReC2H monolayer
resembles that of the 2H-MoS2, which has been synthesized
by chemical vapor deposition [33,34]. To examine its dynamic
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stability, we present our calculated phonon spectra in Fig.
S1(a) and S1(b) [35], where no imaginary frequencies can be
seen over the whole BZ. The ab initio molecular-dynamics
(AIMD) simulations are further carried out for 10 ps at 300
and 500 K [Figs. S1(c) and S1(d) [35]]. No evidence of
structural destruction can be observed, suggesting thermal
stability. Hence, the structure belongs to a local minimum on
the potential-energy landscape, which is protected by a high-
energy barrier against structural transformation or destruction.
There is a good synthesis possibility in experiments.

B. Electronic structure analysis

We first calculate the band structure of ReC2H without
SOC using generalized gradient approximation (GGA) func-
tional and plot it along the high-symmetric k path in Fig. 1(e),
which indicates that it is a semiconductor with a band gap
of about 0.3 eV. The bands near the Fermi level are mainly
contributed by C2 (unsaturated carbon) pz orbital and Re dxy,
dx2−y2 orbitals. Including SOC would break the spin rotational
symmetry and trigger Rashba-like spin splitting at generic k
points [36] [Fig. 1(f)]. Note that the spin degeneracy at time-
reversal invariant momenta � and M results from Kramers
degeneracy. The Rashba splitting greatly reduces the band
gap to ∼0.1 eV. This would reduce the potential critical field
for TPT. Thus, we mainly focus on the discussion of the
electronic structure with SOC in our following discussions.

When the space-inversion symmetry is broken, the topo-
logical invariant Z2 for a band insulator with time-reversal
symmetry can be obtained through the evolution of Wannier
charge centers of occupied states, as shown in Fig. S4 [35,37–
39]. The calculated Z2 invariant as a function of mechanical
strains is shown in Fig. 2, with part of the valence- and con-
duction bands along the � − K−M path near the K point. The
whole band structures are plotted in Fig. S3 [35]. We find that
the bands near the Fermi level are mainly from Re-dxy, Re-
dx2−y2 (weighted by green curve), and C2 pz orbitals (weighted
by red curve) [in Figs. 2(a)–2(l)]. As tensile strain increases,
the band gap closes and reopens twice, indicating two TPTs
at εc1 = 2.3% and εc2 = 7.8%, respectively. Detailed analy-
sis reveals that the first TPT occurs at a generic momentum
around the path K−M, and the second one is at K . Before
εc2, the irreducible representations (IRs) for valence-band
maximum (VBM) and conduction-band minimum (CBM) are
GM5 and GM6, respectively. The energy orders of them are
inverted at εc2. More details for the IRs of bands at K are listed
in Table S1. It should be noted that there is also band exchange
in IRs around a strain of 7% [Fig. 2(i)] in the two conduction
bands. Although it does not affect the topological property of
the occupied states, it enables the second TPT.

The band inversion identified by IRs of related bands is
seen in the second TPT, but this method fails in understanding
the first TPT since the CBM and VBM at generic momenta
have the same IRs. On the other hand, the orbital compo-
nents resemble each other in the first TPT, as shown in Table
S3 [35]. Therefore, the first TPT is not easily captured by
these two methods, although Z2 changes from 0 to 1. The
strain-induced TPT of ReC2H can be understood with the the-
ory proposed by Murakami et al. [1] Around the gap-closing
point, the k · p Hamiltonian reduces to a two-component

Hamiltonian, H = mσz + (kx − k0x )σx + (ky − k0y)σy. Taking
the first TPT as an example, the mass parameter m changes
sign around a strain of 2.3%, which is accompanied by a TPT.
The TPT point is located at (k0x, k0y) when m equals to 0. In
general, the location of the TPT point can be at any generic
momentum. According to the space group P3m1 of this sys-
tem, in the first TPT, there are altogether 12 gap-closing points
that are related by C3 rotation, mirror symmetry, and time-
reversal symmetry. In the second TPT, the gap-closing points
are at K and K ′.

As the gapless topological boundary state is an essential
character for a TI belonging to the nontrivial Z2 classification,
we further calculate the one-dimensional (1D) edge states.
Both armchair [Figs. 2(m)–2(o)] and zigzag (Fig. S5 [35])
edge states are plotted for ε = 0.9, 4, and 10%, respectively.
The 1D Dirac cones of the edge state for 0.9 and 10% tensile
ReC2H monolayers connect the valence band only, indicat-
ing the system is topologically trivial with Z2 = 0. On the
contrary, two helical edge states protected by time-reversal
symmetry clearly appear at ε = 4%, where the Dirac cone at
time-reversal invariant momentum X̄ is demanded by Kramers
degeneracy and its two branches connecting the projections
of bulk valence- and conduction bands, respectively. This
demonstrates the nontrivial topology for Z2 = 1.

C. Shift-current variation under topological phase transition

As both theory and experiment demonstrate that topolog-
ical materials can exhibit large NLO responses [7,40], we
further consider the influence of band topology on the shift
current. In the current system, there are two TPTs under ten-
sile strain; one has explicit band inversion while the other does
not. It would be interesting to investigate the TPTs’ influence
on the NLO responses.

The inversion symmetry-broken monolayer ReC2H has a
mirror plane perpendicular to x̂, which is along the zigzag
direction. The synergistic effects of mirror reflection and C3

rotation lead to four independent nonvanishing shift-current
response tensors, namely, in-plane σ yyy = −σ yxx = −σ xxy

and out-of-plane σ zxx = σ zyy, σ zzz, σ xxz = σ yyz. In this 2D
system, since the out-of-plane conductivity component is not
a well-defined quantity, we mainly focus on the discussion
of the in-plane component σ yyy. Around the first and second
TPTs, σ yyy variation under incident photon energy is calcu-
lated and shown in Figs. 3(a) and 3(b), respectively. It is
noticed in both figures that the first peak of σ yyy is mainly
contributed by the transitions between the bands around K ,
since the corresponding photon energy is comparable with the
direct band-gap value around K in Fig. 2.

Across the first TPT, the incident photon energy of the
first σ yyy peak decreases continuously, while the peak value
increases with strain from 0 to 2.3% and then reduces after
εc1. The maximum value reaches 600 Å · μA/V2 (at ћω =
0.070 eV and εc1 = 2.3%). Before and after this TPT, the
sign of σ yyy remains unchanged. When ε increases from 0.9
to 2.3%, the band gap at the K point decreases steadily,
which contributes most to the first peak of σ yyy, making the
magnitude of the first peak increase steadily. After εc1

(2.3%), the main contribution point moves away from the K
point slightly, which should have a smaller adsorption rate

245108-3



ZHANG, PI, ZHOU, LI, ZHOU, DU, AND WENG PHYSICAL REVIEW B 105, 245108 (2022)

FIG. 2. [(a)–(l)] Band structure and Z2 invariant for ReC2H monolayer under 0.9–10% strain. The red curve represents the weight of C2
pz orbitals, and the green curve denotes the weight from Re dxy, dx2−y2 orbitals. The band structure is calculated along the high-symmetry path
� − K−M around K . (m)–(o) The 1D armchair edge states of 0.9, 4, and 10% tensile ReC2H monolayer. The Fermi level is marked by the
black dashed line.

compared with the K point. This can be inferred from Table
S2 [35] that the band gap at the K point is slightly smaller
than the incident energy of the first peak of σ yyy. Thus, the
magnitude of the first peak of σ yyy decreases after εc1.

On the other hand, around the second TPT (6–12%),
σ yyy peak value decreases from ∼500 Å · μA/V 2 (ε = 6.0%)
to ∼70 Å · μA/V 2 (ε = 7.8%). After the second TPT, σ yyy

reverses its sign and increases its value from −150 to

∼−200 Å · μA/V 2 (at ε = 10%) gradually. Before the second
TPT, the first peak value of σ yyy keeps decreasing and the
peak frequency shifts to higher energies from ε = 7 to 7.8%.
This counterintuitive shift-current value changes should be
noted. The reason is that the first peak position of σ yyy is
not exactly located at K but slightly away from the K point.
In structures with ε from 5 to 7%, the highest valence band
and the lowest conduction band are almost parallel in a small
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FIG. 3. Shift-current conductance σ yyy around the (a) first and (b)
second TPT under different strains.

region on the K-M path which results in a large JDOS and
a large contribution to shift current. Similarly, under ε from
7 to 7.8%, transitions between the highest valence band and
the second-lowest conduction band around the K point have a
more sizable contribution compared to the band edge (inferred
from Table S2 [35]), which shifts the peak frequency value to
the gap between the former mentioned two bands and reduces
the intensity of shift current.

As the intensity of the shift current is inversely proportional
to the magnitude of the gap, the shift current usually behaves
divergently near TPT at zero frequency. However, here, the
shift current in the structures with ε from 0.9 to 2.2% mostly
comes from the K point and around, where the gap monoton-
ically decreases but never closes, resulting in the vanishing
shift current at the zero-frequency limit. This explanation also
applies to the vanishing value at the zero-frequency limit for
the second TPT.

We further move to analyze the band topological effect
on the shift-current direction. As described in the Methods
section, the shift current can be expressed as the integral of the
product of the absorption rate |rb

mn|2δ(ωnm − ω) and the shift
vector Ra,b

mn = ∂aφ
b
mn−Aa

mm + Aa
nn, where m and n are band

indices. The sign of the absorption rate is always positive,
while under band inversion, the shift vector Ra,b

mn changes to
Ra,b

nm with a sign change. Hence, one expects that TPT prefers
to flip the shift-current direction. This simple assumption is
consistent with calculations in the second TPT in our system
[Fig. 3(b)]. However, it is oversimplified for the first TPT,
where the shift-current direction is not changed [Fig. 3(a)].

The phenomenon that the distinct shift-current direction
behavior across two TPTs is witnessed, we further elaborate
on the possible mechanism below. The k-resolved shift vector
Rcv (k) in the BZ, including the highest valence and the lowest
conduction bands, are plotted for the ε = 2.2 and 2.3%, as
shown in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), respectively. The gap-closing k
points are marked as 1, 2, and 3. For clarity reason, we plot
shift-vector curves along ky passing through these points in
Figs. 4(c) and 4(d). It can be seen that the shift vector Rcv (k)
reverses its sign across the first TPT when the strain changes

from 2.2 to 2.3%. This indicates that the shift-vector Rcv (k)
sign is locked with band inversion during TPT. We compare
the k-resolved shift current for strains of 0.9% (Z2 = 0) and
4% (Z2 = 1) with incident light at the corresponding band
gap [h̄ω = 0.053 and 0.037 eV in Figs. 4(e) and 4(f)] and
at the K point [h̄ω = 0.090 and 0.065 eV in Figs. 4(g) and
4(h)]. Figure 4(i) shows the enlarged shift-current distribution
around K . After TPT, the shift vector Rcv (k) indeed flips
its sign around TPT points [Figs. 4(i-1) and 4(i-2)], but the
absorption rate is negligibly small compared with that around
K [Figs. 4(i-3) and 4(i-4)], where no band inversion occurs.
It coincides with the fact that the peak keeps moving towards
lower frequency after the band-gap reopening [Fig. 3(a)], dif-
ferent from the picture presented in Ref. [7]. This is due to the
large shift-current contribution around K , at which the band
gap continues to decrease towards the second TPT. However,
one should note that k points in BZ contribute differently [41]
to the shift current as the absorption rate |rb

mn|2δ(ωnm − ω) is
k dependent. With an intensive band-structure study across
the first TPT, we find that there is van Hove singularity near
the valence- and conduction-band edge at K [Figs. 2(a)–2(f)],
which leads to a much larger JDOS than the TPT points (Fig.
S5 [35]). Thus, the main contribution to the shift current is
from K , rather than the generic band-edge momenta for the
first TPT.

In comparison, the shift-current behavior at the second
TPT agrees well with previous conclusions [7]. The band
inversion occurs at K , where the shift vector flips its sign
[Figs. 4(j) and 4(k)]. The bands around K also contribute to the
shift current [Figs. 4(l) and 4(m)]. The photon energy adopted
in Figs. 4(j)–4(m) is the same as the band gap at the K point
for ε = 7 and 10%.

Finally, we compare the value of the shift-current con-
ductance of ReC2H with previously proposed 2D systems:
∼150 Å · μA/V2 for GeS (at a photon energy of ∼2.500 eV)
[41,42], ∼700 Å · μA/V2 for WS2 [41] (at an excitation en-
ergy of ∼2.719 eV), 220 μA/V2 for Bi (110) monolayer (at
a photon energy of 0.670 eV) [43], and ∼8 μA/V2 for 2H
MoS2 monolayer (with the photon energy of 2.800 eV) [44].
Thus, we note that the shift-current conductivity is quite large
for the ReC2H monolayer.

III. DISCUSSION

In conclusion, we investigate the interplay between TPT
and NLO shift current generation in a 2D noncentrosymmet-
ric ReC2H monolayer. Under tensile biaxial strain, the band
inversion emerges twice at generic momenta and K , respec-
tively, which enables a topologically trivial-nontrivial-trivial
phase transition with the critical strain of 2.3 and 7.8%. For its
NLO response, the phenomenon of the enhanced shift-current
conductivity at both TPTs is witnessed in line with other refer-
ences. The shift current conductivity reaches 600 Å · μA/V2

at an incident photon energy of 0.070 eV, comparable to
previous proposed 2D materials. Remarkably, the shift current
reverses direction at the second TPT but not at the first TPT.
Our system with two TPTs offers a material realization, which
evidences that TPT is accompanied by the shift-vector sign
change but does not necessarily flip the direction of the shift
current. Thus, a careful analysis is required in utilizing shift
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FIG. 4. (a), (b) The shift-vector distribution Rcv (k) for ReC2H monolayer with ε = 2.2 and 2.3%, which only includes the contribution
from the highest valence- and the lowest conduction bands. The marked points 1, 2, and 3 are along K-M line, which are close to the first
TPT point. (c), (d) The shift-vector distribution along ky with specified kx value the same as those of points 1 and 2. (e)–(h) Distribution of
shift current in the whole BZ for ε = 0.9 and 4%. The incident light with excitation energy (Enm = h̄ωnm) of 0.053 and 0.037 eV (which is the
band gap near TPT point), and 0.090 and 0.065 eV (band gap at K point) are used for ε = 0.9 and 4%, respectively. (i) The enlarged plots of
shift-current distribution around K for ε = 0.9 and 4%. Distribution of (j), (k) shift vector and (i)–(m) shift current in the whole BZ for ε = 7
and 10%. The incident light with excitation energy of 0.065 and 0.080 eV are used, being the same as the band gap at K for ε = 7 and 10%.

current to detect TPT. On the other hand, if the k-resolved shift
vector could be measured by some experimental technique, it
would be a promising approach to characterizing TPT. Other
optical rectification processes are not included in this study,
and their effects will be discussed elsewhere. The combi-

nation of inversion-asymmetric polar TI, giant NLO effect,
and the relationship between TPT and shift current could
generate considerable impact in the fields of optical detector
and sensor, energy harvesting and transfer, and terahertz wave
generation.

245108-6



SWITCHABLE TOPOLOGICAL PHASE TRANSITION AND … PHYSICAL REVIEW B 105, 245108 (2022)

IV. METHODS

The DFT calculations are performed with the QUANTUM

ESPRESSO package [45], using the projector augmented-wave
method [46] in PSLIBRARY [47], the Perdew-Burke-Ernzerhof
exchange-correlation functional [48], and a plane-wave basis
set with an energy cutoff of 60 Ry for valence electrons.
A vacuum space of about 15 Å along the z direction is
adopted to eliminate the artificial layer interactions. The
BZ integration is sampled by using �-centered Monkhorst-
Pack k-point sampling with a grid of 11 × 11 × 1. The van
der Waals interaction is described by the DFT-D3 method
[49]. The WANNIER90 code package [50,51] is adopted to
construct the tight-binding model based on the maximally
localized Wannier functions. The edge states are calculated
using the WANNIERTOOLS software package based on the
semi-infinite Green function method [52]. The Wannier in-
terpolation method [53] is adopted to calculate shift-current
conductance using a refined k grid of 2000 × 2000 × 1. The
broadening factor of the delta function is adopted to be
0.02 eV. The k-point interpolation meshes are tested to obtain
the well-converged shift-current results. The SOC is included
self-consistently throughout the calculations. The IRs of elec-
tronic bands are calculated in the irvsp code [54]. In order to
explore the dynamic stability, phonon dispersion is obtained
by the finite-displacement method [55] as implemented in the
PHONOPY code [56]. The AIMD simulations are carried out
with a canonical ensemble at temperature of 300 and 500K for
10 ps with a time step of 1 fs [57]. Geometry relaxation and
electronic structure calculations are also performed using the

Vienna Ab initio Simulation Package (VASP), and consistent
results are obtained [46,58,59].

In time-reversal symmetry systems, under linearly po-
larized light with alternating electric field E at frequency
ω, the shift-current conductivity is evaluated via [12,53]
σ a

bb(ω) = πe3

h̄2 ∫ d3k
8π3

∑

m,n
fm,nRa;b

mn|rb
mn|2δ(ωnm − ω), where light

is polarized along the b direction. fm,n = f (En) − f (Em) is the
difference of Fermi-Dirac occupation, rb

mn is interband Berry
connections defined as rb

mn = i〈m|∂ka n〉, Rab
mn = ∂aφ

b
mn−Aa

mm +
Aa

nn is the shift vector, and φb
mn is the phase of rb

mn = |rb
mn|eiφb

mn .
Ra,b

mn has the unit of length and can be physically interpreted as
position change of a wave packet during its transition from
band m to band n. The |rb

mn|2δ(ωnm − ω) evaluates absorption
rate from band m to band n according to Fermi’s golden rule.
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