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We study the hydrodynamic transport of electrons in a Weyl semimetal in a strong magnetic field. Impurity
scattering in a Weyl semimetal with two Weyl nodes is strongly anisotropic as a function of the direction of the

field and is significantly suppressed if the field is perpendicular to the separation between the nodes in momentum
space. This allows for convenient access to the hydrodynamic regime of transport, in which electron scattering
is dominated by interactions rather than by impurities. In a strong magnetic field, electrons move predominantly
parallel to the direction of the field, and the flow of the electron liquid in a Weyl-semimetal junction resembles the

Poiseuille flow of a liquid in a pipe. We compute the viscosity of the Weyl liquid microscopically and find that it
weakly depends on the magnetic field and has the temperature dependence 1(7') oc T2. The hydrodynamic flow
of the Weyl liquid can be generated by a temperature gradient. The hydrodynamic regime in a Weyl-semimetal
junction can be probed via the thermal conductance G,(B, T') o« B*T of the junction.

DOLI: 10.1103/PhysRevB.105.125132

I. INTRODUCTION

Hydrodynamics has recently been receiving attention as a
paradigm for describing transport in sufficiently clean mate-
rials with strong electron correlations not amenable to exact
microscopic treatment. Hydrodynamic description deals with
macroscopic degrees of freedom, such as the densities of
particles and their momenta.

The hydrodynamic regime requires that the electron-
electron scattering rate significantly exceed the electron-
phonon and impurity scattering rates and is predicted to lead
to such unconventional phenomena as Gurzhi effect [1,2]
(growing conductance with increasing temperature), current
vortices [3,4], and magnetic dynamos in electron liquids
[5]. Hydrodynamic transport is also often discussed as a
possible mechanism behind the linear-in-7 resistivity in high-
temperature superconductors [6,7].

Dirac materials in two-dimensional (2D) (graphene
[8-10]) and three-dimensional (3D) (Weyl and Dirac
semimetals [5,11-15]) is another popular venue for theoretical
studies of hydrodynamic effects. Hydrodynamic flows in such
systems simulate ultrarelativistic interacting matter and, in the
case of two dimensions, allow for convenient visualization
(see, e.g., Ref. [16]).

Despite extensive theoretical studies, achieving the hydro-
dynamic regime is rather challenging; materials that allow
for conclusive experimental observations of hydrodynamic
transport are few and far between. Such observations include
manifestations of hydrodynamics in the nonlocal transport in
high-mobility (Al,Ga)As heterostructures [17,18], magnetore-
sistive [19-22], and Gurzhi effects [23-25] in (Al,Ga)As het-
erostructures, deviations from the Wiedemann-Franz law [26]
in WP,, and a combination of magnetotransport phenomena in
PdCoO; [27]. Graphene provides another popular playground
for observing hydrodynamic phenomena [4,16,28-32] (see
Refs. [9,10] for a comprehensive review).
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In this paper we demonstrate that 3D Weyl semimetals
(WSMs) is a readily accessible platform for hydrodynamic
transport and discuss manifestations of such transport in
them in strong magnetic fields. As demonstrated recently in
Ref. [33], the impurity scattering time t for electrons in a
Weyl semimetal with two nodes is strongly anisotropic as a
function of the direction of the magnetic field:
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(1.1)

where 0 is the angle between the field and the separation of
the Weyl nodes in momentum space and 1/79 > 1/t;. The
scattering rate is strongly suppressed for 6 close to 7 /2, i.e.,
for magnetic fields perpendicular to the separation between
the nodes, which makes the hydrodynamic regime in a Weyl
semimetal conveniently achievable by applying the magnetic
field in the respective direction (in addition to that, the elastic
scattering length in a strong magnetic field may be quite large
even away from 6 = 7; see Appendix A).

In a strong magnetic field, Weyl electrons move predom-
inantly (anti)parallel to the direction of the field. As a result,
the motion of the electron liquid in a Weyl-semimetal junction
in a magnetic field resembles the Poiseuille flow [34,35] of
a liquid in a pipe, as shown in Fig. 1. The friction between
the layers of the Weyl liquid moving with different veloci-
ties leads to dissipation and viscosity. Due to the effectively
one-dimensional character of the flow, there is no transverse
transport of particles that leads to a common mechanism
of viscosity in liquids and gases [36]. The viscosity comes,
however, from the “Coulomb drag” between layers of liquid
moving with different velocities, a mechanism introduced re-
cently for conventional metals in Ref. [37].

We derive the hydrodynamic equations describing the hy-
drodynamic motion of a Weyl liquid in a strong magnetic
field, compute microscopically the viscosity of such a liquid,
and analyze the conduction of a Weyl-semimetal junction. We
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FIG. 1. The flow of a Weyl liquid in a junction in a strong
magnetic field. The motion is effectively unidirectional because
quasiparticles can move only parallel or antiparallel to the magnetic
field. The velocity of the liquid is defined as the velocity of the refer-
ence frame (bath) in which thermalization of the liquid takes place.
The dependence of the velocity on the transverse coordinate creates
shear stress. The corresponding dissipative forces are determined by
the Coulomb interaction between different layers of the liquid.

find that the viscosity weakly depends on the magnetic field
and strongly on the temperature 7 and, for realistic tempera-
tures, is given by

M
= 2

= 1.2
12w vr (1.2)

where the “mass” M gives the inverse curvature of the quasi-
particle dispersion near the Weyl nodes and vr is the Fermi
velocity. In the hydrodynamic regime, the thermal conduc-
tance (the response of the energy flux to a small temperature
difference) of a Weyl-semimetal junction is given, up to a
nonuniversal coefficient of order unity which depends on the
shape of the junction, by

2
()
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where S is the cross-sectional area and L is the length of the
junction.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II we introduce
the model of WSMs in a strong magnetic field and discuss
the approximations we use in this paper. In Sec. III we derive
the hydrodynamic equations for the electron liquid in such a
semimetal. Section IV deals with the viscosity of such a lig-
uid. In Sec. V we describe the hydrodynamic flow of the Weyl
liquid generated by a temperature gradient and the possibility
of its experimental observation. We conclude in Sec. VI.

(1.3)

II. MODEL

We consider the model of a Weyl semimetal with two Weyl
nodes, right (R) and left (L) (shown in Fig. 2), and equal en-
ergies of the nodes. The Weyl semimetal may have additional
nodes that weakly affect the electron dynamics between nodes
L and R so long as the additional nodes are well separated
in momentum space from the nodes under consideration. The
magnetic field B is directed at angle 6 with respect to the line
connecting the two nodes in momentum space. For simplicity
we assume that the quasiparticles have no spin (apart from
the pseudospin operator associated with the bands in the Weyl

Left node

FIG. 2. Orientation of the magnetic field relative to the locations
of the Weyl nodes in momentum space.

semimetal) and have isotropic dispersions around each node.
Our quantitative results will hold, however, up to coefficients
of order unity, for an arbitrary type-I Weyl semimetal.

We focus on the ultraquantum limit of the magnetic field

2\3 w2
B> (2) X<
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at which all electrons in equilibrium occupy the zeroth Landau
level, where u is the chemical potential (measured from the
energy of the Weyl nodes) in the absence of the field; vg is the
Fermi velocity; hereinafter we set i = 1.

In the absence of impurity scattering and interactions, the
motion of electrons is one dimensional; quasiparticles can
propagate only parallel or antiparallel to the direction of the
magnetic field B with the velocity vy. We assume that elec-
trons move along the magnetic field at node L and in the
opposite direction at node R.

Impurities and screening of Coulomb interactions. The
strength of Coulomb interactions in the system is character-
ized by the dimensionless “fine structure constant”

2.1)
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where € is the dielectric constant. Most Weyl and Dirac mate-
rials have sufficiently large values of the dielectric constant
[38—41] to ensure the condition o <« 1, which controls the
diagrammatic perturbation theory for the interactions used in
this paper.

While we focus on the hydrodynamic regime of transport,
the system may contain a small amount of charged impurities.
The hydrodynamic transport, studied in this paper, will persist
so long as the elastic scattering rate (1.1) is significantly
exceeded by the quasiparticle scattering rate due to electron-
electron interactions.

In the Thomas-Fermi approximation [42], the screening
radius of static Coulomb interaction is given by [33]

[
=l | —.
B 20

The Thomas-Fermi approximation is justified in the limit [42]
[p] > »vp, which will be assumed throughout this paper.
However, our results still hold qualitatively for other values
of u.

Spatial scales of the hydrodynamic flow. To apply the hydro-
dynamic description, we assume that the macroscopic degrees

TEVEC

— 2.3
2le)*B 2.3)

125132-2



WEYL HYDRODYNAMICS IN A STRONG MAGNETIC FIELD

PHYSICAL REVIEW B 105, 125132 (2022)

of freedom of the electron liquid, such as the velocity u of the
liquid, vary smoothly in space, on length scales A significantly
exceeding the microscopic scales of the system,

A> 07 g, 7, (2.4)

where 20 is the separation between the Weyl nodes in mo-
mentum space; the screening radius »~! is given by Eq. (2.3)
and

lp =+/c/(le|B)

is the magnetic length. The momentum separation 2Q be-
tween the Weyl nodes is typically of the order of inverse
atomic distances and is assumed to be the largest momentum
scale in the problem.

At low temperatures, the densities are correlated on length
scales of the order of the screening radius (2.3) wl =
Ip/7 /o, which exceeds the magnetic length Iz due to the
smallness of the coupling constant «. The correlations in the
electron liquid may, therefore, be assumed isotropic on length
scales »~! « L « X exceeding the screening radius »~! but
shorter than the characteristic scales A of the variation of the
macroscopic hydrodynamic parameters such as the velocity of
the liquid.

Energy scales. As we demonstrate in this paper, the vis-
cosity of the Weyl liquid strongly depends on its temperature.
For magnetic fields on the order of 17T or larger, the cyclotron
frequency vr /Ip is on the order of 50 meV or larger and, thus,
significantly exceeds the temperatures 7' used in experiments
on Weyl semimetals. Taking into account Eq. (2.3), realistic
energy scales may, therefore, be assumed to satisfy the condi-
tions

2.5)

T L KL UF/lB. (26)

III. HYDRODYNAMIC EQUATIONS

A. Velocity of the hydrodynamic flow

In the hydrodynamic description, the flowing electron
liquid may be considered to be equilibrated in a moving refer-
ence frame. It is possible, therefore, to introduce the velocity
u of the electron liquid as the velocity of the equilibrium ref-
erence frame. Considering the dispersion &k = *vpk — u(r)k
of the quasiparticles at the zeroth Landau level near the
left and the right nodes, the respective quasiparticle occu-
pation numbers are given by fr(k, u, up) = f(k, u, up) and
Srlk, u, ug) = f(—k, —u, ug), where

1
elvrk—u(k—p@/T 4

Sk, u, p) = 3.1
and the momentum k is measured from the respective node.
Hereinafter, we assume that the gradient of the velocity u is
small and neglect the effects of vorticity exemplified by the
chiral vortical effect [12,43,44].

The electron liquid may be thermalized by any bath of
neutral excitations (e.g., phonons) or the electrons themselves.
The full hydrodynamic description of a Weyl semimetal
should include the hydrodynamic equations of motion of the
bath as well as those of the electron liquid. In this paper we
assume, for simplicity, that the electron liquid acts as its own
bath.

B. Hydrodynamic variables

We develop a hydrodynamic description of the electron
liquid in terms of the density of electrons near each node and
the momentum density of the liquid. The electron density Ny,
near node L is measured relative to the equilibrium states of
an undoped Weyl semimetals in the absence of the flow (i.e.,
for u = 0):

lelB [ dk

NL _/2_[fL(k7 u, pr) — fr(k, 0, 0)]. (3.2
T

- 2mce
Using the distribution functions fy(k, u, up) = f(k, u, ;1)
given by Eq. (3.1) we obtain

_lelB L
4r2cvp —u’

Ny 3.3)
where 1/ is the chemical potential at the left node.

Because each quasiparticle at the left node moves with the
velocity vp along the magnetic field and carries a charge of
e = —|e|, the electric current j; carried by the electrons near
this node (relative to the equilibrium state in the absence of
the flow) is given by

) le|B [ dk
jo=e— [ —vrlfrtk,u, ur) — fr(k,0,0)]
2rc ) 2n
= €UFNL. (34)

Similarly, we compute the concentration Ny of the elec-
trons near the right node:

le|B g
= 3.5
R~ 4m2¢ vp +u (3-5)
and the current
Jr = —evpNg. (3.6)

C. Hydrodynamic equations
1. Continuity equations for densities

The continuity equation for the electron density N, reads

2 N, — N,
¢  g.p_- LR (3.7)
42c T

where vp Ny is the flux of the density (measured relative to the
equilibrium state) along the magnetic field (z axis); the first
term in the right-hand side (rhs) describes the change of the
density Ny due to the chiral anomaly [45-48] in the presence
of the electric field E; the second term in the rhs accounts for
the elastic scattering of electrons between the two nodes. In
Eq. (3.7), 1/t is the rate of internodal elastic scattering (due to
collisions with impurities or other defects in the system). Sim-
ilarly, the continuity equation for the density Ny is given by
e E.-B— u'
4m2c T

Ny +vpd, N, = —

8TNR — UpazNR = (38)

2. Navier-Stokes equation

In order to provide a complete hydrodynamic description
of the electron liquid in given electric and magnetic fields, the
continuity equations (3.7) and (3.8) have to be complemented
by the Navier-Stokes equation for momentum density. The
momentum density near each individual Weyl node is not
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conserved due to the interactions between electrons at differ- describes momentum relaxation due to impurity scattering;
ent nodes. Fiisc 1s the force that describes dissipative effects due to the
The Navier-Stokes equation is given by viscosity of the electron liquid; and P is the pressure of the
electron liquid. In what immediately follows, we compute

3z19 + az-lp = Fg + Fycan + Fyisc — azP, (3.9) 4 y p

these quantities microscopically in a weakly interacting Weyl
where p is the density of momentum along the z axis; J), is the electron liquid.

flux of momentum; the force Fr account for the change of the The momentum density is given by

momentum p due to external electric and magnetic fields; Fycay

J

|e|B le|

dk
P—%/—[ﬁ(k u, pr) — fr(k, 0,0)](— QC089+k)+—/Z[fR(k, u, ur) — fr(k,0,0)](Qcos 6 + k)

BT?
MR i| le] VFU (3.10)

2(vr +u) 6c (v} —u?)?’
where 20 is the separation between the Weyl nodes in momentum space. The flux J, of momentum reads
le|B le|B
= v g2 [ S i) = otk 0.0~ Q030 +8) = v 32 [ S itk ) = i, 0,0))(Qcos + )
R ] le|BT? 3viu® — u
2(vr 4+ u) 12¢ (2 - Yoy

:NL[ Qcos + ﬁ} +NR|:Qc059 —

:vFNL|: QcosO + )i| —UFNR|:QCOS9— (3.11)

2(vp —
Using Egs. (3.3) and (3.5), the divergence of the flux J, can be simplified as

293 MR
d0,J, = d,Nr| — 0+ —— | — vpo,N| 06— ———
Jp {vp . L|: QcosO + 3or —U)i| VF O, R|:Qcos 2(vp+u)]}

v N, veN, e|B T? T?
+|:FL82( Mmr )+FRaZ( MR >]+F|| . +o.
2 VF — U 2 VF +u 24c | “(vp — u)? (vp + u)?
R )+ le|BT? (3v%u+u3)3vF b+ le|BT 3vFu —ut
VF tu 6¢ (v% — uz) 6¢ (UF — uz) VR
(3.12)

- vFBZNL<—Q cos 6 + ) — vFBZNR(Q cos 6 — a.T.

VF — U

The force Fg is given by the change of the total momentum p due to the transfer of quasiparticles between the nodes because
of the chiral anomaly:

e|B dk
Fp = le] 3, / —{flk, u, up — le|Egt(vp — u)] — fr(k, u, u)H(—Qcosd + k)
2rc 2 =0
|6IB
e C —{fR[k u, i + le|Ext(vp + u)] — fr(k, u, ug)}(Qcos 6 + k) (3.13)
=0
Using the distribution functions fy (k, u, ) = f(k, u, u) given by Eq. (3.1) we obtain
o2 é? IR
Fr=— E. B(-— 0 E-B 6 — . 3.14
£ 4m2c ( Qeost + VF — u> + 472c (QCOS vF + u) (.19

In the limit of low temperatures 7', Eq. (3.14) can be understood intuitively as follows. The quantities —Q cos 6 + -~ and

Qcosft — - +u give the momenta of the quasiparticles near the chemical potentials at the left and the right nodes and E -B
is the rate of increase of the quasiparticle density at the right node (or its decrease at the left node). Multiplying these momenta
by the corresponding rates of change of quasiparticle densities gives the rate of change of the total momentum due to an external
electromagnetic field in the limit of zero temperature. We emphasize, however, that the result (3.14) applies at all temperatures
T.

The momentum relaxation rate due to impurity scattering is given by

lelB1 [ dk
P = o / A ek, s 1) = fi (ks 1) (=0 080 + K)
TCT 2
lelB1 [ dk
4Bl / A (ke s 1) = fel, s 1)) (Q c0s 6 — k)
2nc T 27
N; — N, 1 |e|BT?
_ L R(2Qcos@— ML MR )__|€| uvr - (3.15)
T VP—Uu Vr+tu T 3c (v%—uz)
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where 1/7 is the elastic internodal scattering rate introduced
in Egs. (3.7) and (3.8). At T = 0, Eq. (3.15) can be understood
intuitively as follows. At T = 0, all the electron states with
energies up to uy and pug are filled at the left and right nodes,
and it is possible to assume that only electrons with energies
min(ur, Ug) < € < max(ur, ug) get scattered between the
nodes. Then the quantities —Q cos6 + %( BL_ 4 _ER Y and

VF—U VEtu
Qcosf — %(v;‘iu U;‘J’iu) have the meaning of the average
momenta of electrons at the left and the right nodes that
participate in these elastic scattering processes. Multiplying
these momenta by the rate NL;NR of change of the densities
of electrons due to internodal scattering gives Eq. (3.15) at
T=0.

The force Fyisc = 0Ty, + 9yTy; + 9,T; describes the dis-
sipative effects due to the viscosity of the liquid, where T,.,
Ty, and T, are the components of the stress tensor. While
the liquid can move only along the direction of the magnetic
field (the z axis, see Fig. 1) in the strong magnetic field under
consideration, the velocity u# of this motion is different for
different transverse coordinates x and y for the same z, which

J

creates shear stress. The total viscous force is given by

Fyie = 1(37 + 8} )u + xd7u, (3.16)

where u is the velocity of the electron liquid defined in
Sec. (II A); n is the shear viscosity, the response of the stress
forces between layers of the electron liquid flowing along the z
axis to the transverse gradient of the velocity u; the coefficient
k characterizes the response of the strain to the longitudinal
spatial change of the velocity u. We microscopically demon-
strate in Sec. IV that n > «.

The pressure P of the Weyl liquid, computed in Ap-
pendix B, is given by

le|B
12cvp

P=P,+ T2, (3.17)
where P, is a temperature-independent contribution that de-
pends on the details of the quasiparticle dispersion away from
the Weyl nodes.

Combining Egs. (3.9), (3.12), (3.14), (3.15), and (3.16), we
arrive at the Navier-Stokes equation (3.9) in the form

BT2 3U2M+M3U BT322— 4
a,p+vpazNL<—Qcos9+ a” )— vpazNR(Qcose - ) elBT? (3v; )3 F o4 1B 3viu 0T
VF — U VF +u 6¢ (v2 — u?) 6¢ (v2 — u?) vr
2 2
e 1295 e R
—_ E~B(— 0 ) E.B( b — )
4m2c Qeost + VF— U + 4r2c Qcos vF +u
Ny — N, 1 |e|BT?
+ u(2Qcos9 SR ﬂ) _ Ll (9 + 92)u + 02 — .P. (3.18)
T F—U VUF+u T 3c (v%—uz) )

Equations (3.7), (3.8), and (3.18) provide a complete hydro-
dynamic description of a Weyl liquid in a strong magnetic
field.

IV. VISCOSITY

In this section we compute microscopically the viscosity of
a Weyl liquid in a strong magnetic field. The viscosity tensor is
determined by the correlator of the corresponding components
of the stress tensor (see, for example, Ref. [49]) and can be
represented in the form

1
i (@) = = [Bju (@) — Bi(0)],

5 .1
where
1 s A . .
Bu( = [ar [ armdywoma@.0pe|
—B iQ—w+i0
4.2)

is the retarded correlator of the components T: ; and Ty of the
stress tensor operator and i€2 — w + i0 is our convention for
the analytic continuation from positive Matsubara frequencies
Q2 to the real frequency w [50,51].

Strictly speaking, the viscosity of the electron liquid de-
pends on the velocity u of the liquid at a given location, and
the averaging (---) in Eq. (4.2) should be carried out with
respect to the equilibrium Fermi-Dirac distribution (3.1) in

(

the reference frame of the moving liquid. However, because
realistic velocities u are significantly exceeded by the Fermi
velocity vr, the dependence of the viscosity on the velocity
u may be neglected and averaging over the equilibrium state
of a stationary liquid may be used when computing the vis-
cosity tensor (4.1). In what follows, we evaluate explicitly the
Matsubara correlator in Eq. (4.2).

The stress tensor 7;; includes two qualitatively distinct
components [52]. The first, kinetic component is independent
of the interaction in the system and for a Weyl semimetal with
two nodes, is given by

1O = Y @)k, @), 4.3)

x=L,R

where the summation is carried out over the nodes y = L, R;
1&1 (r) and @X (r) are the creation and annihilation operators
of the electrons at node x; ¥;, is the ith component of the
velocity operator at node yx, and k =i a% is the jth momen-
tum component. The second contribution to the stress tensor
T: ; 1s determined by the electron-electron interactions [52]
(see also Refs. [37,53]) and, in the limit of smooth variations
of the gradients of the macroscopic parameters of the liquid
[cf. the condition (2.4)] (“local uniformity approximation” of
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Ref. [52]), is given by

Adint) N _ rt P\~ p
o=t ¥ [aile i
X.x'=L.,R
avV(p) » AW o
X0 wxf(r _ 5)% (r + 5), (4.4)
where V(p) = g is the Coulomb interaction potential.

A. Shear viscosity

In what immediately follows, we compute the viscosity
1 = Nxzz = Nyzy; that describes the response of the shear
stress [54] T, and Ty, of the liquid flowing along the 7 axis, the
direction of the magnetic field (see Fig. 1), to the transverse
gradients £ u and of the velocity. Because the quasiparticles
at both nodes can move only (anti)parallel to the magnetic
field (vy, = vy, =0, v, # 0), there is no kinetic contribution
(4.3) to the components T and T, of the stress tensor, which
determine the viscosity n. The absence of such a contribution
is due to the effectively one-dimensional character of the mo-
tion of the liquid. Indeed, in conventional liquids and gases,
in which interactions between particles may be considered to
be contact, the viscosity comes from the transverse transport
of particles between parallel moving layers of liquid and the
transfer of the longitudinal momentum of those particles [36].
Because transverse transport is negligible in a Weyl semimetal
in a strong magnetic field, the viscosity is dominated by
the Coulomb drag between parallel moving layers of liquid,
which comes from the long-range character of (screened)
Coulomb interactions. In what follows, we compute, there-
fore, the Matsubara correlator [cf. Eq. (4.2)] of the interaction
contributions (4.4) to the stress tensor.

The electron liquids may relax momentum via processes of
quasiparticle scattering between the nodes. Due to the long-
range nature of Coulomb interactions, with the characteristic
momentum scale s given by Eq. (2.3), such processes have a
rate suppressed by the small parameter »2/Q <« 1 and will not
be considered here.

Another possible mechanism of viscosity comes from the
Coulomb drag [55-57] between layers of the electron liquid
moving parallel to each other, as shown in Fig. 1. In the
presence of the transverse gradient of the velocity u, different
layers of the electron liquid move with different velocities,
with Coulomb interactions resulting in effective friction forces
between the layers. This mechanism of viscosity has been
pioneered in Ref. [37] for a conventional Fermi liquid. Under
the made approximations, it also dominates the viscosity of
Weyl fermions in a strong magnetic field considered here.

The drag contribution to the Matsubara correlator Bijiq (i€2)
in Eq. (4.2) corresponds to the diagram in Fig. 3(b), where the
interaction contribution to the stress tensor 7;; corresponds to
the vertex shown in Fig. 3(a). To describe the screening of the
interactions, we use the random phase approximation (RPA)
[42,50], as shown in Fig. 3(c). A prefactor of 2 in diagram 3(b)
comes from two possible pairings of the ends of the stress-
tensor vertex 3(a) in the correlator that this diagram describes.

(a) iQ+iv,q

i .
5% 4V (@)

(b)

B(iQ) = 2x

(c)
A = O+ OO
+r OO Dt

FIG. 3. Diagrams for computing the viscosity of the electron
liquid. (a) The vertex corresponding to the interaction contribution
to the stress tensor. (b) The diagram for the drag contribution to the
viscosity. (c) A block in diagram (b) which takes into account the
screening of the interactions in the RPA.

The correlator Bjj (i€2), corresponding to the diagram 3(b),
can be evaluated in the momentum representation as

ad
By (iQ) = Z / @) o [q,vm)] oLV @)
o I3ER2 +iv, q) I(iv, q)
1 = V(@IGEQ+iv,q) 1 — V(@)II(iv, q)°

4.5
where V(q) = % is the bare propagator of Coulomb in-
teractions and I1(iv, ¢) is the polarization operator, which
corresponds to a simple fermionic bubble in the diagrams in
Fig. 3(c) in the limit of a small coupling o < 1. A micro-
scopic calculation of the polarization operator are presented
in Appendix C.

Equation (4.5) contains a Matsubara sum of the form
I(i2) =T Y, D(iv + iQ2)D(iv), which can be conveniently
computed by contour integration in the complex v plane that
gives

1 oo £
16G9) = — th -
(52) 47'[1'/_00 ofare

X [Da(e + i2)Dgr(e) — Dr(e +i2)D4(e)]de
+oo e
- th —
Tami ) Mart

X [Dr(e)Dgr(e — i2) — Ds(e)Dy(e — i2)]de,
where D4(¢) and Dg(¢) = Dj(¢) are the advanced and re-

tarded versions of the correlator D(iv), i.e., obtained from
it by analytic continuation from, respectively, the lower and
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the upper half-planes (see, for example, Refs. [58,59] for the
details of the contour integration). Performing such contour
integration and the analytic continuation 2 — w + i0 and
utilizing Eq. (4.1) gives, in the limit of low frequencies w,

n(w — 0)
1 [de dq [qq.V' (@7
T J 27 (27)*| 2gsinh £
y [Im (e, q))?

{[1 — V(q)Re (e, Q)12 + [V (q) Im g (e, )2}
4.6)

where Ig(¢, q) is the retarded polarization operator obtained
by analytic continuation from the Matsubara polarization op-
erator I1(iv, q) given by Eq. (4.7). Equation (4.6) has been
obtained in Ref. [37] using Keldysh technique. In what im-
mediately follows, we evaluate explicitly the polarization
operator for experimentally important frequency and momen-
tum scales.

1. Polarization operator
The polarization operator

1 [# .
(r;r';iQ) = -5 / (A(r, DA, 0))e ¥ dr,
-B
where 7i(r, ) is the electron density, is evaluated explicitly in
Appendix C. In the limit »~! > Iz under consideration and
at momenta |q| < /3 ', the Fourier transform of the retarded

polarization operator is given by

HR(&‘, q)

_lelB g /ﬁfx(k,(),MX)—fX(k+qZ,0,uX)
2me o 2 Eyk — Ey(k+q) + &+ 10

A7)

k]

(4.8)

where the integration is carried out over the momentum k
along the direction of the magnetic field; f, (k, 0, i, ) is the
distribution function of the electrons at node y [cf. Eq. (3.1)];
and E; is the corresponding electron dispersion (as we clarify
below, the deviation of the dispersion from the linear depen-
dence +vpk needs to be taken into account for evaluating the
viscosity of the system).

The real and imaginary parts of the retarded polariza-
tion operator Ig(e, q) describe, respectively, the screening
of Coulomb interactions and the decay of the density waves
in the Weyl liquid (Landau damping). In what immediately
follows, we evaluate these contributions explicitly.

2. Screening

The main contribution to the static viscosity (4.6) comes
from the energies ¢ on the order of the temperature 7', which

J

is significantly exceeded by the cyclotron frequency [see
Eq. (2.6)] and the bandwidth of the quasiparticle dispersion.
This allow us to neglect the ¢ dependence of the real part
Rellg of the retarded polarization operator.

Similarly, we neglect the dependence of ReIlg on the mo-
mentum q whose characteristic values are on the order of the
inverse screening radius s given by Eq. (2.3) and significantly
exceeded by the inverse magnetic length I !'[cf. the condition
(2.6)] and the momentum scales of the quasiparticle band.
Below, we will show that the typical scale of the momentum
component g, that contributes to the viscosity is even smaller
and is on the order of 7' /vg.

The real part of the polarization operator is, therefore,
given by the density of the electron states at the Fermi level
(with the minus sign):

le|B €3

Re T - _
e Ix(e. q) 272 cvp 4 e?

(4.9)

where ¢ is the inverse screening radius of Coulomb interac-
tions given by Eq. (2.3).

3. Landau damping

For the existence of a finite damping (to the leading or-
der in interactions), it is necessary to take into account the
curvature of the electron dispersion near the nodes. Indeed,
for linearly dispersive quasiparticles, density waves composed
of electrons near one node propagate with the velocity vg
and lack dispersion. The conservation of momentum in any
process involving only electrons near one node also enforces
energy conservation, which is why all momentum conserving
processes contribute to the damping and lead to a singular
x >, 8(¢ £ vpq.) imaginary part of the lowest-order polar-
ization operator (4.8).

In order to describe a finite dispersion of the charge density
waves, we take into account the nonlinearity of the quasipar-
ticle dispersion near the Weyl nodes:

k2
Ey = vpk + —, 4.10
k Pk + oo (4.10)
where “+4” and “—” correspond, respectively, to the left and

the right nodes. The dispersion (4.10) and the momentum k
are measured, respectively, from the Fermi level and Fermi
momentum. The energy scale Mv? is the largest energy scale
in the problems and, in the case it is determined by the band
structure of the Weyl semimetal, may be assumed to be on the
order of several electronvolt.

Utilizing Eqgs. (4.8) and (4.10) gives

le|B M + sinh 5%
Im Tg(e, @) = drcla.| Mol (e£vrq.) Mol (e£0rq.) : @.11)
e gz T cosh [FTT“’ + %] cosh [FTTM — %]
The terms with “4” and “—” correspond to functions sharply peaked at ¢ + vpg, = 0 and account, respectively, for the

contribution of the left and right nodes.

125132-7



ZHU, BEDNIK, AND SYZRANOV

PHYSICAL REVIEW B 105, 125132 (2022)

The characteristic values ¢ and vpg, that contribute to
the viscosity are on the order of the temperature 7. When
deriving Eq. (4. 11) we neglected therefore, the effect of the

small energy » ‘"’ 2 < 1 on the distribution functions
U

Sk, 0, 1y) and Iy (k +¢.,0, uy) in the polarization oper-
ator (4.8).

4. The value of the shear viscosity

Utilizing Eqs. (4.6) and (4.9) and the smallness of the
Landau damping, the viscosity can be rewritten in the form

_ 1<4ﬂ62)2 / de d'q _qlq [ImTlx(e, q)
=1\ e 21 Qr)Psinh® & (@2 + 52

T
4.12)

Because the imaginary part Im ITg(¢e, q) of the retarded po-
larization operator is sharply peaked at ¢ + vg, =0 only
momenta g, on the order of 7'/vp contribute to the viscosity.
By contrast, the transverse momenta ¢, and g, have character-
istic values on the order of sz, which significantly exceed T /vp
[see the condition (2.6)]. This allows us to neglect the depen-
dence of the denominator in Eq. (4.12) on the momentum g,.
Integrating out the transverse momenta g, and g, gives

1 ne de dqz [Im ITg(e, q)]
n= T o e z. (4.13)
3xT s 27 27 sinh 37
Using Eq. (4.11) and introducing variables s = ;= and t =
%, Eq. (4.13) can be represented in the form
1 7T€ |e|B
1= 30754 4mc
16T3M |s|dtds
X 3 5 5 , (4.14)
Vp cosh”(s + t) cosh“(s — t)
which gives the viscosity
- M p (4.15)
= 127 vp ’

Equation (4.15) is our main result for the viscosity of a Weyl
liquid in a strong magnetic field.

Due to the drag character of the analyzed mechanism of
viscosity, it has the same temperature dependence o< T2 as
the drag resistivity between two parallel conductive layers
[57] and can be understood from phase-space considera-
tions similar to those explaining the o« 7> dependence of
the electron-electron scattering rate in a conventional metal
[42,60]. Indeed, each electron can collide with electrons in
a parallel layer of the liquid with energies in a window of
order T near the Fermi energy. The characteristic width of
the layer of momenta into which the electron can get scattered
is also proportional to the temperature 7. In the presence of
a finite curvature M~! of the dispersion, the final momentum
of the other electron participating in the collision is fixed by
the energy and momentum conservation laws. This results,
therefore, in the oc 77 scattering rate that manifests itself in
the viscosity (4.15).

B. Longitudinal response

In this subsection we evaluate the coefficient « that char-
acterizes the response of stress component 7, to the gradient
g—’; [cf. Eq. (3.16)]. This coefficient has both drag and kinetic
contributions:

e _ L (47’ /@ d’q  g: [mTlk(, QP
T\ e 27 (2m)¥sinh? 5 (g2 4 32)*

2T
(4.16)

Using Eq. (4.11) and introducing variables s = t =

4T’

%, and b = %, Eq. (4.16) can be represented in the
form
M 4 bs)*|s|dsdt
g _ T2—2 i (bs)7|s|ds L @1
R2rve 2 cosh” (s — t)cosh” (s + 1)

By introducing Eq. (4.15), Eq. (4.17) can be expressed as

g 4 / (bs)?|s|dsdt

ke = — n
22 | cosh? (s — 1) cosh? (s + 1)

_ OB M,

2 3,2
Vgt

(4.18)

Vs

For the low temperatures T < svr under consideration
[cf. Eq. (2.6)], the contribution (4.18) is significantly exceeded
by the shear viscosity (4.15). The contribution (4.18) is pro-
portional to the typical value of ¢ o« T* and, as a result,
contains an extra power of 72 relative to the shear viscosity
(4.15). It is possible to show that the kinetic contribution [i.e.,
containing the kinetic vertices (4.3)] has the same dependence
on the typical value of ¢. and the oc T* temperature depen-
dence and is also significantly suppressed compared to the
shear viscosity 1. We leave, however, a rigorous calculation
of this contribution for future studies.

V. TEMPERATURE-GENERATED FLOW AND POTENTIAL
FOR EXPERIMENTAL OBSERVATION

In this section we address the possibility of experimental
observation of the discussed hydrodynamic flow of a Weyl
electron liquid in a strong magnetic field. In a sufficiently long
Weyl-semimetal junction, whose length exceeds the elastic
scattering length tvp, the conductance is independent of the
viscosity 1. Indeed, according to Eqs. (3.7) and (3.8), a longi-
tudinal electric field E results in a stationary imbalance of the

electron densities N, — N =

3 . . . .
finite conductivity o = —'Z‘ = Bt matching the conductivity in
TT-C

a system in the nonhydrodynamic (diffusive) regime [45,46].

The hydrodynamic properties of the systems, however,
manifest themselves in heat transport. The hydrodynamic flow
can be generated by a temperature gradient and detected
through the dependence of the heat flux on the temperature
and magnetic field.

For a stationary flow, the momentum flux and electron
densities at nodes L. and R do not change, d;p = o,N;, =
0;Ng = 0. Multiplying the continuity equations (3.7) and (3.8)

by, respectively, —Q cos 8 + vfiu and Qcosf — (Ufju) and
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subtracting from the Navier-Stokes equation (3.18) gives
le|B VEU
o (o —w)

2 3v2 2 3viu—u 3T
x<—+ U2F+”28Zu+ vFuz cal )Tzz(). (5.1)
T vp—u Vg T

n(af + 83)u + xaju — 0,P

At small velocities # and temperatures 7', the term Kafu
and contributions in the last two lines of Eq. (5.1), of the
order of uT? in temperature and velocity, can be neglected.
Equation (5.1) then matches the equation for the flow of a
conventional liquid in a pipe [34,35].

In accordance with the Hagen-Poiseuille equation [34,35],
the hydrodynamic velocity u of such a liquid in the middle of
the junction is given by

u= gAP,
nL
where ¢ is a coefficient of order unity that depends on the
transverse shape of the junction; L is the length of the junc-
tion; S is its cross-sectional area; and AP is the pressure
difference between the two ends of the junction.

The pressure difference AP may be generated by different
temperatures at the ends of the junction. Utilizing Eq. (3.17),
we estimate the flow velocity of the Weyl liquid as

le|lB S 0,
u’\/__
c MT

where the “mass” M describes the inverse curvature of the
quasiparticle dispersion and is introduced in Eq. (4.10). Using
Eq. (5.3) and assuming that the energy scale Mv3 is given
by the quasiparticle bandwidth and is of the order of 1 eV,

we estimate that velocities u of the order of vy ~ 108 % can

(5.2)

; (5.3)

be achieved in a junction of size /S ~ L ~ 100 nm (in all
dimensions) in a magnetic field B ~ 1 T and for temperature
gradients 9,7 ~ T /L. The hydrodynamic regime is further
favored by larger system sizes and magnetic fields.

The flow of the electron liquid is associated with the heat
flux (energy current) in the system, given by

B dk
g=1B, / X kU s 1) — fu (K, 0, 0)]

2mc¢ 2
e / O ok ik, ) — futk,0,0)
S R
872c | (vp —u)?  (vp + u)? 6¢ (v%_uz)z ’
5.4

which can be used to detect the hydrodynamic flow and mea-
sure the average velocity u of the flow.

In the absence of the electric field E, there is no electric
current flowing through the system, as follows from Egs. (3.7)
and (3.8) and the charge neutrality condition N, 4+ Ny =
const., which require ;F4, = B According to Eq. (5.4),
the energy current in the absence of the charge current is,
therefore, proportional to the hydrodynamic velocity u of the
current:

To.T.

B B\> S
g~ B (ﬂ) (5.5)

6c vr c Muvyg

The hydrodynamic flow can, thus, be generated by a temper-
ature difference AT at the ends of the junction and detected
through the temperature- and magnetic-field dependence of
the heat conductance G,(T, B), the response of the total
energy flux to AT . Estimating the gradient 9,7 of the temper-
ature as 9,7 ~ AT /L, where L is the length of the junction,

gives
B\*> S
G, ~ (8 T
c LMvgp

VI. CONCLUSION

(5.6)

In conclusion, we have studied the hydrodynamic motion
of the electron liquid in a Weyl semimetal with two Weyl
nodes in a strong magnetic field. Such systems provide a con-
veniently accessible platform for achieving the hydrodynamic
regime of transport because the impurity scattering rate of
Weyl fermions is strongly suppressed for certain directions of
the magnetic field, perpendicular to the separation of Weyl
nodes in momentum space.

Because Weyl fermions in a quantizing magnetic field
move parallel or antiparallel to the field, the motion of the lig-
uid resembles Poiseuille flow of a conventional liquid in a pipe
(see Fig. 1). The viscosity of such a liquid is dominated by
the interactions between parallel layers of the liquid moving
with different velocities. We have derived the hydrodynamic
equations of motion of such a liquid for a Weyl semimetal
with two Weyl nodes and computed microscopically its vis-
cosity. For realistic temperatures, the temperature dependence
of the viscosity is given by n(T) o< T?. The hydrodynamic
flow of the electron liquid in a Weyl-semimetal junction can
be generated by a temperature gradient and probed via the heat
conductance G, & B*T of the junction.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We are grateful to I. Shovkovy for numerous insightful
discussions. Part of this work was performed at the Aspen
Center for Physics, which is supported by the National Sci-
ence Foundation Grant PHY-1607611.

APPENDIX A: ESTIMATES OF SCATTERING RATES IN A
STRONG MAGNETIC FIELD

In this Appendix we provide estimates of the internodal
elastic scattering rate [33]

27T Rimp le| Bup e cosf 2

ch (hevp 207 )
in a Weyl semimetal in the ultraquantum regime, where 20
is the momentum separation between the nodes; njy, is the
concentration of impurities; € is the dielectric constant; and
0 is the angle between the direction of the field and the
separation of the nodes. Because the scattering rate strongly
depends on the node separation 20, 1/t « 074, it is rather
sensitive to the details of the band structure and may differ
by orders of magnitude even in Weyl semimetals with close
parameters.

1
N (A1)
T
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TABLE I. The Fermi velocities, node separation, and scattering rates (A1) for four type-I Weyl semimetals in the magnetic field B=1T.

For the estimates we used #n = 10> cm™ and € = 30.

Compound vr x 107 cm/s 0 x 10° cm™! Source for Q and vg % x 107 cos? 6 s~!
TaAs 3.2 1.425 [61] 9.71

NbAs 3.0 0.473 853

WTeS 4.0 37.8 [62,63] 1.57 x 1073
WTeSe 4.0 26.2 6.80 x 1073

In Table I we provide scattering rates for several of the
Weyl semimetals. These estimates show that even in materials
with the strongest scattering, the elastic scattering length in
the ultraquantum limit may be on the order of 1072 cm and
may exceed or be comparable to the size of the sample even
for angles 6 away from 7 /2, which makes the hydrodynamic
regime conveniently accessible.

APPENDIX B: HYDRODYNAMIC PRESSURE OF THE
WEYL LIQUID

The Sommerfeld expansion of the grand potential of the
electron liquid in volume V,

1) = 1V [ deNoertn (1-+¢7) = - [ae—5
e+ 1
(BI)
gives
7.’:2
QT) = Q0) = VN (IT?, (B2)

where NVy(e) is the density of states and N(g) is the number
of electron states in the system with energies smaller than ¢.
Near the nodes of a Weyl semimetal in a strong magnetic field,
the density of states per node is given by Ny(s) = 41‘:25; .
Using that 2 = —PV, we obtain the pressure of the equi-
librium electron gas in a two-node Weyl semimetal in the form

le|B
12cvp

P=P+ 72, (B3)

where Py is a temperature-independent contribution which
depends on the details of the quasiparticle dispersion away
from the Weyl nodes.

APPENDIX C: DETAILS OF THE CALCULATION OF THE
POLARIZATION OPERATOR

In this Appendix we provide the details of the calculation
of the polarization operator in a Weyl liquid in a magnetic field
in the ultraquantum limit, in which only the zeroth Landau
level contributes. In what follows, we use the Landau gauge

A = (—=By,0,0) (C1)

for the vector potential of the magnetic field. For this gauge,
the momentum K, in the xz plane is a good quantum number.

To the lowest order in interactions, the Matsubara polariza-
tion operator is given by

M(r, v, iQ) = 2T Z Z

io Ky, K,

lljlt.rz (r)qjkﬁ (r/)qugz (r,)\ljk;: (r)
(i + iQ — Ex, ) (io — Ex;_)
(C2)

)

where a prefactor of 2 accounts from the presence of two
nodes in the Weyl liquid, which contribute equally to the
polarization operator; Ey_ is the quasiparticle dispersion at the
zeroth Landau level with the momentum k,, in the xz plane,
and

Wi, () = Hi, (v) exp [i(kex + k:2)] (C3)

is the orbital part of the corresponding wave function, where

_ 1
Hi, () = (n1352) " exp [—50/13 - kxlgf]; (C4)

S, is the area of the xz cross section of the system, which, for
simplicity, is assumed to be constant along the z axis; Iz is the
magnetic length given by Eq. (2.5).

For the evaluation of the viscosity in this paper, we focus on
the correlations of electron densities on distances |[r — r'| >
Ip significantly exceeding the magnetic length /5. To evaluate
the polarization operator (C2) at these scales, we first Fourier
transform it with respect to the coordinate differences x — x’
and z — 7/, using the exact translational invariance along the x
and z axes:

I1(q., y, Y, i€2)

=27y >

iw Ky

Hip o 0 s O)H; 6D ()
[ia) +iQ2 — E(k-&-q)m] (la) — Ek”)

(C5)

For long distances, |r — r’| >> I, it is sufficient to consider
only small momenta |q,,| < Iz !, Because the characteris-
tic length scale of the function Hi(y), given by Eq. (C4),
is Ig, it allows us to neglect the momentum q,, in
Eq. (C5) and make the approximations H(*;( O )~ Hlfu ),
Hiq),. (') ~ Hi (V).

The summand in Eq. (C5) is peaked at the values of y
and y’ given by k,/? and has a characteristic width of /g with
respect to both of these coordinates. Taking into account the
summation with respect to all values of k,, the operator may
be considered, at distances |y — y'| > Ip, as a sharply peaked
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function of y — y', and approximated as

T1(qe., v, Y, i) =8(y — y)/[zTZZ

iw k

Hy (0)Hy, 0)HE (Y)Hx, ()
[iw + i — Eqgcrq),. ] (0 — Ex..)

Hy (»)H, ()

dy'

=26(y - y)TZZ

la) +iQ — E(k+q)&,](i(z) — Ekw)

iw Ky
dk, dk, 1 —(lgky — y/15)?
=25(y — ' - XLl = /L)
27 27 Ip/7 [iw +iQ — Eiq),. ) (i0 — Ex,.)
Sy —y 1
_ 80 2y) | , (C6)
212 27[ [iw + i€ — Exsq),. | (i0 — Ex,.)

where we have taken into account the dispersion Ek depends only on the momentum component k, along the magnetic field and

is independent of the component k.
Fourier transforming Eq. (C6) gives

~ IelB / 1
H — )
IV = e ) o T 8 B T~ )

which matches the polarization operator of an effectively
one- dlmensmnal systems with the dispersion E}_and a degen-
eracy of per transverse area. The analytic continuation of

(o))

(

Eq. (C7) from the upper half-plane of Matsubara frequencies,
i2 — ¢ +i0, to real frequencies ¢ gives the retarded polar-
ization operator (4.8).
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