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We study a circuit QED setup involving a single cavity mode and a cyclic qutrit whose parameters are time
modulated externally. It is shown that in the dispersive regime this system behaves as a versatile platform to
implement effective n-photon Jaynes-Cummings (JC) and anti-Jaynes-Cummings (AJC) models by suitably
setting the modulation frequency. The atomic levels and the cavity Fock states involved in the effective
Hamiltonians can be controlled through adjustment of the system parameters, and different JC and AJC
interactions can be implemented simultaneously using multitone modulations. Moreover, one can implement
some models that go beyond simple JC and AJC-like interaction, such as multiphoton coupling between
certain entangled states. We estimate analytically the associated transition rates and study numerically the
dynamics in the presence of Markovian dissipation, demonstrating that lower-order effective Hamiltonians can

be implemented with current technology.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Jaynes-Cummings (JC) Hamiltonian [1] is probably
the most famous and fundamental model in the context of
radiation-matter interaction. It involves a cavity mode (or
a generic quantum harmonic oscillator) coupled to a two-
level atom (or a generic two-state system). Such a model
describes coherent transitions between the two systems, where
every upward (downward) atomic transition is accompanied
by the loss (acquisition) of a photon. The complementary
model describing simultaneous upward atomic transitions and
photon acquisition is known as the anti-Jaynes-Cummings
(AJC) Hamiltonian. Both models descend from the quantum
Rabi model (QRM) [2] under suitable hypotheses concern-
ing the characteristic frequencies of the two subsystems, the
strength of their coupling, and external drivings, which allow
for the rotating-wave approximation (RWA). Beyond this
limit, the QRM is difficult to solve and the diagonalization
of the corresponding Hamiltonian has been an open problem
for decades. Only in the last few years some papers appeared
where analytic resolutions of the QRM were proposed [2—4].

The importance of the QRM and its approximated ver-
sions goes beyond the physical context of cavity quantum
electrodynamics (QED). Indeed, JC and AJC models are
widely used in the effective description of trapped ions [5],
while QRM spontaneously emerges in the circuit QED context
[6-10], where it can be implemented also in the ultrastrong
regime [11-14] (which implies the impossibility to reduce the
original model to the JC model or the AJC model). Depending
on the coupling strengths and the resonances involving the
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two subsystems, multiphoton JC, AJC, and Rabi models can
be implemented [15]. The nonlinear generalizations of the
QRM, in particular the two-photon QRM, have very recently
attracted attention also in view of its potential application to
platforms exploited for quantum technologies [16—19].

Interesting applications of the QRM are obtained when
the relevant Hamiltonian becomes time dependent. Generally
speaking, though time-dependent Hamiltonians are difficult
to solve analytically unless specific conditions are satisfied
[20-23], several classes of time-dependent Hamiltonians that
are approximately solvable can be identified, such as those
related to phenomena ranging from Landau-Zener processes
[24-32] to STIRAP manipulation [33-39] to periodically
driven systems [40—42].

Specific to the Rabi model, when some parameters turn
out to be time dependent, a significant amount of photons
can be produced from vacuum (and other initial states) in
the so-called dynamical Casimir effect (DCE) [32,43-45],
when the photons are generated in pairs while the atomic
populations remain nearly unaffected. Conversely, photons
can be coherently annihilated from certain initial states due
to resonant external modulations. The term antidynamical
Casimir effect (ADCE) was originally coined to describe such
annihilation of three photons in the dispersive regime of QRM
[45—47], which resembles formally the three-photon JC model
with a Kerr nonlinearity. Moreover, it was recently shown that
the rate of ADCE can be substantially increased by employing
qutrits [48], while a cyclic qutrit allows for realization of
novel effects, such as one- and three-photon DCEs [49]. So
here we investigate whether a cyclic qutrit could be used to
implement multiphoton JC and AJC effective interactions by
suitably modulating the energy levels. It is found that this
task is indeed feasible, and in addition our scheme permits
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the implementation of combined models (superpositions of JC
and AJC interaction terms) and other multiphoton transitions
between entangled atom-cavity states. This fact effectively
implies the possibility of manipulating the degree of entan-
glement of the system and, in particular, generating entangled
states. To better bring to light this possibility, we analyze the
time behavior of the logarithmic negativity [50], which is an
evolution of the standard negativity [51,52].

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II we introduce
the physical system, consisting of a cyclic qutrit coupled to
a single cavity mode and show that in the dispersive regime
it can be used as a versatile platform to emulate multiphoton
JC and AJC interactions between any pair of atomic levels. In
Sec. III numerical results are reported, attesting that under res-
onant modulation of atomic levels the exact system dynamics
is essentially equivalent to the effective description in terms of
multiphoton JC and AJC models. We also estimate the effects
of dephasing and relaxation using a phenomenological master
equation, analyzing which transitions are less susceptible to
dissipation. In Sec. IV we consider the regime of parameters
for which the system bare eigenstates consist of entangled
qutrit-cavity states. It is shown that in this “hybrid” regime the
four-photon JC transitions become substantially faster (hence
more robust against quantum noise) and novel three-photon
transitions can occur between the entangled atom-field states.
Finally, Sec. V contains our main conclusions.

II. PHYSICAL SYSTEM

We consider a single cavity mode of constant frequency
o that interacts with a qutrit in the cyclic configuration
[10,53-56], so that all the atomic transitions are allowed via
one-photon transitions. The Hamiltonian reads

2
A/h=oh+ ) E(t)de
k=1
1 2

+ Y Y a@+aG+é). ()

k=0 I>k

Here d (") is the cavity annihilation (creation) operator and
i = @' a is the photon number operator. The atomic levels are
Ey =0, E;, and E,, the corresponding states are denoted as
|k), and we define 63 ; = [K)(j|. The constant parameters g ;
denote the coupling strengths between the atomic states |k)
and |I) mediated by the cavity field. To emphasize the role of
the counter-rotating terms (CRT) we rewrite (for [ > k)

ge1(@+a"(61x + 611) = gr1(@61x + i 1d6r + Heel),

where ¢;; = 1 when the corresponding CRT is taken into
account and is zero otherwise (in our numeric examples
we consider ¢;; = 1Vk,[). Moreover, to shorten the final
expressions we define g; = go.1, g2 = g1.2, and g3 = go2, and
similarly for ¢y, ¢;, and c;.

Utilizing the tunability of Josephson artificial atoms
[57-63], we assume that the atomic energy levels can be
modulated externally via multitone driving as

Et) =E” + ecfi, fi = Z, w sin (19 + o),

where & < E]£0) is the modulation depth and hE,fO) is the
bare energy value (k =1 or 2). The sum runs over all the
input frequencies /), and w\”’ (¢\) is the associated weight
(phase) [64].

We expand the wave function as

(@) =) e by (t) Fu(t)l ),

¢n|o'k klon)

Fu(t) =exp { Z Z lgf]l(l;)

x [cos (nt + qb,gj)) — cos (¢,5"))] } (2)

Here A, are the eigenfrequencies of the bare Hamiltonian
Hy = H[e| = &, = 0] (n increasing with energy) and |¢,) are
the corresponding eigenstates (dressed states). b, (t) denotes
the slowly varying probability amplitude of the state |¢,) and
Fa(t) =~ 11s arapidly oscillating function.

After substituting Eq. (2) into the Schrédinger equation, as-
suming that ekwlij)(gom|6k,k|g0n) < Y and that [p) &+ | £
|[An — A for all possible values of k, r, j, n, and m, to the first
order in & and &, we obtain the coupled differential equations

Z 281(1/1): eXp lf(|)n — )‘m| — n(J))]b

J n<m

= 2D O expl=it(hy =l = n)bu. ()
J

n>m
where to the lowest order
ey ,
O =D ~-touloeilen). & = eww exp (ig)).
k=1

We see that for the modulation frequency 7™ = |1, — A,,]
the dressed states |¢,) and |¢,) become resonantly cou-

pled with the ideal transition rate |©J|. Indeed, assuming

that all other transitions are strongly off-resonant, we obtain
b = 1©%b,| and a similar expression for |b,|. However,

some undesirable nonresonant transitions (for which |A; —
A — 0| < 1O)) still take place, decreasing the effective
(average) value of b, on the right-hand side, thereby lowering
the actual transition rate between the dressed states |¢,) and
|@m). Therefore, when the analytic description is oversim-
plified by restricting the dynamics to the truncated subspace
{lon)s lom) } |®f,{;),,| provides only the order of magnitude for
the corresponding transition rate. Nonetheless, it is crucial to
have closed analytic expressions for |®f,{;)n| to understand how
it scales with the detunings and coupling strengths.

First we consider the dispersive regime, so that the
atomic populations remain nearly constant in the absence
of external modulation. We require w 3> |A1], |Az], |Az] >
/Nmax Max(gy), where npay is the maximum number of the
system excitations and the bare detunings are defined as

w—(EY —E®), Ay = A1+ As.

In this regime the dressed states read |[By,) =
Niallk, n) + 572, |k, n)py], where |n) is the cavity Fock
state and |k, n)¢y denotes the /th order correction obtained

Al = (,()—El(o), Az =
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from the perturbation theory (N, is the normalization
constant). To the lowest order the corresponding
eigenfrequencies are

gzk clgzl(k+1)_ g%k
A] 2a)—A1 CU—AS
_C3g§(k+l)+k;gzl sk—1) gk
30)—A3 A% A3 Al ’
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Al 2(,()—A1
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Az 26()—A2
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)\2,k ~wk+2)—A

(6)
The first-order corrections to the eigenstates read
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and the complete expressions for the fourth-order shifts and
|k, n) 2y are summarized in Appendix A.

Equation (3) shows that after neglecting rapidly oscillating
terms, the dispersive cyclic qutrit can serve as a versatile plat-
form to emulate k-photon JC and AJC Hamiltonians between
the atomic states {|1), |j)}:

12, k)1 = 10,k + 1)

(k)(l ])_lj(k)*mkf\ 4+ Hec. 9)

H/i]C(l e A(k)@kél j+Hec, (10)

where j > [ and A(k? and jl(];) are the effective coupling
strengths. These Hamlltonlans hold approximately in the trun-
cated subspace {|j, n), |1, n £ k)}, where n can be either a fixed
integer or belong to a small domain (n; < n < np) depending
on the parameters of the system [i.e., depending on which

arguments of the exponentials in Eq. (3) are nearly zero for
a given modulation frequency n™*]. To the lowest order one
obtains the following:

(i) one-photon models:

A(l)N rn___ c181

1) o (1 81
8 9
Jo.1 & 2Qw — Ay)

YN

(1) r _ (ny 82 (1) (OERG) €282
~ (e, —¢ A ~ _
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1) (D 83 (1) ) 383
N -, — .A e, —
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(i1) two-photon models:

(r) (r)
j(z) ~ & _ 1 28283
20— Ay w+ A ] 20— A3)’

A(z) ~ C38283 £ . SY)
0.1 2(3(1)—A3) Ay 3a)—A| ’

j<2) ~ 83) _ 5 : €18183
20 — Ay w— A3 2(a)—|—A2)’
A ~ - 88 o’ e
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T2 ~ SR YT
A3 Ay | 2A,°

A(z) C1C28182 S(Ir) _ ;r) (11)
2(26()—A1) 2a)—A2 4(1)—A3 '

Similarly one can obtain the coefficients Jl(';) and Afk])
for three- and four-photon models, whose approximate ex-
pressions are summarized in Appendix B. Although these
expressions provide only the upper bounds for the effective
coupling strengths, they are crucial to identify the most ad-
vantageous regimes of parameters (e.g., when g;/A; appears
instead of g;/w). It is worth noticing that one can also imple-
ment transitions |1, n) < |j, n) which do not alter the photon
number. Introducing the effective Hamiltonian PAI;O)(I S
1) =iS;,;(1)6;; + H.c., to the lowest order we find

(r) A~ A
1
o~ AL (L ooy

2 w— A \w— Az 3w — Az

+8(r)< n _ cc3(+1) )}
A(w—A3)  Bo—A3)Qw—A)) ][

R 8183 n{ cic3i a+1

Siai) ~ 518 | +
12~ Az)[ I (3a) " A w— A
) cics3ii B n+1
+82 (Zcu — A] A] ’

N 8182 ) o
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0200~ =5 [ & (A](Za)—Az)

N gl oh  ali+1)
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a(i+1) )
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In this case the modulation frequency must also be adjusted
according to the populated Fock state |n), since A, — A, 2
|S;,j(n)] for typical parameters.

At this point it is opportune to discuss the main differences
between this work and the recent paper [49]. In both cases
the system consisted of a nonstationary cyclic qutrit coupled
to a single cavity mode, as described by the Hamiltonian
(1). In Ref. [49] the goal was to find transitions that occur
primarily in the cavity field, with the cyclic qutrit remaining
in the ground state; this led to the prediction of one- and
three-photon DCE:s for single-tone modulations with frequen-
cies n & w and n & 3w, respectively. Instead, in the present
paper we study single- and multitone perturbations that couple
different atomic levels via effective multiphoton transitions,
and we estimate analytically the corresponding transition rates
up to four-photon effects. Additionally, here we find that in
the “hybrid” regime, Az = 0, the JC multiphoton transition
rate increases, and multiphoton entangled states can be created
from the initial state |0, 0) for n & 3w (see Sec. IV). Hence,
these two studies combined demonstrate the versatility of non-
stationary cyclic qutrits for the engineering of sophisticated
effective interactions.

We conclude this section recalling the definition of loga-
rithmic negativity as defined in Ref. [50], which we exploit as
a tool to single out the presence of entanglement in the state
of the qutrit-cavity system. Given a density operator p of a
bipartite system A-B, the logarithmic negativity is defined as

Eyn(p) = log, try/[pWB]T p@)B, 12)

where p“?8 is the partial transpose of § with respect to
party A.

III. NUMERIC RESULTS

In this section we solve numerically the Schrodinger equa-
tion for the original Hamiltonian (1). To assess the exper-
imental feasibility of the scheme we compare the unitary
dynamics to the dissipative one obtained through numeric in-
tegration of the phenomenological Markovian master equation
[54,56]

. 1. 1 2
b=l pl+KLlal+) ) veillén)

k=0 I>k

2
+ Y L6l
k=1

Here p is the density operator, £[0] = 0p0" — 0T0p/2 —
pO™0/2 is the Lindblad superoperator, « is the cavity re-
laxation rate, and y (y,§¢)) are the atomic relaxation (pure
dephasing) rates. Notice that related works [32,46,65] demon-
strated that for g; /@ < 10! and small times this approach is
a good approximation to a more rigorous microscopic model
of dissipation [66].

In all the simulations we set ¢; =0 and g;/w = 0.06.
In Fig. 1 we consider the initial zero-excitation state |0, 0)
and study the simultaneous implementation of the Hamil-
tonians I:Iﬁ)C(O, 2) and I-AIJ(? (1,2), adjusted to couple the
states |0, 0) — |2,2) and |2,2) — |1,5), respectively. We
use the plausible parameters (normalized by w): g, = 0.08,
g3 =0.04,A; = —0.52, Ay = —0.54, ¢, = 0.3,V =5.103

© 0.0 05  4gsg¢ 10 nitary 1.5
1.54 \
=101 dissipation
L5
0.0 T T T

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5

10° g t

FIG. 1. Implementation of combined two-photon AJC and three-
photon JC Hamiltonians for the initial state |0, 0). (a) Probabilities
of atomic states. (b) Photon number probabilities. (c) Logarithmic
negativity Ey(p). Thick lines represent the unitary evolution and
thin lines describe the evolution under Markovian dissipation. For
go.1t ~ 10° one creates an entangled state composed mostly of |0, 0),
|1, 5), and |2, 2).

(for AJC coupling), and 1® = 1.398 (for JC cou(pling).
D

The weights of the modulation components are w, =1
and w?) = 0.24; the dissipative parameters read « = y;; =

10~*g; and y,f‘” = 2. The unitary dynamics is represented

by thick lines. As expected, mostly the states |0, 0), |2, 2), and
|1, 5) are populated (with similar probabilities near the time
t, ~ 10° g ! ), and the probability of other Fock states, denoted
as p(rest), is below 10%. In the presence of dissipation (thin
lines) other states become populated, yet for g;z < 10° the
contribution of undesirable states is small. Therefore, this pro-
tocol could be implemented experimentally with present tech-
nology [59,67-74], offering an alternative manner to generate
entangled qutrit-cavity states involving all the atomic levels.
This fact is clearly shown through Fig. 1(c), where an increase
of logarithmic negativity is visible, even in the presence of
dissipation. In Fig. 2(a) we illustrate the degree of accuracy
with which the effective Hamiltonian A0.(0, 2) + A (1, 2)
describes the actual dynamics in the unitary case. As noted
previously, for high-order processes our analytic results pro-
vide only the order of magnitude of the coupling parameters,
so we replace «71(32) — 0.45]1(32) in Eq. (B1) to obtain the
correct JC-couplirfg parameter.’We see that for initial times,
g1t < 10°, the agreement between the numeric results (thick
lines) and the ones according to the effective Hamiltonian
(thin lines) is satisfactory. For larger times the description in
terms of the truncated subspace {|0, 0), |2, 2), |1, 5)} becomes
clearly inadequate.
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1.0
(@)

0.5

0.0

0.0

<n>

N W

6
10° gt

FIG. 2. Numeric results versus predictions of effective Hamilto-
nians. Thick lines represent the exact numeric dynamics (without
dissipation), while the thin lines depict the behavior according to
the effective Hamiltonians. (a) Atomic populations corresponding to
Fig. 1(a) (initial state |0, 0)). (b) Average photon number and Man-
del’s factor corresponding to Fig. 3(a) (initial state |0) ® |c)). For
initial times, the simplified analytic description in terms of effective
Hamiltonians approximates satisfactorily the exact dynamics. This is
remarkable, since the effective Hamiltonians neglect the dressing of
the bare states |k, n) and all the off-resonant transitions.

In Fig. 3 we choose the regime of parameters for which
I-AI/(XZJ)C(O, 1) can couple several states |0, k) <> |1,k + 2) for
0 g k 5 4. 82 = 1.03g1, 83 = 0.38g1, Al = 7.5g1, Ag =
5.83g1, & = 0.12w, 7 = 2.548w,k =5 x 107%g;, and y; =
yk@) =k /2. We consider the initial state |0) ® |«), where
|a) is the coherent state with the average photon number
a? = 1.1. Figure 3(c) proves that indeed several Fock states
are coupled by the single-tone modulation (for the sake of
clarity we omitted the corresponding results in the presence of
dissipation), giving rise to nonperiodic oscillation of the av-
erage photon number (n), atomic population P,(1), and the
Mandel’s factor Q = [{(An)?) — (n)]/(n). As expected, the
population of the atomic level |2) remains nearly zero, under-
going fast oscillations due to off-resonant couplings. More-
over, for the assumed low dissipative rates, the time evolution
is virtually unaffected by dissipation for g;# < 10°. Hence
Fig. 3 confirms that one can emulate effective Hamiltonians
that couple multiple pairs of states by properly choosing the
system parameters and the modulation frequency. In Fig. 2(b)
we compare the results of Fig. 3(a) to the dynamics according
to the effective Hamiltonian A XZJ)C(O, 1) with the coupling
strength (11). Again, the agreement is quite good for initial
times, gt < 10°; for larger times the deviations occur mainly
because the modulation frequency goes off resonance for Fock
states with k 2 4.

In Fig. 4 we illustrate the implementation of the four-
photon JC Hamiltonian I:IJ(é)(O, 1) for the initial state |1, 0)
and the following parameters (normalized by w): g, =
0.08, g3 =0.04, A} = —0.66, A, =042, n=2.301, & =

P.(2)
0.0 T T T 1 ?
© 0 3 10° gt 6 9
be, P o
0.4 P
0.2
0.0 F T T T 1
0 1 3 2 3
10 t
g P(3) 9 p(1)
0.2
0.0 F T T 1
0 “ T 09 o 2 3
0.2 P
0.1
0.0 p(3)
0 1 . 3
107 gt

FIG. 3. Effective two-photon AJC model for the initial coherent
state |0) ® |). (a) Time evolution of the average photon number
(n) and the Mandel’s Q factor under unitary (thick lines) and lossy
(thin lines) evolutions. (b) Atomic populations. (c¢) Photon-number
probabilities during unitary evolution. In this regime of parameters a
single-tone modulation couples several doublets |0, k) < |1, k + 2)

with transition rates o< «/(k + 1)(k + 2).

0.22, and y; = yk@) =k =5 x 107g,. The exact numeric
dynamics (thick lines) resembles quite well the expected
four-photon exchange, though the analytical transition rate,
Eq. (B2), overestimates the actual rate by a factor of 2 (data
not shown). Since in reality the modulation induces coupling
between the dressed states |81 ,0) and | o 4), it is not surprising
that in the unitary case the (small) population p(3) oscillates
with the same period as p(4). The population of the atomic
level P,(2) is always less than 2%, so it is not shown. In our
scheme, the higher-order Hamiltonians naturally have smaller
transition rates due to the multiplicative factors g;/A; and
gi/w. As shown by thin lines in Fig. 4, in this case even very
weak dissipation suffices to inhibit the oscillatory behavior.
Fortunately, for n-photon JC models we can surpass this
limitation by exploring the “hybrid transitions” described in
the next section.

IV. HYBRID TRANSITIONS FOR A3 =0

We can speed up the n-photon JC transitions between the
atomic states |0) and |1) by setting A, = —A, maintaining
|A1] > gk /Imax- In this case, the dominant part of the bare
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10% g t

FIG. 4. Approximate implementation of the four-photon JC
Hamiltonian for the initial state |1, 0). (a) Average photon number
and the atomic population. (b) Relevant photon number probabilities.
Thick (thin) lines represent the unitary (dissipative) evolution. In
the lossless case, the main transition is between the states |1, 0) <
|0, 4), but other states also become slightly populated due to their
presence in the dressed states, Egs. (7) and (8), as illustrated by p(3).

Hamiltonian is Hyy = Ho[c) = ¢o = g3 = 0], with the m-
excitation eigenfrequencies and eigenstates (see Ref. [48] for
exact expressions): &) = |0, 0), A(()O) =0,and form > 1
A~ mo — A — (K2/A1 — K3 /AT),
)\(0)

m=2,0 — Mw,
WP~ mo+ K2/ Ay — Ky /A3), (13)

3 K) g1/m|0, m) + gan/m — 112, m — 2)

m—) ~ |1
[6n.) ( 2A2 Ay

K2
—(1-=—)1,m-1),
( m%)' "=
gvm — 1|0, m) — g;/m|2, m — 2)

|‘§m>2,0> = Km ,
6, ) ~ L KL\ &/ml0,m) + go/m — 112, m —2)
" 247 Kn
Ky 3K2
—\1-53 IL,m-1), 14
N ( 2A§)| m—1) (14)
where K, = \/mg] + (m — 1)g3. For g ~ g, one can crudely

picture these dressed states as |£,, ) ~ |1, m — 1), |&y>2.0) ~
(10.m) —12,m —2))/v/2, and |Enz2.4) ~ (10, m) + 2, m —
2)/V2.

The complete dressed states |¢,, ;) can be obtained in a
straightforward manner from the perturbation theory with
the perturbation V = Hy — Huux.One immediately sees that
the first-order energy shifts b = (fm,S|V|§m,s) are zero

m,s

because V does not conserve the total number of excitations.

Hence the correction to the eigenfrequencies, Egs. (13) and
(14), will be ~0(g2 /w) (where g stands for the order of mag-
nitude of g;); for example, for the ground state one obtains
)\(()2) A —[clgzl/(Zw — A1)+ ¢385/3w]. To evaluate the tran-
sition rates ®f,{;),, in Eq. (3) we need the first-order corrections
to the eigenstates. For example, for the ground state one gets

M\ . €181 _agaiky V3e3g183
&) % 5o e) - o ) + e )
_ N2ages 6 — V2c38283 &S

AMGBo— Ay T 3wk;

The expressions for other states are calculated analogously,
but for the sake of space we omit them here.

One can achieve the JC-like transitions by employing the
hybrid states |¢;,>2,0) and |@,>2 +), which contain approxi-
mately equal contributions of the atomic states |0) and |2) and
lack the state |1). For instance, the three-excitation transitions
between the states [@,—) <> [¢ns3.+) and @) <> [@ni3.0)
have the transition rates

o) j j
®n{,7;m+3,+ __ €3818283 ﬁ £
Vm(m+ 1)(m +2) 2Kni3Bw + A1) | 3w A
0
®n{,7;m+3,0

Jmm+ Dm+3) 2Kn3G@o+AD| 3w A |

For the typical scenario g, > g; [53], by choosing the mod-
ulation frequency n = A,,43,0 — Am,—, One can achieve the
four-photon JC transition |1, m) < |0, m + 4), with the tran-
sition rate at least 1 order of magnitude larger than in the
previous section [cf. Eq. (B2)]. However, the price for such
an impressive speed-up is the simultaneous excitation of the
state |2, m + 2), whose probability is ~(g,/g1)? times smaller
than the probability of the state |0, m +4). As an example,
in Fig. 5 we consider the initial state |1,0) and the same
parameters as in Fig. 4 except for &, = 0.2w, n = 2.28%w,
and A, = —A;. As expected, the transition rate is roughly
ten times larger than in Fig. 4, so this effect is robust against
moderate dissipation. Mostly the states |1, 0) and |0, 4) are
populated; the population of the state |2, 2) is expected from
the dressed state |£40), and the small probability of three
photons (in the unitary case) arises from other nonresonant
transitions in Eq. (3).

The regime A3 = 0 is also attractive to generate entangled
states with multiple excitations from the initial zero-excitation
state. One possibility is the transition |¢p) <> |¢3.4+) when n ~
A3,4, for which

2
QU  _ 38283 [ K; 5(]')_8(1)]
03t 32K [ A1Bw — AT TP

However, only three excitations can be generated in this
case because the resonant modulation frequency goes off
resonance by ~g2/A; as the number of excitations increases
[see Eq. (14)]. On the other hand, since A,430— Amo =
3w+ 0(g2 /w), for n ~ 3w one expects the generation of a
larger number of photons due to the simultaneous nearly res-
onant transitions |@g) <> |@3.0) <> |@e.0) <> - --. Notice that
this effect takes place only for cyclic qutrits (as do the
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FIG. 5. Four-photon JC-like transition to the hybrid state |¢40).
Unitary (thick lines) and dissipative (thin lines) dynamics are shown
for the initial state |1, 0). (a) Average photon number and the Man-
del’s factor. (b) Atomic populations. (c) Photon number probabilities
[the probabilities p(3) and p(4) in the presence of dissipation are
omitted for the sake of clarity]. (d) Logarithmic negativity.

one- and three-photon DCEs described in Ref. [49]), since the
associated transition rate reads

i C3818283 1
95;1',)0;m+3,o = m%’)\/(m — D(m+ D)(m+3)

(this expression remains formally valid for m = 0). In Fig. 6
we illustrate the typical unitary dynamics for the parameters of
Fig. 5 except for n = 3.004w. We see that the atomic level |1)
remains nearly unpopulated, while the average photon number
oscillates between 0 and 5. The timescale of this effect is com-
parable to the one of the two-photon AJC transition illustrated
in Fig. 1. Moreover, the Q factor becomes negative when (n)
attains its local maxima, indicating a generation of nonclassi-
cal field states. In Fig. 6(c) we also plot the largest photon
number probabilities p(n), demonstrating that Fock states
with up to ten photons become populated. Concerning the
entanglement generation, we observe that both in Figs. 5(d)
and 6(c) logarithmic negativity is mainly above unity, with
the exception of those regions where the mean photon number
approaches zero or an atomic population approaches unity,

()08 P,(1)

@ | <" Q P4(2)

4

04
2
0/ AR A B A A
0 110'3gt2 3 000 y ) 5 3
! En(P) 10° gt

(c) N

1.0 04

FIG. 6. Generation of multiphoton entangled states via hybrid
transitions for the initial state |0, 0) and the modulation frequency
n ~ 3w (without dissipation). (a) Average photon number (thick line)
and the Mandel’s factor (thin line). (b) Atomic populations. (c) Rel-
evant photon number probabilities and the logarithmic negativity.

since each of such conditions implies that the qutrit-cavity
state is almost factorized. In Fig. 5(d) the detrimental effect of
dissipation is clearly visible, though entanglement production
remains possible even for a relatively long time.

V. CONCLUSIONS

It was shown analytically and numerically that coupling a
single cavity mode with a qutrit in the cyclic configuration
can represent a good starting point to realize dynamics that
emulate the ones stemming from the JC and AJC models.
We have proved the possibility of realizing effective n-photon
JC or AJC evolutions, as well as a combined dynamics,
by appropriately modulating the qutrit energy levels in the
dispersive regime. To assess the experimental feasibility of
our proposal we have also considered the presence of Marko-
vian noise, showing a certain level of robustness against
environment-induced fluctuations. Some limitations deriving
from the lowering of the transition rates for high-order JC
models can be overcome by exploring the hybrid transitions in
the regime A; = —A,, when the JC transition rate increases
substantially at the expense of generating an entangled atom-
cavity state. Finally, we have shown that this feature allows
for a straightforward way of generating entangled states with
multiple excitations starting from the zero-excitation state.
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APPENDIX A: PERTURBATIVE CORRECTIONS

The second-order corrections to the eigenstates are

S+ 1Dk +2 Vk(k—1
0 k) = YEFDEED[ gt e g o, EE=Dlaa _ag 1o,
2w 2w — A] 3w — A3 2w A] w — A3
JEk+1Dk+2 k k+1 Vk(k—1
| 638283 (k+ 1)k + )|1,k+2)+ 8283 +Czc3( +1) k) — 28283V k( ) 1k —2)
Bw — A3)Bw — Ay) ow—A|ow—A; 3w — Az (w— A3)(w+ Ay)
JE+1Dk+2 k+1 k Vk(k—1
RGLGT T (k+ 1)k + )|2,k+2>+ 8182 |calk+1) ok 2.5) + 8182vk( )|2,k—2),
(2(1)—A1)(4&)—A3) 2CU—A3 26()—A1 Al A1A3
Nk + 1) (k+2 k k+1 Vk(k —1
1K)y = 28283/ (k + D)k + )|0,k—|—2) L &8s (ko cczk+1) 0. 5) + 38283V k( )|0,k—2)
(20)—A2)(0)+A1) a)—Al Az 20)—A2 A2(3a)—A1)
k+ 1)k +2) Vk(k —1
L YEEDEED) (agi a8 N, VEEED( as L es),
2w Al 2a)—A 2w 20 — A4 Ay
k+1)(k+2 k+1 k Vk(k—1
| 638183 (k+ D)k + )|2,k+2)+ 8183 +1  aa 2.5 + c18183vk( ) 2.k —2).
A1(3a)—A2) C()—Az A] Za)—A| (26()—A1)(C()+A2)
8182V k+ 1)k +2) 8182 ek ci(k+1) c10281824/k(k — 1)
2, k) = 0,k+2 - 0,k 0,k—2
| )(2) A2A3 | + ) + 2w — A3 20w — Az AQ | > + (20) — Ag)(4a) — A3)| )
k+1)(k+2 k+1 k k(k—1
_agig(k+ Dk + )|1’k+2)Jr 8183 tl . _as LK) + c38183vk( ) 1k —2)
(w— Asz)(w+ Ay) w— A \w— Az 3w — Az Bw — A3)(Bw — Ay)
JE+1Dk+2 Vk(k—1
+ (k+ 1)k +2) ﬁ_ a8 2.k + ( Y[ g n a8 2.k —2).
2w As w— A3 2w 20— Ay 3w — Az

The third- and fourth-order corrections are obtained analogously, but we omit the explicit expressions here.
The fourth-order corrections to the eigenfrequencies read

20 |A w—A3] 20— A3 20— A, A AMA; A

o _ gz{m(k [g% _ag ]+ g [cl(k+1)_i}+g%<k—1>_ké?i}

_clg%<k+1>{k+2[ g . of }+ & [k+1 _%% agk+2) A }

2w — Ay 20 (20— A7 3w — Az 2w — A3z | 20 — A (4o — A3)QCw —Ay) 20— A

2
2k agk-1) g ko aok+D] ak-Dlag & ] Y
w— Az | (w—A3)w+ Ay) ow—A|w—A; 3w — Az 2w Ay w— Aj w— Aj
Sk+2) 2) _
c3gyk+ 1) | 30=a, T Aok 285 k ok +1) k+2[ g g
- + + + :
20w — Al 3w — A3

3w — Az 3w — Az w—Alo—Az  3w—Aj; 2w
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2a)—A1 2w (a)+A2)(2a)—A1) a)—Az 2a)—A1
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where )L,(f,)( are the second-order corrections from Eqgs. (4)—(6).

APPENDIX B: APPROXIMATE EXPRESSIONS FOR THREE- AND FOUR-PHOTON MODELS

(i) Three-photon models:
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(i) Four-photon models:
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