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A scheme for reducing the relative intensity noise (RIN) of laser source by an injection locked single-mode
semiconductor laser array is proposed and demonstrated. Intensity and phase noise of the slave laser under
injection locking are first analyzed by rate equations, and the RIN of the injection locked laser array after coherent
combining is then estimated. The RIN of the injection-locked N -element laser array can be reduced by a factor
about 1/N over the entire frequency range in the ideal case. Measurements with a two-element distributed
feedback laser array confirm the main theoretical predictions and a nearly 3 dB reduction in RIN is obtained.
The effect of the key parameters on the RIN of the injection locked array is investigated as well.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Semiconductor lasers have been widely used in many
fields such as fiber communications, imaging, solid-state laser
pump, etc., due to their excellent reliability, high efficiency,
and ease for integration [1]. In particular, semiconductor
lasers with low relative intensity noise (RIN) are required
in microwave photonics such as microwave fiber-optic links,
radar, and electronic warfare [2,3]. There are four major
approaches to reducing the RIN of semiconductor lasers. The
first is to increase the output power while keeping single-
mode operation [3–7]. However, due to the nonlinear effects
such as spatial hole burning, the maximum output power is
limited, thus limiting the lowest attainable RIN. The second
one is to switch semiconductor lasers from class B to class
A by increasing the photon lifetime, so as to suppress the
relaxation oscillation induced RIN peak [8,9]. However, the
improvement in RIN achievable with this method is limited
due to the relatively low output power. The third technology
is by strong injection locking, which enhances the relaxation
oscillation frequency and suppresses the relaxation oscillation
peak of the injection locked laser, thus reducing its RIN
[10,11]. But the requirement of a high power and low RIN
master laser limits its practical use. The last one is through
fiber transmission [12]. The fiber dispersion broadens the
intensity fluctuation in the time domain, resulting in a sup-
pressed relaxation oscillation peak in the frequency domain.
However, usually several kilometers of fiber have to be used,
which limits its application. To satisfy the requirement of the
next generation microwave photon links, a new method for
reducing the RIN of semiconductor lasers is needed, which
should be compatible with existing technologies.
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The RIN of a single semiconductor is given by [1]

Rsingle = 2SδP (ω)

P 2
0

, (1)

where P0 is the average output power and SδP (ω) is the
double-sided noise spectral density. For an N -element laser
array with coherent output but uncorrelated noise from each
array element, the RIN of the coherently combined array
(CCA) would be

RCCA = 1

(NP0)2

N∑
i=1

2SδPi
(ω) = 1

N

2SδP (ω)

P0
2

= 1

N
Rsingle, (2)

which is reduced by a factor about 1/N of a single laser.
Here, we propose a scheme with an N -element semicon-

ductor laser array to realize RIN improvement along with the
above idea, as shown in Fig. 1. To ensure coherent operation
of the array, the lasers are injection locked by a master laser.
The slave lasers are isolated from each other, the light from the
master laser is used to injection lock each laser in the array by
way of a beam splitter, and the output of the slave lasers are
combined by the output coupler.

Different from the RIN reduction by strong injection lock-
ing, the injection ratio of the scheme here is relatively low and
its influence on the relaxation oscillation can be neglected.
Actually, the noises of the slave lasers are not completely
uncorrelated, as they are injection locked to the same master
laser. The noise correlation between the slave lasers is influ-
enced by the injection ratio and phase difference between the
master and the slave lasers. Moreover, the combining phase
and coupling delay may result in conversion of phase noise
into intensity noise and noise beat.

To make this technology applicable, the influence of these
issues needs to be analyzed. In this paper, we present a de-
tailed investigation on the RIN characteristics of the proposed
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FIG. 1. Scheme diagram of combined injection locking array for
low RIN source.

scheme by adopting an analytic model that takes into account
both the zero-point noise and the master laser noise. The
theoretical model is detailed in Sec. II. The intensity and phase
noise of a single slave laser under injection locking is first
discussed. The RIN performance of a coherently combined
N -element laser array under injection locking is then inves-
tigated. Here, we emphasize that we are concerned with the
behavior of slave lasers under stable injection locking, and
nonlinear dynamics such as chaos or synchronization [13]
are not the concern of this work. Simulation results based
on this theoretical model are presented in Sec. III, where
the RIN and frequency (phase) noise of a single laser under
injection locking is analyzed and used to calculate the change
in the RIN that occurs after coherent combining. In Sec. IV,
measurements with a two-element distributed feedback laser
(DFB) array confirm the main theoretical predictions.

II. THEORETICAL MODEL

In this work, the intensity and phase noise of a single slave
laser under injection locking is obtained with rate equations
and small signal analysis. Different from the analysis in
Ref. [14], the correlation between the injected photon density
and the phase fluctuation is considered here.

A. Noise model of a single semiconductor laser
under injection locking

Because of the quantum nature of spontaneous emission,
the description of semiconductor laser noise normally requires
a quantum-mechanical formulation of rate equations [15].
Nevertheless, the RIN of an injection-locked laser can be
adequately modeled by the classical phenomenological rate
equations with spontaneous radiation and Langevin noise
sources [14,16–18],

dS

dt
= �A(1 − ksS)(n − ntr )S − S

τph

+ �βRsp

+ 2κ
√

SinjS cos(φ − φinj ) + Fs,

dφ

dt
= α

2

[
�A(1 − ksS)(n − ntr ) − 1

τp

]

− κ

√
Sinj

S
sin(φ − φinj ) − �ωinj + Fφ,

dn

dt
= I

qV
− n

τe

− A(1 − ksS)(n − ntr )S + Fn,

(3)

where S, φ, and n are photon number density, phase, and
carrier density in the laser cavity under optical injection. Sinj

and φinj are the photon number density and phase of the

TABLE I. Description of the parameters.

Symbol Description

α Linewidth-enhancement factor
A Gain coefficient
� Optical confinement factor
ks Gain compression factor
ntr Transparent carrier density
β Spontaneous emission factor
V Active volume
τph Photon lifetime
τe Carrier lifetime
κ Coupling rate
R Power reflectivity of the laser facets

injected light. �ωinj = ωinj − ωf r is the detuning frequency.
Fs , Fφ , and Fn are the Langevin noise sources for photon,
phase, and carrier, respectively. The description of the other
parameters is shown in Table I.

Small variations δS, δφ, δn, δSinj , and δφinj about the
stable injection-locked operating point S0, φ0, n0, Sinj , and
φinj are described as follows [14]:⎡

⎣jω + mss msφ msn

mφs jω + mφφ mφn

mns 0 jω + mnn

⎤
⎦

⎡
⎣δS(ω)

δφ(ω)
δn(ω)

⎤
⎦

=
⎡
⎣msi

mφi

0

⎤
⎦δSinj (ω) +

⎡
⎣msφ

mφφ

0

⎤
⎦δφinj (ω) +

⎡
⎣Fs

Fφ

Fn

⎤
⎦, (4)

where mij depends on the stationary state parameters, which
are shown in Appendix A. The photon density fluctuation δS

and phase fluctuation δφ are derived as

δQ(ω) = HQsi (ω)δSinj (ω) + HQφi (ω)δφinj (ω)

+ HQs (ω)Fs + HQφ (ω)Fφ + HQn(ω)Fn, (5)

where Q = S, φ and the transfer functions such as HQsi (ω)
are given in Appendix B. According to the Wiener-Khinchin
theorem, the spectrum density of δS and δφ are

〈|δQ(ω)|2〉
= |HQsi (ω)|2〈|δSinj |2〉 + |HQφi (ω)|2〈|δφinj |2〉

+ 2 Re{HQsi (ω)H ∗
Qφi (ω)〈δSinj (ω)δφinj (ω)〉}

+ |HQφ (ω)|2〈FφFφ〉 + |HQs (ω)|2〈FsFs〉
+ |HQn(ω)|2〈FnFn〉 + 2 Re{HQs (ω)H ∗

Qn〈FsFn〉}, (6)

where 〈AB〉 denotes the spectrum density of the correlation
between noises A and B. The first three terms of (6) are
correlated with the master laser and the other terms are related
to the slave laser. Although the phase noise has no direct effect
on the RIN of a laser, the phase noise will be converted to
intensity noise of the laser array output. So the phase noise of
the slave laser is analyzed here as well.

The phase fluctuation between the internal and external
cavity can be neglected, but the difference of the intensity
fluctuation should be considered [19]. The injected photon
density fluctuation δSinj involves external light fluctuation and
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FIG. 2. Noise model diagram for injection locking. Finj and Fo

are the zero-point noise induced by the injection facet and the output
facet, respectively. δPext and δφext are the power and phase fluctuation
of the external injected light. The gray blocks represent equivalent
mirrors.

zero-point noise from the input facet,

δSinj = Sinj

Pinj

[(1 − R)δPext + Finj ], (7)

where Pinj is the injected power. Then the correlation func-
tions of injected light in (6) are

〈δSinj (ω)2〉 =
(

Sinj

Pinj

)2

[(1 − R)2〈|δPext (ω)|2〉 + 〈FinjFinj 〉

+ 2(1 − R)〈Finj δPext (ω)〉], (8)

〈|δφinj (ω)|2〉 = 〈|δφm(ω)|2〉, (9)

〈δSinj (ω)δφinj (ω)〉 = Sinj

Pinj

(1 − R)

(
1

2
hνυgαmV/�

)

× 10
Att
10 〈δSm(ω)δφm(ω)〉, (10)

where the subscript “m” in (9) and (10) denotes the master
laser. δSm and δφm can be derived by setting coupling coeffi-
cient κ = 0 in (5). h, υg , αm, and ν are Planck constant, group
velocity, mirror coupling loss, and light frequency. The injec-
tion ratio is adjusted by a variable optical attenuator, which
has an attenuation given by Att and introduces no excess

noise. The particle flows in the injection locking system, as
required by the Langevin method, are shown in Fig. 2. The
other correlation functions in (6) are derived in Appendix C.
Compared with Ref. [14], the main difference here is that the
correlation between the injected photon density and the phase
fluctuation represented by (10) is not zero, but depends on the
master laser.

B. RIN model of the coherently combined array

Next we consider the case of coherent combining of an
N -element array injection locked to the same master laser.
The output electric field of each slave laser can be written as
Ep(t ) = √

Sp(t )exp[φp(t )], for p = 1 to N . The field of the
combined beam is given by

ET (t ) = A

N∑
p=1

√
Sp(t − τp )exp[φp(t − τp )], (11)

where A is the complex coefficient of the coupler and τp is
the coupling delay. The intensity of the combined light in time
domain is

ST (t ) = |A|2
N∑

p=1

Sp(t − τp ) + 2|A|2

×
∑
p<q

√
Sp(t − τp )Sq (t − τq )

× cos[φp(t − τp ) − φq (t − τq )], (12)

where φp(t − τp ) − φq (t − τq ) is the phase difference be-
tween two array elements. Similar to the process mentioned
above, the light intensity fluctuation δST can be derived by
small-signal analysis, with the transfer functions shown in
Appendix D:

δST (ω) =
N∑

p=1

H
p

T s (ω)δSop
(ω) +

N∑
p=1

H
p

T φ (ω)δφp(ω). (13)

The fluctuation of photon density noise is given by

δSop
(ω) = δSp(ω) + Fop

/(
1
2hνυgαmVp/�p

)
, (14)

where Fop
is the zero-point noise. We obtain the spectrum

density of δST (ω) as

〈|δST (ω)|2〉 =
N∑

p=1

∣∣Hp

T s (ω)
∣∣2〈∣∣δSop

(ω)
∣∣2〉 + N∑

p=1

∣∣Hp

T φ (ω)
∣∣2〈|δφp(ω)|2〉 + 2 Re

⎧⎨
⎩

∑
1�p<q�N

H
p

T s (ω)Hq

T s

∗(ω)
〈
δSop

(ω)δSoq
(ω)

〉⎫⎬⎭
+ 2 Re

⎧⎨
⎩

∑
1�p<q�N

H
p

T φ (ω)Hq

T φ

∗(ω)〈δφp(ω)δφq (ω)〉
⎫⎬
⎭ + 2 Re

⎧⎨
⎩

N∑
p,q=1

H
p

T s (ω)Hq

T φ

∗(ω)
〈
δSop

(ω)δφq (ω)
〉⎫⎬⎭. (15)

According to (5) and (14) we can derive the correlation function in (15) as shown in Appendix E. The average light intensity is
given by

ST N (t ) = |A|2
⎡
⎣ N∑

p=1

Sp + 2
∑
p<q

√
SpSq cos(φp − φq )

⎤
⎦. (16)
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Consequently, the total RIN of the semiconductor laser array
under injection locking is

RT N = 2〈|δST N (ω)|2〉
ST N (t )2 . (17)

III. SIMULATION RESULTS

The injected light of the master laser not only affects the
noise characteristics of each slave laser, but induces additional
noise in the combined output. Actually, the injected noise
δSinj and δφinj induce noise correlation among the slave
lasers, thus affecting the RIN of the laser array. We will
analyze their contributions in stable locking range [20]. In
Sec. III A and Sec. III B, we focus on the effect of the master
laser on the RIN and frequency (phase) noise characteristics of
the slave laser, which is important for our scheme, but ignored
in the previous study [14,16–18]. Then the RIN of the array in
the ideal case, i.e., zero combining phase and equal coupling
delay, is analyzed in Sec. III C. For nonideal combining, the
effect of combining phase and coupling delay on the RIN of
the array is analyzed in Sec. III D. For simplicity, the parame-
ters of the master and the slave lasers are taken to be the same
in our simulations. We set α = 5, A = 1.4 × 10−6 cm3/s,
� = 0.35, ks = 2 × 10−17 cm3, ntr = 1.1 × 1018 cm−3,
β =1 × 10−5, V = 6 × 10−11 cm3, τph =1.75 ps, τe =2 ns,
κ = 89.3 GHz, and R = 0.25.

A. Effect of master laser noise on the RIN of a single slave laser

According to the first three terms in (6), the contribution
from the master laser to the RIN includes δSinj , δφinj , and
their correlation (may be negative). When compared with
δSinj and the correlation, the contribution of δφinj dominates
at low frequencies as shown in Fig. 3(a). The ratio Rδφinj

of
the contribution of δφinj to the total noise source is larger than
90% in most cases, except for φ − φinj near zero. Actually, if
φ − φinj = 0◦, there will be no contribution of δφinj .

Different from δSinj , the contribution of δφinj to the RIN is
independent of the injection ratio, but depends on the master
laser according to (9). Therefore, when φ − φinj is far from
zero, the influence of the injection ratio to the contribution
of the master laser can be neglected at low frequencies. It
is worth noting that a positive φ − φinj will enhance the
contribution from both the master and the slave lasers at low
frequencies as shown in Fig. 3(b). Thus the positive φ − φinj

should be avoided to reduce the RIN.
Since δφinj has a significant influence on the RIN char-

acteristics of the laser array in most cases, it would be ben-
eficial to reduce the phase noise of the master laser. As we
know, an elevated injection current implies a reduced phase
noise within certain limits. We verify this result in Fig. 4
by comparing the RIN obtained with the master laser under
different injection currents. Actually, further increasing the
injection current of the master laser has relatively insignificant
influence on the RIN of the injection locked slave laser, as the
main contribution to the RIN comes from the slave laser itself.

B. Effect of spontaneous radiation in slave laser
on its frequency noise

According to (15), the phase noise of slave lasers will be
converted to the RIN of the laser array in most cases. At high

FIG. 3. (a) Ratio of the contribution of δφinj to the total noise
source of the master laser. (b) The contribution of the master and the
slave laser noise sources on the RIN at Rinj = −30 dB.

frequencies, the frequency noise is given by

〈|δ
�
φ (ω)|2〉 = ω2〈|δφ(ω)|2〉. (18)

Although the frequency noise characteristics with various
injection parameters has been analyzed in Ref. [21], the

FIG. 4. RIN characteristics under injection locking with different
injection currents into the master laser.
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FIG. 5. Main contributions of the noise sources to the frequency
noise with different injection parameters, J = Jm = 2Jth. The sym-
bols Fs , Fφ , δφinj represent their contributions to the frequency
noise.

influence of different noise sources on the frequency noise
remains unclear. As confirmed by our simulations, the noise
contributions of Fn and δSinj can be neglected compared with
Fs , Fφ , and δφinj , even at 0 dB injection ratio. Therefore,
the approximate frequency noise of the injected laser can be
expressed as

〈|δ
�
φ (ω)|2〉 ≈ ω2|Hφφi (ω)|2〈|δφinj (ω)|2〉

+ ω2|Hφs (ω)|2〈FsFs〉 + ω2|Hφφ (ω)|2〈FφFφ〉.
(19)

Figure 5 shows the main contributions of the noise sources
to the frequency noise with various injection parameters.
We find the contributions at low and high frequencies are
dominated by the phase fluctuations of the master and slave
laser, respectively, i.e., δφinj and Fφ .

We focus on the frequency noise at low frequencies, which
may result in the RIN deterioration of the laser array. It is
found that light injection helps suppress the contribution of
spontaneous radiation in the slave laser (Fs and Fφ) to the fre-
quency noise at low frequencies. Comparing Figs. 5(a), 5(b),
and 5(c), such suppression becomes more significant for
larger negative phase difference φ − φinj and higher injection
ratio Rinj . However, this suppression is insignificant when
φ − φinj is positive, as shown in Fig. 5(d). The suppressed
contributions of the slave laser to the frequency noise at low
frequencies may explain the linewidth reduction in mutually
injection locked lasers [22].

C. RIN improvement of the coherently
combined N-element array in the ideal case

Under the ideal combining condition, i.e., equal coupling
delay τp and zero phase difference φp − φq between the slave
lasers, the intensity noise of the injection locked laser array is

FIG. 6. Variation in RIN between the array (N = 10) and a
single laser under injection locking at different φ − φinj in the ideal
case. J = Jm = 2Jth; injection ratio is −30 dB.

independent of the phase noise of the slave lasers:

〈|δST (ω)|2〉

=
N∑

p=1

∣∣Hp

T s (ω)
∣∣2〈∣∣δSop

(ω)
∣∣2〉

+ 2 Re

⎧⎨
⎩

∑
1�p<q�N

H
p

T s (ω)Hq

T s

∗(ω)
〈
δSop

(ω)δSoq
(ω)

〉⎫⎬⎭.

(20)

The first term is the sum of the intensity noise of all the slave
lasers, while the second term is associated with the correlation
between different slave lasers due to injection locking. In the
absence of correlation, i.e., the second term in (20) being zero,
the RIN of the array is 1/N of a single laser under injection
locking.

The correlation of intensity noise between the different
slave lasers comes from the master laser and the contribution
of δφinj is dominant at low frequencies in most cases, as
shown in Fig. 3(a). Therefore, alleviating the contribution of
δφinj by eliminating the phase difference between the master
and the slave lasers in negative direction can suppress the
correlation. This result is verified by the variation in RIN
between the array and a single laser under injection locking
as shown in Fig. 6. When φ − φinj = 0◦, the reduction of RIN
is nearly 10 dB in the entire frequency range, as a result of the
negligible contribution of δSinj .

D. RIN of the coherently combined array in the nonideal case

In a practical case, the combining phase and the cou-
pling delay differences are not exactly zero, and we need to
investigate their influences on the RIN performance of the
coherently combined light. For the sake of clarity, the case
of a two-element laser array is discussed in the following.
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FIG. 7. (a) Noise contributions on the RIN of the array (N = 2)
with the same coupling delays under different injection parameters.
J = Jm = 2Jth, φ1 − φ2 = 5◦, Rinj = −10 dB, φ − φinj = −60◦,
Intensity fluctuation, and Phase fluctuation represent the contribu-
tions of the intensity and phase fluctuation of the slave lasers to
the RIN of the array, respectively. (b) Range of improved RIN, i.e.,
�R < 0, with τ = 0 ps and J = Jm = 2Jth (n.s.: unstable portion of
the locking range).

First, supposing that the coupling delay difference can be
neglected, i.e., τ = τ1 − τ2 = 0, Eq. (15) can be simplified as

〈|δST (ω)|2〉 = ∣∣H 1
T s (ω)δSo1(ω) + H 2

T s (ω)δSo2(ω)
∣∣2

+ ∣∣H 1
T φ (ω)δφ1(ω) + H 2

T φ (ω)δφ2(ω)
∣∣2

.

(21)

The intensity noise of the array contains two parts. One part
directly comes from the intensity fluctuation of the slave lasers
given by the first term in (21), which is the same with the
ideal case in (20). The other part is due to conversion from
phase noise. The contributions of these two parts to RIN
are shown in Fig. 7(a). The RIN resulting from the former
accounts for the behavior at high frequencies, whereas the
latter is responsible for the reduction of RIN improvement at
low frequencies and should be suppressed. It can be simplified

as ∣∣H 1
T φ (ω)δφ1(ω) + H 2

T φ (ω)δφ2(ω)
∣∣2

= 8|A|4S0
2sin2(φ1 − φ2){|Hφs (ω)|2〈FsFs〉

+ |Hφφ (ω)|2〈FφFφ〉 + |Hφn(ω)|2〈FnFn〉
+ 2 Re[Hφs (ω)Hφn(ω)〈FsFn〉]}. (22)

It is interesting to note that the conversion of phase noise
to intensity noise at low frequencies is independent of the
master laser, but mainly comes from the spontaneous emission
in the slave lasers. For a single injection locked laser, large
negative phase difference φ − φinj and high injection ratio can
suppress the RIN deterioration at low frequencies as shown in
Fig. 5. The same trend is true for injection locked laser array,
as confirmed by Fig. 7(b).

If the coupling delay difference cannot be neglected,
Eq. (15) can be simplified as

〈|δST (ω)|2〉 =
2∑

p=1

∣∣Hp

T s (ω)
∣∣2〈∣∣δSop

(ω)
∣∣2〉

+
2∑

p=1

∣∣Hp

T φ (ω)
∣∣2〈|δφp(ω)|2〉

+ 2 Re
{
H 1

T s (ω)H 2
T s

∗
(ω)

〈
δSo1(ω)δSo2 (ω)

〉
+ H 1

T φ (ω)H 2
T φ

∗
(ω)〈δφ1(ω)δφ2(ω)〉

+ H 1
T s (ω)H 2

T φ

∗
(ω)

〈
δSo1(ω)δφ2(ω)

〉
+ H 2

T s (ω)H 1
T φ

∗
(ω)

〈
δSo2(ω)δφ1(ω)

〉}
. (23)

Compared with (21), there is beat noise in the cross cor-
relations between the different lasers as shown in the third
term of (23). According to Appendix E, it is induced by the
master laser and will enhance the RIN deterioration at low
frequencies. Among the contribution of the cross correlations,
the cross correlation of phase noise, e.g., 〈δφ1(ω)δφ2(ω)〉,
dominates. The variation in the RIN of the array with unequal
coupling delay is shown in Fig. 8(a). It is found that the high
injection ratio and small negative φ − φinj help to suppress the
RIN deterioration resulting from an unequal coupling delay,
and the cycle of the oscillation is related to the coupling delay,
i.e., �f = 1/τ . To improve the RIN of the array over that
of a single laser under injection locking, i.e., �R < 0, the
coupling delay difference, injection ratio, phase difference,
and combining phase should be optimized. For simplicity, if
we can keep φ − φinj close to zero, the range of improved RIN
is shown in Fig. 8(b). It is found that the range of �R < 0 is
sensitive to the combining phase. The nonzero coupling delay
will enhance the deterioration of the RIN at low frequencies
further, and more critical control of the combining phase is
required to improve the RIN of the array.

From the above discussion, it can be concluded that, for
negligible coupling delay difference, large negative phase
difference between the master and the slave laser and elevated
injection ratio can suppress the RIN deterioration at low fre-
quencies. If the coupling delay difference cannot be neglected,
the beat noise will enhance the RIN deterioration and a large
negative phase difference is improper. In practical cases, the
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FIG. 8. Effect of unequal coupling delay to RIN, J = Jm = 2Jth.
(a) Variation in RIN between the array (N = 2) and a single laser
under injection locking with unequal coupling delay, φ1 − φ2 = 0.1◦,
and τ = 200 ps. (b) Range of improved RIN, φ − φinj = 0◦.

phase difference should be optimized, and increasing the
injection ratio is preferred.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The RIN performance of a two-element array under injec-
tion locking is experimentally investigated to verify the above
simulations. In the measurement setup shown in Fig. 9(a), two
commercial 1550 nm multiple quantum well (MQW) DFB
lasers (DFB1 and DFB2) with no built-in isolators are adopted
as the slave lasers, whereas a DFB laser (DFB0) with built-in
isolator is used as the master laser. To facilitate injection
locking, the wavelength differences between the three lasers
are within 0.1 nm. A variable optical attenuator (VOA) is used
to adjust the injection ratio. The components in the setup are
connected by polarization-maintaining fibers.

As we know, the phase difference φ − φinj = 0◦ occurs
near the maximum negative frequency detuning [14], and the
maximum output power corresponds to in-phase combining
phase, i.e., φ1 − φ2 = 0◦. The difference between the RIN

FIG. 9. Experiment results of the variation in RIN of the array
(N = 2) resulting from the coherent combining with different injec-
tion ratio. The heavy and fine lines represent DFB1 and DFB2.

of the array and that of a single slave laser under injection
locking is plotted in Fig. 9(b). It is found that the array
exhibits a nearly 3 dB RIN reduction and the coupling delay
resulting from the unequal fiber length is nearly 1/�f ≈
750 ps. As φ1 − φ2 is not exactly zero and the coupling delay
cannot be neglected in our experiment, the RIN improvement
deteriorates at low frequencies. According to the discussion in
Sec. III D, however, increasing the injection ratio can suppress
the deterioration, which is in agreement with the experimental
result shown in Fig. 9(b).

V. CONCLUSION

We have presented a scheme for RIN improvement by co-
herently combining a single-mode semiconductor laser array
injection locked to a master laser. The RIN characteristics
are theoretically investigated based on an analytic model that
takes zero-point noise as well as the noise of the master
laser into consideration. The contributions of different noise
sources to the RIN and frequency noise of a single slave laser
are analyzed, and the RIN of an array under ideal and nonideal
combining cases are investigated. The main findings can be
summarized as follows.

(1) The RIN of the array in the ideal case can be reduced
by a ratio of nearly 1/N over the entire frequency range.
The reduction of the RIN at low frequencies deteriorates due
to noise correlation between the slave lasers, which mainly
results from the phase noise of the master laser. Keeping the
phase difference between the master and the slave lasers close
to zero in negative direction and reducing the phase noise of
the master laser will suppress this correlation.
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(2) When the combining is not ideal, the combining phase
and coupling delay differences will result in conversion of
phase noise into intensity noise and noise beat at low frequen-
cies. For negligible coupling delay difference, the RIN of the
laser array mainly depends on the spontaneous emission of
slave lasers. Adopting a higher injection ratio and a larger
negative phase difference can suppress this conversion. The
nonzero coupling delay difference will enhance the deteriora-
tion of the RIN at low frequencies, and more critical control
of the combining phase is required to improve the RIN of the
array. In practical applications, the coupling delay difference
can be reduced to subpicosecond level by adopting an inte-
grated optical coupler, thus relaxing the control requirement
for the combining phase.
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APPENDIX A

mss = −�A(n0 − ntr )(1 − 2ksS0) + 1/τph

− κ
√

Sinj /S0 cos(φ − φinj ),

msφ = 2κ
√

SinjS0 sin(φ − φinj ),

msn = −�A(1 − ksS0)S0,

mφs = 0.5α�A(n0 − ntr )ks − 0.5κ

√
Sinj /S0

3 sin(φ − φinj ),

mφφ = κ
√

Sinj /S0 cos(φ − φinj ),

mφn = −0.5α�A(1 − ksS0),

mns = A(n0 − ntr )(1 − 2ksS0),

mnn = 1/τe + A(1 − ksS0)S0,

msi = κ
√

S0/Sinj cos(φ − φinj ),

mφi = −0.5κ
√

1/(S0Sinj ) sin(φ − φinj ).

APPENDIX B

A = mss + mφφ + mnn,

B = mssmφφ + mssmnn + mφφmnn

−msφmφs − msnmns,

C = mssmφφmnn + mnsmsφmφn

− mφφmsnmns − mnnmsφmφs,

D = −jω3 − Aω2 + jBω + C,

Hss (ω) = (mφφ + jω)(mnn + jω)/D,

Hsφ (ω) = −msφ (mnn + jω)/D,

Hsn(ω) = (msφmφn − msnmφφ − jωmsn)/D,

Hssi (ω) = msiHss (ω) + mφiHsφ (ω),

Hsφi (ω) = msφHss (ω) + mφφHsφ (ω),

Hφs (ω) = (mφnmns − mφsmnn − jωmφs )/D,

Hφφ (ω) = [mnnmss −msnmns + i(mss + mnn)]/D − ω2/D,

Hφn(ω) = (mφsmsn − mφnmss − jωmφn)/D,

Hφsi (ω) = msiHφs (ω) + mφiHφφ (ω),

Hφφi (ω) = msφHφs (ω) + mφφHφφ (ω).

APPENDIX C

〈FsFs〉 = 2�βRspS0 + 2�2

V
βRsp

+ 2�2

V
κ
√

SinjS0 cos(φ0 − φinj ),

〈FφFφ〉 = 〈FsFs〉/
(
4S0

2
)
,

〈FnFn〉 = I

qV 2
+ 1

V
[Rsp + Rnr + 2βRspS0V/�

− A(1 − ksS0)(n0 − ntr )S0],

〈FsFn〉 = − �

V
[βRsp + 2βRspS0V/�

− A(1 − ksS0)(n0 − ntr )S0],

〈δS(ω)Fo〉 = Hss (ω)〈FsFo〉 = −Hss (ω)hνP0,

〈FoFo〉 = hνP0,

〈FinjFinj 〉 = hνPinj ,

〈|δPext (ω)|2〉 = hνPinj /(1 − R)

+ 10
2Att
10

(
1

2
hνυgαmV/�

)2

〈|δSm(ω)|2〉,

〈Finj δPext (ω)〉 = −hνPinj ,

where P0 is the average output power.

APPENDIX D

H
p

T s (ω) = |A|2e−jωτp

⎡
⎣1 +

∑
q �=p

√
Sq

Sp

cos(φp − φq )

⎤
⎦,

H
p

T φ (ω) = −2|A|2e−jωτp

∑
q �=p

√
SpSq sin(φp − φq ).

APPENDIX E

〈|δSop
(ω)|2〉

= (
1
2hvυgαmVp/�p

)−2〈
Fop

Fop

〉
+ 〈|δSp(ω)|2〉 + (

1
4hvυgαmVp/�p

)−1〈
δSp(ω)Fop

〉
,
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〈
δSop

(ω)δSoq
(ω)

〉
= H

p

ssi (ω)Hq

ssi

*
(ω)

〈
δSinjp

(ω)δSinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

sφi (ω)Hq

sφi

∗(ω)
〈
δφinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

ssi (ω)Hq

sφi

∗
(ω)

〈
δSinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

sφi (ω)Hq

ssi

*(ω)
〈
δSinjq

(ω)δφinjp
(ω)

〉∗
,

〈δφp(ω)δφq (ω)〉
= H

p

φsi (ω)Hq

φsi

*
(ω)

〈
δSinjp

(ω)δSinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

φφi (ω)Hq

φφi

∗
(ω)

〈
δφinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

φsi (ω)Hq

φφi

∗
(ω)

〈
δSinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

φφi (ω)Hq

φsi

*
(ω)

〈
δSinjq

(ω)δφinjp
(ω)

〉∗
,〈

δSop
(ω)δφq (ω)

〉
= H

p

ssi (ω)Hq

φsi

*
(ω)

〈
δSinjp

(ω)δSinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

sφi (ω)Hq

φφi

∗
(ω)

〈
δφinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉

+ H
p

ssi (ω)Hq

φφi

∗(ω)
〈
δSinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉
+ H

p

sφi (ω)Hq

φsi

*(ω)
〈
δSinjq

(ω)δφinjp
(ω)

〉∗
,

where the correlation function in the equations above are
divided into two categories, p = q and p �= q. When p = q,
they are already shown in part A of the theoretical mode. If
p �= q, the correlation function are derived as

〈
δSinjp

(ω)δSinjq
(ω)

〉 = Sinjp
Sinjq

Pinjp
Pinjq

10
Attp+Attq

10 (1 − R)2

×
(

1

2
hvυgαmV/�

)2

〈|δSm(ω)|2〉,
〈
δφinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉 ≈ 〈|δφm(ω)|2〉,
〈
δSinjp

(ω)δφinjq
(ω)

〉 = Sinjp

Pinjp

10
Attp

10 (1 − R)

×
(

1

2
hvυgαmV/�

)
〈δSm(ω)δφm(ω)〉.

The values of other correlation functions not presented are
zero.
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