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The stability of a monochromatic constant-intensity laser beam propagating through a
resonant medium is considered. It is found that many absorbers should exhibit a region of
negative conductivity and, consequently, amplify perturbations. The associated gain is de-
pendent on a number of variable parameters, such as laser-beam intensity, perturbation
frequency, relaxation times, degeneracy, transverse mode, inhomogeneous broadening,
etc. Putting absorbers inside Fabry-Perot interferometers allows the construction of plane-

wave devices with a bistable output.

INTRODUCTION

The development of the laser has stimulated the
study of nonlinear resonant light propagation in
absorbing media. In addition to the 27 hyperbolic-
secant pulse,! periodic frequency- and amplitude-
modulated electric field pendulum-type solutions?
satisfy the idealized plane-wave undamped Bloch-
Maxwell equations.

Considered here is the stability of the steady-
state solution to the Bloch-Maxwell equations with
damping. The steady-state solution is found to be
unstable and to exhibit gain when the light intensity
is high. The unstable perturbations modulate the
amplitude, but not the frequency.

The pendulum-type solutions might be unstable
and evolve to some other solution, but the other
solution cannot be a high-intensity steady-state
solution, because it is itself unstable.

The instability of the steady-state solution im-
plies that a resonant medium with a light beam of
sufficient intensity passing through it can be used
as a light amplifier. It is mainly for this reason
that the regime and degree of instability is here
examined in some detail.

Schwartz and Tan® considered the problem of a
strong light beam and weak probe light beam pass-
ing through a resonant medium. They found that
the weak probe beam underwent reduced absorp-
tion, particularly when the difference in frequency
of the strong and weak beam was less than the in-
verse population lifetime. Mollow* pointed out
that a homogeneously broadened two-level system
in the presence of a strong light beam is unstable
and amplifies fluctuations. Since this work was
discovered during final manuscript preparation,
no attempt has been made to reconcile notation,
etc., and the reader is encouraged to read his
work. Previous work is otherwise well referenced
in the paper by Bloembergen and Shen.®

The gain or instability of the steady-state solu-
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tion with respect to amplitude modulations of small
frequency may be understood through general
arguments. Let a resonant medium of finite length
absorb an energy loss L from the energy of an in-
cident light beam. As the incident light intensity
is increased towards very large values, suppose
that L approaches a given constant loss L,. For
example, if the only loss mechanism is that of
spontaneous emission at the vacuum rate of quanta
from the partially excited atoms, then L, equals
the product of the two-level energy separation,
half the number of atoms, and the inverse spon-
taneous-emission lifetime.

The loss L may be set equal to a product of the
light’s electric field € and the total atomic current
J. It then follows that J =L /€ in the region of
large intensity (proportional to €2). The differen-
tial conductivity dJ/de is therefore negative in this
large-field region. Slow amplitude-modulating
perturbations of the electric field € are therefore
amplified.

A careful distinction between field and intensity
should be made. Suppose the unperturbed field is
€,, and the perturbing field is Ae. According to
the previous paragraph, one may assume an ap-
paratus where A€ is amplified. The light intensity
is proportional to (¢,+A€)?*. The intensity-modula-
tion part of this is 2€,A€ +A€®. It may be that Ae
is amplified, but €, is, at the same time, atten-
uated in such a way that the intensity modulation
is decreased.

In such a situation observation of the total in-
tensity with, for example, a phototube will reveal
a decrease in the intensity modulation. On the
other hand, if a frequency-sensitive filter (e.g.,
Fabry-Perot interferometer) is used to subtract
the field €, from the exit beam, the intensity of the
modulating field, Ae?, will be observed to be in-
creased.

The absorber will be described through Bloch’s
equations with relaxation times T,, T,, T, with
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Ty referring to a Gaussian spectral profile. The
comparison of observed gain with that calculated
with this or improved models may serve to provide
a means of distinguishing between various models
of the dynamics of, for example, collisional re-
laxation in gases.

The simplest case of T =~ (the homogeneously-
broadened-line case) is considered first. Exten-
sion is then made to the case of a mixture of homo-
geneous and inhomogeneous broadening. It is
found that the averaging effects of a transverse
mode or degeneracy typically only decrease some-
what the maximum gain or instability. Inclusion
of an absorbing medium in a Fabry-Perot struc-
ture allows the construction of plane-wave devices
that have arbitrarily large differential gain, or
have a bistable input-output relationship.

1. HOMOGENEOUSLY BROADENED LINE

In this section, the homogeneous-line case is
examined. At any point in the absorber, the plane-
wave electric field E is given by®

E(z,t)=€(z,t)e”t*® D 1cc., 1)

where z and { are space and time coordinates,
w is a central fixed frequency, k =nw/c where 7
is a background refractive index, c is the speed
of light in vacuum, and the electric field envelope
€ is complex in the case of frequency modulation.
The letters c.c. denote the complex-conjugate
term.

Two-level atoms without level degeneracy inter-
act with the electric field according to the Hamil-
tonian

¥ =3hw,,- pEag,, (2)

where ¢,, 0,, 0, are the usual Pauli spin matri-
ces, p is a dipole-moment matrix element, and
frequency w,=w. The electric field is tuned to the
absorber line center.

In the slowly-varying-electric-field-envelope
approximation,® and in the frame rotating according
to a phase factor e~ !“**#** the atom’s behavior
may be described through Bloch’s equations:

U =-wkeg —v/T}, (3a)
w=wke, —u/T}, (3b)
W=uKep —uke, — W+1)/T,, (3¢)

where @ (=u+iv) and w are the expectation values
of (0, — io,)e* ¥~ and o,, respectively, « and
v are real, 7, and T, damping terms have been
added, and k=2p/f, where % is Planck’s constant
divided by 27, so that e is the Rabi frequency.
Here €y + i€, =€, with €5 and ¢, real quantities.
Substitution into Maxwell’s equations, using the
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slowly-varying -envelope approximation, leads to

9e 1M 0€e . 2TWNp

—— ==l —Q. 4
9z * c ot : nc @ @)

Let u,, v,, w,, €, represent the steady-state solu-

tion, with i,=0,=1,=i,=¢é,=0. Then €, may be

chosen real, and the solutions to Bloch’s equa-

tions are

uy,=0, (5)

vo=Take (1 + F?)71, 6)

wy=—(1+F?)"1 (7
where

F=(T, T} ?ke, (8)

is a dimensionless electric field. Introducing
a=T,/T}, where a=%, one may write

vo=a"t2F(1 + F?)1, (9)

Figure 1 presents v, and wj, as functions of F for
various values of a. Notice that an increase in F
causes a decrease in v, whenever F>1. This im-
plies that low-frequency modulation of €, will
experience gain, and the steady-state solution
will be unstable.

Specifically, let

€=€,+A€, (10)
where €, and A€ are real, and let
A€ =Reage'’’ (11

where, for the moment, v<<«ke,T,”',T;”', so that

10.4

40.6

0.8

1.0 w

FIG. 1. w <0, v > 0 quadrant of the Bloch circle
w?+v2=1. The circle represents the motion of an un-
damped Bloch vector subject to an electromagnetic
field which is pulsed with temporal width <73%. The
ellipses represent the steady-state solutions given by
Egs. (5)—(7). Note that a differential increase in F, for
F >1, leads to a decrease in v, and consequently to
instability and differential gain.
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the steady-state solution may be used. Then Egs.
(9) and (4) lead to

d(e, +A€) L 3 (e, +A€)
9z c at
=—3a(e,+ae){1 +[F+(T, T\ 2kael?} -,
(12)

where a =8nT, Np%/nfic; thus for small steady-state
intensities in the region of linear absorption,

€%(z) =e"**¢2(0). (13)

Subtracting terms describing the constant field
€, and neglecting terms higher than linear in Ag,

== o T A€, (14)

The saturated loss factor
sa(l - F?)(1 + F?)~2 (15)

changes sign when F varies through 1, with F>1
representing gain or instability.

The gain
a F?2-1
C= 5 Fiip (16)

is also a function of a and frequency v. If the
restrictions previously placed on v are lifted, the
perturbative solutions to Bloch’s equations are
determined by

(1 +iax - F?)

— T ivt
Av=T;ReAde (1+iax)A +ix)+F?’

1)

where x =T, v.

The procedure used to determine Eq. (17) is
given later in more detail. A complex gain may
be defined

_a F?—(1+iax)
e, F)= 5 o a0+ ix) 18)
so that
b8 M s -_Gas. 19)
0z c

A complete solution to Eq. (19) would involve
the solution to Eq. (4) with Ae =0, using Eq. (6),
to find F as a function of distance z. That result
and Eq. (17) then allow a formal solution to Eq.
(19). The information of interest is primarily
contained in Eq. (18), however, so that Eq. (19)

or later similar equations are not solved explicitly.

II. EXTENSION TO INCLUDE INHOMOGENEOUS
BROADENING
Often optical-absorption lines are inhomoge-
neously broadened, perhaps owing to a range of

Doppler velocity shifts or a variation in static
local crystalline-field potentials. In such a case,
one may not correctly speak of a single homoge-
neously broadened absorption line, but instead
must include a parameter Aw, denoting the differ-
ence in frequency between the applied field and a
given homogeneously broadened isochromat, in
Bloch’s equations. After solving Bloch’s equations,
the macroscopic polarization envelope is found by
summing the contribution from each isochromat.
Bloch’s equations are now written®

o =-Awv +wke, —u/T}, (20a)
U=Awu —wkeg —v/T}, (20b)
W=vKeEp —uke, —w+1)/T,, (20c)

and Maxwell’s equation becomes

be M 8e . 2mwWNp

it fg(Aw)dAwQ(Aw), (21)
where g(Aw) is the inhomogeneous distribution
function, with

fg(Aw)dAw =1. (22)
The steady-state solution is given by
u(Aw)=The, y(1 +y% + F2)t, (23a)
vo(aw)=T}e 1 +y2+ F2| 71, (23b)
wy(aw) = =1 +y?)[1+y2+ F2] -1, (23c)

where y =T, Aw, and €, is chosen to be real and
constant in time. If € now is chosen to have a
constant part €, and a small part Ae =Aey +iA¢g,,
Bloch’s equations may be linearized with respect
to A€ to find

d—‘jAu:AwAu ~ T} Au +wpkA€E, (24)

d -
7 Av = -swau - T; "'Av — Awke, —w KAE R,

(25)

d
ar Aw= =TT'Aw+ K€ AV +UKAE R — UKAE, .

(26)

Now u, is an odd function of Aw, and v, and ),
are even functions of Aw. The Eqgs. (24)-(26)
therefore specify that the term in Au proportional
to A€y is odd in Aw, and the term in Av propor-
tional to Ag,; is also odd in Aw. Consequently, if
g(Aw) is symmetric in Aw, as will be the case
here, Eq. (21) decouples into three equations, one
involving only €,, one involving A€, and Av, and
one involving A€, and Au. The amplitude-modula-
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tion case A€, =0 will be considered first.
Let A€, =0, and

Aep=Rea8e'v’ . (27)

J

Glaw,v)=

(1 +ix)F? = (1 +ix)(1 + iax)(1 +y?)

Equations (25) and (26) then yield
Av(Aw)=-T.ReG(aw,v)a8et’?, (28)

where

and y =T,;Aw and x =T, v. The net gain for sym-
metrical g(Aw) is therefore
a fg(Aw)G(Aw, v)dAw

G(v, F,a,glaw)) = 5 Tela0)Gaw, 0)dawl,, ’

(30)

where « is the linear-absorption constant, so that

weak fields €, behave as |€,(z)|2=e~**|¢,(0)|2, and
9 inv

— +——)AE =GAS. 31

(az T ) §=Gag (31)

The choice glaw)x e~ %72 jnvites use of the com-
plex function’

S(z)=e” erfe(z), (32)

where erfe(z) = [, "% " dr is the complex com-
plementary error function.
If glaw)xe™T"  Eq. (30) reduces to

G, F,a,T)=4al Ay /28 (! /2T) + B6=1/2¢=1/2

X S(6'/2e~t/2T)|S(T)™Y,  (33)
where
A=(u+pBy)0-vye)l, B=-3-¢A, e=1+iax,
B=(1+ix)e, u=F3(l+ix)? -8, y=1+F?
6=(1+ix)(B+F?).

In order to describe the amplitude-modulation
gain function, some simplification is required.
Only the real part of the function will be described,
with the observation that the imaginary part of G
(or an exponential of G) is determined through the
knowledge that complex G is a causal function and
obeys a Kramers-Kronig relation.

Figure 2 displays ReG as a function of x for
various F, a, and T. Of the apparent general
features, attention is brought to the decrease in
gain (or increase in loss) when v varies from zero
to T;'. This feature was discussed with respect
to reduced absorption by Swartz and Tan.® It
should be noted that, at least for values of a in the
region of unity, ReG is approximately constant
out to values v=«ke,, where some peaking occurs.
Furthermore, the case T =0, which never has a
zero-frequency instability, does develop regions

A +y2+ FO[(L+ ixP(1 +iax) + (1 + iax)y® + (1 + ix)F?]

(29)

r

near v =Ke, of gain or instability for relatively
large values of F.

Only regions for which ReG >0 will now be con-
sidered, and description will be given in terms of
the value of ReG at v =0, and in terms of v,,,,
where v, {F,a, T) is defined by ReG(Vnax, F,a, T)
=0.

Equation (33) becomes, in the limit v =0,

ReG(0, F,a,T)=G(, F,a, T)

i) 2TF? ( 22 1
B I Y 5 I Gy Py 22

m

S(T(+F22) | oo
ey S

7

(34)

which is independent of a. For large values of F,

G, F, T);ﬁﬁ‘s‘(—mr? (35)

One may introduce a nonlinear loss coefficient
ay defined by

2 de,

C!NL=—-€—0 dz (36)

which, using Eqgs. (21) and (23b), may be found to
be given by

S(T( +F?)'?)
ay = (1+F2)I7ZS(T) ’ (37)

which, for large F, becomes

a -2
S R %8)

which is twice the expression in Eq. (35). The
factor 2 is not restricted to the particular case
discussed here, but follows from the assumption
that the losses in erg/cm?®sec at high fields are
independent of field strength. The same assump-
tion implies the F~2 behavior of Eqs. (38) and (35).

In Fig. 3, ay./a is given as a function of F for
various T. G(0,F,T)/a is given in Fig. 4, and
G(0, F, T)/ay is given in Fig. 5.

The bandwidth function v, (F,a, T) is given in
Fig. 6. The bandwidth v,,x approaches the Rabi
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FIG. 3. Ratio oy /a of nonlinear absorption constant

to weak-field absorption constant.

The numbers label-

ing various curves refer to different values of 7. For

T <0.001 and F< 100, an./a~a/(1+F)1/2,
pendence of ay /a in the case of small T is due to

The inde-

‘“hole burning,” and the presence of spectral diffusion
(e.g., velocity-changing collisions) would considerably
change results in the small-T region.

o

! 10 100

1519

FIG. 2. ReG as a function
of v and F for various T,/T}
ratios a, and various in-
homogeneous width param-
eters I'. The numbers 0.0,
0.5, 1.0, ..., 10 represent
the value of F for each
curve. Note the scale
change for ReG > 0. As is
generally the case, absorb-
er results may be carried
over to the amplifying me-~
dium results through a
change of sign. Thus, in
thea =%, T =« case the
steady-state solution for
F =1.5 would admit of am-
plification of an additional
field which amplitude mod-
ulates at frequency 1.57 7},
but would attenuate a simi-
lar field at frequency
0.57¢. Frequencies v
are angular frequencies.
The casea =3, T =0 re-
sults in gain at frequencies
near kK€, but never at zero
frequency.

[OR]

0.001

0.0001‘I

FIG. 4. ReG at zero frequency, v=0. Plotted is
2G/ o for the zero-frequency case as a function of F.
The figure is limited to the case ReG > 0. The numbers
© 0.1, etc., refer to values of T.
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frequency ke, as the field €, becomes large.
The case of pure frequency modulation, A€g =0,
leads to
Au=+TiReGpAw, v)Ae’eV!, (39)

(1 +3?)(1 +ix)(1 +iax)+ F?

where A€ = i ReAe’e’’?. Equation (21) then speci-
fies that an instability can exist only if ReGpy(A w,v)
>0 for some Aw, v, and F. Use of Eqgs. (24)-(26)
allows Gy to be expressed as

GFM(AOJ, v)=

which has a nonpositive real part, so that fre-
quency-modulating perturbations are not amplified.

III. TRANSVERSE MODE AND DEGENERACY
EFFECTS

There are two limits of transverse-mode be-
havior. When the Fresnel number of a light beam
is so large that the intensity varies only slightly
across a Fresnel zone, then individual zones may
be treated in the plane-wave approximation. Each
pencil may be treated independently, and the out-
put pencil intensities may be individually summed.

At the opposite extreme, structure is presumed
present which forces propagation in a single trans-
verse mode, perhaps of Gaussian shape. Scat-
tering into other transverse modes is heavily
attenuated by the structure, but in such a way that
the resultant losses of the favored mode may be
neglected. Such a structure might consist of a
sequence of stops. In this case, pencils cannot be
individually treated, but the dispersive gain must
be integrated over the beam cross section to ob-
tain a net dispersion, and the result used to find
the characteristics of the evolving perturbations.
This second case will be discussed, with the

0.0t

100 1000

FIG. 5. ReG/ayat zero frequency, v =0. Plotted is
2G/ a g at zero frequency as a function of F. The asymp-
totic approach to the value 1 depends only on the assump-
tion of a bounded loss. The figure is limited to the re-
gion ReG > 0.

T A P+ ixP( 5 iax)+ (L + iax)y? + (1 + i0)F7] * (40)

r
reader referred to earlier work for background
development.

Results of use® here may be outlined as follows.
At any transverse position, 7, 6,z, the given mode
determines a variation of electric field

E(7,6,z,t)=Re&(7, 6,2)e(z,t)e! W+ 41)

where £(7, 6, z) is the transverse-mode function.
The slowly-varying-envelope approximation allows
electric-field-envelope propagation to be ex-
pressed by

9e nw o9e . 2

—_ — -

PR T’,’c“’ frdrde@(r,e,z, DEX(r, 6, 2),
where @ is the polarization envelope. Omitted
from this equation is a term to take into account
the change in € due to focusing or defocusing, and
also a normalization factor. The emphasis is that
the contribution from a point 7, 6, z is weighted

by the mode function £. As in Ref. 6, the phase
variation in £ is canceled in the final result.

i
(TyT2)2 KEg

1000

(T172)2 Vmox

(TyT2)2 keg

FIG. 6. Bandwidth v max as a function of F. Only the
case of zero-frequency G >0 is considered. v max rises
abruptly, in the case of small T, because of the peaking
of gain near frequency k¢;. The nine curves are asso-~
ciated with values T = «,0.1,0.01, and & =0.5, 3, 30.

The solid curves are for T = »; long-dashed, T'=0.1;
short-dashed, T =0.01.
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In the case here, the additional polarization Av
at point 7, 6,z is determined by a product:

Av =ReG(x, F,a,T)Ae€, (42)

except that now Ae and F vary across the beam
profile so that

Av =ReG(x, F| &, a, T)tA€, (43)

where F = (T, T;)‘/zxe, G is that given by previous
formulas, and A€ refers to the variation of € in
Eq. (42). Consequently, the gain function appro-

J

a Tk, JrardoG(x, FlElx/k, a, T) &|*(k,/k)

priate for a transverse-mode function £ is given by

a [rardoG(x, FlEl,a, 1) &
2~ [7drdsG(,0,a, T E*

(44)

Gx,F,a,T)=

the denominator being introduced for normaliza-
tion. If degeneracy is present, with a transition
with Rabi coefficient « introduced to define F,

etc., and if T, T,, etc., are independent of transi-
tion, then

GE;K.KI,KZ---(x,F,a, T):

where the Rabi coefficients «; refer to the various
transitions.

Among the various cases, the nondegenerate
Gaussian-mode case with Ty =« is singled out for
discussion. In that case, one may take

[&(7, O)=e"*"5. (46)
The gain function G at zero frequency then becomes

o [rar|g(F2e2 - 1)/(F2e + 1))
G0, F)= 5 ~Jrarlee ’

47)

according to Eqs. (16) and (45). A change of vari-
ables of integration allows

a (! SF2 -1
G0, F)= ?J:, BGFIR

=3a[F21n(l + F?) - 2(1 + F?)"]. (48)

This result is presented in Fig. 7. A maximum
value 0.0602 occurs at F= 3.65.

The behavior of G(v =0) may be determined
through the energy-loss dependence on F. Even
in the Gaussian-mode case, the losses increase
without bound as F increases, so that previous

Ol

[ele) o

2G(0)

-0 L
o

F(r=0)

FIG. 7. Zero-frequency gain function for a Gaussian
profile and no degeneracy. The curve is 2G/a, where
G and « are given by Eqs. (48) and (49). The value of
a for a given curve can then be determined through the
inequality Vmax (T, ay) > Vmax(T, ay) if ay <a,.

2 —E,{if'rdmiGG(O,O,a,T)(K{/K)2|g|2 ’

(45)

r
formulas for large F do not necessarily apply.

In the Gaussian-mode case above, the nonlinear
loss coefficient a,; may be shown to be given by

2
o =__g_ 3¢, =all’1(l+F)

NL €, 0z F? (49)

so that G(0, F)/ay does approach the value 3 for
F large.

IV. BISTABLE MIRROR

Equation (9) specifies an atomic polarization v
as a function of steady-state field €,. For a fixed
value of v, for example, 0.3a™'?, there are two
values of €, which, with the given value of v, allow
Eq. (9) to be satisfied; i.e., €, is a double-valued
function of v. If the optical analog of a current
source could be made, one could construct, with
it and some atoms, a bistable optical device.

Although a close analog of a current source may
not exist, nevertheless it is possible to imagine
ways in which polarizations and fields can be
coupled so that an output field is a multivalued
function of an input field. An example follows.

A Fabry-Perot interferometer with 95% re-
flectivity plates is adjusted for 100% transmis-
sion of light at frequency w. A homogeneously
broadened absorber, comprised of stationary
atoms, that absorbs light of weak intensity at fre-
quency w is placed between the plates. Light of
frequency w is incident from the right. The elec-
tric field envelopes are £, , incident from the
right; E,, reflected to the right; E., inside the
cavity, moving to the left; E,, inside the cavity,
moving to the right; £,, left of the cavity, moving
to the left.

The electric field inside the cavity may then be
expressed as

E(z,t)=Epe t Wk Lcc. 4 Ege Wik ¢ c.,

(50)
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where E, and Eg are taken to be real, and inde-
pendent of distance and time. The out-of-phase
susceptibility determined by Eq. (9) may vary
rapidly in a light wavelength, so that the slowly-
varying -envelope approximation must be used
with care. Evaluation of Eq. (9) requires the
quantity

(E?).  =2E2 +2E% +2E E e %* 1 2E E ge®'** .

(51)

Then v,, the polarization out of the phase with
the electric field, may be written

time

Vo=Tj K(Ege™*** + Eget**)(1 + T, T4 k*CE?) . )7!,

(52)

time

which may be written in a Fourier sum,
vo=T4 k{Epe™ ¥ + Ege'** H{o(0) + 0(2k)e~ 2%
+0(=2k)e*2ike .00} (53)

where ¢(0) is a spatial average of the last factor
in Eq. (53) averaged over a short distance, o(2k)
is a similar average of the product of the last
factor and a factor e?***, etc. Thus

o(0)= A1 (1 - b?)/2 (54)
and

o(2k)=a(=2k)*= A"10"'[1 = (1 - b2 1/2],  (55)
where

A=1+T, T} k*{E% + E%}
and

b=2T, T, KRE EgA "

Equations (50) and (53) may be substituted into
Maxwell’s electric field equation. The slowly-
varying-envelope approximation is made in the
usual way®; however, in this case terms of the
form E,o(-2k) will have the same sinusodial be -

havior as Eg, thus coupling the two waves. Con-
sequently, the two resultant equations are

BEp _ @ a

5 " 2 o(0)E, + 3 0(2k) Ep, (56)
OFE o a

SEp __ & _a

Fy il ag(0)E, 3 o(2k)E,. (57)

It should be noted that contributions from waves
varying as e~ *“! or as e”*** are neglected, and
that no motion of the absorbing atoms is allowed.
Let z =0 coincide with the left-hand mirror, and
z =L coincide with the right-hand mirror. The
boundary conditions may be chosen to be E,=VTE,,
E,=VRE,, at z =0, where R is the mirror reflec-
tivity and T=1-R. Atz=L, Ep -~VRE;=VTE,
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FIG. 8. Output field £, and reflected field E; as a
function of input field E;, as determined in Sec. IV. The
mirror reflectivities are 95%, oL =2 is the amount of
homogeneous absorber between the plates, and E,
= k1T T/, Possibly a and c represent stable
points, while b represents an unstable point.

and Ey; —VRE, =VTE,. The equations may be
solved with E, specified to yield E, and Ey as
functions of E,. Figure 8 displays these results
for the case R=0.95, aL =2.

The result that E, is a multivalued function of
E, means that if £, were varied starting from
zero to a point between A and B, the output E,
would be relatively low. On the other hand, if the
input were to exceed A, then the output would be
relatively high, and would only decrease somewhat
if E, were then decreased to a value between A
and B. A reasonable guess is that the portion of
the curve with negative slope would be unstable,
and the device would exhibit hysteresis between
A and B.

If the reflectivity, or the amount of absorber,
is changed enough, the multivalued property must
disappear, and at some point be replaceu by a
large differential gain.

CONCLUSIONS

The T,, T}, T; model used here is not the most
general model. For example, such equations do
not admit the description of spectral diffusion
caused by velocity-changing collisions in a gas.

At large Rabi frequencies, the bandwidth of
the gain or instability region extends to approxi-
mately the Rabi frequency, for example, 30 GHz
in the case of a 1-W optical laser of 10-u beam
diameter in an absorber of large oscillator
strength characteristic of alkali s-p transitions.
If only the statistics of the absorbed photons limits
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the noise, as might be the case if a device con-
sidered in Sec. IV were included in an ideal
Michaelson interferometer, then in principle, the
noise figure could be quite low, and comparable
to an ideal laser amplifier.
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