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A simple holographic technique is used to generate a nondiverging hollow beam, which is similar to a

Jl Bessel beam. The hollow beam is obtained from a Gaussian beam with a high conversion efficiency

(greater than 50%). We describe briefly the merit of this hollow beam, which has potential applications
in particle collimation.

PACS number(s): 42.60.—v, 42.25.Bs, 42.25.Md, 42.40.My

INTRODUCTION which comes from the more general form [14],

Methods for generation of a J0 beam, the first order of
the first kind of Bessel beam, are well established [1—8].
A J, beam, the second-order Bessel beam, and higher-
order beams can also be obtained using computer-
generated holograms [8]. However, these computer-
generated beams have central intensities that are not con-
stant along the propagation distance. We present a tech-
nique for converting a Gaussian beam to a J, -like hollow
beam, efficiently with a constant central intensity, using
an amplified holographic reconstruction technique. The
hollow beam, which is obtained by modification of a J0
beam, is not identical to a J& beam but is very similar to
it. Durnin s original configuration [1,2] for generating Jo
beams has serious energy loss associated it. More
efficient conversions were demonstrated using computer-
generated holograms, which enable one to produce Bessel
beams of a order higher than the Jo beam [7,8). The
drawback of the holographic technique is the relative
nonuniformity of the central intensity along the propaga-
tion distance as compared with Durnin's configuration.
An axicon [9] provides an alternate technique for produc-
ing these beams (see Herman and Wiggins [10]). With an
axicon alone one can produce a J0 beam with an
efficiency close to 1. However, as is the case with the
computer-generated hologram, the axicon method has a
nonuniform central intensity along the propagation dis-
tant. This problem can be removed by proper apodiza-
tion [10]. Uniformity along the propagation distances,
with high efficiency, can be achieved by a simple
amplification techniques of Durnin's J0 beam, using ei-

ther two-wave mixing [11] or amplified holographic
reconstruction [12,13]. We will use the latter technique
to show that a nondiff'racting hollow (J,-like) beam can
be generated efficiently by the modification of a J0 beam.
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Experimentally, the addition of the e+—' phase factor in-
side the integrals [Eqs. (4) and (5)] can be achieved by
adding a circular wedged phase plate to Durnin's
configuration [Fig. 2(a)]. This phase plate could consist
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Comparing Eq. (1) to Eq. (2) or Eq. (3) we see that
higher-order Bessel beam can be achieved with an addi-
tional phase factor e '" or e'" . Therefore, the J] beam
can be written as

DISCUSSION

Durnin [1] showed that the Jo beam has the form of
Jo(up), where p is a radial distance. Jo(x) can be ex-
pressed as

—Q. 2-

aQ as 2Q

J()(x)= 2~ ixsinod g2' 0

FIG. 1. Comparison of the J&(x) (solid curve) and Jl(„,
{dashed curve}.
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of a disk whose optical thickness increases linearly with
angle. Alternatively, Durnin's annular slit can be re-
placed with a wedged annular slit. Such circular phase
plates are not commercially available. Hence, it is
difficult in practice to produce the J, beam. We devised
a technique for obtaining a J,-like hollow beam, which
we shall denote as J& .

An annular slit can be considered as a limiting case of
an n polygon as n becomes infinite. Thus, the diffraction
pattern of an angular slit is a diffraction pattern of the n

polygon in the limit of n ~ oo. Each polygon consists of
two opposite sides. The two sides form a double-slit
diffraction pattern whose intensity distribution is

(a) Generation of J,

I(8)=(sinP/P) cos2y, (6)

where I(8) is the intensity at an angle of 8 from the line
of incidence, P= ,' k—b sin8 (b is the slit width),

y =—,'kh sin8 (h is the slit separation), k is the wave num-

ber. For b &ii the first factor (sinP/P) is an envelope
function. For this distribution, b is very narrow and the
slit length should be very large as a condition of the
double-slit pattern. In an n-polygon slit, the slit length is
finite, hence the diffraction pattern will show azimuthal
angle dependence. But in an annular slit, which is a limit
of an n polygon, there is no azimuthal dependence (circu-
larly uniform), hence we need not consider this effect.

In a double-slit experiment when one side is half-
wavelength retarded, the intensity distribution changes as

Annular slit
2R I(8)=(sinP/P) sin y . (7)
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That is, the dark fringes are changed to bright and vice
versa. Equation (6) exhibits a bright central position,
while Eq. (7) shows central darkness. Both these beams
spread, fanning out due to the sine factor. The dark and
bright fringe lines corresponding to cosy or siny follow
asymptotic lines originating at the center of the two slits.
Placing a lens at a distance of one focal length, f, beyond
the slits, has the consequence that all the asymptotic lines
associated with cosy or siny will emerge parallel along
the axis after the lens, since all the lines originated at the
same point. The envelope function which arises from the
slit width, b, will now spread along the direction connect-
ing a slit point and the center of lens. This occurs be-
cause the lens acts as a Fourier-transform lens, and every
point in the object is converted to a directional beam.
The envelope will cross the lens axis, thus affecting the
intensity along the lens axis. The lens diameter will re-
strict the intensity along the lens axis if its diameter does
not cover the entire envelope. These considerations indi-
cate that the intensity along the axis is dependent on the
slit distance, slit width, focal length, diameter of the lens,
and the wavelength. The n-polygon slits, with a lens, will
show a cylindrical fringe pattern along the lens axis. The
central axis will be very bright, the sum of the contribu-
tions of each double slit of the polygon. If half of the n-

polygon sides are half-wavelength retarded, then the cen-
tral position will be dark, and the intensity distribution
will be reversed. The same principle applies for an annu-
lar slit, except for the addition of circular symmetry. If
half of the annular slit is phase retarded by half wave-
length it will generate a hollow beam similar to the J,
beam near the lens axis. However, it will not be identical
to J, because J, is produced by the phase factor e' . The
difference between J& and J, can be demonstrated by
considering the factor e'""" as follows [14):

FIG. 2. Generation and amplification of J& (a) Production of
Jo, (b) Holographic amplification, and (c) the combination of the
two processes to form holographic addition. M, BS, PP, and H
are mirror, beam splitter, phase plate, and hologram, respective-
ly. 2R is the lens diameter, f the focal length, d the annular
split diameter, and 5 the annular slit width.

e'""" =Jo(x)+2[J2(x)cos28

+J&(x)cos48+J6cos68+ . . ]

+2i [Ji (x)sin18+ J3(x)sin38

+J5(x)sin58 ] .
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f iP(()) ixsin()d 82' 0
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The phase function iI)(8), giving half-wavelength retarda-
tion, is

An annular slit with a phase plate in front of it will gen-
erate a beam pattern Ji. that can be represented by Eq.
(1) plus the additional phase factor e'~( ' (due to the
phase plate) in the integrand, i.e.,

gates, and it has a negative gradient force along the radial
distance near the axis. In this case the particles are con-
centrated at the highest light intensity, resulting in
diffusion. The TEMO) mode (doughnut mode), which is
the first exited circular mode, has a positive gradient
along the radial distance near the center and may be used
with opposite detumng compared to the TEM~ [16,17],

0 for0&8&~
n+2nn. for m &8&2m. ,

rh8 ='

n is an integer. The corresponding phase factor, e'~' ',

becomes,

e' =+1 for 0(0&+
i P(8) e' * " '= —1 for ~(0(2~

Integrating Eq. (9) by parts,
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and recalling the basic formulas for even n,
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and for odd n,
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We have, upon combining Eqs. (10) and (8),
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We see that J, (x) is proportional to J)(x) plus all higher
orders of odd J„(x)weighted by the order number n In.
many experiments, such as light-particle interaction, one
may be interested mainly in the region within the first
maximum (x =1.8412) of J) beam. Within this range,
J, (x) & J„(x)and J„(x)& J„+2.All higher orders are
similarly weighted, thus J, is close to J, .

Figure 1 compares the J, (x) and J, („)values for small
x up to n =17. The first maximum position of J, is at a
slightly larger value of x than that of J, . Because all

J„(n& 1) are monatonic and have positive values in the
range (x (1.8412), the slope of Ji is slightly larger than
the factor 2/~.

In light interaction with particles, the usual beam pat-
tern is a plane wave of a Gaussian TEM00 mode beam.
This beam is given by [15]

( ) I —2r Iw (z) 2r Iw (z)—
m.w (z)

(15) (c)

where P, is total power, and w (z) is the spot size parame-
ter of the Gaussian beam which increases with z. Unlike
a plane wave, this Gaussian beam spreads as it propa-

FIG. 3. The central intensity of the Jo beam. Holographic
addition of (a) and (b) results in (c). Higher-order rings are too
weak to be seen.
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for tight focusing of the particle. However, this beam
also has the same spreading factor [15]:

2 2I (r z) ~reTEM+
pl

Bessel beams, on the other hand, do not have spreading
factors. Hence, they propagate without energy loss, al-
though they usually have long tails along the radial dis-
tance. They may, however, have gradients of higher
slopes, as will be shown below.

EXPERIMENT

Figure 2 shows the production and amplification of J&. .
The amplification of the beam is based on holographic
amplification-reconstruction technique [6] of low static
optical fields. The phase plate (PP) [in Fig. 2(c)] has a
uniform thickness. A half-wavelength phase difference is
achieved by adjusting the effective thickness with slight
tilting of the plate. In our experiment wc used a glass mi-
croscope slide of 0.25-mm thickness. This is not an ideal
substitute for a parallel plate, but it gave acceptable re-
sults. The nonuniformity of the slide, as well as edge
effects of the phase plate resulted in the J&. beam pattern
not being circularly symmetric. These circular Auctua-
tions can be averaged by the addition of another rotated
image. Figure 2(b) is a 90' rotated beam with respect to

Fig. 2(a), while Fig. 2(c) combines the features of Figs.
2(a) and 2(b). In order to accomplish the holographic ad-
dition, auxiliary beam splitters BS2, BS3, and holographic
plate, H2, were used. Holograms H, and H2 were initial-

ly exposed at the same time. First H2 was developed and
repositioned, while 0, was kept shielded from light. The
two beams are projected and superimposed on screen S.
One beam is the original signal beam and the other is an
image beam generated by reference beam Rz, of holo-
gram H2. Rotating phase plate, PP, will rotate the signal
beam pattern alone, leaving the image beam unchanged.
The rotated signal beam, reexposed on H&, averages out
the circular Auctuations.

We used an Ar+ laser of wavelength 514.5 nm and spot
size (e point) of l. lmm. Figure 3 shows the central in-

tensity of the Jp beam which serves as the source of the
J, beam in the range —Z,„-+Z,„obtained for the
optical setup of Fig. 2(c). The dimensions of our setup
are as follows: annular slit diameter d =2.5 mm, annular
slit width hd = 10 JMm, lens focal length f = 140 mm, lens
diameter 2R =7.5 mm. These parameter gave a first zero
ring diameter of 2r=44. 1 pm. The measured value is
closed to this value and uniform along the propagation
distance.

The calculated first zero ring diameter, for the J&.
beam, is 75.6 pm while the measured values were in the
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FIG. 4. (a) A photograph of the J& beam (note that the cen-

tral portion is over saturated). (b) Relative intensities of the
central peak along the z axis. Measured values are connected
with solid lines. (Note the Battening compared to Jp in Fig. 5.)

FIG. 5. (a) A photograph of Jp beam (note that the central
portion is over saturated). (b) Relative intensities of the central
peak along the z axis. The dashed curve is a computer simula-
tion of estimated values. The solid curve connects points of
measured values.
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