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We show that a useful concept of the time spent by a quantum-mechanical particle in a given spa-
tial region can be expressed in terms of a Hermitian sojourn time operator. Mean values of this
operator give the mean sojourn time (dwell time) of the particle. We show that the sojourn time
operators occur in a natural way in first-order perturbation theory for the barrier perturbed by any
finite-range potential. The perturbed S operator, and also the effect of the perturbation on the
change of observables due to the scattering, are, to a first-order approximation, fully expressible in
terms of sojourn time operators. We anticipate that this result can be generalized to the case when
the translational motion of the tunneling particle is weakly coupled to additional degrees of free-
dom. As a specific example of such a system, we explicitly reconsider the Larmor clock, originally
proposed as a device measuring interaction times. We show that the change of the spin com-
ponents, to a first-order approximation, is indeed fully expressible in terms of a sojourn time opera-
tor. In particular, when set as a clock, the system measures mean values of the sojourn time opera-
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tor or real parts of some of its matrix elements.

I. INTRODUCTION

Let ¥ be a wave function describing an initial state of a
quantum-mechanical particle with Hamiltonian H. If Q
is an arbitrary spatial region and (¢,,7,) an arbitrary time
interval (with — o =t <t, < o0 ) then the quantity

Q10,00 = [ dt [ dx|[exp(—iEDW](x)2  (L.1)
T(Q,1,t5; —fll tfn x |[exp(—it 1(x .
is usually interpreted as the mean sojourn time of the par-
ticle in Q during the interval (7,¢,) (we put #i=1). Simi-
larly, the quantity

t
7(x,t,19)= [ dtl[exp(—itH)W](x)|? (1.2)
1
can be interpreted as the mean local sojourn time at x,
i.e., the mean sojourn time per unit volume. Clearly,

T(Q,tl,tz;\l’)=fndx'r'(x,tl,tz;\lf). (1.3)

If ¥ is an eigenstate of the Hamiltonian H, then
Q,t,,t,;¥)=(t,—1t W(x)|%dx .
Q1,1 9)=(6, 1)) [ |W(x)Pdx

A more interesting situation arises when W is a scattering
state and  a bounded region containing the scattering
center. Then 7(Q, — o0, ;¥) can be finite and gives a
measure of the duration of the collision. The time delay
can be rigorously defined as, essentially, the difference be-
tween two sojourn times—one for the interacting particle
and one for the reference free particle. The standard so-
journ time based definition refers, in the case of two-body
scattering,! to the delay averaged over all scattering an-
gles, and in the case of many-body scattering to the delay
averaged over all angles and all channels.? Recently, we
have shown how the sojourn time definition can be ex-
tended to include separate time delays for transmission
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and reflection in one-dimensional scattering by a poten-
tial barrier.® In the context of temporal aspects of one-
dimensional scattering the sojourn time (1.1), usually re-
ferred to as dwell time in the literature on tunneling
times, * ™ has also been recognized as relevant.

In this paper we want to further elucidate the role
played by the sojourn times (1.1) and (1.2) in one-
dimensional scattering. It seems that considering insight
into the nature of these quantities can be gained by intro-
ducing Hermitian sojourn time operators T'(Q,¢,,¢,) and
T'(x,t,,t,) defined in the subspace of scattering states by
the requirements

T(Q,t,,t;W)=(V|T(Q,t,,t,)¥) (1.4)
and

T (x, 8,5 W)=(V|T"(x,t,,t,)¥) , (1.5)
respectively. ‘We will show that the operators

T(Q,—,o)and T'(x,— o0, 00 ) occur in a natural way
in the first-order perturbation theory for the scattering
problem with the Hamiltonian

2
HO)=—14

2
dx?

+V(x)+AM(x),

where AM (x) is the perturbation potential. If S(A) is the
corresponding scattering operator, then in the first-order
approximation we have S(A)=S(0)+AdS/0A(0), and
our result is

t0S
oA

where 1, is the Moller operator. Moreover, if A4 is an
observable which is a constant of motion with respect to
free (asymptotic) motion, then the change of its expecta-
tion value due to the scattering reads

iST== " M(x)QL T'(x,— 0, 0)0,dx , (1.6)
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(AA) =(S(A¥"| AS(AP") — (¥i"| 4Pin)

q,m

=(A4),n(0) z'k(‘l""

We believe Egs. (1.6) and (1.7) can be generalized to
more complicated scattering systems, in particular to the
case when the translational degree of freedom of the par-
ticle is weakly coupled to some additional degrees of free-
dom, e.g., to the internal degrees of freedom of the parti-
cle, and the coupling is treated as a perturbation. An
easily tractable example of such a system is the Larmor
clock, or spin clock, proposed as a device measuring tun-
neling times.*®’ We reconsider this example from a
more general perspective. Here the additional degree of
freedom is the spin 1 of the particle, which is coupled to
the translational motion via a homogeneous magnetic
field extending over a bounded spatial region. In this
case an appropriate generalization of (1.6) and (1.7) is
straightforward and allows one to compute changes of
the spin components. In particular, when set as a clock
the system actually measures mean values of the sojourn
operator (1.4) or real parts of some of its matrix elements.
In general, the example shows that a generally useful con-
cept of interaction times is probably not expre351b1e
directly in terms of numbers, real or complex,® but rather
in the language of linear operators.

It should be realized that the origin and interpretation
of formula (1.1) in quantum mechanics is not as self-
evident as it may appear at first sight. The difficulty is
that formula (1.1) cannot be derived in the way one can
derive its analog in classical mechanics or, more general-
ly, in the theory of stochastic processes. These deriva-
tions explicitly rely on the existence of a trajectory of the
particle. The concept of the sojourn time operator was
originally introduced by Ekstein and Siegert’ in connec-
tion with the theory of decay of unstable states. They
constructed the sojourn time operator T(£,?,,¢,) as a
quantum-mechanical image of the corresponding classical
trajectory-dependent quantity [this construction is
equivalent to (1.4)]. Both the sojourn time and the so-
journ time operator have rather unexpected properties.
For example, when the particle moves freely in n 22 di-

mensions (i.e., H=—13"_,3?/3x}?), and when Q is a
bounded region then the sojourn time 7(£), — o0, 00;¥) is
bounded with a bound independent of the initial state ¥
of the particle (provided |¥]|=1). Correspondingly, the
sojourn time operator T({}, — oo, ) is bounded. One
can also generally show that the usual Born probability
interpretation of the spectral measure associated with the
sojourn time operator yields rather strange, if not para-
doxical results resembling the well-known quantum-
mechanical Zeno paradox.'® These questions as well as
some of the mathematical aspects of sojourn time opera-
tors are discussed in Ref. 11. In the present context,
however, they are not of immediate concern, since here
we consider the sojourn time and the sojourn time opera-
tor rather from the point of view of their potential useful-
ness in scattering theory.
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s7(0)4s(0),is'(0
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a_S in 2
220) |w >+o<x ). (1.7

—

II. SCATTERING THEORY; UNPERTURBED SYSTEM

We consider a one-dimensional quantum-mechanical
system with Hilbert space % =L*R) and the Hamiltoni-
an H=—1d?/dx>+V(x). The potential V(x) is as-
sumed to be constant outside a bounded interval (a,b),
ie., V(x)=V, for x<a and V(x)=V, for x2b. By
#, C L*R) we denote the subspace of all bound states of
H. We put 7i=1 throughout.

We introduce two “free” Hamiltonians

) 2
Hir= ;; +V,F, +V,F_ ,
2.1
ou__1.d°
H" ==~ +V\F_+ViF,

where F, and F_ are projections onto positive and nega-
tive momenta, respectively. The Hamiltonian Hi' de-
scribes the asymptotic time evolution of our system for
t — — oo, while H3" describes the asymptotic time evolu-
tion for t— . More precisely, Hi and HJ" define the
Moller operators

Q,=s— lim exp(itH)exp(—itHY) ,

t— — o0

Q_=s— lim exp(itH)exp(—itHg") .

t——o0

(2.2)

These operators map #/=L?*R) isometrically onto the
orthogonal complement %} of #,. Every state vector
W € £} represents a scattering state, i.e., possesses in and
out asymptotes Wi" and ¥°, Q_ Win=y =0 _you,

lim |lexp(—itH)W —exp(—itH{ )¥"||=0
t—— o

= HT |lexp( —itH )W —exp( —itH " )¥|| .
t— + o0

(2.3)

The asymptotes Win and WO are related by the scattering
operator S=07 0, WU=S¥" which is a unitary
operator from L*(R) onto L*(R).

It is convenient to introduce a (two-valued) energy rep-
resentation employing the Hilbert space L2((0,  ),C?)
which consists of pairs F =(f,,f;) of square integrable
functions defined on the half line (0, o). The scalar
product of F=(f,,f,)and G =(g,,g,) is given by

(FIGY= [ “[f*(E)g,(E)+ f}(E¥g,(E)][dE , (2.4)
0

and the  unitary  correspondence U:LXR)
—L2((0, 0 ),C?) between the usual position representa-
tion and our energy representation reads

(U¥Y)E)=QE) V49 (V2E ), 9(—V2E)), E>0

2.5)
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where ¥ denotes the Fourier transform (momentum representation) of . Correspondingly,
[U NP, ®,)](x)=(27)" /2 [f dkV'k exp(ikx)®,(k2/2)+ f dk\/ k exp(ikx)®,(k2/2)
=f0 dEs} (x)®,(E +fo dEeg (x)®,(E) , (2.6)

where

ex(x)=2m) V22E) V4exp(£ix V2E ) 2.7)

are the two linearly independent continuous spectrum
eigenfunctions of the free Hamiltonian —1d 2/dx?, nor-
malized so that

f_°° dxep(x)*el(x)=8,8(E —E') (i,j=+,—).

(2.8)

In the above energy representation, the free Hamiltoni-
an —%dz/dxz acts simply as multiplication by E. The
momentum operator p and the projections F, take the
form

p(®, D,)NE)=V2E (®,(E),—®,(E)) ,
F (®,P,)=(d,,0), (2.9)
F_(®,,9,)=(0,9,) .

Hence for the asymptotic Hamiltonians H" and HJ" we
have
H{ (®,,®,)(E)=

((E +V,)®(E),(E +V,)d,(E)) ,

(2.10)

HP' (D, P, )E)={E +V,)®P(E),(E+V,)®,(E)) .

The state vectors (¢1,0),(0,<D2)EL2(R,C2) describe
states (wave packets) with positive and negative momen-
tum, respectively, cf. (2.6) and (2.7). If the actual state of
the system at ¢ =0 has an in asymptote of the form (in
the energy representation) W'"=(®},0), then this means
that the particle (wave packet) approaches the potential
barrier from the left before colliding with it. Long before
the collision the time evolution is essentially the free time
evolution

(exp[ —it(E +V,)]®™E), 0)

determined by H'". Long after the collision the time evo-
lution is essentially the free time evolution

(exp[ —it (E +V,)]P"(E),exp[ —it (E + V) ]PS(E))

determined by H°" and the out asymptote ¥
=(PM, P )=SW¥".  ¥°"' jis the superposition
YOU=F , WOU'+ F_ WOouU=(PS",0)+(0,P™) of states

corresponding to the particle moving to the right
(transmitted) and to the left (reflected). The probabilities
of transmission and reflection are

(Wou(|F+\P0ut>:fo""dE|q>c1)ut(E)|2
(\I»’°“t|F_\l/°‘“):fwdEl(D‘z’“‘(E)IZ ,
0

respectively.

The Moller operators (). and the scattering operator S
can be expressed in terms of the continuous spectrum
eigenfunctions of the Hamiltonian H =—1d?/dx*+V.
These are solutions of the differential equation

x)=2[V(x)—pulh(x) (2.11)

where u>min(V,V,), p#max(V,,V,). We define solu-

tions g - and f* by the requirements
m n q

g (X)=e;_y (x)=2m) " [2u—V)]"

Xexp[+ixV 2(u—V,)] for x <a ,

— (277)‘1/2[2(“_ V2)]_1/4

Xexp[+ixV/2(u—V,)] for x >b .
(2.12)

It is to be understood that V' — E|=iVE|, (—|E|)'/*
=|E|Y%explim/4).

The functions gf constitute a pair of linearly indepen-
dent solutions of (2.11) and so do the functions ff. With
W(h,,h,) denoting the Wronskian, one has

(fu f)=Wlgl.g;)=—i/m and W(f| g )7O.
One can thus write

oupwfl =g toulug, , (2.13)

onlplg, =f, tonpfy, (2.14)
where

on(w=onw=cw)=[mw g, 1",

on(W=W(f .8 ) Wl . fi), (2.15)

onW=W(f e )T Wig,  f)

We note that the matrix o;(u) is unitary for
u>max(V,,V,), while for min(¥V,,V,)<u <max(V,V,)
we have |0 ,(u)| =0, (1) =1.

Using the solutions f ;f and gf, the Moller operators
can be expressed as follows:
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[Q,U(D,,d,)](x)= fowdE{[g;)Ll+E(x)+az,( Vi+Egy 4 g(0I®(E)FLfy, (0 40,V +ENf, 4 (0]0E)

(2.16)

[Q_U(®,,®,)](x)= fowdE{[f,Tz+E(x)+a,2( Vot VY, x0T @BV + () 1 g (0 +0,(V +E)gy 4 x(x)]* @ E)) .

(2.17)

The scattering operator satisfies 1 _S =€, and it can now be directly checked that in our energy representation S

acts as follows:

[S(P, P UE)=(S || (E)YDP(E +V,—V)+SH{E)P,(E),S, | (E)YP(E)+S,(E)P,(E+V,—V,)), (2.18)
where the S;;(E) matrix is given by
G(E+V,) for E+V,>V,, Sp(E)=c,(E+V,)
Snu(E)= 0 otherwise,
(2.19)
c(E+V,) for E+V,>V,, Sy, (E)=0,(E+V,)
SnlE)= g otherwise -
Similarly, for the adjoint S ¥ we have
[ST(®,,®,)(E)=(S,,(E)®(E+V,—V,)+S,(E)D,(E),S}(E)D(E)+S,,(E)DE+V,—V,)), (2.20)
with
o E+V,) for E+V,>V,, SL,(E)y=c}(E+V,)
SL(E)= 0 otherwise,
GXE+V,) for E4+V,>V,, S} (E)=0hL(E+V,) @.21)
SZZ(E): 0 otherwise,

III. SCATTERING THEORY: PERTURBED SYSTEM

Let M (x) be a potential vanishing outside a bounded
interval (a,B). We want to study first-order perturbation
theory for scattering by the perturbed Hamiltonian
H(A)=H +AM, where A is a small real parameter.
Without loss of generality we can assume that
(a,B)C(a,b).

Clearly, the mathematical apparatus outlined in Sec. I
is applicable to the Hamiltonian H (A). Now the Moller
J

3S,,(E)

3S,(E)
@,(E

operators, the scattering operator, and the continuous
spectrum eigenfunctions are dependent on A. First-order
perturbation theory means that we want to find the
derivative of the scattering operator S (A)/9A evaluated
at A=0. This derivative will be abbreviated 3S /oA. We
will also write S for S(0), H for H(0), f,,g, for the
eigenfunctions of H(A) at A=0, etc., and d/0A will al-
ways denote the partial derivative evaluated at A=0.

Explicitly, the operator dS /dA is described in the ener-
gy representation as follows:

0S,,(E) 35,5, (E)
y, 22 g 2

gi"’.@l,%)

oA oA

cf. (2.18).

2 EYS ! EYN

(E)+ QUE+V,—V,y) |, B.1)

Since the S matrix is fully expressible in terms qf the Wronskians W (f L,gi ) (with i, j =+, — ), the problem amounts
to computation of the derivatives (3/0A)W (f,,g/,). This can be accomplished using standard methods of the theory of
second-order ordinary differential equations (see the Appendix). We obtain

a i ; © fi . . B i .
s W iogh) =27 deME)f©gl(£)=2 [TdEM(E)f,(£)81(£) - (3.2)
The above, via (2.15) and (2.19), directly yield
. B —
88, (E) —2mic E+V,) [dEM(EfE iy, ()85 1y, (&) when E+V,>V,,
ar |0 otherwise , (3.3)
. B _
3Sp(E) [_2”102(E+V1 [ dEMEf i1y, (E)gr 1y, (§) when E+V >V, ,
ar |0 otherwise , (3.4)
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9S,(E) ) B ~
gzk :—2ma2(E+V2)fad§M(§)[gE+V2(§)]z’
a9S,,(E)

(3.5)

(3.6)

The significance of the operator 3S/0A lies in the following. Suppose 4 is an observable which is a constant of
motion with respect to the free asymptotic Hamiltonians Hi' and H$". The change of the expectation value of this ob-

servable due to scattering of a fixed in-asymptote Wi reads

(AA) (1)

t— o

= lim (e*itH()\)Q_’—\Pin'Ae—ilH()»)Q+\l,in>_ lim (e—i!H(A)Q+\I,in|Ae—irH(l)Q+win>

1—>— o

= lim {exp(—itH3")S (M)W 4 exp( —itHZ" )S (A)W")

t— o0

— lim (exp(—itHI)W"| 4 exp(—itHP W™ ) = (S(A)W"] 4S (W)WM ) — (Win| 4 pin)

t— — oo

As first-order approximation we have

as in in in as in
(AA) (M) =(AA),in(0)+A <axw ASY >+<S\l/ AV >
_ . in t o1 0S| \yin
=(A4),n(0) zk<\ll s'4s,is'== W ) ,

where to obtain the last line we used the identity S (3S /o1)+

In our energy representation we have

(3.7)

(3.8)

as’ /ax)s 0, which is a direct consequence of the uni-
tarity of S. Note that this identity also implies that the operator iST(9S /91) is Hermitian.

+0S
iS BTN (P,,P,) |(E)
aS
= l ‘zs*ak (E)D,(E)
+ is*g—i (EYOL(E —V,+V,) zs*gi (EYO,(E —V,+V,)+ zs*g—i (E)<I>2(E)] , (3.9)
12 21
with
s | (Ey=2alo(E + V)R [PaEM©)Ifiy, (O (3.10)
11 *
. TaS _ 2 B — 2
ST | (Ey=2m|o(E+ V)2 [TdEM(E)lgesy (£, 3.11)
oA 2 a 2
as 2rlo(E+ V)P [PdeMEfriy (E)griy, (£) when E+V >V, ,
ot O — a
is oA 12(E) 0 otherwise , (3.12)
o {277|0(E + V)P [PdEM @ f Ly (Eg 4y, (&) when E+V,>V,,
ot O — a
is A 21(E) 0 otherwise . (3.13)
|
IV. TIME OF SOJOURN - X, o ,
AND THE OPERATOR iS'(3S /01) T(xo,xl;\l’)=f_wdtfx0d§|(e HO)  W)(E)| 4.1
In Sec. I we defined the sojourn time 7(Q,7,,1,;¥) gen-  Similarly, the sojourn time per unit interval
erally for arbitrary spatial region Q, and arbitrary time  7'(x, — o, 00;Q W) will be denoted by 7'(x ;¥):
interval (¢,,¢,). Here we will only need the case when (2 ooy — [ —iH 2
is a bounded interval, Q=(xy,x;),and t;, =— 0, t, = 0, T(x;¥) fvwdtl(e Q. W)(x)] 4.2)

and VW is a scattering state, i.e., \1/67{l Q_ FH. We will
write 7(xq,x; V) for 7((xg,x,), — 0, 0;Q, ¥),ie.,

Hxox ;W)= [ 'dEr(&W)
%o
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The sojourn time operators T'((xg,x;), — %, ), corre-
sponding to 7((xg,x,), — o, ;¥) and T(x,——oo oo; W),
respectively, are defined in the subspace 7{ of scattering
states. It will be more convenient to mtroduce operators

T(x0,%x)=Q% T((xp,x,),— 0, 0)Q,
and
T'(x)=QtrT'(x, — 0,00 )0
defined in #f. Clearly, T'(x4,x;) and T"'(x) satisfy
(X0, % 1; W)= W|T (x0,x,)¥) , (4.3)

J

T(x;W)=(¥|T'(x)¥) . (4.4)

The sojourn times and the sojourn time operators can
be effectively dealt with using the energy representation
and the Moller operator Q0 in the form (2.16) with Egs.
(2.13) and (2.14) applied to the integrand. Writing
¥Y=U(P,,P,), we evaluate 7(x;¥) of Eq. (4.2) by
applying the intertwining relation exp(—itH)Q,
=Q_exp(—itHl), then the energy representation (2.10)
of HY, and finally the formula [® dre "£7E"
=2w8(E —E’):

© © . 2
T'(x;\p)=f_ dt‘f“ dEe*"E[a(E)fg(x)d),(E—V,)e(E—V1)+a(E)g,;(x)<1>2(E—Vz)e(E—Vz)]|

- 27rf0wdE |0(E+V\)f 4y, () (E)

|2+21rf0°°dE |0(E +V3)gg sy, (X)Dy(E)|?

+21 mjxm, Vv, AE |0(E + V)2 f 1y, (X)gF 4 v, Py(E +V,— V)PHE)
+2”fmax(o, S lo(E+V )2 fgsy, (X085 4y, PHEIRNE +V,=V,) , 4.5)

where () =0 for £ <0 and 1 for x> 0.

From the above relation it is inferred that in our energy representation the operator 7'(x) is given by

[T'(x)D,,P,)(E)=
Th(x, E)=2m|o(E+ V)P f5y (0,

TS (x,E)=2m|o(E +V,)|* g+ Vz(x)|2 ,

2wlo(E +V )|z v, (x

T\, (x,E)= [o otherwise ,
270 (E + V) fi sy, (x

TZl (X’E)z {0 OtherWiSe .

The sojourn time operator T'(x) is related to the sojourn
time operator T (x,,x) by the formula

=[ dETE)

and the significance of T'(x) for the perturbation theory
of Sec. III lies in the fact that

T(xgy,x (4.11)

+ oS oS B e ,
is' S f T'(E)dE= f_wM(g)T (E)dE. (4.12)
Note that in the particular case when M (§)=M 0—const

on (a,B) and zero outside, then the operator isT(as /an)
is sxmply proportxonal to the time of sojourn operator
T(a,B): f(8S /0r)= T (a,B), and thus this operator
is dlrectly relevant for the calculation of (A4 )y in the
first-order perturbation theory, cf. (3.7) and (3.8). In gen-
eral,

ist9S as

¥
S'A4S, an

(4.13)

f (E[ST4S, T(£)1d¢E

or

(T’“ (x,E)¢1(E)+ T’lz(x,E)q)z(E + Vl -

V2 ), T’z] (x,E)q)l(E + V2 _ Vl )+ lez(x,E)¢2(E)) ’ (4.6)

4.7

(4.8)

)gE+Vl(x) when E+V, >V, ,

4.9)

)85 +v,(x) when E+V,>V,,

(4.10)

(AA) (M= (AA4)

\ym \yln

—mf”M(g)wi"us*As, T'(§)W)dE .
(4.14)

Thus formulas (4.12)-(4.14) indicate that the effect of the
perturbation M is closely related to the sojourn time of
the unperturbed particle in the region where the pertur-
bation is localized.

V. THE SPIN CLOCK REVISITED

The scattering theory of Sec. I describes translational
motion along the x axis of a particle interacting with the
potential ¥. We now assume that the particle has spin
as its internal degree of freedom, and that a weak homo-
geneous magnetic field pointing in the z direction extends
over a bounded interval (a,) of the x axis. As in Sec. I,
the potential V is constant outside a bounded interval
(a,b), and without loss of generality we may take
(a,B)C(a,b). N

The Hilbert space is now #=L*R)®C*=L%R,C?),
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i.e., consists of two-component spinors,
v, v, (x)

(x)= Wz(x)

Denote by 0,0 ,,0, the Pauli matrices, by  the Larmor
frequency inside the field, and let M (x) be the function

1+ fora<x <p,
M(x)= 0 otherwise .
The Hamiltonian reads H(w)=—1d?*/dx*+V(x)
+owM(x)o,
_ |
H(w) v, (x)
1 d?
— L V()M (x) [W(x)
2 dx?
= (5.1)
—Ld G — oM ) |
2 dx? :

The scattering theory can be constructed as in Secs. I
and II. The asymptotic Hamiltonians have still the form
(2.1) but now they act on the two-component spinors.
The structure of the Hamiltonian H(w) and the asymp-
totic Hamiltonians immediately imply that the scattering

operator S(w) reads S(w)=S(w)®S(—w), ie.,
v, S(w)¥,
(w) v, S(—w)W, | (5.2)
where S (w) is the scattering operator of Sec. II acting in

L*(R) and corresponding to the perturbed Hamiltonian
H(w)=—1d?/dx*+V(x)+oM (x).

When ©=0, then S§=S5(0)=S(0)®S(0)=SaS5.
For small w, in the first-order approximation, we
have  S(w)=S5(0)+ (35 /30)(0)=SaS +w[(3S /dw)
®&(—09S/dw)]. The analog of Eq. (3.8) can be derived as

before: When A is an observable commuting with the
asymptotic Hamiltonians, and
wir
in— | 2 2
v win €LR,C")
is an in-asymptote, then
(AA) (W)= (AA) (0
—iw<\l/i" S’*A§,i§*g—i \yi"> ,  (5.3)
with
51385 _ [ o128 | [_ g3
BT S 2T m
=3{T(a,B)e[~T(a,p)]} , (5.4)
where T (a,f) is the sojourn time operator (4.3) for the
spinless particle with the Hamiltonian H = —1d?/dx?

+Vi(x).
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The sojourn times and the sojourn time operators for
the spin-1 particle can be constructed in the obvious way.
It is easy to find that the sojourn time operator 7(a,f3)
for the particle with the Hamiltonian H(0) in (a,3) reads
T(a,B)=T(a,B)d T (a,B) and thus (5.4) can be written
as

l&ﬂ

St =lo,T(a,B)=1T(a,B)o (5.5)

oA
Formula (5.3) applies, in partxcular to the spin opera-
tors %ai. Note that in this case § o S=o0,, because
S=58(0) and o,’s are constants of motion with respect to
H(0) [0, is a constant of motion with respect to H(w)
for any w]. Applying formula (5.3) to the operator
o=4(o,+io,) one obtains

(Aco) =(S(w)¥"|oS(0)¥") — (Win|gpin)

pinl@
~io{ V"o T(a,B)¥")
=i{VP T (a,p)¥) , (5.6)
where
[y
yin= wir

and the scalar products in the third line of (5.6) are scalar
products in LXR).

Once in the field region, i.e., in (a,f), the spin under-
goes precession around the z direction with the Larmor
frequency w. The equation

(SYin|gSPin) = (Win|gpin)eiol (5.7)

defines a time 7 which for infinitesimal @ can be obtained
from Eq. (5.6):
in A in
=\ WloT(a@.p¥") (5.8)
< \Pm]owm >

In particular, when W™ is an eigenstate of o,
spin component in the xy plane), then one finds

=(¥"|T(a,B)¥") , (5.9)

and noting that o, W"=+W" implies ¥"=(1/V2)[1]¥,
one also has

=(V¥V|T(a,B)¥V) .

(or of any

(5.10)

Thus when ¥ is an eigenstate of o, then the system
works as a clock measuring the mean sojourn time
<\l/m|T a B q,ln)

It has been also proposed to use the clock to define
separate transmission and reflection times.*® The quan-
tities

(F \I,m F )wln)
(o) (@)= S S@WToF Stem)
(S(0)¥"|F, S(0)¥™)
and
(Fj( WirloF_S(w)¥™)
(o’)fym (5.12)

(S(0)¥V"|F_S(0)¥™)
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are mean values of the operator o corresponding to (o )gin(w =lexpliot,), (o )w'" = Lexpliof,) .
transmitted and reflected particles, respectively. Let W'"
be an eigenstate of o, with the eigenvalue (e.g.) 1. The (5.13)
transmission time 7, and the reflection time 7, are defined Formulas (5.3) and (5.5) yield
by the equations
J
(§(0)¥"|F 8 ()Wm) — (Win| F, Win) =~ (§Win|F_SWin) — (win|F, wir) — 22 (gin|[§TF, §,0,T(a,)]¥™)
=(SW"|F S¥n) —(Wr|F wn) (5.14)
(F S(0)W"MoF, S(0)W")—(F W |oF, ¥'")=(5(0)¥"oF.S(0)¥")—(¥"|cF V")
=(S¥"|gF . S¥") —(¥in|gF, ¥i")
=S o F 8,0, T(a,B)¥"™)
=(SV¥ir|gF, SW¥") —(¥"|gF, V")
+’—2“’—Re<win|§ 'F. 8T (a,B)W) . (5.15)

To obtain the final equalities in (5.14) and (5.15) we used
the fact that the spin operators commute with
F.,T(a,B) and §=S5(0), and that W¥"=(1,/V2)[}]1¥.
For infinitesimal @ we can now easily find 7, and 7,:

Re{¥"|S TF, §T(a,B)¥")

I, = — — , (5.16)
! (SYn|F, Sy™n)
_ Re{¥"STF_S§T(a,p)¥™)
7= —— - : (5.17)
(SYin|F_Swin)
Note that
(SW|F SW")F, +(SW¥"|F_SWn)f =7 .

Formulas (5.16), (5.17), and also (5.9) can be further
developed, and their asymptotics for a— «©, B— —
can be found. But this in fact was done elsewhere.* In
the present context we only wanted to show that what the
spin-clock measures are matrix elements of the sojourn
time operator T(a,B) or T(a,3).

In general, the example shows the usefulness of the
concept of the sojourn time operator. The effect of
scattering on the spin of the particle can be, in the first-
order approximation, fully described in terms of it. Gen-
eralization to the case of an inhomogeneous magnetic
field is straightforward by applying the local sojourn time
operator. We anticipate that other interesting models in
which the translational degree of freedom of a tunneling
particle is coupled to additional degrees of freedom can
be also treated using the concept of sojourn time and so-
journ time operator.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the support of this
research and partial support of one of us (D.M.W.) by the
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of
Canada.

f

APPENDIX: DERIVATION OF EQ. (3.2)

If h, and h, are any functions of x ER, then their
Wronskian W (h ,h,)(x) is defined by

 dh,
)——(x). (AD

n,
”E(x)_hz(x dx

d
W (hy,hy)(x)=h,(x)

When 4, and 4, are solutions of the differential equation
(d?/dx?)h(x)= A (x)h (x), then their Wronskian is in-
dependent of x and we write W (h,h,).

To derive Eq. (3.2) note that for any x ER,

g1,

i

# 3r

. af!
iW(fL,g{l)=Wl £

(x)+W (x),

J
EYN ax 8w

(A2)

and that the functions (3f} /3A)(x) and (3g/, /dA)(x)

satisfy the differential equations

@ V=2V () — ] L(x)+2M(x)fi (x)
ax2 oA aEaFYY "

(A3)
N agu agL i
o a}\ =2[V(x) [.L] (x)+2M(x)g,(x),

and the initial conditions

Hence we can find that the Wronskians W(3f, / i
ar gu )(x) and W(f! ,agit /0A)(x) satisfy the dlﬁ'erentlal
equations
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9 il i (Ve
o o *8n (x)=—2M(x)f,(x)g{(x),
a0/ (A4)
9 i O8u | = i (o
ax W (fu 3 (x) 2M(x)fu(x)g”(x) R
and the initial conditions W(afL /ak,g,j‘ Xb)=0

=W/ L,agi /0A)(a). Integrating (A4) yields
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i ) b . :
W _éru,gi (x)zzfxdgM(gv;,(é)gL@%
- (AS)
. 98l x i j
WS i |0=2 [T dEM(E)f1(£)1(8) .

Adding the above equations and taking into account the
fact that M (x) is zero outside (a,8)C(a,b), we arrive at
(3.2).
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