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L-vacancy decay in heavy elements (72 & Z & 82) by the synchrotron photoionization method
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Employing the novel synchrotron photoionization method, the Coster-Kronig decay yields f,&,

f~3, and f2, as well as the ratios of radiative yields co~ /co3 and co&/co3 have been measured for a series
of neighboring heavy elements with a typical uncertainty of +0.01 and +0.03, respectively. The
data for f» and co, /co, are compared to published experimental data obtained with the It.'a-La
coincidence method that have small uncertainty; reasonable agreement is found. In contrast, our

f, z values are considerably smaller (factor of 2 —3) than published experimental values obtained by
various techniques; this result indicates systematic problems of these techniques. Using the well-

known fluorescence yield ~3 and calculated absolute transition rates of the radiative decay, we have

derived absolute transition rates of the nonradiative decay from our experimental data. Compar-
ison of the observed values with theoretical transition rates shows that the theory substantially

overestimates the rates of such nonradiative transition channels in which the excess energy carried
away by the emitted electron is substantially smaller than the energy of the initial vacancy state.

I. INTRODUCTION

A vacancy in an inner electron shell of an atom is rap-
idly filled up by an electron from a higher (sub)shell,
whereby in a radiative decay a photon and in a nonradia-
tive decay an electron is emitted. In numerous fields
ranging from fundamental research on atomic collision
processes to quantitative surface analysis by spectroscop-
ic techniques, reliable accurate values of the decay proba-
bilities are required in order to derive the vacancy
creation from the observed photons or electrons. ' Be-
side these important applications, the decay rates provide
a stringent test of atomic physics theory, since they
reflect the intrinsic evolution of an atom in a nonstation-
ary state. The sum of all decay rates determines the ener-

gy width of atomic levels according to Heisenberg's un-
certainty principle.

Comprehensive calculations of decay rates exist for the
radiative decay, which is basically a one-electron pro-
cess, as well as for the nonradiative Auger and Coster-
Kronig decay, which is basically a two-electron process.
Whereas the fluorescent and Auger channels have an ex-
cess energy on the order of the initial-state energy, the
Coster-Kronig channel has considerably less excess ener-

gy (Fig. l). Some Coster-Kronig transitions are of high
importance since they have large transition rates. In case
of the L& subshell, the Coster-Kronig channel accounts
for more than about half of all decays for elements with
Z&12. Since calculated Coster-Kronig rates are sensi-
tive to various effects, theoretical L

&
yields bear partic-

ularly large uncertainties.
Experimentally, a number of methods has been applied

to measure decay yields. ' '" In case of the K shell, the
fluorescent (radiative) and Auger (nonradiative) decay
probabilities are now known quite well. ' ' In the case

of the L shell, the number of decay parameters is larger;
their determination requires the creation of a known
number of primary vacancies in the individual L sub-
shells. With the currently available semiconductor detec-
tors, the Ka-L a coincidence method is a powerful
method to determine all yields for the L3 and L2 sub-
shells, i.e., co3, coz, and f2&, and uncertainties as small as
one or a few percent have been reported recently. ' ' In
this method, the Ka& and Ka2 photons are used to identi-
fy a primary vacancy in the L3 and L2 subshells, respec-
tively. The method fails for the L, subshell due to the
very small K-L& radiative decay rate. Yields of the L&
subshell have been obtained by applying various coin-
cident as well as noncoincident methods giving results
with modest accuracy. The region around Z =74, 75 is of
particular interest because of the expected onset of the
strong L, L3M4 &

Coster--Kronig decay channel (Fig. l).
Most work on decay yields so far has been performed by
using radioactive isotopes. ' '" These are not readily
available for each element. The proper experimental
method and the number of primary vacancies depend on
the particular nuclear disintegration process. According-
ly, no comprehensive data sets have been obtained.

Recently a novel and universal method for measuring
yields of all subshells was introduced which is based on
tunable synchrotron radiation. ' ' As described in detail
in Sec. II, it relies on the switching on of the vacancy
creation in a particular subshell when the radiation ener-
gy is tuned above the subshell ionization threshold. In an
exploratory measurement this method has provided
stimulating results for Au (Z =79). Therefore
comprehensive measurements of the photoabsorption and
photoemission for a range of elements, 72 (Z & 82, have
been performed and are presented in the present paper.
These have revealed minor effects in the photoionization
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FIG. 1. Calculated absolute decay rates for the L subshells vs excess energy of the emitted particle for 74W (left) and 80Hg (right)
(Refs. 5 and 6). The most striking difference between these two elements is the strong L, -L3M4 5 Coster-Kronig channel which is en-

ergetically allowed only for 80Hg.

process which are not negligible in the extraction of de-
cay yields from the photoemission data. In Sec. III some
experimental details are described. In Sec. IV the
photon-energy dependence of L-subshell photoionization
cross sections is discussed. In Sec. V the obtained data
are presented and compared to other experimental work;
some of the data have already been presented in Ref. 21.
Finally, in Sec. VI additional information from theoreti-
cal calculations is employed in order to convert the ex-
perimental data to absolute decay rates; these are directly
compared to theoretical predictions of nonradiative rates.

II. SYNCHROTRON PHOTOIONIZATION METHOD

The applied novel method relies on the creation of pri-
mary vacancies by photoionization with tunable photon
energy and the detection of the induced fluorescence (or
Auger electrons) (Fig. 2). Photoionization off'ers essential
advantages as compared to other processes of vacancy
creation. First, the ionization of a particular subshell can
be switched on and off by tuning the energy of the pri-
rnary photons across the ionization threshold. Second,
the cross section of an individual subshell is known with
comparatively high accuracy, since theoretically photo-
ionization can be well predicted and experimentally it can
be directly obtained from x-ray attenuation studies.
Third, photoionization really produces the desired
single-vacancy state; it suffers less by outer-shell ioniza-
tion than ionization by charged-particle impact; it also
does not leave a Z +1 outer-electron configuration of a Z
nucleus as does the electron-capture decay in nuclear
disintegration.

The fluorescence (or the Auger electrons) emitted in
the vacancy decay is detected at various energies of the
primary photons. Spectroscopic techniques are applied
in the detection in order to identify the subshell from
which the emitted decay product originated. The intensi-
ty of the fluorescence (or the Auger electrons) is a mea-
sure for the number of vacancies created directly by pho-
toionization or indirectly by Coster-Kronig cascades.
This is illustrated for L-subshell photoionization and
fluorescence detection in Fig. 2; the equations for this
case are now given.

The intensity II of a line originating from the L3 sub-
3

shell (e.g. , La) is proportional to the total L3 vacancy
production,

oi. for EI. &Ey &EI.
3 3 r 2

+i. +f23+I. for +I. &~y &+l.

ol. , +f23~1., +(ft3+f i2f23)ol. ,

for EI. &Er &E~.
1

o.i, o.l, and ~1 denote the ionization cross sections of
3 2 1

the L subshells; E~, EI, and EI are the ionization3' 2'
1

thresholds; E is the primary photon energy.
In the sum, the first term corresponds to direct L3 ion-

ization, whereas the other two terms describe a Coster-
Kronig vacancy transfer from the Lz and L& subshells,
respectively. Here we tacitly assume that the emission
probability of the line is not affected by the spectator va-
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Iq a:
2

oz for EI &E &EI
2 2 ~ i

+L +f12+L for EL & Ey & EK
(2)

cancy produced by a Coster-Kronig transition. With the
measured line intensity versus E~ and the known ioniza-
tion cross sections one obtains the Coster-Kronig yields

f22 a«f i2+f i2f23.
The intensity Il of a line originating from the L2 sub-

2

shell (e.g. , Ly, ) is proportional to the total L2 vacancy
production,

&3&1 for EI & E~ & El
3 3 r 2

co,(oL +f2,oL )+co2oL for EL &E &EL

+3(+ L3+f23+L 2+(f13+f 12f 23 )+L

+c02(crL +f,20L )+co,crL for EL &E &EK.

(3)

for all elements f,2f2& «f» and thus the f,2f23 term is
only a minor contribution.

The total intensity I of the fluorescence radiation is

L3 L) LI

glott

Similar to the preceding case, one obtains f,2. Since f,2

and f22 are now known, the measured f»+f,2f22 can
be portioned into its components to get f». The portion-
ing does not introduce much additional uncertainty since

The proportionality constant depends on instrumental
parameters, e.g., primary photon flux, detector solid an-
gle, and eEciency which can be determined. Thus in
principle it is possible to obtain the fluorescence yields
co;. However, we did not make use of this possibility,
since the uncertainty of the constant and thus of the
fluorescence yields would be rather large. In contrast,
the ratios co;/co, are independent of the constant and can
be extracted from the set of equations (3). Therefore it is
advantageous to adopt the accurate co3 values from the
literature to determine the less accurately known co2 and
co, from the measured ratios co2/co3 and co, /co&.

III. EXPERIMENT
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The measurements were performed on the Rontgen-
Monochromator (ROEMO) instrument at the Hamburg
Synchrotron Radiation Laboratory (HASYLAB) (Fig. 3).
Data were taken at several beam times with different
operating conditions of the storage ring Doppel-Ring-
Speicher II (DORIS!I). Typical operating values are an
electron energy of 5 GeV and a ring current of 25-40
mA. The radiation was monochromatized by a Si(111)
nondispersive double-crystal monochromator; harmonics
were suppressed by giving the second crystal a slight
offset as compared to the first one. The x-ray energy
scale of the monochromator was calibrated by recording
absorption edges whose energies are well known. The
energy bandwidth of the radiation is determined by its
angular collimation and amounted to a few eV.

For most of the investigated elements two sample foils
of this element were used: A "thick" one (4—10 iMm,

self-supporting) with reasonable attenuation for the ab-
sorption measurements and a "thin" one (0.025 —0.25 p, m,
supported) (Table I) with only minor attenuation for the
fluorescence measurements. The thick foil was mounted

12 14 15

E (keV)

16 17

slit

thin thick
sompie fotis somple fo, i

FIG. 2. Principle of the applied method. (a) Photoattenua-
tion cross section (logarithmic scale) and its partition into the
contributions from the individual subshells. (b) Intensity of an x
ray or Auger line originating from the L3 subshell. (c) Same as
(b), but from the L2 subshell. (d) Same as (b), but from the L,
subshell. (e) Total L-fluorescence or L-Auger intensity, i.e.,
summed over all L subshells, the individual contributions are in-
dicated. Figures (a)—(e) are approximately to scale for,oHg.
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FIG. 3. Experimental setup.
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the Au-Cu combination.
on a y ar support of 3-r o -pm thickness except

Sample
foil

„Hf
-/3Ta

74W

77Ir

78Pt

79AU

82Pb

Thickness
(IMm)

0.025
0.025
0.025
0.025
0.025
0.2
0.025

Normalization
foil

zsMn

~~Mn

2qMn

q5Mn

q~Mn

p9CU

29Cu

Thickness
(pm)
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0.025
0.025
0.025
0.025
0.25
0.025
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(i) Electrons move in a Hartree-Slater potential which
is assumed to be the same before and after the absorption
of the photons.

(ii) Electrons are treated relativistically.
(iii) In the treatment of the radiation field all contribut-

ing multipoles and retardation effects are included.

Summing the ionization cross sections of all (sub)shells
and the minor contribution of photon scattering, the pho-
ton absorption cross section is obtained. It can be direct-
ly measured in mass-attenuation studies. For the systems
studied in the present work, the agreement between the
calculations and experiment is 3 —5 % on an absolute
scale."

In spite of this good absolute agreement for the mass

attenuation, we obtained inconsistent results when we

tried to extract ionization cross sections of individual

subshells from published attenuation cross sections by
extrapolation beyond the absorption edges. Therefore we

decided to measure the mass attenuation in the regime of
the L edges. Our experimental data exhibit characteristic
dispersionlike deviations from the theoretical prediction
(Fig. 5). The origin of these deviations has been identified

as an electron-correlation effect which is neglected in the
RHS calculations: The photon field acts on all atomic
electrons; these react to the disturbance, thereby causing
a dielectric screening or antiscreening of the external ra-

80-

g 70-
(10'b)

60-

50-

40-

diation field. Calculations in the time-dependent local-
density approximation for the response of the electrons to
the radiation field partly give a quantitative description
of the effect on the total cross section. They also reveal
that the effect is quite the same for the different sub-

shells. Therefore we decided to adopt the following ex-
pression as the best estimate for the actual ionization
cross section o.'" of an individual L subshell:

oL(E')=rrL (Er)[1+6(Er)] (4)

where o "t'(Er ) is an analytical fit to tabulated RHS calcu-
I

lations and b, is a small empirical correction (at most a
few percent) which is independent of the individual sub-
shell L; and which is determined by the difference of cal-
culated and experimental values of the total absorption
cross section (sum over all contributing processes}.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Comparison of the experimentally measured fluores-
cence at various photon energies with the ionization cross
sections directly gives the Coster-Kronig yields and the
ratios of fluorescence yields [Eqs. (1)-(3)]. The electron
correlations have an effect on ionization cross sections
with size in the percent realm; nevertheless, they may not
be disregarded in the present case: they cause charac-
teristic changes of subshell cross sections in the vicinity
of the absorption edges; it is just the relative increase of
the fluorescence intensity at an edge from which the
Coster-Kronig yields are obtained. To get an estimate for
the influence of the correlation effects on the obtained
Coster-Kronig rates, we performed a data evaluation in-

cluding [by the b tertn in Eq. (4)] or omitting (5=0) the
correlations (Fig. 6}. Although the latter case is unreal-
istically worse, the two kinds of data evaluation give re-
sults with only minor deviations (Table II) and thus we
are confident that the uncertainties of the correlations
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FIG. 5. Photoionization cross section of »Hf vs photon ener-

gy E~ in the regime of the L edges. Curves in the upper part
are a theoretical prediction (Ref. 24). Dots are experimental
data whose absolute values are normalized to theory. The lower
part displays the deviation 6 between experiment and predic-
tion as well as a fitted curve.

FIG. 6. Intensity of the Hf La line vs primary photon energy
E~. Dots are experimental data. Curves are fits according to
Eq. {1)using subshell ionization cross sections [Eq. {4)] includ-

ing (solid lines) and omitting (dashed lines) electron correla-
tions.
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CO ~ /CO3

0.561+0.033

C02/CO3

1.098+0.040

fi3+fizf 23

0.309+0.0100.324+0.010
(0.329+0.010)

0.141+0.015
(0.143+0.015)

0.109+0.010
(0.122+0.010)

72

0.757+0.0331.127+0.0400.339+0.0200.351+0.020
(0.357+0.020)

0.104+0.015
(0.108+0.015)

0.111+0.010
(0.124+0.020)

73

0.530+0.0321.123+0.0400.325+0.0100.336+0.010
(0.340+0.010)

0.102+0.015
(0.103%0.015)

0.106+0.010
(0.119+0.010)

74

0.494+0.0291.148+0.0400.496+0.0100.502+0.010
(0.517+0.010)

0.058+0.020
(0.061+0.020)

0.103+0.010
(0.111+0.010)

77

0.443+0.0271.189+0.0400.562+0.0200.569+0.020
(0.581+0.020)

0.066+0.020
(0.06920.020)

0.104+0.020
(0.117+0.020)

78

0.446+0.0211.289+0.0400.582+0.0100.587+0.010
(0.597%0.010)

0.047+0.020
(0.052%0.020)

0.10120.010
(0.103+0.010)

0.420+0.0201.180+0.0400.661+0.0100.665+0.010
(0.658+0.010)

0.040+0.015
(0.03520.015)

0.091+0.010
(0.094+0.010)

82

have almost negligible influence on the derived rates.
It is a challenge to compare our data (Fig. 7) to avail-

able experimental data obtained by different methods.
The Ka-La coincidence method is a powerful technique
to measure accurately the parameters fz3, caz, and co3. 10

Recent measurements in Refs. 15-17 and 28, respective-
ly, employing high-resolution x-ray detectors give results
claiming impressive small uncertainties,

0.3
f23

0.2-

0

03
72

«2

76 78 8074 82

f23(s2Pb)=0. 130+0.002
0.2 - : '

=0. 112+0.002

=0. 112+0.001

=0.115+0.002 .
I I I I I

72 8074 78(Sa) 76 82
I I 1 I I I

However, the first measurement' is strongly discrepant
t;o the other measurements, indicating that systematic
problems of the coincidence method are not under con-
trol. These problems are apparently not yet solved, since
recent results, from Refs. 29 and 28, respectively, still de-
viate,

0.8-

0.6-

f23(77Ir) =0.100+0.015,

f23(7spt) =0.112+0.004,
.2-

(Sb)

74 7672 78 80 82
although we expect almost the same fz3 for the two
neighboring elements. Our values, i.e.,

f23(7sPt) =0.104+0.020,

f23(sqPb) =0.091+0.010,
FIG. 7. Coster-Kronig factors fz, , f,2, and f,3. Experimen-

tal data: 0, present work; o, Campbell and McGhee (Ref. 28);
, Rao (Ref. 29); 0, Tan et al. (Ref. 15); 6, Salgueiro et al.

(Ref. 33); V, Marques et al. (Ref. 34). Theory: +, Chen et al.
(Ref. 9)~ The dashed areas indicate the adopted values with es-
timated uncertainties (Ref. 12).

(Sc)

lie systematically somewhat below the other mentioned
experimental values agd below the adopted values which
are based on theory' (Fig. 7). It is not clear if the origin

TABLE II. Experimental values of the present work for the Coster-Kronig yields ft3 f~t and f» and the ratios of fluorescence

yields co2/co3 and co, /co3 ~ Values in parentheses have been obtained by omitting electron correlations in the data evaluation; they are

regarded as incorrect and are only given for comparison purposes.
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of the deviating results obtained by the coincidence and
by the photoionization method stems from unrecognized
instrumental problems or from the different processes of
vacancy creation. f23 is dominantly determined by the
L2 L3N-transition (Fig. 1) which is susceptible to outer-
shell spectator vacancies. The coincidence method relies
first on the K-shell electron capture which produces
negligible simultaneous outer-shell excitation and,
second, on the subsequent K-Lz x-ray decay, which has
about 10 probability for creating an E spectator. ' In
the photoionization method, the S-shell shake-off proba-
bility also amounts to 10 . Thus the number of X-
shell spectators is too small to account for the observed
deviations.

In the L ~-vacancy decay, the f» Coster-Kronig transi-
tion is dominant. The value of f» increases by a factor
of 2 (Fig. 7) while going from Z =72 to 82 due to the on-
set of the strong L, L3M4 &

-Coster-Kronig channel (Fig.
1). Our data lie somewhat above the adopted values. '

Since (for Z )76) the procedure of the complication gives
"f, values that are 10—15% lower than the majority of
the measured values, "' we are in good agreement with
other experimental work.

Our f, z values are the most surprising result of all
Coster-Kronig yields since they are substantially below
the few available experimental data and also below the
theory. Nevertheless, we have high confidence in our f, ~

values since these have been determined analogous to the
other Coster-Kronig values and since our method of data
taking is a direct one: while scanning the energy of the
primary photons across the L, edge (Fig. 4), we observe
only a tiny increase of the Ly

&
line (originating from the

L2 subshell), which is a direct indication of the smallness
of f,z. All other experimental methods to determine f&2

are indirect: e.g., Salgueiro et al. excited the L fluores-
cence by electron impact and derived f ~z from the inten-
sity ratio of the Ly& satellite line to the Ly, parent line.
However, the satellite line establishes itself only as a
small asymmetry of the measured line, and thus the pro-
cedure of line analysis (which is not explained in their pa-
per) may be easily susceptible to systematic errors. More
recent work on f,2 employed radioactive sources. '5 3 In
this work the L2 fluorescence is measured and its intensi-

ty is found to be larger than expected solely from the
summed L2 vacancy creation by direct excitation in the
nuclear disintegration and by indirect excitation via the
Auger decay of K vacancies. The excess intensity is as-
sumed to originate from the f, 2 Coster-Kronig vacancy
transfer. Experimentally it is obtained as the small
difference of measured and expected (without Coster-
Kronig contribution) intensity and thus its value is easily
susceptible to errors in the assumed number of primary
vacancies in the various shells created by the nuclear
disintegration.

Our fluorescence-yield data are displayed in Fig. 8;
only the ratios co2/co3 and cu, /co3 are given, which are ex-
perimentally obtained without calibration of absolute
detector efficiency, detection solid angle, etc. Our co&/co&

value for Z =79 and our co, /co3 value for Z =73 appear
to be somewhat large as compared to the corresponding

0.8 -
(t)

h)~/h)&

0.4-

0.2-

72 74 76 78 80 82

FIG. 8. Ratios of fluorescence yields co2/co3 and cu&/co&. The
meaning of the symbols is the same as in Fig. 7. The two values
in parentheses are presumably outliers due to experimental
problems.

values of neighboring elements. We attribute this to
unidentified experimental problems. Our data for co2/f03

can be compared to other experimenta1 work, in particu-
lar, that obtained by the Ka-La coincidence method.
They agree excellently with the data of Campbell and
McGhee; there are discrepancies to the data of Rao
similar to the discrepancies observed above for f&3. For
the ratio u&/co3 other experimental data are scarce and
almost all have been obtained by making specific assump-
tions. Therefore we refrain here from a comparison to
other data.

VI. COMPARISON OF EXPERIMENTAL AND
THEORETICAL ABSOLUTE TRANSITION RATES

Theory calculates absolute decay rates. A decisive
comparison of experiment and theory should be per-
formed on the basis of absolute rates since a comparison
of yields, i.e., relative rates, might led to misleading re-
sults: For example, in the case when a particular decay
channel is strongly dominant, its yield will always be
close to unity, almost independent of the exact value of
the absolute decay rate; in contrast, the yield of a weak
channel depends then almost linearly on the rate of the
strongly dominant channel, due to the normalization of
the total yield to unity.

In order to convert our experimental data to absolute
rates we proceed as follows. First, we make a choice for
c03 and calculate co2 and co, . Second, we adopt calculated
radiative decay rates for the three individual L subshells
and calculate the nonradiative rates. In the choice of ~3
one may adopt Krause's values which have an estimated
uncertainty of 3 —5%%u&.

' Recent experimental values by
Campbell and McGhee are about 7%%ui smaller than
Krause's values and have an estimated uncertainty of
2%%uo, they are available only for some of the investigated
elements. We decided to adopt 0.96 times Krause's value
as the best estimate of co3 for all investigated elements.
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TABLE III. The experimental data of the present work (Table II) have been converted to the fluores-

cence yields co, and col and Auger-yields a3, a2, and a, by adopting for the L3-fluorescence yield the

value given in the first column, i.e., 0.96 times the value of Krause (Ref. 12). The abbreviation "est.
unc. "denotes the estimated uncertainty.

72
73
74
77
78
79
82

0.222
0.233
0.245
0.282
0.294
0.307
0.346

0.243
0.262
0.274
0.323
0.349

0.408

0.125

0.130
0.139
0.130
0.137
0.145

0.778
0.767
0.755
0.718
0.706
0.693
0.654

0.648
0.627
0.620
0.574
0.547

0.501

al

0.425

0.443
0.307
0.242
0.234
0.154

Est. unc. +4%%uo +6% +6% +4% +6% +6%

Then it is trivial to calculate the fluorescence yields co2

and co, from our measured ratios co&/co3 and co, /co3 (Table
III). With values for the fluorescence yields, the Auger
yields are easily deduced from the normalization of all
yields to unity (Table III),

In a comparison of theoretical and experimental decay
rates (Table IV, Fig. 9), we make the simplifying assump-
tion that the L-decay yields are the same if the atom ini-
tially possess only one vacancy (direct vacancy produc-
tion) or possess an additional spectator vacancy (vacancy
production via a Coster-Kronig cascade). This assump-
tion seems justified at the present level of experimental

Since now all yields have been determined, one can
proceed to convert the yields to absolute transition rates
I. For the conversion, we adopt the radiative rates
r(co;) for the individual subshells i as predicted by
theory.

The nonradiative rates I'(f; ) and r(a;) of a Coster-
Kronig and an Auger transition, respectively, from a par-
ticular subshell can be expressed in terms of the corre-
sponding radiative rate I (co; ) and the various yields

I

I (())
(e

I (f23)=r(co~)f23/co2,

r(f, z) = r(co, )f»/co, ,

r(f„=r(, )f
r(a3 ) r(co3)a3/co3

I (a2) = I (co2)a2/co2,

I (a, )=I (co, )a, /co, .

(7)

For the conversion of our experimental data to absolute
transition rates we have chosen the calculated radiative
rates r(co;), since they are expected to be the most reli-
able rates: The radiative decay is essentially a single-
electron process and Hartree-Fock calculations yield reli-
able results; in particular, (i) calculated rates agree with
measured Eu linewidths of the heavy elements in which
the radiative component predominates and (ii) calculated
cross sections of the similar photoionization process
agree with experiment within at least a few percent.
We estimate a similar uncertainty, say +4%, for the cal-
culated radiative rates.

(ftp)

(eV)

O

12

&(f, )-
(eV)

72 74 76 80 82

FIG. 9. Absolute decay rates of the various nonradiative L-
subshell decay modes. Asterisks denote theoretical values (Ref.
9), points are experimental data of the present work, which have
been connected by straight lines to guide the eye.
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TABLE IV. The experimental values of the present work for the Auger yields a, , az, and a
~

and the Coster-Krotug yields f23, f,2,
and f„(Tables II and III) have been converted to absolute transition rates by using the absolute radiative transition rates from
Scofield (Ref. 5) as given in the first three data columns.

I (co3)

(eV)
I (co2)

(eV)
I (a3)
(eV)

I (az)
(eV)

I (aI)
(eV)

I (f23)
(eV)

I'(f 12)
(eV)

r(f„)
(eV)

72
73
74
77
78
79
82

1.087
1.163
1.244
1.513
1.612
1.717
2.060

1.214
1.303
1.397
1.718
1.836
1.926
2.378

0.701
0.752
0.805
0.982
1.048
1.117
1.350

3.809
3.828
3.834
3.852
3.871
3.876
3.894

3.236
3.120
3.154
3.055
2.882

2.925

2.395

2.747
2.162
1.945
1.910
1.428

0.544
0.552
0.540
0.548
0.548

0.531

0.794

0.632
0.409
0.531
0.383
0.372

1.739

2.015
3.496
4.522
4.748
6.141

Estimated
uncertainty

+5% +5%%uo +5% +8% +10% +10% +12% +20% k8%

uncertainty. Comparison of theory and experiment
(Table IV, Fig. 9) reveals reasonable agreement for the
Auger rates I (a3), I (az), and I (ai) and —to some
extent —also for the Coster-Kronig rate I (fz3 ), but
significant discrepancies are observed for I (f,z) (for all

Z) and I (f i3) (for Z =80). It is well known that theory
overestimates the Coster-Kronig rates in general' and
I (f i3 ) for Z = 80 in particular. A detailed look at the
various channels contributing to a Coster-Kronig rate
(Fig. I) indicates that in those cases in which the excess
energy carried away by the emitted electron is larger than
the energy differences between the L subshells (a few keV)
the nonradiative rates are well predicted by theory,
whereas in those cases in which the excess energy is
smaller (particularly below I keV) the rates are strongly
overestimated. Presumably, in the case of excess energy
significantly smaller than the energy of the initial vacancy
state the theoretical perturbation approach assuming
frozen orbitals is inadequate.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

The novel method of synchrotron photoionization has
proved to be a powerful technique to measure decay
yields of all L subshells accurately. It is a direct method
relying only on accurate photoionization cross sections
which can be obtained from mass-attenuation studies. It
complements the Ka-L a coincidence method which
gives smaller uncertainties but is applicable only for the
L2 and L3 subshells and not for the L

&
subshell. The two

methods provide agreeing values for the ratio of fluores-

cence yields co2/co3, whereas a minor deviation is ob-
served for f23. The origin of the deviation is not clear; it
may be of experimental nature (unidentified experimental
problem) or of physical nature (different way of primary
vacancy creation).

Our comprehensive experimental data have been con-
verted to absolute transition rates by adopting calculated
radiative rates. Comparison with calculated nonradiative
rates shows that the standard theory predicts nonradia-
tive rates reasonably well in those cases in which the ex-
cess energy of a decay channel is comparable with the en-

ergy of the initial vacancy state, and that it severely
overestimates the rates in cases in which the excess ener-

gy is significantly smaller.
Comprehensive measurements by the synchrotron-

photoionization method are now required to produce a
reliable set of decay yields for the L subshells of elements
with medium and low atomic number Z. Discontinuities
at certain Z, as well as a dependence on phase state (gase-
ous phase, condensed matter) have to be studied in detail.
It remains a challenge to extend this work to the M sub-
shells, where available information is scarce.
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