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Two-component soliton model for proton transport in hydrogen-bonded molecular chains
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%e propose a two-component soliton model for proton storage and transport in hydrogen-bonded
quasi-one-dimensional chains. The model is investigated both analytically and by molecular-

dynamics simulations. At 310 K we find that in certain regions of the parameter space it is possible,
from realistic initial conditions, to excite a kink in the proton sublattice. For certain parameter
values and initial conditions the kink is excited just to be annihilated shortly after. For other pa-
rameter values the kink continues to travel for much longer times. Therefore the presented model

can explain the essential physics of proton storage as well as proton transport in hydrogen-bonded
substances.

I. INTRODUCTION

The transport of electrical charge in molecular and
biological systems has been studied extensively during the
last decades. ' ' The reason is that it is essential to un-
derstand simple transport phenomena in such systems at
the molecular level in order to gain insight in more com-
plicated life processes. The proton conductivity in
hydrogen-bonded molecules is remarkably high and in
fact certain of these materials have been called protonic
semiconductors. A theory for proton transport in
quasi-one-dimensional hydrogen-bonded chains has ap-
plications in several biological systems: (i) a-helix pro-
teins traversing biological membranes, connecting the in-
tracellular and the extracellular regions, thereby provid-
ing a channel for proton transport through the mem-
brane, (ii) several solid-state systems showing very high
proton conductivity (see Refs. 3 and 10), (iii) icelike struc-
tures showing a proton mobility only an order of magni-
tude less than in metals. ' In Ref. 1 it was suggested that
there is an analogy between the motion of protons in a
hydrogen-bonded molecular chain and the motion of
dislocations in crystals. The hydrogen bonded system
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where the dotted-line segments indicate the hydrogen
bonds, and the A's symbolize some (heavy) ions with neg-
ative charge, was modeled by assuming that the protons
were connected by springs and moving between each pair
of fixed heavy ions in a symmetrical double-mell poten-
tial. In the case of an external applied electrical field, it
was found thai the barrier height for cooperative proton
motion was much smaller than the barrier for individual
proton motion, and it was thereby concluded that the
model qualitatively could explain the high mobility of
protons in hydrogen-bonded substances. Due to this
effective transport of protons it is not surprising that the
concept of soliton theory has been introduced in such sys-
tems. ' In Ref. 4 another model for a slightly
different molecular geometry was proposed. The proton. s
were again moving in a double-well potential, but now

also the heavy ions were allowed to move. The idea was
that a reduction of the distance between two neighbor
heavy ions induced a reduction of the barrier height in
the potential experienced by the proton between these
surrounding molecules (see Fig. 1). It turned out that in-
sertion of a traveling-wave assumption in the continuum
version of the derived equations leads to exact soliton
solutions in the proton sublattice as well as in the heavy
ion sublattice at a particular speed of the traveling wave.
So a transition region between protons being in the left
well, and protons being in the right well (kink) could
travel along the chain together with a compression in the
heavy ion sublattice without any loss of energy. Other
papers have addressed the same model from numerical
and analytical points of view taking into account addi-
tional features, e.g. , effects of an applied external electri-
cal field and damping, "' stability of the solitons was in-
vestigated in Refs. 9 and 10. In Sec. II we describe what
the potential in which the protons move looks like, and
how it is altered when the distance between the two sur-
rounding heavy ions changes. Then in Sec. III we present
the model Hamiltonian and derive the corresponding
dynamical equations. In Sec. IV we study the continuum
limit of the derived equations and show that there exists
soliton solutions. Section V contains the details of our
molecular-dynamics calculations, and explains how we
incorporate temperature effects. Finally we conclude the
paper in Sec. VI.

II. THE HYDROGEN-BOND POTENTIAL

In this paper we report on molecular dynamics (MD)
calculations in a thermalized one-dimensional molecular

FIG. 1. Schematic picture of the hydrogen-bonded molecular
chain and the effective potential for the proton.
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lattice, consisting of X heavy ions and X —1 protons.
The lattice constant is denoted I, and between each pair
of heavy ions, a proton is moving in a double-mell poten-
tial„modeled as

V' (u„,p„)=a (p„)u„'+b (p„)u„'+c(p„), (2)

Pn +n+1 +n (3)

V' (u„,O) = V(u„) .

In (3) x„ is the absolute position of the nth heavy ion, so

p„p 0 is an elongation of the distance between the heavy
ions surrounding the nth proton„and p„g 0 is a compres-
sion. The unknown functions a, b, and c will be deter-
mined according to experimental data in the following.
The barrier height e(p„) and the distance along the chain
from the top of the barrier to one of the minima u (p„) is
easily calculated from (2). We obtain

' 1/2—b (p„)
u(p„)=

2a (p„)

V(u„)=so( 1 —u„juo )

Here u„denotes the displacement of the nth proton rela-
tive to the midpoint between the two surrounding heavy
ions, e,o is the barrier height, and uo is the distance along
the chain from the top of the barrier to one of the minima
in the double-well potential when the distance between
the two heavy ions is the equilibrium distance (see Fig. 2}.
From Ref. 1 we obtain eo ——0.22 eV, uo ——0.39&10 ' m,
and I =2.76&10 ' m. Here we will use the same funda-
mental mechanism for proton transport in hydrogen-
bonded systems as in Refs. 4 and 9-12, namely, that both
the barrier height and the distance from the top of the
barrier to one of the minima in the potential change when
the relative distance p„between the two surrounding
heavy ions changes. So we ~rite what we call the
effective potential in the following way:

Experimental results, ' ' show that e(p„) can be assumed
to be second order in p„and that u (p„) can be modeled
by a square-root expression in p„. The simplest way to
achieve this is by adopting the following expressions for a
and b

Eo
1

Qo

2&o
k2 ———

u Ok3
2

(9)

Figure 3 shows c. and u as functions of p„as calculated
from (5) and (6). Since, obviously, c (p„)=e(p„) the
effective potential (2) is now known as a function of the
constants eo, uo, and k3, and in Fig. 4, we show how the
double well looks in the equilibrium position (as in Fig. 2)
for 5% elongation of the distance between the surround-
ing heavy ions and for 5% compression of this distance.

III. THK MODEL HAMILTOMAN

The Hamiltonian describing the system consists of
three parts: the proton part, the heavy ion part, and a
part taking into account that the double-well potential
changes with p„. Since we want to have free boundaries,
the proton part of the total Hamiltonian is

N —1

H, = g' —,'m(u„)'+V(u„)+-,'m~', (u„+,—u„)',
n=1

a (p„}=k, ,

b (p„)=k ~(p„+k3 ),
k, , k2, and k3 being constants. There is evidence that
the double-well potential collapses to a single-well poten-
tial for short hydrogen bonds, ' so we put
k 3 0. 1 g I =0.276 & 10 ' m, meaning that the double-
well potential degenerates to a single-well potential at
10% compression of the lattice spacing. Inserting (7) and
(8) in (5) and (6), and making use of u (p„=O)=un and

e(p„=O)=so, we obtain

I b(P„)'
e(p„)=—

4 a(p„) I.O I I I I

—0.5 0.0 0.5
u„(10 ' rn)

FIG. 2. Double-well potential corresponding to equilibrium
position of the two surrounding heavy ions.

0.0
—0.3 0.0

p„(lO "~)
FIG. 3. The barrier height c and the distance along the chain

from the top of the barrier to one of the minima u as a function
of the relative distance p„between the two surrounding heavy
lons.
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IV. THE CGNTINUUM LIMIT
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«0 u2
(ci —U )ug+ u 1 — +

l P2l Q go Pl

2 Xl

lz
—(U —cz }xg+2 uug ——0 .

M

From (28) we get (for u ~c zz}

(27)

(li/ —1 )ks

X~—(u —cz)x&+ u
/z

(29)

2 2
U —Cz

+1
Q +C) (30)

—(c —u )u- +u1 2 2 3
N

2Xfl'

mM(u —cz )

where c, is an integration constant. This result can be
substituted back in (27) yielding

where ( ) indicates time average, T the temperature, and

kz Boltzmann's constant.
We use a standard 6fth-order Runge-Kutta scheme to

integrate the dynamical equations and rescale the rnolec-
ular velocities, x„and i„,at t =i 4t, i =1,2, . . . , subject
to the relations (36) and (37). This means that the rescal-
ing factors for x„and ti„become

SkT
(38)

N

M g (x'„)
n=)

4e 2X'/'
2+'~ 2muo m (U —cz)

=0 . (31)

/

CX2 = N —1

m g (u'„)
n =1

This P equation has the well-known tanh kink solu-
tion. " Insertion of this solution in (30) then makes it
possible to find x. We find (for u ~c z and u &c, )

u (g) =duo tanh( A g)

x (g) =8 tanh( A g), (33)

where the constants A and 8 are given by the following

expressions:

2col &&1 uo

(c i
—U ) muu mM(u —cz )(c i

—U )
2 2 2 2 2 2 2

(34)

l X,uo8=
(u —cz )MA

(35)

%'e include temperature effects by using a standard
isokinetic MD method. ' ' The equipartition theorem'
states that both the heavy ion and the proton lattice have
to be in thermal equilibrium, that is,

The antikink solution in the x variable means that the
space derivative is an antisoliton, i.e., the kink in the pro-
ton sublattice travels along the chain together with a
compression in the heavy ion sublattice. It is interesting
that our continuum model supports soliton solutions for
all velocities less than the sound velocities (ci and cz),
whereas the models in Refs. 4 and 9-12 only support
such analytica1 solutions for one single value of this ve-

locity.

respectively.
The numerical calculations were performed in the fol-

lowing way. A11 the runs were with N = 100 and
M =100)&m =1.67&10 kg and in order to reduce
the number of parameters we always took 0=0. leo, .
Our Runge-Kutta scheme runs with variable step size,
but we read out the molecular velocities every
bt =0.25&(10 ' sec to rescale by the factors (38) and
(39). Variation of the tolerance parameter in the integra-
tor and in ht did not affect our results significantly. We
subjected the dynamical equations (17)—(22) to random in-
itial conditions (the positions of all protons randomly dis-
tributed around the left minima in the potentials}, and in-
tegrated the system using the rescaling technique ex-
plained above until thermal equilibrium in both lattices
was achieved. The relaxation time was always less than
10 ' sec. Then the system was excited by moving heavy
ion no. 1 away from no. 2 until the distance between
them was 1.1/ (10% elongation). Simultaneously proton
no. 1 was given a certain amount of kinetic energy in the
direction towards proton no. 2. Then heavy ion no. 1 was
released, and the system was allowed to move according
to the dynamical equations including the scaling factors.
We feel that this way of starting the system is more real-
istic than applying the continuum solution as initial con-
dit1ons.

In Fig. 5 we show results from integrating the system
(17)—(22) at 310 K from the initial conditions mentioned
above. We define the kink location as the site no. closest
to the zero crossing of u„. In Fig. 5(a) we have

u& ——2.0X 10' Hz, and 0& ——2.0& 10' Hz. %hen proton
no. 1 is given the kinetic energy 2.0 eV, a kink is traveling
about ten sites before it turns around and is annihilated
after approximately 0.8 psec. If the input energy is in-
creased to 3 eV, the kink is able to travel for a much
longer time; in fact it is located around site no. 10 after
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FIG. 5. Kink 1ocation as function of time after excitation for different values of m& and kinetic energy input of proton no. 1. In aH

runs we have 0& ——0. 1ej. (a) coI ——2X10' Hz. a, 2 eV, b, 4eV, c, 3 eV. {b) mi ——3&10' Hz. a, 3.5 eV, b, 4eV, c, 6eV, d, 5 eU. (c)

co& ——4X10' Hz. a, 5eV, b, 6eV, c, 7eV, d, 8eU. (d) u& ——5g10' Hz. 8eV.

2.0 psec. At an input energy of 4 eV the situation is in
between. For values of the input energy above approxi-
mately 4.5 eV or below approximately 1.5 eV, it is not
possible to even excite a kink, so there seems to be a
"window*' for the amount of kinetic input energy of pro-
ton no. 1 in which a kink can be excited and travel along
the chain. In Fig. 5(b) we have increased the values of
the basic frequencies of the system to ~, =3.0&10' Hz
and 0,=3.0X 10" Hz. The same features as in Fig. 5(a)
are observed, except that the input energy window now is
located at higher values of this energy. Also, me see that
the kinks are able to travel longer before they get pinned
or turn around. In Fig. 5(c) we have co, =4.0X 10' Hz
and 0,=4.0&10' Hz, and now the kinks can travel

even longer. For input energies between 7 and 8 eV we
observe an interesting behavior. After excitation the
kink moves about 70 sites along the chain without being
a8'ected significantly by the thermal noise. After having
traveled this distance in about 0.3 psec, the kink velocity
decreases to about 5% of its original value. Finally in
Fig. 5(d), where we have co, =5.0X 10' Hz and
0,=5.0X 10' Hz, we find that the input energy window
is very narrow, so we only show the result for 8 eV.
Comparing the four pictures in Fig. 5, me see that there
also is a window for the frequencies ~, and 0, in which
kink formation (and movement) is possible. Only in the
interval 2 X 10' Hz & co, & 5 X 10 ' Hz (maintaining

0, =0. leo&) do we see kink excitation. It is interesting
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