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We report the first observation of Autler-Townes splitting in multiphoton ionization of mole-
cules and its application to measure vibronic transition moments between excited electronic states.
The eN'ect was observed in the two-color, four-photon ionization of H2 via the resonant levels
E F Zg+ U 6 J 1 and D ' lI„, v 2, J=2. Calculations give good fits to the observed spectra.
They yield a vibronic transition moment of 2.0 0.5 a.u. between the above excited states, in

agreement with the ab initio value 1.97 a.u. calculated by Huo and JaA'e.

Multiphoton ionization (MPI) of molecules is a subject
of great interest for its potential as an analytic tool in
excited-state spectroscopy, molecular-dynamics studies
(such as ionization, dissociation, and reaction), and
species identification. The strong interaction between
molecules and high-powered laser radiation in multipho-
ton experiments may produce nonlinear effects. Two such
effects, power-broadening and optical Stark shift of
molecular spectral lines, have been observed in some re-
cent multiphoton experiments. ' ' The understanding of
these eff'ects is important if multiphoton processes are to
become a practical and common technique in analytic
chemistry.

In this Rapid Communication, we report the observa-
tion of another nonlinear eA'ect, the Autler-Townes split-
ting" of molecular spectral lines. Although it has been
observed in atoms' and in rovibrational lines in ground
electronic states in molecules, "' ' this appears to be the
first report of its observation in electronic-excited states of
molecules. The calculated MP I spectra based on a
density-matrix theory give good fits to the observed spec-
tra. These fits yield a value of the vibronic transition mo-
ment in agreement with the calculated value of Huo and
JaA'e. ' We compare the use of the Autler-Townes split-
ting to measure transition moments between excited elec-
tronic states in molecules with other methods' and dis-

cuss its advantages.
The Autler-Townes effect (also known as ac, optical, or

dynamical Stark splitting) is the high-frequency analog of
the splitting of two degenerate molecular levels by a dc
Stark field. If two molecular levels connected by an elec-
tric dipole transition moment d interact with a "pump"
laser beam of electric-field amplitude E and a frequency
detuning h, , the separation S for the two new eigenener-
gies of the "molecule+field" system is given by

S =(8 '+z') '"

upon the solution of a simple 2X2 eigenvalue problem.
Here Z=dE/6 is the Rabi frequency and we assume that
L is much larger than the molecular relaxation rates and
the laser bandwidth. In double-resonance experiments, a
second laser is used to probe these two split eigenlevels by
inducing transitions to a third level, revealing two distinct
resonance peaks. One sees from Eq. (1) that when
X &&6, the Autler-Townes separation S=X is propor-
tional to E, unlike the optical Stark shift which is propor-
tional to E . From Eq. (1), one sees that if 6 and E are
known, a measurement of S will give the transition mo-
ment d. It was proposed using this method to measure
molecular transition moments with MPI in H2 as an ex-
ample. "
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the Autler-Townes eff'ect. The same effect was observed
for several detunings of diff'erence magnitudes and/or of
opposite sign.

Labeling the X(v =O,J=1), E,F(v =6,J =1), and
D(v =2,J=2) levels as 1, 2, and 3 (with energies hco;),
respectively, and the uv and the ir lasers as lasers a and b
(with frequencies co„), respectively, we model the MPI
process as a two-color double optical resonance as shown
in Fig. 1. The density-matrix equations of motion for the
system are given by '

da11/dt y21a22+ y31a33+ ™(x12a12)

da22/dt = —I 2o22+ Im(x23a23) —Im(x12a12)

da33/dt = —I 3a3i —Im (X23a23)

da„/dt = —(t~.+r, ,/2)a„
+1X12(a22 a11)/2 1X23a13/

d a2/ddt = —(i&b+I 32/2) a23

+ lX23(a33 a22)/2+ 1X12a13/2

da„/dt = —(t'~. +1'~b+r,', /2) a 3

+ iX12a23/2 —iX23a12/2,

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(7)
where X12=+1,X2kX11,/24k is the eff'ective two-photon
Rabi frequency and the Z;~ are the Rabi frequencies
defined in Eq. (1). The detunings A„hb, and t4 are
defined as A, =2', —(co2 —coi), Ab =rob —(co3 —to2), and
Ak =uk —

co~
—m, . The y;~ is the decay rate from state i

to state j, while I; denotes the total decay rate from state i
to all the other states. This may include spontaneous radi-
ative decay, collisional quenching, and laser-induced pho-
toionization. The eff'ective transverse relaxation rates I;J
are given in terms of the transverse relaxation rates I;J
and the laser full width at half maximum bandwidths y,
and y~ as I ~&

=I ~~+ 2y„ I 3~ =I 3~+ yp, and I 3I I 3I
+2y, +yb. In Eqs. (2)-(7), the laser field ffuctuations
have been approximated by the well-known phase-
diffusion model with the resulting laser line shapes being
Lorentzian.

Since both lasers are linearly polarized, the selection
rule BMJ =0 holds so that there are three (MJ =0, ~ 1)
independent channels of MPI contributing to the total ion
signal. The two-photon Rabi frequency Xlq is calculated
from the two-photon vibronic transition moment in Ref.
15 and the rotational factors from Ref. 23. With the uv
laser intensity I, = 10' W/cm, X12 is only about 10 s
(due to large intermediate-state energy detunings Ak).
The radiative decay rate of level 2 has been measured' to
be 10 s '. The radiative decay rate of level 3 is estimat-
ed to be 3 & 10 s ' based on ab initio calculation and
its radiative decay to level 2 alone should, therefore, be
much smaller. Collisions are negligible due to very low
pressure. The ionization cross section from the level 2 by
the uv laser is estimated to be 2.6x10 ' cm so that
the ionization rate is 2.6X10' s '. The uv ionization
cross section from level 3 is estimated from Ref. 26 to be~ 10 ' cm for its final energy is much higher above the
ionization threshold than that for level 2. We have per-
formed calculations with values of this cross section

» 10 ' cm and found that the spectra changed only
very little while the peak separation (important in deter-
mining the transition moment) remained unchanged due
to dominance by other factors such as the Rabi frequency
(see discussions below). We came to the same conclusion
when we tested the ir ionization cross section from level 3
by letting its value go as high as 10 ' cm . The relative
insignificance of the ir ionization rate is due to the
moderate intensity (» 8 MW/cm2) of the ir radiation.
The vibronic transition moment (Ref. 27) @23 is an adjust-
able parameter in the fitting procedure. The rest of the
parameters such as the laser bandwidths are experimen-
tally determined. With the initial conditions that all the
population is in the ground level 1, Eqs. (2)-(7) are nu-
merically integrated for the interaction time T =5 ns to
obtain a;;(T). Since we see from above that the laser-
driven rates dominate over the spontaneous decay rates,
the ion signal is given to an excellent approximation by
the conservation of total number of molecules, P;,„=1—g, a;;(T). The results are then Doppler averaged for
300 K.

In the fitting process, the calculated spectrum for zero
ir intensity is normalized in height with the corresponding
experimental spectrum. This is necessary because the ion
signal was not measured on an absolute scale. It does not
affect the subsequent determination of pp3. Then the peak
separations of an entire set of observed spectra for
nonzero ir po~ers can be fitted with one value of pq3. One
such set of calculated spectra is shown in Fig. 2
[(a')-(d')] for comparison. This procedure yields a value
for pq3 to be 2.0 ~ 0.5 a.u. , where the estimated errors are
largely due to the uncertainty in the measured average ir
intensity. This is in good agreement with the ab initio
value 1.97 a.u. calculated by Huo and Jaffe. ' In the fu-
ture, the use of narrow-band single-mode lasers will im-
prove the accuracy of the experiment and facilitate the
modeling.

We note that in the above method, the determination of
the peak separation of the Autler-Townes doublet (and
hence X) is a frequency measurement, which can be done
usually with high accuracy. Another advantage of the
method is that in the strong saturation regime, the accura-
cy of the determined transition moment does not depend
critically on precise knowledge of the molecular relaxation
rates, the photoionization rates, or the laser bandwidths.
To illustrate this point, we compare the value of 6.3 cm
for the peak separation obtained from fitting the results of
Eqs. (2)-(7) to Fig. 2(d), with that of S calculated from
Eq. (1) in which all relaxation and decay rates are
neglected. Using the measured value of the vibronic tran-
sition moment, we obtain 3.6 cm ' for MJ = ~ 1 and 4. 1

cm ' for MJ=0 (corresponding to frequencies = 10"
s ') for the values of X23 at 10 mJ ir pulse energy. These
are much larger than the molecular relaxation rates, the
photoionization rates, and the laser bandwidths, indicat-
ing strong saturation. Substitution of the above values of
X23 and the ir laser detu ning hb =4.8 cm ' into Eq. ( 1 )
gives 6.0 cm ' (MJ=+'1) and 6.3 cm ' (MJ=O) for
the peak separation S. These values are indeed almost
identical to the fitted value 6.3 cm

One may extend the above measurement to obtain the
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vibronic transition moments of vibrational bands within
the same pair of electronic states and attempt to deduce
the electronic transition moment by the R-centroid ap-
proximation. Field and co-workers' ' have viewed the
conventional methods (absorption coefficients, Auores-
cence intensities, and radiative lifetimes)' o of deter-
mining the transition moment and discussed their draw-
backs compared to their laser gain method. In order to
obtain absolute values of the transition moments, these
techniques generally require absolute measurements of
populations, fluorescence intensities, or lifetimes of radia-
tive decay to numerous lower states, whereas the method
here is pairwise state selective, independent of absolute
population and requires only the measurement of laser in-
tensity and frequency detuning. These features makes it
particularly advantageous for measuring transition mo-
ments between excited electronic states.

In summary, we have observed Autler-Townes splitting
in excited electronic states of molecules using MPI of H2.
Calculated results give good fits to the observed spectra.
We have determined the E,F(U =6)-D(U =2) vibronic
transition moment to be 2.0 ~ 0.5 a.u. , in agreement with
the ab initio value 1.97 a.u. of Huo and JaAe. ' The
method appears well suited for extracting transition mo-

ments between stable excited states. It is possible, in prin-
ciple, to extend the measurement to deduce electronic
transition moments by the R-centroid approximation.

We wish to thank Winifred Huo for helpful discussions
and for providing us with unpublished results from Ref.
15. This work was supported by the U. S. Department of
Energy, Office of Basic Energy Sciences, Division of
Chemical Sciences.
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