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The three-dimensional diffusion of an asymmetric-top molecule is described in terms of the linked

translational and rotational Langevin equations both written in the moving frame of reference, The
terms appearing in these equations suggest the existence of cross-correlation tensors in the moving

frame (1,2,3) and in the laboratory frame (x,y, z). Their existence has been confirmed by molecular-

dynamics computer simulation both in the absence and presence of a strong external electric field of
force. The symmetry group to which the cross-correlation tensors belong depends on the variables

being correlated, and changes when the field is applied. The latter is capable of generating cross-

correlations which otherwise have no existence, and may therefore be used experimentally to isolate

the cross-correlation functions from the ever-present autocorrelation functions which form the
"background" to the ensemble molecular dynamics. It is shown that some off-diagonal elements ex-

ist in frame (x,y, z) in the absence of the field, thus invalidating the basic hypothesis of the theory of
rotational diffusion.

I. INTRODUCTION

The rotational diffusion in three dimensions of the
asymmetric-top molecule can be described in terms of a
Langevin equation. ' This is written in the moving frame
(1,2,3} of the molecular principal moments of inertia, be-
cause in that frame there is a linear relation between the
angular velocity and momentum. However, when the
center of mass of the rotating molecule is also translating
in the laboratory frame (x,y,z), the problem arises of how
to write down and solve the appropriate Langevin equa-
tions. In this paper progress is made toward obtaining
such a solution by use of a digital computer simulation. 3

A translational Langevin equation is written in this pa-
per in a rotating frame of reference (1,2,3}' by making a
transformation from the laboratory frame (x,y,z). It is
then straightforward to derive the moving-frame transla-
tional Langevin equation in which the molecular angular
velocity appears as a natural variable. This variable is
also driven by the standard2 Euler-Langevin equation for
rotational diffusion so the two equations, translational
and rotational, are linked analytically. This procedure
produces six equation in six unknowns and computer
simulation can be used to establish which terms in these
equations are correlated statistically and which are not.
Correlation tensors between these terms can then be com-
puted and their symmetry studied.

II. THE LANGEVIN EQUATIONS

Consider a coordinate system (1,2,3) whose origin coin-
cides with that of the laboratory frame (x,y, z) but which
rotates with respect to the latter at the angular velocity co,
defined as being the molecular angular velocity. It fol-
lows from elementary dynamics ' that

[v](x y, *)= [v+a) X r](1,2, 3)

[v](1 2 3Y =[v+ ra X rl(xys) ~

[v](„„,) ——[v+ 2ai Xv+ co Xr+ ta X (a) X r) ](1 2 3)

[v](1 2, 3)' —[v+2t'aXv+oy Xr+taX (to X r)](,,„,,) ~ (4)

The subscripts in these equations mean that every vec-
tor on the right-hand side (rhs} or left-hand side (lhs) is
defined with respect to that frame of reference. The vec-
tor r defines the position of the molecular center of mass;
v is the center-of-mass linear velocity and ai the molecu-
lar angular velocity in either fraine of reference, being de-
fined as the angular velocity of one frame with respect to
the other. If a moving frame, (1,2,3), is now defined as
that of the three principal molecular moments of inertia,
and therefore with origin at r in frames (x,y,z) or (1,2,3)',
then

[~](1,2, 3)'~[~1(1,2.3) (8)

Note that the root-mean-square components of v in frame
(1,2,3) are not the same on the average, i.e.,

( U2 ))/2~(U2 ))/2@( U2 )1/2 (9)

in contrast to

( 2)1/2 ( 2)1/2 ( 2)1/2

the usual laboratory-frame result for an isotropic liquid.
It follows froin Eq. (9) that the translational friction coef-
ficient in the moving frame of reference is not a scalar,
but a tensor with three differential diagonal components,

[r](1 2 3)'= [0](12 3),

[v+ai X r](1,2, 3)
—= [v](1 2, 3),

[v+2ai Xv+caXr+a) X(coXr)](1,2 3)

= [v+2co X v](( 2 3), (7)
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'~

Ul+2(M2U3 &3U2)+plV1 Wlu ~

vi+ 2(coiu i
—ioiui ) +Pius ——Wz„,

Ui+2(coiui —co2ui )+pius ——Wq„.

{12)

(13)

(14}

In Eqs. (12)—{14)it can be seen that the angular veloci-

ty ai is present as a natural component of the Coriolis ac-
celeration [2' X v](i J 3) with respect to frame (1,2,3). The
angular velocity [ai]~ i 2 ii in frame (1,2,3) is also driven by
a rotational Langevin equation in this frame, which can
be written as

Iicoi (Iz I—i) i i+IiPia)i Ii Wi——,

I2coz (I3 —
1 ) 3 i+ Izp2coi Ii Wi,——

I3C0$ (Ii Ii )CO CiO 2+I3p3C03 I3 W3

(15)

(16)

(17)

In Eqs. (15)—(17), Ii, Ii, and I& are the three principal
molecular moments of inertia; pi, p2, and p& are the three
rotational friction coefficients of the Euler-Langevin
equation and 8'&, 8'2, and 8'3 are the three rotational
Wiener processes.

A. Special cases

p„p2, and p&. This means that the translational

Langevin equation in frame (1,2,3) is

[v+2roXv+pv=W](i i i), (11)

or, in component form,

and by

COi =C02=COi (=Col),
(21a)

Ui
——Ui ——Ui ( =U),

so that the Coriolis terms in Eqs. (12)—(14) disappear, and

the set of translational equations. (12)—(14) becomes fully

independent of the rotational equations (15)—(17).

Ui+U2+U3

pipi+pi .
(21b)

Condition (21} means that the Coriolis term in Eqs.
(12)—(14) is finite even when

COi =CO2=COg ( =CO),

pi=pi=pi {=p}
(22)

The three-dimensional roto-translational equations for
the molecular spherical top are therefore

D. The molecular spherical top

A molecule of Os or T~ symmetry is a nondipolar
spherical top. It is also possible to approximate to condi-
tion (19) quite closely with a number of dipolar molecules.
In this case condition (21) is not necessarily true. For ex-

ample, in a T~-symmetry molecule, such as CC14, resis-
tance to the translating (1,2,3) frame in the C-Cl axis is

not necessarily the same as that perpendicular to this axis,
so

When there is no rotation, then

[ai ]( i, 2, p )
=0 ~

and we recover the translational Langevin equation in
frame (1,2,3):

vi + 2'(Us —Uz)+Pivi = Wiz,
0

V2+ 2'(Ui —Up )+ppV2 = W2p,

V3+ M(V2 —Vi }+p3U3= W3U

(23)

(24)

[Ui+ piu; = W„;](i i 3) (i = 1,2, 3) . (18)

Similarly, when there is no translation, Eqs. (12)—(14)
vanish, leaving Eqs. (15)—(17), the standard Euler-
Langevin equations. Therefore the system (12)—(17)
reduces to the correct translational and rotational limits.

Iai+IPru=IW, (26)

where p is the scalar rotational friction coefficient, and W
is the rotational Wiener process. The set of Eqs.
(23)—(25) becomes completely decoupled from Eq. (26)
only when

8. Spherical top and perfect sphere
U2=U3 =0, (27)

I) ——I2 ——I3 . (19}

C. A perfectly spherical body

It is necessary to make a careful distinction between the
perfect sphere and the molecular spherical top of Td or
Os symmetry, for example. This is because there is no ro-
tation to translation cross correlation in the perfect
sphere, ' but this is not necessarily true for the molecular
spherical top, where

i.e., when the translational motion is constrained to the I
axis of the moving frame (1,2,3). This kind of motion can
be visualized if the rotation is confined to a plane. In this
special case there will be no correlation between the
molecular angular velocity and the center of mass linear
velocity perpendicular to the plane in which the molecule
rotates.

In general, for the three-dimensional diffusion of the
spherical top molecule there will be statistical correlation
between the angular velocity and center-of-mass linear
velocity in frame (1,2,3},according to Eqs. (23)—(26).

In this case condition (19) is supplemented by

pi=p2=p3 (=p},

pi=p2. =p3 {=p},
(20)

E. Linear, nondipolar molecule (the thin rod)

In this case,

I) ——I2 ——I, I3 ——0 . (28)
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The purely geometrical constraint (28) is supplemented

by additional constraints on the friction coefficients,

3
——0,

(29)

3
——0,

(30)

and on the angular velocity,

N~ =N2=CO, N3=0 . (31)

The set of Eqs. (12)—(17) therefore reduces in complexi-
ty, but it is clear that its translational and rotational com-
ponents remain interlinked in frame (1,2,3) so that certain
types of statistical cross-correlation survive in this case
too.

[v](xyx) —[v](1,2, 3) 28U3e2+28U2e3 (33)

where e2 and e3 are unit vectors in the 2 and 3 axes,
respectively, of the frame (1,2,3). By definition,

u

co( =8,

F. Rotational motion confined to a plane

In this case the angular velocity reduces to a scalar
quantity, which can be written as

[~](x,y, x) [a)](),2, 3)=8 ~

The moving frame (1,2,3) in this case spins around one
axis, e.g., the I axis, which remains fixed in an axis of the
laboratory frame (x,y,z). Equation (7), under this con-
straint, becomes

U(+p)v) ——W)„, 8+p8=W, (39)

u

U2 —28vi+)82U2 ——W2»

v&+28v2+ p&v& ——W»,

(40)

(41)

8+P8= W, (42)

and there is cross-correlation in frame (1,2,3).
The nature of this mutual infiuence of rotation upon

translation can be shown clearly in the limit

P2=P2=P=O (43)

and there is no analytical link between the translational
and rotational Langevin diffusion. The two equations in
(39) are fully independent in frame (1,2,3). More general-
ly, the two types of diffusion become independent when
any two components of the linear velocity vanish in frame
(1,2,3).

Interestingly, the equations also decouple for a/1 v) if
U2 —U3 This follows by setting v2 ——v& in Eqs. (35)—(38)
and then adding Eqs. (36) and (37), assuming p2 p3.
This limit describes the motion of a perfect disk which is
constrained to rotate around axis I, but whose center of
mass can translate in the plane perpendicular to the I
axis. In this limit there is no statistical correlation be-
tween the two types of diffusion, which therefore have no
infiuence on each other. This explains, roughly speaking,
why a spinning top will remain in one spot if its axis of
rotation remains vertical, i.e., as long as it rotates in a
plane. As soon as it is tilted out of that plane, the point
of contact with the ground will move, or attempt to move,
as the center of mass of the top attempts to translate.

If the molecule is not a perfect disk, then in the pres-
ence of the constraint vi ——0 the Langevin diffusion is
described by

Q)p =N3 =0,
(34) i.e., when the frictional potential energy is removed from

the Hamiltonian. The Langevin equations then become

and the set (12)—(17) simplifies to
u

v) +P)v) = Wiu

U2 —28vi+P2U2 = Wiu ~

Ui +28U 2+pivi ——Wq»

(36}

U2 —28U3 ——0,
Ui +28U2 =0,
8=0.

(37) Rearranging Eqs. (44)—(46) gives

(44)

(45)

(46)

8+P8= W . (38) :,+4e'U, =0, (47)

Equations (35)—(38) describe the Langevin diffusion of an
asymmetric-top molecule whose rotational motion has
been confined to a plane, but which is otherwise free to
translate in three dimensions, i.e., its center of mass can
move in any direction defined by the three axes 1, 2, and 3
of frame (1,2,3). Equations (35)—(38) show that cross-
correlation between rotation and translation survives in
this limit in frame (1,2,3). The cross-correlation vanishes
when, for example, v2 ——U3 ——0, i.e., when the motion of
the asymmetric top is such that its center of mass
translates only in axis I, around which it is simultaneous-
ly constrained to rotate. (This conclusion is the same as
that already reached for the spherical top. ) In this very
special limit,

which is Hooke's law, with
t ..8= 6P Ch =const .

0

Similarly,

U3+48 U3 ——0 .

Depending on the magnitude of the constant angular velo-
city, 8, therefore, the translational velocity components
U2 and U3 move in an oscillatory fashion. This type of
motion is that of an asymmetric top initially set spinning
in a plane about a point which is not its center of mass,
and then left to translate free of any Langevin friction.
Equations (47) and (48) [written as they are in the moving
frame (1,2,3}] describe modulati'ons of the center-of-mass



M. W. EVANS 33

velocity [v](,„,) due to the spinning motion, taking place
with an angular velocity 8, which is, of course, the same
in both frames of reference. This simply means that the
center of mass of the molecule will translate alternatively
more quickly and more slowly in the laboratory frame
(x,y,z) as the molecule continues its offset rotation. The
autocorrelation functions (ACF's} of vz and v& from Eqs.
(47) and (48) are

A )
——A„e)„+Aye)@+A,e), ,

A 2 ——A„e2„+Aye2y+ A, e2, ,

A3 ——A„e3„+A e3 +A,e3, „

(51)

(52)

(53)

~here e~, e2, and e3 are unit vectors in the three principal
molecular moments of inertia. The Coriolis acceleration
2m(t) Xv(t) also back-transforms as

( vz(t)vz(0)) = (vz(0))cos8t,

(v (t)v (0})=(v (0))cos8t .

(49)
(toXv)) =(toXv), e»+(tzi Xv)»e,»+(mXv), e», (54)

(50)
(toXv)z (ai ——Xv),ez„+(ruXv)»e»+(ai X v),ez, ,

(eti Xv)& (re——X v), ei„+(ai X v)»ei»+(to Xv),e3, .

(55)

(56)

The original translational Langevin equation in the labo-
ratory frame is well known to be'III. SACK-TRANSFORMATION

INTO THE LABORATORY FRAME
[V+puV](z» z) [ ](z,»,z) (57)

These clearly depend on 8 [=8(t) =const] and this illus-

trates how rotational motion can affect translation in one
simple limit.

Any of the moving-frame equations in the preceding
section can be back-transformed into the laboratory frame
(x,y, z) with the general relations for any vector quantity
A:

and, therefore, by back-transforming Eqs. (12)—(14) into
frame (x,y,z) and comparing term by term its components
with those of Eq. (57), we obtain

v, +p„v, =v, (e)„+ez,+ei, )+2((oX v), (e)„+ez„+ei„)+v„(pie)„+fez„+pie 3 ),
v»+P„v» =v»(ei»+e»+e»)+2(e»X v)»(ei»+e»+ei»)+v»(Piei»+Pie»+Psei»),

v, +P„v, =v', (ei, +et, +ei, )+2(co Xv),(e),+et, +ei, )+v, (P)e),+fez, +Pie3 )

(58)

(59)

(60)

These identities show that the original translational
Langevin equation contains equivalent roto-translational
components, namely the components 2(m Xv), 2(co Xv)»,
and 2(to Xv), of the Coriolis acceleration in the laboratory
frame (x,y, z}. (Confirmation of the existence of these
terms in the laboratory frame is given later in this paper
by computer simulation. ) Therefore, as soon as considera-
tion is taken of tz»&0, the basic structure of the original
translational Langevin equation itself is changed. In the
limit to=0 (i.e., if, and only if, ai=0) the structure of the
original 1906 equation of Langevin is regained if we make
the identities

e)~+eg~+e3z —=1

pie). +pie& +hei. =p, —
(61)

(62)

Note that Eqs. (61) and (62) are not necessarily true for
tip+0

It is especially interesting to note the effect of an exter-
nal electric field on a dipolar asymmetric top diffusing ac-
cording to Eqs. (58} to (60). The electric field is known'
to take effect through a torque —pa XE on each molecule
of the ensemble. If for the sake of argument the axis of }(t,
the net molecular dipole moment, coincides with the 1

axis of the principal molecular moment of inertia frame
(1,2,3), and if the field E is applied in the z axis of the
laboratory frame, then the average value of e» at time t
over each molecule in the ensemble ~11 increase. The dis-
tribution of components of orientation among Eqs.

IV. CROSS-CORRELATION FUNCTIONS

From the set of Eqs. (12}—(17), we can choose nine
cross —fluctuation-dissipation terms

( Wi„(t)W)(0) ),
( $V,„(t)W', (0)),
( 8;„(t)W, (0)),
& IV,„(t)IV, (0) &,

( IV,„(t)IV, (0)),
( w, „(t)w, (0)),
( IV,„(t)IV,(0)),
( IVi„(t)W) (0)),
( W,„(t)W, (0) ) .

(63)

(64)

(65)

(58)—(60) is therefore changed. In contrast, it is not possi-
ble to say anything about the effect of an external electric
field from the original Langevin equation (57), whereas it
is known from computer simulation that certain cross-
correlation functions (CCF's) between the molecular linear
center-of-mass velocity v and its own angular velocity be-
come directly visible in the laboratory frame (x,y,z) when
the field is applied and the sample becomes anisotropic.
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In Langevin dynamics' each of these is proportional
to a frequency-independent diffusion coefficient, which is

the result both of translation and rotation. More general-

ly, each is a time-dependent memory function. ' Each can

be expanded as a sum of cross-correlation functions in the
moving frame (1,2,3) and these CCF's can be back-
transformed into the laboratory frame (x,y, z). For exam-

ple,

( W»(t) W, (0) ) = ( {vi(t)+2[to2(t)u3(t) —to3(t)u2(t)]+Pivi(t) I [Iicoi(0)—(I2 I3—)cop(0)c03(0)+Ii@,to, (0)]} .

The existence of statistical cross-correlation between the
two Wiener processes in this equation can now be ascer-
tained by calculating or computing each term on the rhs
of Eq. (14), i.e., each CCF of time. This can be achieved

by molecular-dynamics computer simulation. '

A. Computer-simulation algorithm and methods

The sample used in this simulation consisted of 108

CH2Clz molecules at 296 K with a molar volume of
8.0X10 m . The pair potential was a simple 3X3 site-

site type with interaction parameters as follows: '

e(C1-Cl)/k =173.5 K, e(CH2-CH2)/k =70.5 K,
o(CHz-CH2) =3.96 A, o(C1-Cl) =3.35 A,

Similarly, for all t,

((2to Xv) i(t)to2(0)to3(0) ) =0,
((2' Xv),(t)~o,(0)to, (0))=0,
((2' X v)3(t)toi(0)to2(0) ) =0,
((2' X v) i(t)to3(0)toi(0) ) =0,
((2' Xv)i(t)toi(0)to, (0) ) =0,
((2' Xv)z(t)toz(0)to&(0) ) =0,
((2ro X v)2(t)toi(0ko2(0) ) =0,
((2to X v)s(t)co2(0)to&(0) ) =0,
((2to X v)s(t)co3(0)toi(0) ) =0 .

(76)

(77)

(78)

(79)

(80)

(81)

(83)

(84)

8. Cross-section functions from the computer simulations

Nearly all the different possible types of CCF which
appear in the expansion of (63)—(65) were simulated in
this way, both in frames (1,2,3) and (x,y, z). Note that
these results ore not solutions of the Langevin equations
but computer simulations based on classical nonequilibri-
um statistical mechanics. '

In the moving frame, the following results were ob-
tained (for all t}:

( ui(t)coz(0)co3(0) ) =0,
( V2(t)to3(0)Cot(0) ) =0,
( v3 (t)toi(0}to&(0)) =0

( vi(t)co3(0)cubi(0) ) =0,
( V2(t)toi(0)co&(0) ) =0,
( V3( t)top(0)oi3(0) & =0

( ui (t)oui(0)~2(0) ) =0,
( V2(t)to2(0)~3(0) ) 0

( V3(t)co3(0)coi(0) ) =0 .

(67)

(68)

(69)

(73)

(75)

qci ———0.15
~

e ~, qcH =0.30
~

e
~

.

After equilibration the CCF's were calculated with the
use of running-time averaging" using segments of about
2700 time steps each of 5.0X10 ' sec recorded every
three time steps. Using two or more segments provided
an estimate of the reliability of the computed CCF's. Us-

ing the field-on method of computer simulation,
developed and described elsewhere, ' the simulations were
repeated in the presence of a z-axis electric field E.

Results for some of the other types of CCF's are summa-
rized in Table I, where a + sign denotes the existence of
the CCF for t&0. The symbol 6 means that none of the
elements of the CCF could be detected above the comput-
er noise. It can be seen, for example, that the diagonal
elements of (v(t)eo (0) ) [i.e., the three elements of
(v(t) to(0))] all vanish in the moving and laboratory
frames, but some elements off the diagonal of the tensor
CCF exist' ' ' in frame (1,2,3). The same is true for
(v(t)eo (0)), (v(t)to (0)), and (v(tk)(0)).

Therefore, there is enough information available from
the computer simulation to show that all the CCF's on the
rhs of Eq. (66) vanish for all t. This confirms, therefore,
that every term in the expansion of (Wi„(t)Wi(0)) is

separately zero, and similarly for (W2, (t)Wz(0)} and

( W3 (t) W3(0) ). The cross-diffusion coefficients associat-
ed with Eq. (63) therefore all vanish:

( W, „(t)W, (0))=0,
( W,„(t)W, (0) }=0,
( W3 (t) Wp(0) ) =0

(85)

Cross-correlation function

(v(t) &&re(t).v(0) }
(v(t)ro (0)}

( v(t) X ru(t) v (0) )
(m(t) X v(t)oi (0)}
(co(t) X v(t) co(0) )

(v(t) to(0))

(1,2,3)

TABLE I. Some cross-correlation functions from the com-
puter simulation.

Frame
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comput~ both in the laboratory frame (x,y, i) and the
f me (1 2 3) fhese CCF's deal with the inter-

relation b,tween te~s such as ~(t) Xr(t},which appmr in
the translational equation (86) and the angular velocit
which appears in Eqs. (15)—(17)

The computer simulation provides the results summa-
rized in matrix form in Table II. This table illustrates the
different symmetries of the various cross-correlation ma-
trices listed below. Out of the very many possible new
CCF's suggested by the structure of the rotating-frame
Langevin equations, ten are given below:

TABLE II. Symmetry of the CCF matrices.

Matrix

Ci(t)

( x,y, z) (x,y, z)+E, (1,2,3) (1,2,3) + E,

C,(t)

C3(t)

C4(t)

Cg(t)

C6(t)

Cp(t)

C8(t)

C9(t)

10(t)
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C, (t), C,(t),
( v(t) Xai(t)v (O) )
("o))& '(o)&'" '

(ai(t) Xv(t)m (0) )
( '(o)&&"(o)&'" '

(t0(t) x [te(t) x r(t)]~ (0) )
&t0'(o)&&t0'(o)&' '(r'(o)&'" '

(r(t)xt0(t)r (O))

("(o)&& '(o)&'" '

( v( t) X t0(t)r (0) )
&U'(o)&'/2&~'(o))'/2(r'(o))'" '

(re(t) X r(t)v'(O) )
8

( 2(() ) ) 1/2( 2(o ) ) i /2( U z(o ) ) 1/2

([v(t) xr0(t)]Iai(O) x[ai(o) xr(o)]I')
(U'(o))' '(t0'(o))' '(to'(o))(r'(o))' '

(ro(t) X r(t)ai(0) )
( '2(o))(r2(o))i/2

The nine elements of each of these CCF's have been
computed in both frames in the absence and presence of
the z-axis electric field E. Here, r is the position vector
of the molecular center of mass as defined already (see
Appendix). It can be seen from Table II that few of the
CCF's exist above the noise. In other words, the dynam-
ics of cross correlation is highly selective in nature in both
frames. From the perspective of Table II it can be seen
that the effect of the electric field is to promote the ex-
istence of a number of off-diagonal elements, e.g., those of
Ci(t) in the table in the laboratory frame and those of
C4(t) in the moving frame.

The following can be seen in Table II.

(i) None of the off-diagonal elements can be observed in
frame (1,2,3) for E=o.

(ii) CCF matrices of the type ( A(t) X re(t)A (0) ) [e.g. ,
C2(t), C&(t), and C6(t)] belong to the same symmetry
group and indeed behave similarly, in that only the diago-
nal elements of frame (1,2,3) exist for E)0. All the
cross-correlation in this case is "concentrated" into these
elements, which are, consequently, quite intense (Fig. 5).

(iii) As already mentioned, only C4(t) in Table II exists
for E=O in frame (x,y,z), and then only the off-diagonal
elements. These have been illustrated elsewhere' in full
detail, and are summarized in Fig. 1(b). The existence of
these interesting functions of time implies that a complete
theory of molecular diffusion cannot be made purely rota-
tional' or purely translational for the sake of mathemati-
cal convenience. Other off-diagonal elements of this type
may exist' or other types of cross-correlation and this
will be the subject of further work with different molecu-
lar symmetries. '

As for (ii), the CCF's Ci(t), C4(t), and C5(t) are the same
type, (te(t) XB(t)ra (0) ), but for this group, elements of
Ci and C5 do not seem to exist in the laboratory frame, or
if they do, are so weak in intensity that they could not be
detected above the noise of the simulation. These results„

0:l5—
(o)

r) —0.'I

0.05—' 0.05

!

0 J !}

0 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.6 ps
S

~ 1,1
0.05 -' 0.05

0—

0.3 0.6
J . Los

FIG. 5. Moving-frame, diagonal, elements of C2(t): (a) field

off; (b) field on.

and others like them, cannot be explained easily on the
grounds of parity inversion symmetry the symmetry ar-
gument becomes inapplicable in the presence of the elec-
tric field, because the classical Hamiltonian is then no
longer invariant to parity reversal. This leaves computer
simulation as the only available contemporary method of
investigating single-molecule CCF's in the theory of dif-
fusion. It is anticipated that analytical technique' and
analogue circuit simulation' ' will soon develop to the
stage where they could provide independent checks on the
results presented in this paper.

Finally, we can identify the symmetry properties of Ci
in the laboratory frame (x,y, z) with those of the matrix9

Cii(t)=(v(t)co (0)) .

Previous work has shown that the response of Cii to an
electric field is, in terms of symmetry, identical with that
of Ci, i.e., the (x,y) and (y,x) elements appear when the
electric field E is applied in the z axis of frame (x,y, z).
This is important from an experimental point of view, be-
cause spectral data in the presence of an electric field con-
tain information on statistical cross-correlation which
does not exist in the absence of the field. The application
of an electric field to a molecular liquid promotes the
existence of new cross-correlations. This finding invali-
dates theories, for example, of electric-field-induced
birefringence based purely on rotational diffusion. ' Note
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that the basic assumption of rotational diffusion theory it-
self is incompatible with the existence of off-diagonal ele-

ments of C4 directly in the frame (x,y, z) in the absence of
an electric field. This is another important finding of di-
gital computer simulation if verified independently.
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APPENDIX: DEFINITION OF THE POSITION
VECTOR r IN FRAME (1,2,3)

For the purpose of computing the cross-section func-
tions Ci(t) to C,c(t) in the text, the position vector r is
defined for each of the 108 molecules by

f vl(x, y, z) (r)(x,y, s) (A4)

These three equations define a frame rotation from the
laboratory frame (x,y, z) to the frame of the principal
molecular moments of inertia. Equations (Al)—(A3) are a
special case of Eqs. (51)—(53) of the text with A—:r.

Note that there is an apparent contradiction between

Eq. (5) and (Al) —(A3). The explanation of this is that
Eq. (5) always refers to an origin at each molecule's center
of mass (where the axes of the three principal moments of
inertia intersect), whereas in definitions (Al) —(A3) one
takes r for each molecule as first defined ioith respect to
an origin in the laboratory frame ( xy, )z and then projects
the laboratory frame on to the principal moment of iner-
tia axes of each molecule in the ensemble at each time
step.

The moving-frame translational Langevin equation (11)
and the well-known moving-frame rotational Euler-
Langevin equations (15)—(17) contain no explicit term in
r because they are not explicitly defined with respect to
any fixed point in the laboratory space. Equation (11)
does, however, contain r implicitly through the extra equa-
tion
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