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Atomic bremsstrahlung produced by heavy-ion bombardments
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In accordance with the plane-wave Born approximation, contribution of atomic bremsstrahlung (AB) in

heavy-ion-atom collisions has been estimated and compared with experimental results. It is found that AB
is negligibly small in symmetric or nearly symmetric collisions, whereas it becomes predominant in asym-
metric collisions. Thus continuum x rays produced in asymmetric heavy-ion —atom collisions, which have
not fully been interpreted yet, can be understood by taking account of the atomic bremsstrahlung.

Continuum or broad spectral x rays produced in heavy-
ion —atom collisions have been interpreted in terms of
molecular-orbital (MO) process' and radiative electron cap-
ture. Especially, the intensity of MO x rays is much en-
hanced when an electron orbital of the projectile well over-
laps with that of the target atom. ' Up to the present,
several ideas and experimental results on the production of
these x rays have been reported and recently summarized
by Anholt. Stott and Waddington have observed the x
rays in cases of asymmetric collision and reported that the
intensity of the continuum x rays from a Au target bom-
barded with C, 0, Cl, and Br ions, cannot be explained in
terms of Mo x rays. Anholt and Saylor have calculated the
cross sections of radiative ionization (RI) for 0+Zr and
0+ Au collisions. Further, Anholt and Salin' have estimat-

I

ed the contribution of quasimolecular bremsstrahlung
(QMB) in Kr+Ti collisions. The contribution of RI and
QMB, however, was found to be negligibly small in compar-
ison with the experimental x-ray yields observed in these
collisions, and the continuum x rays produced in asym-
metric collision still remain to be solved.

Recently, we have calculated the cross section of atomic
bremsstrahlung (AB) in the case of light-ion bombardments
and have shown that AB is predominant in the region of
high x-ray energy. By using the method previously de-
veloped, we estimate here the contribution of AB in the
heavy-ion-atom collision, which corresponds to QMB. The
T-matrix element TfI of AB for heavy-ion bombardments,
following the same way as was done in our recent report, 8 is
given by
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where Zp (ZT), Np (Nr), ep; (eri), Xi (xiii), and Hp (Hr)
are, respectively, the atomic number, the number of elec-
trons, energy of the initial electron state, the wave function
of the initial electron. state, and the Hamiltonian of elec-
trons of the projectile ion (the target atom); m, is the elec-
tron rest mass, h q the transfer momentum of the incident
ion, tr0 energy of the emitted photon, r, (rk) the position
vector with respect to the projectile nucleus (the target nu-

cleus), V; the differential operator of r„and e the polariza-
tion vector of the photon.

In the derivation of Eq. (I), the condition qa « mr/m,
and mp/m, is assumed, where mp (mr) is mass of the pro-
jectile nucleus (the target nucleus) and a is the radius of the
target atom or the incident ion; this means that the nuclear
bremsstrahlung can be neglected. Then, the dipole approxi-
mation can be applied to the radiative interaction. Electrons
of the target atom and the projectile are classified according
to the nucleus with which they belong, and the Coulomb in-
teraction between a target electron and a projectile electron
might be neglected.

By taking the wave functions X and ili as a single product
of hydrogenlike functions, the production cross section of
atomic bremsstrahlung for heavy-ion bombardments can be

31 1168 1985 The American Physical Society



31 BRIEF REPORTS 1169

expressed by
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s(z, ,N, , q) =s, (Z, ,N, ,q) s, (—z, ,N, ,q),
where, ao, 0, , v~, and 0„are the Bohr radius, the fine-
structure constant, velocity of the projectile, and the emis-
sion angle of photon with respect to the direction of incident
particles, respectively, and the expressions of Si and S2
have been given in our recent article.

It is seen from Eq. (2) that the cross section of AB van-
ishes in the case of symmetric collision (Z~= Zr and N~

j

I= Nr ) . This fact corresponds to the case of Z~ / m~
=ZT/mT in the nuclear-bremsstrahlung production, and

just reflects the characteristic of the dipole radiation.
The calculation is now compared with experimental

results on heavy-ion bombardments. Figure 1 shows com-
parison of the present calculation with the experimental
result on Ti bombarded with 1.4-MeV/amu Kr ions. The
ordinate represents the continuum x-ray yields for the thick
target. The experimental results were taken from Figs. 4
and 7 in Ref. 9 and are shown by the dot and dashed line.
The thick-target yields of AB were estimated from

d(jyr0) & o ~ S E' ~ d to)) dQ„
(3)

where E~ is incident energy of the projectile, S(E~) the
stopping power' of the target for the projectile with energy
E~', and W~(E~') the number of electrons of the incident ion
with energy E~' and was estimated from the equilibrium
charge state" of the projectile in the target material. The
solid line in Fig. 1 represents the prediction of AB calculat-
ed from Eq. (3). It is seen in Fig. I that the present theory
of AB can well reproduce the experimental result. The
target-atom dependence of the continuum x-ray yield for
1.4-MeV/amu Kr, Ni, and Ti bombardments is shown,
respectively, in Figs. 2, 3, and 4, where the data points

l

represent the thick-target yields at the. reduced x-ray energy
t (=leo/EIUS

—) =0.7, ExU being the E x-ray energy of the
a& a& a&

united atom; the dashed curves show the prediction of Mo
x rays based on the scaling-law method by Anholt multi-
plied by factors of 1.1, 2.1, and 1.5, respectively, for Kr, Ni,
and Ti bombardments. The solid curves are the thick-target
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FIG. 1. Continuum x-ray yields for a thick Ti target bombarded
with 1.4-MeV/amu Kr ions. The dot and dashed line represents the
experimental results taken from Figs. 4 ands 7 in Ref. 9. The solid
line is the prediction of atomic bremsstrahlung calculated from
EQ. (3).

ZT
FIG. 2. Target-atom dependence of the continuum x ray pro-

duced by 1.4 MeV/amu Kr ion bombardments. The data points
{Ref. 9) show thick-target yields of continuum x rays at the photon
energy v=0.7. The dashed line represents the scaling-law calcula-
tion of two-collision Mo x rays by Anholt {Ref. 9), multiplied by
1.1, and the solid line is the prediction of atomic bremsstrahlung
from Eq. (3).
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