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Doubly differential cross sections of secondary electrons ejected from gases
by electron impact: 50—400 eV on N2

T. W. Shyn
Space Physics Research Laboratory, University ofMichigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109

{Received 15 December 1982)

Doubly differential cross sections of secondary electrons ejected from N2 by electron im-

pact have been measured by a crossed-beam method. The incident energies used were 50,
70, 100, 200, and 400 eV. The energy and angular range of secondary electrons measured

were from 1.0 eV to one-half of the difference between the incident energy and ionization

potential and 12' to 156', respectively. The present results have been compared with two

previous measurements and considerable discrepancies mere found.

I. INTRODUCTION

Total ionization cross sections of N2 by elytron
impact have been measured by Tate and Smith, '

Rapp and Englander-Golden, and Schram et al.
The doubly differential cross sections (DDCS) of
secondary electrons from N2 have been measured by
Opal et al. and DuBois and Rudd. The energy
and angular range of secondary electrons in the mea-
surements of Opal et a1. were from 4 eV to one-half
the incident energy and from 30' to 150', respective-
ly. The range of incident energy used was from 50
to 2000 eV. DuBois and Rudd had an energy range
of secondary electrons from 4 eV to the difference
between the incident energy and ionization potential,
and an angular range of 10'—150'. The incident en-

ergies used were 100, 250, and 500 eV. Neither mea-
surements covered the low-energy range of the
secondary electrons below 4 eV from where a large
kaction (as much as 50%) of the ionization cross
section comes, and they do not agree with each other
in the shape of the DDCS's of the secondary elec-
trons as well as the magnitude of the differential
cross section and the total ionization cross sections.
Both measurements mentioned above include disso-
ciative ionizations (N+} in addition to the direct-
ionization cross sections (N2+, Nq +, etc.}. Crowe
and McConkey have measured the dissociative and
single ionization cross sections of N2 separately by
electron impact. The incident energies used were
from 50 to 300 eV.

This paper presents results of experiments in
which the DDCS's of secondary electrons ejected
from N2 have been measured by electron impact
utilizing a cross-beam method. The energy and an-
gular range of secondary electrons measured were
from 1.0 eV to one-half of the difference between in-

cident energy and ionization potential and from 12'
to 156', respectively. The incident energies used
were from 50 to 400 eV.

II. APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE

The apparatus used for the present measurements
is the same as that used previously for the measure-
ments of secondary electrons ejected from He, 7

CO2, and H2. A detailed description of the ap-
paratus can be found elsewhere. ' Briefly, the ap-
paratus consists of three subsystems: a rotatable
electron-beam monochromator, a neutral beam col-
limated by a fused capillary array, and an electron
detector fixed on the vacuum chamber wall. The ro-
tatable electron beam of a certain energy in a hor-
izontal plane intersects with the vertically collimat-
ed neutral beam at 90 in the interaction region. The
ejected electrons from the neutral beam are detected
by an electron channeltron multiplier after energy
analysis by 127' electrostatic energy analyzer. When
the neutral beam of N2 was on the background, pres-
sure rose to 2)&10 ' Torr and the density of the
beam in the interaction region was estimated to be
three times larger than the background density.

The stray magnetic fields in the plane of the
measurements have been reduced to less than 10 mG
in all directions by three orthogonal Helmholtz
coils. The absolute energy scale was calibrated fre-
quently to within 0.05 eV with the use of the He res-
onance at 19.3 eV.

The procedure used to measure the DDCS is as
follows: the collimated neutral beam of N2 is turned
on and the signal count is integrated for 10 sec for
each angle from 12' to 156' in 12' increments for
selected incident and secondary energy. The mea-
surements are repeated with the gas beam off to ob-
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tain the background counts. The difference between
the two signals DDCS of secondary electrons ejected
from the Nq beam.

The correction of the final data for the path-
length effect due to the background density has been
made. The contribution of the background density
to total signal hss been measured at 90' to be
(34+2}%.
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III. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The DDCS of secondary electrons have been mea-
sured at the incident energies of 50, 70, 100, 200,
and 400 CV. The results have been calibrated among
themselves by normalizing the scattered signai
against the incident electron current and target den-
sity for each incident and secondary electron energy.
The normalized results have been placed on an abso-
lute scale using the elastic cross sections of N2 at 50
eV measured by Shyn and Carignan. "

The statistical uncertainty of data points is less
than 4% except for the secondary energies less than
3 CV at small angles (I g 24'}. The upper limit of the
uncertainty at 12' was estimated to be 15%. There
is 7% uncertainty 1n intcrsccondary electron energy
calibration snd 6% in interincident energy calibra-
tion. The normalization process of the present re-
sult to the elastic cross sections of Nz at 50 eV in-
cluding the uncertainty in N2 elastic cross sections
(+14%) contains +15% uncertainty. The path-
length correction has 2% uncertainty except st 12'.
Thus the resultant uncertainty of the present result
is +18%.

Absolute cross sections of DDCS for five incident
energies measured are shown in Tables I—V. The
present results contain the contributions from disso-
ciative ionization, single ionization, and multiple
ionizations.

Figure 1 shows a three-dimensional perspective
diagram of secondary electrons ejected from N2 by
200-eV electron impact. Below 20 eV of secondary
energies, angular distributions sre nearly isotropic
except for very low energies ( & 5 eV) where there is
a strong forward scattering. It is noted, however,
that the backward scattering stays nearly constant
from 1 to 12 eV of secondary electron energy and
decreases gradually as the second energy increases.
There is an increase in the scattering signal near 60'
above 40 eV and this is due to the momentum and
energy conservation of the colliding system.

Figure 2 shows the DDCS of 4.0 CV secondary
electron at 50-eV electron impact along with the re-
sult of Gpsl et a/. Agreement between the present
result and that of Opal et a/. is relatively good near
90' and very poor at extreme angles. This may be
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FIG. 6. Total ionization cross section of N2 along with
the previous measurements.

Rudd, The agreement among the three measure-
ments is generally good in shape and magnitude.

Figure 6 shows the total ionization cross sections
of the present experiment along with other measure-
ments. The results of Tate and Smith agree with the
present results very well below 100 eV and, however,
above 100 eV their results are larger than the present
results by 10%, approximately. The results of
Schram et ai. are in a right trend in shape and mag-
nitude with the present results above 400 eV. The
results of Opal et al. agree well with the present re-
sults except a low-energy impact {50eV). The value
at the low energy incident is smaller than the present
result by 10% approximately. The results of Rapp
snd Englander-Golden show smaller values below
200 eV and larger values above 200 eV than the
present results. The results of DuBois and Rudd are
substantially smaller than the present results (more
than 25%). Crowe and McConkey have measured
only N2+ cross sections, and the difference between
their results and the present measurement is about
30% at 100-eV incident energy and smaller at other
incident energies. This msy imply that this 30% is
the sum of a multiple ionization cross section and
dissociative ionization cross section at 100-eV in-
cident energy.

Finally, Fig. 7 shows the Plstzman plot of the
present results along with semitheoretical results
analyzed by Kim. ' The detailed explanation and
advantage of the Platzman plot can be found else-
where. ' ' Briefly, the ordinate of the plot is the ra-
tio of the singly differential cross section to the
Rutherford cross section F(E), and the abscissa is
the ratio of 8, the Rydberg constant, to E, the ener-
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FIG. 7. Platzman plot.

gy transfer. In this plot, F(E) approaches the effec-
tive number of electrons participating in the ioniza-
tion process for large transferred energy and F(E)
also resembles E(dfldE) in shape for small E,
where (df /dE) is the density of the dipole oscillator
strength for ionization. The Platzman plot is very
effective in checking the consistency for experimen-
tal data on secondary electrons.
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Agreement between the present result and Kim*s
analysis which is based on the Born approximation
is generally good except near the middle of the ener-

gy region. This may be due in part to inadequacy of
the Born approximation in the low-energy region.
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