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Measurement of free-free emission from low-energy-electron collisions with Ar
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The production of free-free radiation in collisions of low-energy electrons with Ar atoms

has been measured using the drift-tube technique. The excitation coefficients were obtained

from measurements of the absolute intensity of continuum radiation at wavelengths of 500,

650, and 1300 nm. At 650 nm the electric-field —to—gas-density ratio E/X was varied from

0.25X10 ' to 10&10 ' Vm corresponding to mean electron energies from 1.2 to 5.4 eV.

As expected, the emission was proportional to the argon density from 3X10 to 15X10
atoms/m . The experimental excitation coefficients are in good agreement with calculations

using theoretical free-free emission cross sections and electron energy distributions and serve

to demonstrate the usefulness of simple formulas relating the free-free emission cross sec-

tion to measured momentum-transfer cross sections.

I. INTRODUCTION

Interest 1I1 thc emission of free-free radiation
(bremsstrahlung) resulting from the collisions of
low-energy electrons with rare-gas atoms has in-
creased with the demonstration by Pfau and Rutsch-
er' that free-free emission is responsible for much of
the v1sible continuum emitted by rare-gas
discharges. Other emission measurements using the
discharge technique have been reported2 " along
with numerous measurements using the shock-tube
tcchnlquc. ' Thc invc1sc pI'occss of thc absorption
of radiation by free electrons has been of even
greater interest because of the importance of this en-

ergy absorption and electron heating mechanism in
the laser-induced breakdown of gases. Both of
these topics have been investigated in great detail
theoretically. ' Finally, there have been a number
of recent experimental and theoretical investigations
of narrow resonance structure in the free-free ab-
sorption cross section. ' Because of the narrow
width and relatively small integrated contribution of
these resonances to the averaged free-free cross sec-
tions of significance in our relatively low-energy
resolution experiments, we will not be concerned
with these features.

The present measurements of free-free emission
were carried out using the electron drift-tube tech-
nique which we have used previously' ' for rnea-
surements of excitation coefficients for weakly radi-
ating states of molecules. In these experiments a
photoelectrically produced electron current drifts
through the gas under the action of a spatially uni-
form time-modulated electric field. About one in
10 collisions of the electrons with the gas atoms re-
sults in the emission of a visible photon. A smaB

fraction (-1 in 10 ) of these photons is selected by
wavelength and reaches the sensitive area of the
detector. The absolute photon Aux is compared
with that from a standard lamp, and the ratio is
used to calculate the excitation coefficient. The
principal advantage of the present technique over
the discharge technique used in previous experi-
ments' is that the electric field E and gas density
X can be easily varied and accurately determined
and that the theory of the experiment need not take
into account electron-electron and electron-ion col-
lisions. A disadvantage of the drift-tube technique
is that the emitted intensities are about 10" smaller
than in a typical discharge experiment.

The theory of the experiment and the experimen-
tal apparatus are brieAy reviewed in Secs. II and III.
The results are presented in Sec. IV and discussed in
Scc. V.

In this section we brieAy review the results of
theoretical calculations of free-free radiation and of
the excitation coefficients which are relevant to this
experiment. %C then derive the equations necessary
to relate the observed signals to the excitation coeffi-
cients.

A. Free-free emission theory

For our purposes it is convenient to divide the
free-free emission continuum into a number of spec-
tral bands of frequency width dv and to regard the
collision process leading to emission of radiation in
this band as an inelastic collision between the elec-
trons and gas atoms. The spectral intensity I„ in
units of photons per unit volume and per unit fre-
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quency interval and per unit time is given by'

I„dv=n, N I UQyI(e, hv)e'~ f(e)de

dv—=kgb(v)n, N

Here n, and N are the electron and neutral atom or
molecular densities, U and e are the electron speed
and energy, f(e) is the normahzed electron energy
distribution, and Q~~(e, hv) and k~~ are the cross
section and rate coeNcient per fractional bandwidth
dv/v for emission of a photon of energy h v by the
free-free process. Figure 1 shows theoretical calcu-
lations of the cross section per fractional bandwidth

Qy~(e, hv) as obtained by a variety of theoretical ap-
proaches for hv=1.78 eV. The dashed and solid
curves are from the quantum-mechanical calcula-
tions of Ashkin' and of Geltman. " The solid cir-
cles are our calculations using the very simple for-
mula of Kas'yanov and Starostin for hv~&e and
momentum-transfer cross sections used previously'
for Ar. This formula is
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FIG. 1. Theoretical cross section per fraction band-

width for the emission of 1.78-eV photons vs electron en-

ergy. The solid and dashed curves are from Geltman
(Ref. 11) and Ashkin (Ref. 10), respectively. The circles
and squares are our calculations based on the formulas of
Kas'yanov and Starostin (Ref. 8) and of Holstein (Ref. 9),
respectively.

4 a (e—hv/2)(e —hv)'~

3' Ry
XQ (e)

=1.211&10 1—
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1/2

X 1 — eQ (e),hv
E

where a is the fine-structure constant (1/137), Ry is
the Rydberg (13.6 eV), e is in eV, and Q (e) is the
cross section for momentum-transfer collisions of
electrons with the atom or molecule. Calculations
made using the formula of Holstein and the total
and momentum-transfer cross sections of Hayashi'
are shown by the triangles in Fig. 1. The differences
among the various theoretical cross sections shown
in Fig. 1 are less than 30% over most of the electron
energy range. Most of the difference between the
cross section calculated using Eq. (2) and those cal-
culated using Holstein's formula results from the
fact that in Eq. (2) the Q is evaluated at e, whereas
in Holstein's formula the cross sections are evaluat-
ed at t. —hv/2. The differences among the cross
sections are larger near threshold, e.g., a factor of 3
at 2 eV for Ashkin's results versus our application
of Holstein's formula shown in Fig. 1. The large
differences between the calculations at electron ener-

gies above 20 eV are caused by differences in the
momentum-transfer cross sections used in Ref. 15
and those of Hayashi. ' As we shall see, our experi-
ments are not sensitive to cross sections at either of
these extremes of energy. The cross sections
predicted using the older formula of Firsov and Chi-
bisov and the total scattering cross sections of
Hayashi are much larger than the values shown in

Fig. 1.
Excitation coefficients for free-free emission were

calculated from the cross sections generated by Rq.
(2), by Geltman, " and by the Holstein formula.
The electron energy distributions for Eq. (1) are cal-
culated using the numerical procedures of Frost and
Phelps' and the cross sections discussed by Tachi-
bana and Phelps. ' The calculated free-free emis-
sion coeffirients will be presented with the experi-
mental results in Sec. IV. Although not directly
useful in this paper because of the assumed Maxwel-
lian electron energy distribution, we note that there
is good agreement among a number of theoretical
calculations""*' of free-free emission and absorp-
tion coeffirients for electrons in Ar. The Maxwelli-
an electron energy distributions are appropriate to
shock-tube experiments and to discharge experi-
ments at high fractional ionization.

It is important to keep in mind that throughout
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this paper we have not followed the usual conven-
tion of expressing the free-free emission in terms of
a spectral intensity, i.e., cross section or excitation
coefficient per unit spectral bandwidth, but rather
have defined cross sections and rate coefficients per
fractional bandwidth. This unconventional formula-
tion has the advantages of yielding numbers which
are independent of units used to measure bandwidth
and of yielding cross sections and excitation coeffi-
cients which are readily compared with cross sec-
tions and excitation coefficients for the production
of excited states which emit lines or molecular
bands. In our experiments the fractional bandwidth
of the detection system is typically 0.1.

B. Model of experiment

The signal produced by the photon detector S~~ is
obtained by integrating Eq. (1) over the drift-tube
volume V and over frequency v, taking into account
the optical system and detector characteristics, i.e.,

&yy= f f dVkD(v)n, Nf (v)D(v)
dv

AQ,
Xf;(v)

' r)(r), (3)

where f (v) is the fractional transmission of the
windows between the collision chamber and the
detector, D(v) is the responsitivity per photon of the
detector, amplifier, and recording system as a func-
tion of v, f;(v) is the fractional transmission of the
interference or other filter inserted between the col-
lision chamber and the detector, hQ, is the solid an-

gle of the detector as seen from the center of the col-
lision chamber, and g(r) is the efficiency of the
detection system at various points in the collision
chamber relative to that at the center of the
chamber. '4

Equation (3) can be rewritten as

NEO, dvf f (v)kgb(v)D{v)f;{v)

x f n, r)(r)dV. (4)

%e define a geometrical factor G~~ by the relation

GgI ——f n, r)(r)dV f n, dV. (5)

%e note that GII is equal to the G factor defined by
Lawton and Phelps' in the limit of no diffusion.
Since ionization and attachment can be neglected in
the present experiments at low E/N in pure Ar, the
electron density n, can be assumed to be indepen-
dent of position in the electric-field direction. If, as

in previous papers, ' ' we neglect the effects of ra-
dial variations in the electron density, then the ex-
pression for GI~ reduces to a constant equal to the
average of g(r) over the active portion of the drift
tube. This constant was 0.97 for the infrared detec-
tor and 0.80 for the photomultiplier detector.

In the usual case of a slow variation in f, kff(v),
and D(v) with v compared to that of f;(v), the in-

tegral over v in Eq. (4) can be written as

f (v; )kgI(v; )D (v; ) (f; )&v .
Here (f; )b,v is the "area" under the filter transmis-
sion curve, and v; is the photon frequency at the
peak of the transmission of the interference filter.
Equation (4) can now be approximated by

N AQ, Ggy
S~I—— f„(v; )kyy{v; )D (v; )

4K et'~

x&f, ) (6)

where L is the separation of the cathode and anode
of the drift tube, i is the current through the drift
tube, and e and w, are the electron charge and drift
velocity. Note that because of the absence of signifi-
cant attachment or ionization, the q factor of Ref.
14 is equal to unity and so is omitted from Eq. (6).
Measurements at significantly higher E/N ~ould
require that corrections be made for ionization.
From Eq. (6) we note that since the free-free emis-
sion signal increases with the fractional bandwidth
Av/v of the detection system, one should use a wide
bandwidth interference filter or a very low-
resolution monochromator for wavelength selection.

The reference signal S, reaching the detector from
the reference, i.e., the blackbody or the calibrated
tungsten strip lamp, is given by

S,=EQ, a„ f f,{v)f„(v)e(v)B(v)

xD(v)f;(v)dv,

where AQ, is the solid angle of the detector as seen
from a limiting aperture' of area a„, f„(v) is the
transmission of the windows between the references
source and the collision chamber, e(v} is the emis-
sivity of the references source, and 8(v)dv is the
number of photons per second omitted by a black-
body per unit of surface and per unit solid angle.
As discussed in Ref. 14, the reference sources were
large enough to completely fill their limiting aper-
tures as seen from the detector.

Using Eqs. (4), (5), and (7) rather than Eq. (6) for
greater accuracy, we find that the ratio of the free-
free emission signal to the reference signal is

Sff X EQ+ Gfr (I fo f ( v)kff ( v)D ( v)f ' ( v)dv/v

&rr~flr~r e~e f f,(v)f (v)e(v)B(v)D(v)f;(v)dv
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If we define a free-free exritation coefficient aff(A, ;) by

aD(A, ; ) =k~y(v; )E/ao, ,

aff (X; ) CffSff
N G)yiES,

'

where here A,; is taken to be the mean wavelength transmitted by interference filter and

4rrhQ, ea„ fo f„(&)f (&)e(&)8'(X)D'()I,)f;(A, )dA,
C)y(A, ;)= ~~c L ~ kg@(c /A, )f f„(k)f;(l) D'(A, )—,dk

g) c/ . )

(10)

Here

D'(A, )=D (v) lh v

and

III. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS
AND PROCEDURE

A schematic of the drift-tube technique used for
determination of the free-free exritation coefficients
is shown in Fig. 2. Ultraviolet radiation from a con-
tinuously operating 100-% high-pressure mercury
lamp is passed through broad interference filters
with maximum transmission at 190 nm and then
through a quartz window coated on the inside with
a semitransparent, cathode film of evaporated Pd-
Au alloy. The resulting photoelectrons enter the
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FIG. 2. Schematic of experiment. Note that the
centers of the semitransparent cathode, the anode, the

drift tube, and the Hg lamp are on an axis perpendicular
to the plane of the reference sources and the detectors.

h v8 (v)d v=8'(A, )d A, .

Equation (11) was used for analyzing the data
presented in this paper. %e note that the formula
for determining o~y(A, ;)/X from the experimental
data, i.e., Eq. (10), is very much like Eq. (17) of
Lawton and Phelps' for determining u /N for the

1
b

metastable 02(b X) molecules.

I

parallel-plate drift tube filled with Ar at densities in

the range (3—15)/10 atom/m . The anode volt-

age is modulated so as to periodically apply to a
known electric field E and so produce electrons with
a modulated mean energy. The photons emitted in
the free-free transitions are detected with a photo-
conductive detector for the infrared or with a pho-
tomultiplier for visible wavelengths. The free-free
emission signal is compared with the signal from a
hollow cavity blackbody for the infrared and with a
calibrated tungsten ribbon lamp for the visible wave-

lengths.
The drift tube used in these experiments and

shown in the schematic of Fig. 2 is the same as the
one used previously to measure excitation in
molecular gases. The electrode spacing was 38.4
mm and the cathode diameter was 60 mm. The ac-
celerating voltage ranged from 60 to 3100 V and the
total current in the on-period was 0.02—0.09 pA.
Measurements are reported at total gas densities of
(3—15)X10 m . Argon of nominal 99.999%
purity was fed into the tube directly from a high-
pressure cylinder.

A. Infrared system

The measurements at 1.3 pm were made with a
period of the zero-based square-wave voltage applied
to the anode of 25 s as in the measurements of the
1.27-4Mm emission from the a'6 state of Oz. This
data recording period was followed by a dead time
of 15 s for computer processing of the data. The
liquid-N2 cooled, intrinsic germanium detector had
responsivity and noise equivalent power (NEP) of
7&10 V/W and 1&10 ' WHz ', respectively,
at 1.3 pm. The signal from the dc output of the
detector for step function infrared input signal con-
sists of rapidly and slowly rising components, the
time constants of which were about 10 ms and 3 s,
respectively. As described in Ref. 15, this problem
was overcome by using an amplifier containing dif-
ferentiation and addition circuits which compensate
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for the 3-s response and partially compensate for the
10-ms response. The compensation circuits were ad-

justed for a square-wave output signal using the
chopped signal from the blackbody as an input sig-
nal.

A minicomputer was used as a data acquisition
and analyzing system. The signal from the compen-
sated amplifier was sampled every 0.1 s using an

analog-to-digital converter. A set of data was stored
in the computer and then analyzed' to reject spikes
due to cosmic rays. Sixteen to thirty-two sets of
data were additlvely accumulated and averaged in

the computer.
The measurement of the sensitivity of the detec-

tion system for infrared radiation emitted from the
center of the collision chamber was made using a
blackbody source mounted on the opposite side of
the drift tube from the detector. A chopper in front
of the source modulated the blackbody emission

with a period of 20 s. An aperture of 1.50-rnrn di-

ameter was placed in front of the source 0.47 m

from the detector so as to reduce the blackbody sig-
nal. %'hen the temperature of the source was 490 K
the intensity at the detector was comparable to that
observed for the free-free emission and was large
compared to the thermal background signal. The
spatial variation of the detection efficiency q(r ) was
measured using a small diffuse light source which
was scanned over the drift region as described in
Ref. 15.

B. Visible wavelength system

The detection system and reference light source
for the measurements of free-free emission at 500
and 650 nm was a modification to that described by
Lawton and Phelps. ' An improved photon count-
ing system was used to integrate the photomultiplier
signals during the on and off times for the high volt-
age applied to the drift tube. The photomultipler
counts and the digitized average cathode current
were transferred to the minicomputer after a preset
time interval. An interference filter with 68%
transmission and a band pass of 68-nm full width at
half maximum (FTHM) was used for the measure-
ments reported for 500 nm. Measurements at 650
nm were made using an interference filter with 65%
peak transmission and a band pass of 33-nm
FTHM. As pointed out previously, ' the final re-
sults are insensitive to the magnitude of the interfer-
ence filter transmission. The filter characteristics
were measured separately using a cornrnercial spec-
trophotometer. A multi-alkali-metal photomulti-
plier in a uv transmitting envelope with a slowly
varying quantum efficiency between 250 and 800
nm was used with these filters. The principal diffi-

culty encountered in these measurements was that of
the calibration of the neutral density filters used to
reduce the signal from the standard lamp to values
in the linear range of the photon counting system.

%e estimate an uncertainty of +20% for the
resultant measured excitation coefficients for both
the infrared and visible wavelengths. The signifi-
cant changes in these estimates from those of Ref.
14 are the absence of a contribution to the uncer-

tainty from a radiative lifetime, a more accurate
measurement of the aperture area (+4%), and a
more accurate determination of the electron current
(+5%}.

IV. FREE-FREE EMISSION DATA

In this section we summarize the results of mea-

surements of the free-free emission coefficients for
electrons in Ar. Figure 3 shows an example of the
infrared emission signals which led us to the con-
clusion that the drift-tube technique could be used

to measure free-free emission coefficients. This
waveform was obtained during measurements of
02(a '5}production in a mixture of 0.05% 02 in Ar
at a total gas density of 10 m and an E/X of
3 &10 ' V m . The exponentially rising and falling
portions of this waveforrn are interpreted as emis-

sion from 02(a'6) molecules at 1.27 pm and yidd
excitation coefficients consistent with those reported
in Refs. 14 and 15. %hen the exponentially varying

portions are subtracted from the observed waveform

one is left with a rectangular waveform which we

interpret as free-free emission emitted in collisions
between electrons and argon atoms. This interpreta-
tion is supported by the fact that in pure Ar only the
rectangular component of the waveforrn was ob-

served. Although one expects the free-free emission

signal to follow the rapid changes in the electron
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FIG. 3. Infrared emission transient near 1.3 pm from

0.05% O2 in Ar.
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density, we made no effect to observe the free-free
emission with a time resolution better than the 0.1-s
value normally used in the Oz(a'6) experiments.
Winkler, Michel, and Wilhelm have observed
changes in the free-free emission from afterglows in
Ne and Ar on a microsecond time scale. The princi-
pal clues to the identity of the signal were the slow
variation of the signal with E/N and with wave-

length, as discussed in the remainder of this section.
The free-free emission coefficients for pure Ar at

wavelengths near 1.3 pm are calculated from the ob-
served magnitude of the infrared signal using Eqs.
(10) and (11). The averages of several runs are
shown as a function of E/N by the squares in Fig.
4. Similarly, the triangles and the circles of Fig. 4
show the averages of results of measurements near
500 and 650 nm, respectively. Plots of the free-free
emission coefficient versus wavelength for E/N
values of 3)&10 ' Vm (squares) and 2)(10
Vm (triangles) are shown in Fig. 5. Note that
when appropriate corrections are made for the ef-
fects of attachment, the free-free emission data of
Fig. 3 and other data from Oq-Ar mixtures obtained
during measurements at 1.3 pm are consistent with
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FIG. 5. Wavelength dependence of free-free emission
coefficient per fractional bandwidth for electrons in Ar.
The solid curves are our calculated values, while the
dashed curve is from Pfau, Rutscher, and Winkler (Ref.
21). The triangles and squares are our experimental re-
sults for E/N values of 2 and 3X10 ' Vm, respective-
ly.

Z

V
V

-23
IO

-24
IO

-25
IO

I I I I IIII' I I I I IIII[ I I I I I II

= 1.24 yam

I eQ//(e)f (e)de .

the 1.3-pm data shown in Fig. 4.
The solid curves of Figs. 4 and 5 are the result of

calculations of free-free emission coefficients which
we have made using Eq. (2) for the free-fee emission
cross section and the electron energy distributions
which we have calculated. For this purpose, it is
convenient to write Eq. (1) as
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FIG. 4. Free-free emission coefficient per fractional
bandwidth for electrons in argon vs E/N. The error bars
shown at low E/N for 500 and 600 nm are the statistical
uncertainties associated with photon counting. The X
and + are representative data from Refs. 2 and 3,
respectively. The solid curves represent calculated values

obtained using Eqs. (1) and (2). The dashed curve shows

results calculated using Holstein's formula (Ref. 15).

(12)

Here aff is the number of free-free photons emitted
per unit distance of electron drift and per fractional
bandwidth. According to Eq. (12) the normalized
excitation coefficient is expected to be independent
of the argon density. Our electron energy distribu-
tions were calculated using the electron-Ar collision
cross-section data discussed in Sec. III and in Ref.
15. The dashed curve for A, =650 nm of Fig. 4 was
calculated using the Q//(e, hv) values for 11,=650
nm calculated using the theory of Holstein. In this
case the momentum-transfer cross section of
Hayashi's were used in the calculation of f(e), al-
though the Q (e) values of Refs. 15 and 18 agree
for e &3 eV and differ by less than 10% for e & 15
eV. The aff/N values calculated from the theoreti-
cal cross sections of Geltman are not shown in Fig.
4 since they differ from the results obtained with
Eq. (1) by less than about 5% for
E/N g0.3X10 ' Vm . The decrease in the calcu-
lated aff /N values for E/N greater than 4X10



MEASUREMENT OF FREE-FREE EMISSION FROM I.O%-ENERGY-. . .

vm is the result of Rn 1QCI'case in the slope of the
drift velocity versus E/X data Rs mell as a decrease
in the slope of kff vs E/X at F./X where inelastic
collisions are important.

' ' ' The calculated mean
dectron energies vary from 1.2 CV at
E/X =2.5 X 10-" V m' to 5.4 eV at
E/N =1X10 Vm . The dashed curve of Fig. 5
was obtained by interpolation of graphs of calcula-
tions by Pfau, Rutscher, and VA'nkler. ' The lower
emission coefficients obtained by these authors com-
pared to those we calculate at the same F./X appear
to be the result of their use of somewhat larger

Q (e) values for electron-Ar collisions with a resul-

tant lower mean dectron energy and lower uff /¹
For F/X below 3&10 ' Vcrn, the agreement

between experiment Rnd tlM thcof y of Kas yaQov
and Stafostln Rs shown by thc solid curves 1S with1Q

+15% or the statistical uncertainty of the data in
spite of the fact that the hv values are comparable
with the photon energy. Although the theoretical
curve calculated using the formula of Holstein lies
mell outside the statistical uncertainty of our data, it
1S Just within tlM confidence limits wc have assigned
to our results. The relatively large experimental
values and rapid increase of the off/N coefficients
relative to theory for A, =1.3 pm at E/X values
about 4g 10 ' V m are consistent with c/N values
which we calculate for the emission of line radiation

by highly excited Ar atoms. The excess of the rnea-

sured signal at 650 nm at E/%~5&10 ' Vm
varies much less rapidly with E/X than expected
for highly excited states of Ar. Although this
discrepancy may indicate an error in the values of
Q~(e) at electron energies above about 10 eV, fur-
ther measurements of the spectral distribution of the
radiation should be made as to verify that the emis-
sion at the higher E/X is free-free radiation.

Absolute IncasufcIIlcnts of ffcc-ffcc emission sig-
nals from electrical discharges in Ar are reported for
wavelengths from 300 to 500 nm by Vasileva,
Zhdanova, and Mnatsakanyan and for 480 nm by
Golubovskii, Kagan, and Komarova. 22 Their re-
sults were about (75+20)% and (100 +20)%, respec-
tively, of their theoretical values. Representative ex-
perimental data obtained by these authors Rt 500 nm
are shown in Fig. 4. The E/X range of their low
current discharges sets thc mean dcctfon cncfgy 1Q

tbc Iangc of 4—5 cV. Thc RglccIncnt bctwccn cxpcf-
imcnt and theory shown for these authors is remark-
ably good when onc considers the problems of the
determination of the electron density and of the ef-
fects of gas heating on the analysis of their experi-
mental data. Thc fcsults of VR81lcva 8t QI. Rnd of
Rutscher and Pfau also provide tests of the theoret-
ical predictions of the wavelength dependence of the
free-free emission.

V. DISCUSSION
The results presented in this paper show the use-

fulness of the electron drift-tube technique for the
rneasurernent of free-free emission coefficients for
clcctrons ln gases. This tcchn1quc rQRkcs poss1blc
measurements of free-free emission coefficients
under much more accurately known experimental
conditions fof 8 w1dc fRngc foI' mean clcctlon cncf-
gies (1.2—5.4 eV) than was possible using the
discharge tcchn1quc. T1M flcc-ffcc emission cocff1-
cients for photon energies between 1 and 2.5 eV Rnd

for mean electron energies between 1.7 and 5.0 eV
agree with theoretical predictions to within +15%.
At 650 nm and mean electron energies from 1.7
down to 1.2 eV the experimental and theoretical
agree within the statistical uncertainty of less than
+25%, while at mean electron energies above 5.0 eV
the apparent discrepancy be~~een theory Rnd experi-
ment increases with electron energy. Unfortunately,
the mean dectron energies required to produce 8
measurable signal are too large to enable us to work
in the threshold dectron energy range where the
various theories are more easily distinguished. Mea-
surements of free-free emission at very high densi-
ties of pure gases or' absorption measurements using
lom mean energy electrons might make possible a
choice from among the theories, Free-free emission
mcasurcIncnts Rt cxtfcIncly high g8S dcnslt1cs
(- 10 In ) should plovldc data for tcstlng tlMorics

appropriate to conditions in which the time between
dectron-atom collisions is comparable to the photon
frequency but under much Inore accurately con-
trolled conditions than in the laser breakdown exper-
iments carried out at these densities. Such high-
density emission experiments should provide 8 valu-
able complement to electron mobility measurements
at high gas densities where departures from the
binary collision model of dectron scattering may
OCCuf.

OQ thc bas1s of thc success of thc s1Inplc fofmula
for calculating free-free emission coefficients for ar-
gons GQc 1s encouraged to recommend thc Usc of th1S

formula for other gases for which the momenturn-
transfer cross section is known. Obviously, it
mould be desirable to test the formula against exper-
iment for other gases, e.g., He and N2.
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