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Enhanced magnetostatic modes in a nonuniform plasma
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Parametric excitation of the magnetostatic mode by finite-amplitude drift waves is considered. Both decay and
modulational instabilities are analyzed. Expressions for the growth rates are obtained analytically. Application of
our results to electron cross-field diffusion in tokamak devices is also discussed.

1. INTRODUCTION

The aperiodic, long-lived magnetostatic mode'™
has received considerable attention in the.last few
years. In this mode, the wave magnetic field is
perpendicular to the external field B,z and the
long-wavelength oscillations damp out slowly ow-
ing to electron collisions or gyroviscosity. Thus,
in a plasma at thermal equilibrium, a test electron
moving freely with velocity v, along B,z achieves
a perpendicular drift velocity v,VA,x%/B,, where
A, is the parallel component of the vector poten-
tial of the magnetostatic mode. Since v, is ran-
domly distributed, this drift leads to a cross-field
diffusion, which turns out to have a Bohm-like
scaling.l™

In the presence of external sources, such as
currents, waves, or nonuniformities, the mag-
netostatic mode may be enhanced to above the
thermal level. The enhanced magnetic field fluc-
tuations can give rise to the formation of large
scale magnetic islands,?3 as well as produce
anomalous heat® and particle loss from the plas-
ma.

Recently, we® have shown that magnetostatic
modes can be driven unstable by kinetic Alfvén
waves in a uniform plasma. In this paper, we
consider parametric drive of magnetostatic modes
by mode coupling of drift waves in a nonuniform
plasma. It is found that the ponderomotive force
(¥4, - Vvl,), where the superscript d denotesdrift
wave, can drive magnetostatic fluctuations. A
coupled set of differential equations governing
this parametric process is derived. We then ob-
tain a general dispersion relation. Growth rates
for both decay and modulational instabilities are
derived analytically. We found that the two insta-
bilities have similar growth rates, and that a
small real frequency appears in each case.

|®

II. FORMULATION

We consider the interaction of drift waves with
magnetostatic modes in a low-8 (B =particle pres-
sure/magnetic pressure « m,/m;) plasma. Since
the parallel phase velocity of the drift waves lies
between the electron and ion thermal velocities
(04 < wo/kg, < vy,), the electrons thermalize along
the external magnetic field B Z. Then the electron
density perturbation follows from the z component
of the momentum equation. One obtains

n,=nyexpled/T,) , (1)

where n, is the average plasma density, T, is
temperature of the parallel electron motion, and
¢ is the electrostatic potential of the drift waves.
The ion density perturbation for drift waves is
determined from the ion continuity equation,
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where the superscript m denotes magnetostatic
mode. For w,<§,;, we obtain the perpendicular
ion velocity in the drift approximation:
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where Q, =eB,/myc is the gyraofrequency. Note
that the drift-wave quantities are without subscript
or superscript.

Equation (2) describes the coupling of drift waves
with the magnetostatic modes. On the other hand,
the parallel ion motion is given by

dv, - - - e 8_@ e -
iz . B = —— —_—
ot +V, VO +37 Vo, = m, 0z +m‘c (¥, . xBY),.

(4)
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For the magnetostatic modes, the dynamics per-
pendicular to B,z is not important, and the cor-
responding density perturbations are neglected.
Thus, combining Eqs. (1)—(4), and using the
charge neutrality condition (n,~n;, a good assump-
tion for w}; /QZ=v%/c?« 1), we readily obtain for
the drift waves,

d
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where p?=c2/Q? and D=cT,/eB,. Here, c, is the
sound speed, and the drift-wave electric potential
is normalized by T,/e. Also we have used v7,
=e¢A,/mc, and BT=V x A,2=VA,xZ, with A, being
the vector potential of the magnetostatic modes.
The ions are assumed to be cold, and only the
lowest-order nonlinearities have been retained.

It is well known that the nonlinear coupling of
the drift waves may give rise to a low-frequency
ponderomotive force. The latter can enhance the
magnetostatic modes. The driven magnetostatic
mode dynamics is governed by !

vy 9
a:'+ el VJ-U¢I> + <ve: a >

= - ;nej EM+(uVZ=vhl. (6)
The last two terms on the left-hand side represent
the ponderomotive force. The angular brackets
denote averaging over the period of the drift
waves.
Recalling that

Ep=- 2, Q0
= =, 4T+ 4meno ., -
VX L:—;—Jz— 0003329 (8)

we can write Eq. (6) as

(55 (7-2%) - w3

4men, - 9
- 0 <‘ﬁu oV Wer +Veg 5;1),,,), 9)

where w,, is the electron plasma frequency. We
note that in (8) the displacement current is ne-
glected due to the low frequency. Furthermore,
the ion current is neglected because j /i™ ~m,/m,.
In the absence of the nonlinear forces, Eq. (9)
gives the linear dispersion relation of the magne-

K. SHUKLA, H. U. RAHMAN, M. Y. YU, AND R. K. VARMA 24

tostatic mode

_ . kz k2 2_ .
w——z-“—-—————.( *+U)2*c =-il,

(10)
c?ks +w?,

where we have assumed that the electron motion

in the perpendicular direction remains cold. The
perpendicular electron velocity appearing in (9) is
then given by the high-frequency polarization drift

(Vl¢) 11)

Vou™ BOQ ot
where Q,=eB,/m,c is the electron gyrofrequency.
All the other drifts do not enter the coupling due
to the averaging process. On the other hand, the
parallel electron velocity can be obtained from the
condition of conservation of current density T,
namely,

V. j.=-0 (12)
where 7, =n; has been assumed. Using Egs. (3)
and (4), we find

2Jx>

13

Equations (5),- (9), (11), and (13) constitute a
coupled set of equations describing the interaction
of drift waves and magnetostatic modes.

III. STABILITY ANALYSIS

Here, we consider the parametric instabilities
of a finite-~amplitude drift wave as a pump in the
presence of magnetostatic modes. For this pur-
pose, we decompose ¢ into three parts, the pump
¢, and the two satellites ¢,,

b= poexp(—iwg +iky %) +c.c.
+¢, exp(~iw, t +iK,* %)
+¢_exp(—iw_t+ik. %), (14)

where w, =w+ w,, and k¢— k:!:ko

Letting A, = exp(~iwt +zl{ %), we can perform the
usual linear analysis of the coupled equations.
One obtains

€i¢i:atAl< 0>’
*
V]

(w+iT)A, =B, 0,03 +B.d-0F,

where

(15)

(16)

€. = iw[wi(l +pfki,) +w,wt - cke],

e (i Tosya OR T
afx-iro‘g(wo(ko;kxz)iié—:‘(ku-k“)

g eeihd),

s



24
_ Cobi(RorKad) (W20 L,z ). o
B.= _Berku(wie"'Czkz) Q: (km."'ku)"'Zko-) s

and w*=Dk,, X%+ ¥ Inn, is the drift-wave frequen-
cy. Since the magnetostatic modes do not have a
finite k,, the parallel wavelengths of the drift
waves must be the same. Combining (15) and (16),
we obtain the dispersion relation

w+ir=(a_+_ﬁt+a_-3_:)l¢olz. (17)
€, €.
For w< w, and | k|« |K,,|, we have

€,% iwo(Wo = C 2R /vpk oy) (W £ bw) , (18)

where v, =-DdInn,/dx, bw=w,—w},, and

2 2
who= szzjbz*'k L.
1+k5,p2  kovp

We first consider the three wave decay interac-
tion. Accordingly, we take €, to be off-resonant,
Dropping the first term on the right-hand side of
(17), using (18), we obtain

(w+i1")(w—6w)=S(R—is)ld)olz, (19)

where

2c%k3, (ke + wiko.1/QF)
BRI +c?/wp,)
Q =wolwo— cfkf,/vbkm) ’
R=Q{wi(1 +pks.) +cgke]
S =w.,§2,cf('1€0l- kxz).
The growth rate y, =Imw for the decay instability

1S
/
(o) fonbir o e

where y,>» I', bw has been assumed.

Next, we consider the problem of modulational
instability. Here, both of the satellites are not
normal modes of the system. We must thus retain
both the Stokes and anti-Stokes drift satellites.
The dispersion relation for this case becomes

(@ +iD) (W? - 6w?) = 2(Pw/Q)(R - iS)| ¢o| .  (21)

For the limit y, (growth rate of the modulational
instability) « T', 5w, we obtain

Ym= 2" (22)

When the plasma B becomes larger than m,/m;

" (but B< 1) then the drift wave acquires an electro-
magnetic character, usually refered to as the
drift-Alfvén wave.” In this case, it is possible

P=
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to consider the parametric drive of magnetostatic
modes by drift-Alfvén waves. The essential for-
mulation of our work remains unchanged except
that one must include some new nonlinear terms
owing to the magnetic fields of the high-frequency
waves. -

IV. DISCUSSION

In this paper, we have shown that the magneto-
static mode can be enhanced to above the thermal
level in a nonuniform plasma. Universally unstable
drift waves in a low-g plasma can pump energy
into the magnetic fluctuations via either the decay
or modulational instability of the drift waves. We
found that the growth rates of these instabilities
are approximately

7/w0~ 2k0AD(wbc/Qe)2| Eg/aﬂnoT? I 1/2 ’ (23)

where ), is the electron Debye length. For a typi-
cal plasma (e¢/T,~ 102, ky,c,/Q;~1, B,~10*
Gauss, p,/L~0.1, w,,~Q,), one obtains a growth
of the order of 10?/sec. Thus, the instabilities
discussed here are of importance in steady-state
devices.

The two-dimensional magnetic fluctuations per-
pendicular to the external magnetic field can give
rise to an electron cross-field diffusion given by*

T
mBs
where T = m,(vf) is the parallel electron tempera-
ture. This diffusion is due to the v,B,/B, drift of
the electrons. It is not possible at present to esti-
mate the diffusion coefficient because the satura-
tion mechanism of the instability is not yet well
understood, so that the spectrum (B?), cannot be
calculated self-consistently. However, since the
v,_l§,,/B0 drift corresponds to a two-dimensional
incompressible motion, one might speculate that
the usual dual-cascade behavior of a two-dimen-
sional fluid is also realized here, although an ex-
ternal current in the z direction is necessary for
the mode coupling to occur. In this case, we ex-
pect an eventual quasi-steady state consisting of
large scale magnetic islands.??

D=

z: fm (B2, exp(-Dk?7)dT, (24)
k 4]
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