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A convenient and accurate numerical method is given whereby inelastic scattering informa-
tion can be obtained by construction of the Fredholm determinant det[l-G(E+i&) V] for the
coupled Lippmann-Schwinger equations. The method is noniterative and is easily applied
when the potential matrix is nonlocal or energy dependent. It is shown that the determinant
det[1-G (E+i&)Vj may be factored as det[l-(P G(E) V]det(l-iR) when (PG(E) is the principal-
value Green's function and Ris the usual Rmatrix of principal-value Lippmann-Schwinger
theory; the R matrix may be obtained from det[1-G(E+ie) V] by a single partial triangular-
ization. As a simple example of the extraction of the 8 matrix from the Fredholm deter-
minant, the problem of electron scattering from hydrogen atoms is considered in the ls,
ls-2s, ls-2s-3s, and ls-2s-3s-4s close-coupling approximations. The use of optical
potentials in the Fredholm theory is discussed: The two-channel problem originally sug-
gested by Huck is solved numerically by construction of an optical potential.

I. INTRODUCTION

The fact that the S-matrix elements for many-
channel potential scattering can be extracted from
a single function of the channel momenta has been
pointed out by LeCouteur', Newton2 has noted that
this function is the Fredholm determinant for cou-
pled many-channel Lippmann-Schwinger equations.
Blankenbecler' has rederived these results using
functional techniques; the necessary functional
derivatives are evaluated using a prescription for
the analytic con:inuation of the determinant as a
function of a single complex energy. More recent-
ly, Newton has given a formal extension of the
method to the case of continuous channels and dis-
cussed the relation of Blankenbecler's analytic-con-
tinuation methods to the original derivation based
on the generalized Jost function.

Although these formal results are of great intrin-
sic interest, they have not been used in practical
applications, except in very low orders of approxi-
mation. ' These low-order results display the ana-
lytic properties and other qualitative features ex-
pected of the exact solutions, but certainly do not
provide a computational method suitable for gener-
ating results which might be compared with experi-
ment. It is the purpose of this paper to provide

such a computational method.
In an earlier paper on one-channel scattering, ' it

was shown how a modification of Fredholm's orig-
inal formal derivation of the method which bears
his name provides a practical and accurate numeri-
cal scheme for the approximation of the determin-
ant of an infinite-dimensional operator. In Sec. II,
these earlier results are reviewed and the extension
to many-channel scattering is presented via New-
ton's "substitution" rules. ' It is noted that the
Fredholm determinant D(E+ie) =det[1- G(E+ie)V]
may be factored as det[l —O'G(E) V] det[l —iR(E)],
where PG(E) denotes the principal-value Green's
function, and 8 is the usual 8 matrix of principal-
value Lippmann-Schwinger theory. It is then shown
that this factorization allows the 9 matrix to be ex-
tracted from D(E+ie) by a single partial triangular-
ization. Section III contains a simple example of
the method in the case where the potential matrix
is nonlocal and energy dependent; the problem of
inelastic electron-hydrogen-atom scattering is
treated in the 1s-2s, 1s-2s-3s, and 1s-2s-Ss-4s
close-coupling approximations. In Sec. IV the use
of optical potentials is briefly discussed and a sim-
ple numerical example presented. Section V con-
tains a summary and a conclusion.
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II. FREDHOLM DETERMINANT

A. Calculation of Many-Channel Fredholm Determinant

:~E~ and ko:~2E could be evaluated numerically
by calculation of the single (complex) determinant

In the case of elastic scattering from a fixed
spherically symmetric potential V, which may or
may not be local, all scattering information is con-
tained in the "reference" determinant

D(k, )= rr, , ', , D(k,),
1 ~ 0 &kg

where

(2. 6)

D(z) =det 0 = II det[1 —A.G, (z) V] +""
z —H

D (z)(2l+ 1) (2. 1)

g, (kx) = P, (kr)+KG, (E+ie)V(r)g, (kx) . (2. 2)

Hereafter, we will drop the subscript E with the
understanding that we are always considering one
partial wave.

In I it was shown that the usual expansion

where H=HO+XV and the D, (z) are the "reference"
determinants for the individual partial waves.
D, (E+ie) is the Fredholm determinant for the par-
tial-wave Lippmann- Schwinger equation

D'(k )=—

d'(k, )

Vo] 0 ~ 0 Von

+in Vio

+im V„o

1+zwVDP (2 6)

In Eq. (2. 6), d'(ko) is defined by

d . . (,'ko —,'k, ) 6) —Vq, i j=1,2, .. . , + (2. 7a)

V,~=4k;&o; V„. v'k&&u&, f. ,j =0, 1, 2, . .. , n (2. 7b)

where the k; and &; are the quadrature points and

weights necessary to approximate integrals of the

type
D(k ) =D(E+ie)=—1 —X E+it' —Ei

0

(" dZ, dEg 'V„'V,
g

2! J, ) E+ie —E, E+fe —E2 V2i Vzg

dEi(ki! V!k|)
0

Z--'k'
2 1

by the sum

(2. 8a)

(-X)" - !'" dE" dE
+ 0 0 ~

j
n

nt (E+fe E)~ -~ (E+~e-E )
0 0

n

co( k
g (i ! V!i )

E —~k;
1 (2. 8b)

V11 V12 V1

Scattering information is extracted from D(ko) by
direct calculation of the one-channel 8 matrix:

with

~ ~ ~

V„)

+ 0 0 0

(2. 3)
( )

„,(,,i D(E —ie) D'(k, )*
D(E+fe) D'(k, )

' (2. 9)

V;& (i
i

V ij)—= (2/-z)v'k&k& f dry j,(k,x)V(r)j, (k&r),

(2. 4)

The extension of these results to many-channel
potential scattering is immediate: Again consider-
ing a single partial wave, we have

D(z) =det[1- &G(z) V] =

1 —XG||(z)V" —XG||(z)V'~ ~ ~ —XG||(z)V"
—KG~2(z)V

' 1 —AG~p(z)V ~ ~ ~ —XG22(z)V
'

(2. 10)

—A.G ~~(z) V —A.G ~~(z)V " ' ' ' 1 —XG ~~ (z )V

where H and the unperturbed Green's functions G, (z) are assumed to be diagonal in the channel indices

1, 2, . . . , o.', P, . . . ; V ~ is the potential matrix for the many-channel problem at hand; V ~ may be local,
nonlocal, or even energy dependent. The many-channel analog of Eq. (2. 3) is obtained by use of the identity

detD(z) = exp tr lnD(z),

which givess

(2. 11)
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k, dkl V
D(kl k .. . k k ...)=D(E+()s) =1 —X ) (ka)t ~ ). (kn)a

Q 2 p +2 2
0

VcEC VQB
k

ldll'

102dk2
+i~ —

2 k ~~ +i~ —
2 ~2 V21 V2

V os VSB .. . V oil
11 12 ln

~ ~ ~
21 22

k', dk', k', ~ ~ k„"dk„"
+ ( ) ~

J [( (k()'.)2+i' ) (km)2]. .. [) (kI)p 'e ) (k')))p]
et t t 0

0 0 ~
nl Vnn

+ ~ 0 0 (2. 12)

where kp = v'2(E —E ), E being the threshold energy are approximated by the sum

for the nth channel; the matrix elements are

V&&~= (2/(() v'k (k& J drr j, (k, l")V (r)j, (k&~r) .

(2. iS)
The sums over channel indices are over all chan-
nels (open and closed), and are unrestricted.

Just as in I, the sum in E(I. (2. 12) may be evalu-
ated directly by working backwards from Fredholm's
original derivation of the identity of E(I. (2. 11).
We introduce a numerical quadrature such that inte-
grals of the form

f k'dk'f (k') " k'dk'f (k")
—,'(kp)'+is ——,

' (k')', —,
'

(k() )'- —,'(k')'

—in sign(kpPe(E —E )f(k() )

(2. 14a)
I

p
—'L(('Sign(k () e (E —E )f(k())

ur'; k,'f(k;)

(2. 14b)

where 0, are the quadrature points and ~; the ap-
propriate weights. 8 (E —E, ) is the usual step
function which has been inserted to take into account
the fact that the Green's function G „(E)has no

imaginary part for real energies below the thresh-
old E, . The function sign is defined as sign(k )
= k /I O'I, for real k'. In general, a new set of
quadrature points k; and quadrature weights ~;
must be used for each open or closed channel. It
may now be verified by direct expansion that if all
the integrations in E(I. (2. 12) are replaced by nu-

merical (luadratures of the form of E(I. (2. 14b), the
sum of the series may be represented as

(2. 15a)

. . . , k",)
l
I

I

I

I

l

I

I

I

11—Vol '

—Vol '21

~ ~ ~ ~

I —Vp"l' ~

I

I

I

11—Vo

V21 I
Qn

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
I

~ ~

TT n1'' —vo I

where

D (kp, kp kp kp

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

—Vol
l
-

—V ol"
~ I ~ ~ ~ ~

' '' —Va"

V on

' —Vol —Vo
tm nn

~ 11 12

I

+ i(( V l() + i(( V lp

I

)+i@V„p +in V„p
~ 11 12

I

I + i 7( V l() + i(( V l„
I

I

I +i& Vno +i& Vno

) 1+i&Voo+i&Voo
I . - 21 22
, +i& Vpo 1+i& Vop

~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~

) +i&V00

~ ~ ~ + zp Vlo
~ itl

~ ~ ~ +z&V 0
~ ln

~ 4 ~ + g p fthm

''' +i&V""no

''' +i&V1"00

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ 0 1 + z~ Vpp

(2. 15b)
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and X has now been set equal to 1. In Eq. (2. 15b), the matrices d~a are defined by

(d.', },, =-,' [(k;)'- (k', )']5„5., —V, ,

where

V'~ =-v'k ~ V'~ v'k~~t'.ij = i ~ ij i,j =1, 2, .. . , n, o, /= I, 2. . . . , q (2. I&a)

V;0~= (k~0)dk ((()j' V(0~»('k~0(()(I, i =0, 1, 2, . . . , n, o. , p=1, 2, .. . , '(j (2. In )

(u =(k') '

Since this determinant is finite dimensional, it can
be evaluated by standard numerical methods. The
8-matrix elements can then be calculated using the
"substitution" rules of Newton, ' whose notation we

follow:
D-.(z) D.'-{z)

(I((( ) D (Z) Dl (Z)

„, D-.(s)D;(z) D-., (z)D—(z)
[D(s)]'

(2. 18a)

Calculation of the 8 matrix for g open channels

by direct application of the substitution rules of

Eq. (2. 18) involves the numerical evaluation of

~ q(q + 1) + 1 complex determinants. If the discrete
approximation to D{z+ie) involves even a moderate
number of quadrature points for each channel, it is
clear that for a problem involving several channels
we may have to evaluate a large number of very
large determinants„a rather dismal computational
prospect. The first hint that this estimate of the
number of determinants to be evaluated is too high

is that in the case of one open channel ((j = 1) we

have & g(g +1)+1=2; however, in an actual calcula-
tion, only one determinant need be evaluated. This
is because for one open channel

D.' (E)D.' (S) —D.', (Z)D'(Z)
[D'{s)1' '

{2.i8b)

where

D (k('), k(), ... , k(), ... , k()) =D(ko, k(), . .. , -k(), ... , ko),

(2. 19a)

D»))8(k0»k0» ' ' '»k0» ' ' '»k0» ' ~ ~ »k0)

=D(k('), k(), ... , —ko, ... , —k(~), ... , k()) . (2. 19b)

This direct procedure is used in Sec. IV in a simple
illustration of the use of optical potentials in the
Fredholm method; however, as we shall see in the
following paragraph, there is a more efficient man-
ner of extracting the 8 matrix from an approximate
Fredholm determinant.

B. Factorization of FredhoII Determinant

D(- k.) = D(k.)* (2. 2Oa)

S,(k.) =D(k.)*/D(k. ) . (2. 2Ob)

This result is generalized in the following para-
graph.

The derivation hinges on the fact that3'4

det(l —qA) =detq(l -Aqq) = det(1- (Aqq)q),

where Q is an orthogonal projector and detq denotes
the fact that the determinant is only calculated in
the subspace defined by the projector Q, Aqq = QAQ,
and (Aqq)q denotes the matrix representation of A

in the Q subspace. Consider

D{z+is)=det[l —G(z+ie)V] . (2. 22)

&& ~o( &
+ I -(Pc(z) v J,(z)J,(s)

=det[1 —(pC(Z) V] det[1 —ia(s)], (2. 24)

where the matrix elements (which are numbers) of

B(z) are defined as

%e rewrite this in terms of the principal-value
Green's function

(PC (Z) =- —,
' [C(Z+is)+C(Z —is)]: (2. 28a)

D(Z+ie) =det(i - [(PC(s)V-ivy, (s)V]j, (2. 28b)

where

—i~J,(s)V= —,
' [C(s+is) —G(Z —ie)]

and Po(z) is a projector onto those eigenstates

] E,) of H' which describe open channels at energy
E. %e have at once

D(z+ie) =det(l —[&G(z)V-ivP, (z)V]]
1

=a»(» vG(z)v)d. »(). .v(z)v )
=det[1- (PG(z) V]
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(1+iX= det
(, 1 iR-

D»(E+is)
( )D(Z+is) (a. 2'7)

Equation (2. 2V), which was originally derived by
Newton, ~ is a generalization of Eq. {2.20a). We
now have the additional factor ization

E., (z) =- v {E.) QV[1- a a(z)V]-'j)z, ),
(a. as)

which is the usual definition of the 8 matrix. We
novg see that

D*(z+ie) det[1 —a G (Z)V] det(1+i')
D(z+is) det [1—a C(z) V] det(1 —iz)

= det(f(t d') det{B), (2. 29c)

(2. 30)det(&) = det{l —iC),
C being R real symmetric g &q matrix. We Qow

note that

where P' d' is the XXXupper triangular matrix
which arises directly from the complete Gaussian
triangularization of the matrix d'; 8 is a new ma-
trix. Use has been made of the fact that the Gaus-
sian matrix N, which gives rise to the partial tri-
angular&Eat&on, has un' determmant. ' The fact
that the Gaussian transformabon does not inter-
change columns implies that all scattering informa-
tion is contained in the determinant of the g xg ma-
trix 8, as the sign changes needed for use of the
substitution rules only affect this pal't, of D(E+ i6).
The fact that the Gaussian transformation px'eserves
the symmetry' of D' allows us to write

D(E+ is) = det(l —(PG V}det(l —iB),
which 't}It'1H RB0%' dix'ect extl action of 8 from
D(E+ie), as is shown in Sec. IIC. The advantage
of this extraction is that the 8 matrix can be easily
obtRined from 8 by invex'sion of R matrix %hose di-
mensionality is determined by the number of open
channels, rather than by the numbe"' of numerical
quRdx'Rture points,

D(s+ie)= u n „)a'(z+ic} (a. aea)

The 8 matrix may be extracted from the discrete
approximation to D(E+is) by introducing a Gaussian'
transformation which triangularizes D'(E+ie)„ex-
cept fox the last g columns. This may be seen as
follows.

In a symbolic notation, we write Eq. (2. 15b) as

1det[l -(PG(E) V] = rr p det(d') (2.ala)
@=j.

det(d') = det(S'd') .
The factorizatlon

D(z+ie) = det[l -a'G(E) Vj det{l iz),
when combined with the results of Eqs. (2. 29c) and
(2. Slb), allows us to conclude that det(l —iR)
=det(l - iC). The fact that det(1-iB) and det(l -iC)
contain the same scattering information'3 and. the
fact that the R-matrix decomposition of the 8 matrix
is unique allo%' us to conclude, that Qot only Rre the
determinants equal, but that C = R, to within irrele-
vant signs of the off-diagonal elements» This lm
plies that an appropriate computational procedure
is to carry out the partial triangularization of Eq.
(2. 29b), which may be done entirely with real arith-
metic, Rnd then to simply read off the 8-matrix
elements. The 8 matrix is then easily constructed
as

D'(E+ i&) = det(V D') (2.29a)

(Ã'(f' A)= detj-—
~0 B)

(a. asb)
In Eq. (2. 28b), the dimension of the matrices d',
Vo, and f are NxN, i}xg, and iixN, respectively,
w'here, again, g is the number of open channels Rnd

N is the total number of numerical quadrature
points used to construct d'. Introducing a Gaussian
matrix N which triangularizes the first N columns
of D', where D'(E+ie)=det(D'}, we have

8=(1+iIt}/(1 -iz) .
This result may also be obtained in a direct, if

more complicated, manner by noting that if the wave
f nctions y'. (e;~) are e~~ded as in Sec. 111 of
I,' i.e. ,

(I( (0'~) =j,{k,~) -p c (k, )j (& ~)
f'

then the partial triangularization of Eq. (2. 29b) im-
plicitly solves the coupled principal-value Lipp-
mann-Schwinger equations

y'.(I,~)=i', (e;~)+Q ja G..(n,", ~, ~')



N IL LIAM I'. RE INHARDT

Smith"

0.288
0. 002 74

0.290
0.002 95

Singlet 0')2 0.292 0.288 28 0. 286
Triple t 0 (2 0.002 99 0.002 916 0. 0036

H, Marriot, Proc. Phys. Soc. (London) 72, 121 (1958). Marriot solves the close-coupling equations by a noniterative
method due to Percival, which has recently been rediscovered by Sams and Kouri [J. Chem. Phys. 51, 4809 (1969)].
K. Smith, Phys. Rev. 120, 848 (1980). Smith solves the close-coupling equations by iterative solution of the integro-

differential equations.

0.288 36
0.002 918

TABLE I. Convergence of the s-wave ls 2s inelastic cross section [in units of r(ao) ] in the ls-2s close-coupling
approximation as a function of the number N of numerical quadrature points. The results are compared to the earlier
work of Marriot~ and Smith. The energy of the incident electron is 0. 5 a. u. The total computation time for calculation of
0.

&2 and o.
&2 was 6 sec for the 33-pt calculation and 19 sec for the 66-pt calculation. In each case most of the time was

taken by matrix-element calculation. The runs were carried out on a CDC 6400 computer.

and, at the same time, constructs the R-matrix
elements in such a way that the coefficients c; (k;)
are never explicitly displayed. These coefficients
may be easily obtained, if needed, by back substi-
tution' from the triangularized form of the operator
[1 -(pG(E) V], Eq. (2. 31b). This alternative deri-
vation removes the possible sign ambiguities in the
off-diagonal elements of R.

III. R-MATRIX RESULTS FOR INELASTIC
SCATTERING OF ELECTRONS FROM HYDROGEN

&(g = (j()(kg )
~

V ()(r) + W s ~
j,(k~s) )

(+for singlets, -for triplets), (3.1)

r.s(r) a.,r f(r'=))-)r-'e. (r')As(r-')

(3.2a)

+(j,(u;. )
~
w., ~ j,(u,')) =+((E.+E,-E)f

x jc(u;r')(t)s(r') f "(r') dr'j()(k, r')y (r')

+ f, r'drj, (k, r)g (r) [(1/.r)

x f "(r') dr'P (r')j()(k&r')

As a simple example of the method, and as a test
of its numerical feasibility, calculations have been
carried out for the problem of s-wave scattering
of electrons from hydrogen atoms in the close-
coupling approximation, with the restriction that
only excitations to 8 states of the target are allowed.
In this approximation the matrix elements of the
potential are given by'

reported in this section, the matrix D' was con-
structed as in Eq. (2. 15b) and the 8 matrix ex-
tracted by the partial triangularization of Sec.
II C. The Gaussian method with partial pivots
was used to carry out the triangularization. Table
I shows convergence of the 1s- 2s inelastic cross
section as a function of the number of quadrature
points for the 1s -2s calculation. Table II gives
the inelastic cross sections in the 18, 1s-2s,
1s-2s-3s, and 1s-28-38-4s calculations for an
electron of initial kinetic energy 0.5 a.u. incident
on the ground-state target.

IV. USE OF INELASTIC OPTICAL POTENTIALS IN
FREDHOLM METHOD

The numerical method described in Sec. II C be-
comes unwieldy for a large number of channels;
this is simply because the finite-dimensional ap-
proximation to D(E+fe) becomes prohibitively
large. The numerical problems raised by the
growth of D(E+ie) are easily overcome by the use
of optical potentials. This is easily seen by con-
sidering a two-channel example:

Calculation ls ls —2s-
3s-4s

Singlet 0'&&

Oi3

+f4

l.07 l.13
0.288

l. 23
0.167
0.058

l. 25
0.166
0.031
0.015

TABLE II. Cross sections for s-wave excitation of
ground-state hydrogen atoms in the ls, ls-2s, ls-2s-3s,
and ls-2s-3s-4s close-coupling approximations. The in-
cident electron has an energy of 0.5 a.u. The cross sec-
tions are given in units of &(ao), ao being the Bohr radius
for hydrogen. Agreement with the work of K. Smith [Phys.
Hev. 120, 845 (1960) ] is satisfactory where comparison
can be made.

+ J (r') «'e. (r') jo(f g
r'~1'f (3.2b)

where the y (r) are the radial hydrogenic wave

functions with energy E . In all the calculations

Triplet 0 ~~

0'g2

Ots
0'(4

3.87 3.87
0.0029

3.87
0. 0027
0.000 066

3.87
0.0027
0.000 054
0. 000003 9
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Il(E+i~) proposed and solved by Huck. The Huck poten-
tial matrix is defined by

1 —Gu(E+ia)Vgg ',
—Ggg(E+ie)Vg2- G2, (E+i&)V3& i 1 —G32(E+ie)V22

~

~ ~

(4. 1)

Writing G =—G, (E+ie), this may be factored as

D(E+~e) = det(1-G„V„)det(1-G„V„)

Vgg= V22=0

V~~= V2&=-, c for x& 1

=0 for x&l .

The two-channel Fredholm determinant is

(4. 5)

i

~ G„V„/(1 -G„V„)
—G„V„/(1—G„V„), 1

I

(4.2)

Noting that

g = G;;/(1 —G;;V;;)

( —&ss&s»

= det(1 —Gu ViaG2pV2g)

= det[1 -G g)Egg(E+ le)],

where
and that

IA
det — = det(I AB) = de-t(I —IBA),

Eq. (4. 2) becomes

D(E+ie) = det(l -G~~V») det(l -G,2V22)

(4.3)

Z„(E+i~)= V„G„(E+~~)V„

is the (complex) optical potential describing the
inelasticity. The substitution rules of Sec. II A
can now be used directly to evaluate the 8-matrix
elements, e.g. ,

D, (E) = det[1 —G„(E+i~)Z„(E-i~)] . (4. 7)

& det(l —9»V, 2oz~V2&) .
Since Eg. (4. 4) is an identity, we can use the sub-
stitution rules of Sec. IIA to extract scattering
information. The advantage of this form of the
equation is that all the determinants have a di-
mensionality determined by the number of quadra-
ture points needed to approximate one channel.
The term V&3 Bz2V3, isknownas the generalizedop-
tical potential 5 in the case that channel 2 is
closed' Eq. (4.4) gives an indication of how the
optical potential may be used to describe inelastic
scattering when channel 2 is open. Similar results
may be easily obtained for more than two channels.

As an almost trivial example of the use of in-
elastic optical potentials with the Fredholm meth-
od, we consider the two-channel problem originally

The actual calculation proceeds exactly as in the
one-channel case described in Sec. II. Results
of an optical-potential calculation for the Huck
model are given in Table III.

V, DISCUSSION

It has been shown that the Fredholm method
provides a practical and accurate numerical pro-
cedure for constructing the S matrix for many-
channel scattering problems. The principal ad-
vantage of the method is that it is easily applied
when the potential matrix is nonlocal and/or en-
ergy dependent. However, it also appears that
the method may be somewhat more efficient than
previously existing methods in the case of low-
energy electron-atom scattering. For the three-
channel close-coupling calculation reported in

TABLE III. Elastic and inelastic cross sections for the Buck two-channel problem fjin units of 7t(ao) ]. In each case,
the numerical result is given above the exact result for the wave numbers. k& =1.0 and A2=0. 5. For all values of c,
48 quadrature points were used; eight Legendre-Gauss points were used in each of the intervals 0 =0-0.5, 0.5-1.0,
1.0-1.5, 1.5-4.0, 4.0-15.0, and 15.0-45,

C2=

0.
~~ {numerical)

(exact)
0.21133
0.211 32

0.389 01
0.388 99

1.55602
l.555 97

0.249 62
0.249 58

0.796 66
0.796 65

0.726 23
0.726 20

2.904 92
2.904 81

0.940 81
0.940 70

1.440 19
1.440 18

0.86678
0.86675

3.467 12
3.467 81

1.700 45
l.700 28

1.900 50
l. 900 53

0.849 46
0.849 44

3.397 84
3.397 77

2. 243 51
2. 243 33

2. 167 85
2. 167 91

0.767 47
0.767 46

3.069 89
3.069 85

2. 558 60
2. 558 44

2.308 95
2.309 04

0.674 34
0.674 33

2.697 36
2.697 33

2.724 59
2.724 45
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Sec. III, the procedure is five or six times faster
tllan standax'd (nomte1'atlve) methods now Dl use
to solve the same equations. ' If the 8 matxix is
desired as a function of energy, the Fredholm
method is even mox e advantageous. Most of the
time in the calculations reported here is spent
in computation of the matrix elements; since a
large proportion of these matrix elements do not
need to be recalculated as the scattering energy
is varied, the method becomes relatively more
efficient for each succeeding energy. Thus, in

the case that scattering infox mation is desired
over a range of energies-for example, near a
resonance ox' threshold —it seems safe to say that
the method is at least an order of magnitude faster
than other methods presently in use.
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Excitation of the (2p ) P State of Helium near Thresholde
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The trapped-electron method is applied to the excitation by electron impact of the (2p ) P
state, the lowest doubly excited state of helium which is stable against auto-ionization. The
energy of this state, 59.64+0. 08 eV, is in good agreement with theory. An estimate of the
slope of the total cross section for excitation of the (2P ) P state at threshold gives a value of
4 x 10 cm /eV.

INTRODUCTION

Certain of the doubly excited states of helium have

px opexties Which make their obsex vatlon difficult.

These states, such as the (2pa) &, (2p3p)'P, and SP

states, possess even parity but odd ox bital angular
momentum. They cannot be detected by a photo-
absorption technique such as that used by Madden


