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The excitation spectrum arising from the interaction between two identical atoms (molecules), one of which
is excited .in the presence of a resonant strong electromagnetic field (pump field), is investigated. The
excitation spectrum is found to consist of those describing the symmetric and antisymmetric modes,
respectively. The form of both spectra depends on the relation between the distance R separating the atoms
and the wavelength A of the transition from the ground state to the excited state. For R < A, and when
certain conditions prevail, the spectral function for the symmetric modes consists .of three Lorentzian lines
describing the central peak and the two sidebands whose radiative widths are equal to y,, 37,/2, and 3v,/2,
which are twice the corresponding ones arising from an isolated single atom interacting with the pump field.
For the antisymmetric modes the central peak has a 8-function distribution indicating the stability of the
mode in question, while, when certain conditions are satisfied, the two sidebands are described by
Lorentzian lines each having a radiative width of the. order of 7y,/2, which is equal to the natural linewidth
for a photon spontaneously emitted from an isolated atom. For both the symmetric and antisymmetric modes,
the dipole-dipole interaction between the atoms brings about small energy shifts. For R > A, apart from the
small energy shifts caused by the dipole-dipole interaction, the spectral functions for symmetric and
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antisymmetric modes are similar to that for the single atom interacting with the pump field.

I. INTRODUCTION

Dicke! first pointed out that changes in the life-
times should be expected when two atoms, one of
which is excited, are separated by a distance
R <x, where X is the wavelength of the transition
from the ground state to the excited state. He con-
sidered! the initial state of the system where one
atom is excited while the other is in its ground
state. This initial state may be taken as a super-
position of states which are symmetric and anti-
symmetric with respect to interchange of the
atoms; these states are formally analogous to the
singlet and triplet states of two spins. The anti-

" symmetric state is stable while the symmetric
state has a lifetime one-half that of the isolated
atom. These states have been called by Dicke!
super-radiant states. A detailed calculation for
the energy of interaction between two similar
atoms (molecules) has been given by Stephen? and
also by Hutchinson and Hameka® and McLachlan.*

The spectrum of the light scattered by an iso-
lated atom driven at resonance by a strong electro-
magnetic field consists of three peaks: a central
peak at the excitation frequency and two symmet-
rically placed sidebands. This so-called dynamic,
or ac, Stark effect has been theoretically predicted
by Mollow® and observed experimentally by Schuda
et al.® The three peaks are described by Lo-
rentzian lines®™'? whose radiative widths are 3v,,
3y,, and 3y,, respectively, where 37, is the natural
linewidth for a photon spontaneously emitted from
an isolated atom. The ratio of the central peak
height to the heights of the sidebands is 3:1.5™2

There have been many theoretical treatments of
the subject in question and we refer to a recent one
by Kimble and Mandel'® where details as well as
references can be found.

Collective atomic effects in resonance fluores-
cence have recently been discussed by Agarwal
et al.'* Using the master equation, the scattered
light spectrum from two-and three-atom collec-
tive systems has been calculated and compared
with the one-atom spectrum. The differences are
found* to be significant for weak fields but become
less pronounced at high intensities of the driving
field. The effects arising from the dipole-dipole
interaction between the atoms have not been con-
sidered.'* The purpose of the present study is to
investigate the excitation spectrum arising from
the interaction between two identical atoms, one
of which is excited in the presence of a strong res-
onant electromagnetic field.

The problem is formulated in Sec. II where a
model Hamiltonian has been considered describing
the physical processes where two identical two-
level atoms interact between themselves through
the dipole-dipole interaction as well as with two
fields, a strong resonant (pump) and a weak photon
field, respectively. This Hamiltonian is then used
to derive the equations of motion for the Green’s
functions describing the symmetric and antisym-
metric modes, r'espectively. Using a decoupling
approximation to truncate the hierarchy of the
Green’s functions that appear in the equations of
motion, expressions are derived for the Green’s
functions of the symmetric and antisymmetric
modes. The derived formulas for the Green’s
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functions are reduced to those known in the litera-
ture in the limits in which either there is no reso-
nant pump field or only a single isolated atom in-
teracts with the pump field.

The excitation spectrum of the symmetric and
antisymmetric modes is considered in Sec. III.
The corresponding spectral functions have been
calculated and discussed for the limiting cases
when the atoms are close together R <X (wave-zone
region) or when they are far apart, R>Xx. Ade-
tailed discussion of the spectra is given in Sec. IV.

II. FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM

We consider a simple model consisting of two
identical atoms (molecules) A*and B a distance R
apart. The atoms are assumed to have two non-
degenerate electronic states, the ground and the
excited state, denoted by 0 and v, respectively.
The spectroscopic transition 0~ v is electric-di-
pole allowed and the transition frequency is de-
noted by E,,=E, — Ey; units in which Z=1 are used
throughout. The distance between the atoms is
taken such that the overlap of the wave functions
is very small and may be neglected and the inter-
action between the atoms is of the dipole-dipole
type. Effects associated with the translational
motion of the atoms such as recoil, etc., are neg-
lected. The atoms are resonantly pumped by a
strong-field mode at a frequency w,=E,,, and si-
multaneously coupled to the remaining modes of
the electromagnetic field, these being initially
unpopulated. The Hamiltonian for such a system
may be taken to be

J=3C, +3C, +3C,+3Cs, , (1)
where

¥ = wo(b;bA + bgba "'B;Bo)

+3iw,VF [(b, +b5)BY - (0%, +55)8,], ()
3,=V, 5010, +0%0,), ®)
i,= 20 ckBY,Bes, (@)
ko2

-

k.2

. > E /2
:;Csr= %"*’pz (fm:(k’ )\) C;:)
x [(e-n? R4 b, reif 'ﬁBbB)BE .
— (e Rapt e ERapl)g ] (5)

B,°P, 3(5,-R(F; R

Vas= AB(R)= R? RS

(6)

with R=R , . —lsA and 53 designate the transition
dipole moments to the excited states of the atoms

(molecules) A and B, respectively, f=f, is the
oscillator strength for the electronic transition
0-v and w, is the plasma frequency. B} and B,
are the boson creation and annihilation operators
for the pump mode w,=E,,, while B;*h and B;, are
the corresponding ones describing the electromag-
netic field with wave vector E, frequency ck, and
transverse photon polarization A(=1,2). The com-
pound operators b} and b, are defined as b¥,
=al,a, and b, =0l a,, whereal, and a,,are
the creation and annihilation operators describing
the electron states v and 0, respectively, and sat-
isfy Fermi statistics; effects resulting from the
electron spin are neglected. The operators b, and
b, describe the creation and annihilation of excita-
tions of the atomic field, and for the two-level sys-
tem under consideration, satisfy Pauli statistics;
the operators b} and b, commute with those of b},
and by. )

The first three terms in Eq. (2) describe the
free fields of the atom A, the atom B, and that of
the strong pump field, while the remaining ones
represent the coupling between them. Eq. (3) de-
scribes the Coulomb (dipole-dipole) interaction?:4
between the atoms A and B. For the sake of sim-
plicity, a term in Eq. (3) of the form V ,;(b%5},
+bgh,), which describes the simultaneous creation
or annihilation of two excitations, has been neg-
lected. Eqgs. (4) and (5) represent the free electro-
magnetic field and its coupling with the atomic
fields A and B, respectively. This photon field,
which may be considered to be the weak field in
comparison with the strong pump field, can be
either an external field or the field produced by
the radiating atoms themselves. If the terms de-
scribing the atomic field B are discarded in Eqgs.
(1)-(6), then the remaining terms are identical to
those used in the literature® to study the dynamic
Stark effect for a single two-level atomic system.
We are interested in the physical processes that
occur when a strong pump field acts at resonance
w,=E,, on the atomic systems A and B, and there-
fore our results will be valid in this extreme limit.

We shall make use of the retarded double-time
Green’s functions defined by'%:1°

«x@; Y =-io@ -'X[x@), Y.y, (Ta)

“where

U) =trUe™®*/tre™, B=(k,T)™, (7o)

K is Boltzman’s constant, T is the absolute tem-
perature, and 3C is the total Hamiltonian of the
system. 6(¢) is the usual step function and the op-
erators are in the Heisenberg representation and
7 is taken to be either +1 or -1 depending upon
considerations of convenience. The equation of



18 TWO-ATOM RESONANCE FLUORESCENCE 187

motion of the Green’s function (X (#); Y(¢'))) ) is
given by

W{(X#); YA 0y = 1/20K[X @), YO)],)
+{[x@®),5)5YEN) ). (8)

The subscript (w) as well as the time arguments
of the operators will be suppressed for conve-
nience.

If we define the Fourier transform of the Green’s
function as G§)(w) ={(b, £b; b)) then using Eq. (8)
and the Hamiltonian (1) we derive the equation of
motion

(o=t - 2 Do)

(1—22"_) G0 T (DL, £bLD)B; LY, (9)

where
W, =Wt V,p, (10)
Y:=Y*Y4m> ‘ (11)

Yap= )/AB(w) —2‘*’2 Z %%;?k

x expli (K -RAB)] , (12)

with n, = ¢4b,)=(bLby). The expression for

y= VAA(‘*’) v5(®w) can be obtained from Yan; EQ-
(12), if we replace the exponential expi(k * R,;) by
unity. In deriving Eq. (9), we have discarded the
Green’s function ({(bb, +b5b,;)B;,;0L)) as being
unimportant compared to (b5 ,+b5b,;)8,; 0.
This is in accordance with our original assumption
that the pump field is the strongest of the two.
Using the Hamiltonian (1) and Eq. (8), we derive
the equation of motion for the Green’s function
(B0, +bLb)By; b)) as

(@ = wo = V)KBLb , £bLb 5)BG; BL))
= 35w,V (b, £b5)BYBo; DL
H37ap (121 +V, A7 DL, 255,080 51),
(13)
where a term of the form
—3iw, Vf (0,£05)B,Bo— (050,05 £DLb5b,); L))
(14)

has been omitted on the right-hand side of Eq. (13).

The first term in Eq. (14) describes the physical
process where two photons of the pump field act
simultaneously on the atomic systems A and B,

while the last one represents the analogous pro-
cess arising from the action of the dipole atomic

field A and B on the number density operators
bLbB and bb,, respectively. Both processes are
much less important than that caused by the photon
density of the pump field acting on the atomic sys-
tems A and Band described by the Green’s function
(b, £b5)BsB; b))

In the same spirit we derive the following ex-
pressions for the Green’s functions:

(W= wo =YL £05D,)80; 0100
=F 31w, Vf (b, +b5)81B0;0%)
+yap3(121) 4V, 5(1%1)]
XU@4b, +b5b )8 0L, (15)

(w—w, - 27, )(b, £b5)BLB,; bl

(12i)no+ 2(iQVing) (((bYD, £b1b,)B,; b))
“3a = OH@), 1o
where
Qmo,(fn)?, ‘ (17a)
and
’n0=<3330> ()

are the energy shift and the average number den-
sity of the photon pump field, respectively. In
deriving Eq. (16) use has been made of the follow-
ing decoupling approximations:

{4, +b%b )8 BB DL

~2m,((0}b, £b}b 5B L)), (18a)

{BEBoBo; BN~ 2n(( By; D))
=[Gw,F )/ (0 - w)lnGEl(w).  (18b)

This decoupling approximation indicates that all
dynamic effects arising from photon-photon inter-
actions for the pump field are completely dis-
carded and the photon in question sees only the
average field of all others (static effect) which is
described by the average number of photons
ny,={BIBy). This approximation is asymptotically
valid for large values of w and high photon densi-
ties of the pump field.

Solving Egs. (13), (15) and (16), we obtain

[(@ = 0= 7) (@ - w, = 37,) - ]K(B]D, +b5b5)Be; b

—siw,Vf <(1 ~ 2n,) Ng+ @

2m (w—wy)

M(w)) (19)
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(W—wy =y +2V ) (@ —w_ —37.) - 2 1-2n
[ o—7 AB)( 27’) \ ] GX,B)(w)= ( y)

X035 b3 )83 820) = ~bio, I 52

(20)

Substituting Eq. (19) into Eq. (9) and retaining
only those energy shifts induced by the pump field
which are of the order of 2, i.e., considering the
limit in which n,>1, we have

1
3Q°

2m(w - w, —1y,)

LQz
T o how) @

which describes the spectrum of the symmetric
modes, while substitution of Eq. (20) into Eq. (9)
yields )

- (1-2n,)
GLB)(('U) =27T(w —_ w-_%y-)

the spectrum of the antisymmetric modes. The
Green’s functions (21) and (22) will be used in Sec.
III to discuss the excitation spectrum of the sys-
tem under investigation.

III. EXCITATION SPECTRUM

In the absence of the pump field, i.e., in the
limit in which =0 (2,=0), Egs. (21) and (22) are
reduced to

(1-2n,)

G ) = e —w, - ) ?

(23)

which describes the excitation spectrum of the
symmetric (+) and antisymmetric (-) energy
modes for the physical process arising from the
interaction of two similar atoms one of which is
excited. When the appropriate limits are taken
for R<x and R>x, where x=(c/E,;), the results
obtained from Eq. (23) for the spectrum of the
symmetric and antisymmetric modes are identical
to those known in the literature.?™,

In the absence of the atom B, i.e., wheny,,=0
and V,,=0, then Egs. (21) and (22) become identi-
cal, G{}(w)=G{3(w)=G, ,(w), which is given by

<1+(w-wo—y+2VAB)(w_

w.—47.) - 92) ’ @2)

r

(1-2n,)

Gaalw)= 21 (W - wy - 1y)

LQZ )
X (1+(w_wo—’}/)(w_w0__é_-y) _Qz) ’
(24)

which may be rewritten as

1-2n, [ 1-0%/2(Q2 - L2 Q
Gyulw)= "[ 16—~ 4
AA( ) o w_wo_%y 4(92_ _]%},2)
1
><< Q -3y "
W-w,—- -3y

Q+iv

+w—wo+9*%7’)}.

In calculating y=y(w) from Eq. (12) with
exp(k *R,5) =1, we discard the real part and con-
sider only the imaginary part so that

(25)

(W)=~ i ImY(w)= =%, (26)
where
Yo= 2 (wy/c)*| B, 2, 1)

which is the spontaneous-emission probability.
Substituting Eq. (26) into (25) and then taking the
imaginary part of G, ,(w) we find

92

_ 1 _ 02 2, 1.2
—2ImG () = ﬂva [270[1 Q%/2(22 + 197

o = (w - w, - Q)v,/40

+
&+ 27D

(w - w0)2 + (%YO)Z
g

(w - wy— QP+ (§v,)°

%}’o'l'(w —wo+g)70/49>] . (28)

(w - wo + Q)Z + (%7/0)2
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Equation (28) describes the spectral function for the mtera.ctmg system in question. In the limiting case
when 92> L-y3 then Eq. (28) is reduced to

2(7,) (17,) ) ) 9)
(w—wof+ (379 Tw=-w,- Q)2+( 577 T (0~ o+ 2P+ R/

-2ImG , ,(w) %-1—_4—?—” (

which is identical to that known in the literature.®®™% For the sake of convenience, we will consider the
excitation spectrum for the symmetric and antisymmetric modes separately.

-~

1. Excitation spectrum of the symmetric modes

The expression (21) for G{(w) may be written

- —~ 02 > 1 1 1 _1
G4w) ~ 1 Zn,(l /2@, ~iy)@.+iv) | /4@ +iy) | _9/4@, -iv) ) (30)
2m W-w, =37, W-wo=Q, =3y, W-wy+Q. =27,
where
Q=Q+3V,,. _ : - (31)

We first consider the case in which the atoms are close together.
(@) R<x (x=c/wy,=c/E,q). The expression for y,=7,(w) can be calculated from Egs. (11) and (12); the
results of such a calculation are known in the literature.?™ In general, for the real part of y, z(w) we have?
3Rey , 5() ==V, 5 +w,5(R), (32)

where the expression for w,,(R) decays exponentially with R/x. For R<X, an expansion in powers of R/X
yields,? w,z(R)~ V, 5 so that, in this limit, Rey,z(w)~0. For the imaginary part of v, z(w) for R<X is

given by? 417

Imy , (@) =7,[1+0(8/x)] ~ 7. (33)
Hence,

Imy,(w)~ 2y, . (34)

Substituting Eqs. (32)-(34) into Eq. (30) and then taking the imaginary part of G{(w), we have

Yol = 3D) + (w =w,)yoV, 5D/ (402 = V2 ; +72)
(w-w,)2+92

—2ImG ) (w) = 1 —ﬂ2n,, <

(_70)—(w wo = Q,)v/ (22 - Vas)
(0 - w, -Q) + (o)

+iD _70+(w wo+32-)70/(2Q+VAB)
S R e

) e

where ¢ ' _ +) 1-2n, ( 2Y,
2AmG () ~ 47 (W=w)+y?

4Q%(4Q% - V2 L+ vD)

3
} 27
(A% = V2 + 72+ 43V5 To—(@ +Q'))]2+(%7°)2
0 +
(36)
20292+ V,5) * o > ’
D= Bas v, P ir [0 (@ - 2 + (ro?

. (37)
Equation (35) for —2ImG {}}(w) describes the spec-
tral function of the system under consideration as

a function of w and for any values of the parame-

ters Q, V,p5, and v,.
In the limit when ©2>%y2 and Q> V,,, Eq. (35)
is reduced to

for Q2> 4y2 Q> V,., and R<X.

The spectral function (37) describes three Lo-
rentzian lines peaked at frequencies w=w,, w=w,
+8,, and w=w, - . having spectral widths of the
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order of ¥, 37, and 37,, respectively. Equation
(33) implies that the damping constants are larger
by a factor of 2 than the corresponding ones of
Eq. (29). Hence, there is a cooperative effect due
to the presence of the atom B. There is also an
additional small energy shift arising from the
dipole-dipole interaction between the atoms. The
ratio of the central-peak height to the heights of
the sidebands is 3:1, the linewidth ratio is 1:1.5
and remains the same in both cases; this is in
agreement with the conclusion derived by Agarwal
et al.*

The spectral function (35) implies that the profile
of the three lines becomes asymmetric for fre-

quencies occurring far from the center of the lines.

The asymmetry of the central peak for w+# w, de-
pends on the value of the dipole-dipole interaction
V, 5 as well as of that of the ratio (4Q%+V?,)/+2.
The asymmetry of the sidebands occurs for fre-
quencies w# w,+Q, and w# w, - Q. and depends on
the values of (292 -V ,;)/v, and 292+ 7V, 5)/v,, re-
spectively. It is pointed out that one of the three
terms of Eq. (35) may be negative or zero for
values of w for which the numerator of the corre-
sponding term becomes negative or vanishes. For
example, considering that V,,is an attractive in-
teraction so that V=~ | Vagl, then the first term
of Eq. (35) for the central peak becomes negative

or zero for values of w satisfying the condition

(42 -Vv2_+73) < 1. 1)
- >0 T CTABTION
w-w, LN 53 (38)
Similarly, the second and third terms in Eq. (35)

which describe the two sidebands become negative
or zero for values of w satisfying the expressions

4Q -V, g <0 —w,<—4Q-V,,. (39)

Negative values of the spectral function indicate
amplification rather than attenuation of the signal
field and corresponds to the physical process of
stimulated emission.**® Thus, if w satisfies one
of the inequalities (38)—(39) then the phenomenon
of stimulated emission occurs. Antiresonance is
obtained when w satisfies one of the equalities
(38)-(39), for which value the corresponding term
in Eq. (35) vanishes.!®

(b) R>x. In this limit, w,4(R) and Imy,,(w) are
negligibly small in comparison with that of V ,,
and y, and are given by Egs. (33) and (34) of Ref.
(2), respectively. Neglecting w,(R) and Imy ,,(w),
we obtain from Egs. (32)-(34), for R>X,

%Re‘yAB(w) R ~V,g, Imy (w)=y,. (40)

Substituting Eq. (40) into Eq. (30) and then taking
the imaginary part of G{*}(w), we have

g +(@-0.+2y/4Q+V,5))
* 0(w-w-+9)2+(%y0)2 48 > , (41)

J
1 1
—ZImGX'B)((D) - 1 -— 271,, ( 2'}/0(1 - ZD )+ (w - w.o)’yOI:ABlD,/g(‘Qz - ViB + 'il'g“)/(z))
2m (w - wo) + (EYo)
3

1py ?7’0—(“’—‘-"-‘9)7’0/4(9“/.43) 10

+aD: (W —w. = Q)2+ 3y,)? +eD
|
where

(- Vip+ Ilayo)z +375Van

DI

(42)

D= ULV, )
TRV, )P+ R

Eq. (41) represents the spectral function for our
system for distances R>*x as a function of w and
for general values of the parameters @, V,,, and
Yo- In the limit when (R V,p)*> X923 and Q> V4,
we derive from Eq. (42) the expression

2(z7,)
(W — wo)2+ (B7,)?

-~ =12 (

o
+
(W —w_ = Q)2+ (3y,)?

3
47’0

\
T w.+ Q)2+ GrpE) 43

for
Q£ V452> Lv3, Q> V,p R>x.

In this limit, the damping of the modes in Eq. (43)
is identical to that of Eq. (29). The central peak is
not affected at all, while there is a small frequen-
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cy shift of the sidebands due to the dipole-dipole
interaction.

The three lines corresponding to the three terms
in Eq. (41) become asymmetric for frequencies
w# w, and w #w_+§, respectively. One of the
three terms in Eq. (41) becomes negative (zero) .
if w satisfies one of the following inequalities
(equalities)

)2 1.2
w—wo><l—)?7_1> uﬂ_tﬁ_‘.’z, (44)
V.51
4Q-V,p)Sw—w,<—4(Q+V,,). (45)

Egs. (44) and (45) are analogous to Eq. (38) and
(39), respectively.

2. Excitation spectrum of the antisymmetric modes

We may rewrite Eq. (22) for G4 }(w) as

G )w) o L= 2, < 1- 9Q%/2(Q.+ 3y — 17 )(Q,— 3y +1v.)
2 (w—w_~ 3y.)

Q/4(Q+ 3y - 3y.)

W—w_—Q_ - %y—%y-

/4R, — 3y +iy.) >
W-w.+Q—-2y—3y./’

(46)

(a) R<x. In this limit, the imaginary part of
y.(w) is given by? Imy_(w) =y,(R?/%%), which is
small in comparison to y, and may be neglected.
Using the fact that Rey, 5(w)~0 and Imy(w) = y,,
Eq. (46) becomes

) 1 - :m (1 = 92/2(Q. = 3iy)) @+ Fiy) |, QR+ 3ive) /A2 17D | Q.- Bivy)/4(@2+ 173) > T

(w-w.)

Taking the imaginary part of Eq. (47), we have

(@ w.— 2+ birg)

(W—-w. +Q + %z‘yo)

o,
~2umGe) =122 [ (1o g QD Yy,
m (R +398)2+3v3V 3,
N Q2 3y, —(w—w.=R)y/2Q. QQ,  Fy,+(w-w_+ Q+)yo/29+] (48)
AUH+17)  (w-w - Q)+ () UL (- w.+ 2)%+ (3o)
In limit when Q2> §y2 and > V,,, Eq. (48) becomes

- . 1-2n Yo 4
—2ImG)(w) = J (2 - 2o i 49
ImG'J(w) T To(w— w_)+ @_ o _0) (%y0)2+ @ or oy ) (49)

The spectral function (49) indicates that the central
peak has a 6-function distribution and peaked at
w=w_. This is in agreement with the results ob-
tained in the absence of the pump field.!™ The
sidebands are described by Lorentzian lines peaked
at the frequencies w=w_+ Q. and w=w _- Q_ with
each having a spectral width equal to 3y, Thus,
the energy mode of the central peak is stable and
does not radiate, while the modes w=w_+ Q.

=wo- 3V p+rQand w=w .- Q=w,- 3V, ,- 2, cor-
responding to the sidebands, are damped and have
a lifetime equal to that for a single isolated atom,
respectively. The lack of radiative cooperative
contribution of the atoms A and B to the sidebands

for Q2> 3v2, Q> V,,.

can be seen from Egs. (13) and (15) wherein the
expressions for the Green’s functions
((B1D 4= LD ) Bo; BT and (B 5=bhb )Bo; L)),
the cooperative radiative effects (of the type y, ),
are cancelled and only that of y(w)=1y,,(w)=1ygz(w)
survives.

The spectral function (48) indicates that, for

~frequencies w#w_+Q_and w#w.- Q,, the spectral

lines for the sidebands become asymmetric, the
extent of which depends on the values of the ratios
¥o/29. and y,/2Q,, respectively. When w satisfies
one of the inequalities

2(Q+ VAB)gw_wDS —2(Q+ VAB)’ (50)
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then one of the last two terms in Eq. (48) becomes
negative, indicating that the process of stimulated
emission may occur. Antiresonance is obtained
when w satisfies one of the equalities (50).

(b) R>X. Neglecting w,5(R) and Imy , z(w) and
considering that Rey, g(w)=-2V,  and Imy(w) = y,,
we obtain from Eq. (46) the expression for
-2 ImG')(w) which is identical to that of Eq. (41)
as it should be. Hence, Egs. (41) and (43) describe
the spectral function for case in question since,
for R>x, ImGY)(w)=ImG ) (w).

IV. DISCUSSION

We have considered the excitation spectrum
arising from the interaction between two similar
atoms, one of which is excited in the presence of
a strong resonant electromagnetic field. It is
shown that when R < X, the spectral function for
the symmetric modes is given by Eq. (35), which
consists of three asymmetric lines whose form
depends on the relation among the parameters €,
Yo, and V. When Q2> 42 and >V, ,, Eq. (35)
is reduced to Eq. (37) which is similar to
Eq. (29) describing the interaction of an iso-
lated single atom with the pump field with the ex-
ception that the damping constants are twice as
large and the energies are shifted due to the di-
pole-dipole interaction between the atoms.

The spectral function for the antisymmetric
modes (R < X) is given by Eq. (48), where the mode
of the central peak is stable while the two side-
bands are described by asymmetric Lorentzian
lines where the extent of the asymmetry depends
. on the values of y,/28. and v,/29,, respectively;
when €, > 3vy,, both lines for the sidebands be-
come symmetric with a linewidth appropriate to
spontaneous emission from a single isolated atom.
It is of interest to point out that the central peak
corresponds to a stationary state with energy w
=w_, which is in agreement with the literature,'™
while both states corresponding to the sidebands
are capable of emitting photons.

For R>X, the spectral function for the symme-
tric and antisymmetric modes is given by Eq. (41)
which is reduced to Eq. (43) when (2 V ,,)?

>Losand 2> V,, Eq. (43) is similar to that ob-
tained when an isolated single atom interacts with
a strong pump field.

In the expressian (35), the central peak is asym-
metric at frequencies w #w, and the asymmetry
appears to be proportional to V,,. To investigate
this term further, we write the asymmetric part
of the numerator of the first term in Eq. (35) as
(w - w,)20Q%5(2?%), where the function S(R2?) has the
form

(2'}’0 VAB)
(4927 = V2 g+ v %+ (2y,V 4%

5(9%) = (51)
Equation (51) indicates that S(Q*) as a function of
? is described by a Lorentzian line peaked at
49%= V2 , - v3 and has a width of the order of
2y,V 5 Physically, the function S(°) describes
the cooperative effect which results from the cor-
relation of the interatomic (dipole-dipole) interac-
tions and the radiation field. Such physical pro-
cesses arising from correlation effects satisfy the
appropriate energy-conservation rules and bring
about asymmetric broadening of the spectral lines.
The function S(2?) becomes maximum

Smax(ﬂz) = 1/270VAB ’ (52)
for
49%= V2, — 42, (53)

When Eq. (53) is satisfied, then the term describ-
ing the asymmetry becomes equal to (v — w,)Q?/
YoV 45, an effect which may be observed experi-
mentally for w #w,. Similar discussion holds for
the asymmetry that appears in the first term of
Eq. (41).

We emphasize that our results are valid when
the pump field is strong, that is, when the number
of photons 7, is much greater than one (z,>1). In
this respect, the neglect of the Green’s functions
like those appearing in Eq. (14) is justifiable. The
decoupling approximation given by Eq. (18) is
equivalent to the Hartree- Fock self-consistent
field approximation®® and is expected to be asymp-
totically correct for large values of frequency w
and high photon densities of the pump field.
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