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Many-body entangled states allow precision measurement beyond the standard quantum limit. Yet they have
not been effectively exploited in optical lattice clocks except for proof-of-principle demonstrations. Under the
current experimental conditions, taking into account the lattice perturbation, atom-atom interactions, and local
oscillator noise, we theoretically evaluate the performance of spin-squeezing-based shallow-lattice Yb optical
clocks. The numerical simulation shows that the stability of differential frequency comparison between two Yb
ensembles in squeezed spin states potentially accesses the 10~'° level at the averaging time of 1 s. The resultant
Wineland parameter may be as low as &2, = 0.027, corresponding to a reduction of averaging time by a factor
of 37, and is limited by the collision-induced degradation of spin squeezing. The metrological gain provided by
spin squeezing opens up new opportunities for precision measurement and fundamental physics.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Substantial progress has been made in recent years on
optical lattice clocks, significantly advancing precision mea-
surement [1]. Clock uncertainty at the 107'% level [2,3]
allows gaining new insights into many-body physics [4,5],
tighter limits on fundamental constant variation [6], ultralight
dark matter, and gravitational waves [7]. Additionally, the
careful evaluation of electric-quadrupole, magnetic-dipole,
and hyperpolarizabilities and employing lattice lasers with
substantially filtered background spectra have pushed the un-
certainty of lattice-induced light shifts down to the 10~
level [8—11]. Moreover, operating clocks in shallow lat-
tices minimizes Raman scattering in upper clock states [12],
thereby extending the interrogation time up to tens of sec-
onds [13,14] and raising the clock duty cycle. Further, subtle
engineering of the Hamiltonian of lattice-trapped atoms tunes
the density shift to zero [15], leading to a differential fre-
quency uncertainty at the 1072! level over the averaging time
of 10% h, which enables resolving the gravitational redshift
across a millimeter-scale atomic sample [14].

Conventional optical lattice clocks are built upon N uncor-
related probe particles (atoms and ions). The corresponding
uncertainty of the clock phase measurement is bounded
by the standard quantum limit (SQL) that arises from the
quantum projection noise (QPN) of independent particles
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in coherent spin states (CSSs) [16,17], (A¢)sqL =N03
(Fig. 1). Employing nonclassical spin states of particles may
beat the SQL [18]. The one-axis twisting based on photon-
mediated [19], Rydberg-dressed [20], and power-law [21]
interactions between particles is usually utilized to carry out
spin squeezing. The resultant measurement uncertainty based
on squeezed spin states (SSSs) scales as (Ag)sss = N 08
(see below). In addition, measurement-based spin squeezing
was recently demonstrated on state-of-the-art optical clocks
by means of cavity quantum electrodynamics [22,23]. In-
deed, the true fundamental limit to the phase resolution is
imposed by the Heisenberg uncertainty principle [24], i.e.,
the Heisenberg limit (A¢)y. = N~!, and can be reached
using maximally entangled states (MESs). This has been
verified through a quantum network composed of a few entan-
gled optical clocks [25]. However, creating large-scale MESs
that are highly desired for metrological applications is still
challenging [26-28].

The performance of a many-body optical clock has not
yet reached the SQL due to the technical noise that results
from the interrupted interrogation of particles, known as the
Dick effect [29]. Thanks to the substantial reduction of the
thermal Brownian noise in local oscillators [30,31], the Dick-
effect-limited instability of an optical clock may reach the
low 107'7/,/T level for an averaging time 7 [32], but still
lies above the SQL. Fortunately, the absolute frequency mea-
surement of optical clocks is not essential for many practical
applications such as testing general relativity [33] and engi-
neering interparticle interactions [15]. All the necessary infor-
mation can be directly derived from the differential frequency

©2024 American Physical Society
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FIG. 1. Phase measurement uncertainty A¢ in the Ramsey spec-
troscopy as a function of the particle number N. Circles: numerical
results based on the one-axis-twisting spin squeezing. Solid line:
curve fitting. Inset: steps of creating SSSs via the one-axis twisting.

measurement between two probe particle systems, where the
rejection of the Dick noise leads to a clock comparison limited
by the QPN [34]. Recently, a synchronous frequency compar-
ison demonstrated the unprecedented 10~'8/,/7 level [14].

All of the above progress paves the way toward a
spin-squeezing-enhanced synchronous frequency comparison
beyond 10~'3/,/7. In this work, we investigate the potential
frequency stability of the synchronous comparison between
shallow-lattice Yb optical clocks using SSSs. The clock op-
eration is numerically simulated, where the noise in the
state-of-the-art local oscillator, lattice-induced light shifts of
the clock transition, and atom-atom collisions are involved.
It is found that the resultant differential frequency stability
accesses the 1071 level at the averaging time of 1 second,
opening up new opportunities in quantum metrology and pre-
cision measurement.

II. SHALLOW-LATTICE Yb OPTICAL CLOCKS

As shown in Fig. 2(a), two laser sub-beams from an ul-
trastable local oscillator at 578 nm interact with two Yb
ensembles, Yb-1 and Yb-2, respectively, in a synchronous
manner. Two atomic ensembles are separately trapped in
two one-dimensional (1D) optical lattices and have the same
atom number N. The sub-beams are respectively locked
to the |g) ="' So(F = 3, Mp = —1)-|e) =* Po(F = 1. My =
%) clock transition in Yb ensembles through two independent
acousto-optic modulators, AOM-1 and 2. Here, F denotes
the total angular momentum and My is the z-axis projection.
Ramsey spectroscopy is applied to derive the laser frequency.

A. One-axis-twisting spin squeezing

The one-axis-twisting model is employed to implement
spin squeezing of individual ensembles and the Ramsey
interrogation is performed accordingly [19]. The specific pro-
cedure is summarized as follows (see the inset of Fig. 1): Two
states, |g) and |s) =! Sy(F = %, Mp = %), of Yb form a spin
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FIG. 2. Spin-squeezing-enhanced optical lattice  clocks.
(a) Clock scheme of synchronous frequency comparison. Two
ensembles of Yb atoms are separately trapped in two 1D optical
lattices and are interrogated by the same clock laser. (b) Energy-level
structure of Yb atom. (c) Time sequence of clock cycle.

[Fig. 2(b)]. All atoms in an ensemble are initialized in |g).
A radiofrequency (rf) 7-pulse is resonantly coupled with the
|g) - |s) transition, generating the CSS of the ensemble,

[Yess) = e 52 Ty @ 1€ m » (1)

as shown in Fig. 2(c). Here, m = (m,, m,, m) labels the mo-
tional state of a lattice-trapped fermionic atom that is localized
on the mth lattice site and undergoes radial harmonic vibration
with the quantum numbers m,—, ,, and Su:x“ are the total
spin operators (see Appendix A). Then, an off-resonant light
pulse drives the |s)-3P (F = %,MF = %) transition and the
ensemble undergoes one-axis twisting evolution for a duration
«. Another rf pulse is subsequently used to rotate the spin
system around the y axis by an angle (8 — %), resulting in
the SSS of the ensemble

—_i(B— S _igS2?
[¥sss) = e P/ g )

A light 7 pulse illuminates the ensemble, mapping all atoms
in |s) to the upper clock |e) state. After a dark time 7', a second
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light = pulse is launched to map the atoms in |e) back to
|s). Finally, the other rf Z-pulse resonantly drives the |g) - |s)
transition and the projection measurement

P@) =1/2+ (Y (@) (S-/N) [¥1($)) 3)
is performed on the ensemble that is in the state
V(@) = e T e % ysgs) | “

where ¢ accounts for the phase difference accumulated be-
tween the clock laser and the atomic clock transition over the
dark period. The angles («, 8) are numerically determined
according to the minimization of the phase measurement
uncertainty

A¢p = Ap/|op/dgl, &)
with the variance of the projection measurement
(Ap)* = (W (@) S-/N)* Y (9)) — P 6)

The detailed theoretical description can be found in Ap-
pendix A and [35,36].

B. Coherence time of clock transition

Various noise sources disturb the |g) - |e) clock transition.
It has been pointed out that, although the natural linewidth of
the clock transition is as low as 8.3 mHz, the Raman scatter-
ing (e.g., 3Py — 3Py) of lattice photons strongly shortens the
lifetime of |e) [37]. This issue can be addressed by operating
the clock in a shallow lattice [38,39]. According to the ex-
perimental results in [37], the dependence of the coherence
time 7.0, Of the clock transition on the lattice potential Uy is
approximated by

Teon(u) = 2 x 0.09 mHz x u + 27 x 8.3 mHz)™!, (7)

with u = Uy/ER, the photon recoil energy Eg/h = 2.0 kHz,
and the Planck constant 4.

The conventional lattice depth Uy for the clock operation is
hundreds of Eg, resulting in a to of the order of 1 s [19,40].
As the lattice depth is reduced down to 10Eg, T.on approaches
the natural lifetime of |e) [Fig. 3(a)], allowing a clock in-
terrogation time limited by the local oscillator’s coherence
time and also enhancing the clock duty cycle. In addition, the
main population peak of a lattice-trapped atom is over three
orders of magnitude higher than that of nearest-neighbor sites.
Thus, the strong Wannier-Stark localization of atoms is still
maintained in the shallow lattice (see Appendix B).

It is worth pointing out that according to the recent achieve-
ments in shallow-lattice Sr optical clocks [10,14,15,22],
shallow-lattice Yb optical clocks hold promising prospects,
although the relevant practical clock operation has not been
demonstrated yet.

C. Light shifts

The clock transition experiences lattice-induced light shift.
The conventional magic wavelength of 759 nm, at which two
clock states have the same dynamic electric-dipole polariz-
ability [41], allows reducing the clock uncertainty induced
by the lattice intensity fluctuations below 10~!7 [3,6,42].
Further suppression of the light shift down to the 107!
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FIG. 3. (a) Dependence of the coherence time 7., of the clock
transition on the lattice depth u for Yb lattice clocks. (b) Depen-
dence of the light shift Av g on the detuning §; of the lattice
laser away from the conventional magic wavelength of 759 nm
and the lattice depth u for Yb lattice clocks. The x symbol
denotes the crossing point between Avig(Sp,u) =0 (solid) and
% Avis(8L, u) = 0 (dashed) curves. The o symbol corresponds to the
point B%AULs(SL, u=10)=0.

level relies on the careful evaluation of differential electric-
quadrupole, magnetic-dipole, and hyperpolarizabilities [8,10].
In the clock operation, all atoms are usually prepared in the
axial ground vibrational state. The dependence of the light
shift Avpg(SL, u) of the clock transition on the small lattice
laser detuning §; away from the conventional magic wave-
length and u is derived as (see Appendix C)

hAvs = 3,AGE 8, (J/pu/2 — pu) — Aa™  /pu/2
—q AB Gu/dp — ) /p + ), ®)
with p = (1 + kgT,./Uy) "L, ¢ = (1 + 2kgT,/Uy)~", the Boltz-
mann constant kg, and the radial temperature 7, of atoms. The

experimental results of the frequency derivative of the differ-
ential electric dipole (E 1) polarizability A@~!, the differential
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multipolar polarizability, and the differential hyperpolariz-
ability between |g) and |e) are 8, A&F! /h = 25.74 uHz/MHz,
A& /h = —1027 uHz, and AB/h = —1.194 uHz, respec-
tively [9]. In this work, we set 7, = 0.2 uK. Achieving such
low radial temperature is feasible, although the practical im-
plementation is complex [37,43].

In principle, the operational lattice detuning and depth
should be set at the crossing point (6 = 5.2 MHz, u = 43.1)
between the line for the vanishing of the light shift Av g =0
and the line for minimizing the sensitivity of Avrg on lattice
intensity fluctuations dAv g/du = 0 (see Fig. 3) [8]. How-
ever, in order to operate the clock in a shallow lattice, we only
focus on the latter condition at the cost of sacrificing the clock
accuracy Avps # 0. Setting u = 10 gives the corresponding
detuning §p = 4.5 MHz and the light shift Av g = 0.8 mHz
(fractional shift of 1.5 x 107!8). The uncertainty of Avig can
be less than 2 uHz (fractional uncertainty at the 1072! level)
by controlling the relative fluctuations of the lattice intensity
within 10% and narrowing the lattice laser linewidth down
to 10 kHz.

It is worth pointing out that the theoretical (analytic)
model (8) for light shifts is based on an ideal, background-
free lattice laser system. However, as illustrated in [11], a
practical lattice laser relies on a tapered amplifier that con-
tains a broadband background spectral component stemming
from the amplified spontaneous emission (ASE), thereby re-
sulting in unwanted residual light shifts. The ASE can be
spectrally filtered using a volume Bragg grating, leading to
an estimated fractional frequency shift at the 102! level for
typical experimental conditions [11]. In addition, employing
a titanium:sapphire laser for the optical trapping benefits from
a spectral purity that well surpasses the tapered amplifier.

D. Blackbody radiation shift

Besides the lattice-induced light shift, the clock transition
is also perturbed by the blackbody radiation (BBR), resulting
in a shift [44,45]

Avggr = —(1.25 Hz)(T /Tp)* — (21.9 mHz)(T /Tp)®
—(0.74 mHz)(T /Tp)®, )

with the ambient temperature 7 and 7y = 300 K. The first
term on the right-hand side corresponds to the static contri-
bution and the rest of the terms account for small dynamic
corrections. By operating the clock in the cryogenically
shielded environment with 7 = 77 K, the BBR shift can be
reduced to Avggr = —5.5 mHz (fractional shift of 1.1 x
10~17). Determining the temperature within an uncertainty
of AT =0.1 K leads to a fractional BBR uncertainty of
6 x 1072, Cryogenic optical lattice clocks have been recently
demonstrated with a clock uncertainty of a few millihertz [3].

III. COLLISIONAL EFFECTS

The remaining major source of the clock uncertainty is
the collisional shift Avcg of the |g) - |e) clock transition that
arises from the off-site s-wave and on-site p-wave interactions
between atoms [15]. The atom-atom interactions mainly occur
within the Ramsey dark period, during which the atoms are in
the superposition state of |g) and |e). Here, we assume that all

atoms in |s) are completely mapped into |e) using the light 7
pulses [Figs. 2(b) and 2(c)]. The collisional shift Avcg can be
evaluated through numerical simulation.

Following the spin-1/2 model approximation [15,46—48],
the interatomic collisions in an ensemble are governed by the
operator

‘7 = Z [Kmm’jm 'jm’ + Xmm’j;;ljlzrl/

m#m’
+ Ymmv (j;;lﬁm’ + ﬁmjrzn’)]’ (10)

—Ampm's  Xmm' = Bf-si)l/ + Bgﬁ} - 2B,(§g>

with kpm = stf]i, '

l(;;: —Bl(ﬁgm),. Here, the off-site s-wave Apm
and on-site p-wave Bft'fll;), (u, v = e, g) interaction strengths
depend on the overlaps between the m and m’ motional states
of atoms and the s-wave (a,, = —25a9 with the Bohr radius
ag [49]) and p-wave (b, = —74ay, bie = O.1b§g, and b, ~
0 [49]) scattering lengths (see Appendix D). jm = fﬁlex +
fi‘,',ey + ffnez corresponds to the angular momentum operator
associated with the two-state (|g) and |e)) atom in the m
motional state and 7ip, account for the atom number operator.

In the specific simulation, we numerically create the dis-
tribution of atoms over different m motional states for each
clock cycle. The on-site atom number follows the Gaussian
distribution (with the axial width of the atomic cloud L;) along
the lattice axis. The radial distribution of atoms on a lattice
site over different quantum harmonic oscillators labeled by
the indexes m, and m, obeys the Fermi-Dirac distribution (see
Appendix D).

In the clock operation, all atoms are initially prepared in the
lower clock state, i.e., spin-polarized fermions, substantially
suppressing the s-wave collisions due to the Fermi statistics.
In addition, as verified in [49,50] the s-wave interactions
between Yb atoms on different lattice sites can be ruled out
even when the probe beam is artificially misaligned (i.e., in-
troducing the excitation inhomogeneity larger than the typical
value). Therefore, here we only consider the on-site p-wave
interactions, i.e., the pair of m and m’ atoms in Eq. (10) should
be on the same lattice site. Additionally, the p-wave scattering
between on-site |g) and |e) atoms mainly contributes the col-
lisional shift due to |b§g| > |b§e, gl

The collisional shift Avcg is evaluated using Ramsey spec-
troscopy. In the SSS-based Ramsey measurent, where the
ensemble has been prepared in |{sss) [Eq. (2)], the ensemble
wavefunction evolves to

[Yp) = e 25 qe e VT g yass) (11)

and 2y = B

after the second Ramsey 7 pulse. Here, J. = dom jfn and ¢
denotes the accumulated phase difference between the laser
and the clock transition over the dark period. The & op-
erator denotes the operation of completely mapping atoms
between |e) and |s) using the light 7 pulses [Figs. 2(b)
and 2(c)]. The fractional excitation of atoms is derived by p =
1/2 + (Yl (S8./N) [/ r). The collisional shift Avcg is gener-
ally measured at the Ramsey excitation fraction of 0.5 through
repeating the simulation process [Fig. 4(a)]. Equation (11)
illustrates that the interatomic interactions (denoted by the
symbol V) introduce extra phases to different collective spin
states of atoms (see Appendix D). This not only induces the
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FIG. 4. Effects of atomic collisions on the SSS-based clock performance. (a) Excitation fraction p vs the phase difference ¢ between the
two Ramsey pulses in the absence (V = 0) or presence (V # 0) of atom—atom interactions. The collisional frequency shift Avcs is derived
accordingly. p is evaluated by averaging over multiple Ramsey-measurement simulations. (b) Standard deviation (uncertainty) of the Ramsey
excitation Ap. Ap is derived over multiple Ramsey-measurement simulations. Dependence of Avcs (c) and the phase measurement uncertainty
A¢ (d) on the lattice depth u for different average numbers 7 of on-site atoms. Symbols: numerical results. Lines: curve fitting. The SQL of
the phase uncertainty in the absence of atom-atom interactions V = 0 is inserted in (d). For all plots, the trapped atoms has an average number
N = 5000 and a standard deviation o = 50 and the radial temperature of atoms is 7, = 0.2 uK.

frequency shift of the clock transition Avcs but also enhances
the quantum fluctuations of the projection measurement
(Ap)* = (Y| (S./N)* |¥s) — p* [Fig. 4(b)], degrading the
degree of spin squeezing,

(Ag)sss(V =0) = N < (Ag)sss(V #0). (12

The atom-atom interactions V depend strongly on the over-
lap of motional states of the on-site atoms. Decreasing the
lattice depth u broadens the spatial distribution width of atoms
in a pancake-shaped lattice site, suppressing the collisional
shift Avcs [Fig. 4(c)]. Additionally, the density of atoms de-
creases as the average number of atoms per site i = NAp /2L,
is reduced, where X, is the lattice wavelength and L, is the
axial width of the atomic cloud. In experiments, 77 may be
adjusted through expanding the atomic cloud [51].

A few technical noise sources fluctuate the collisional shift.
The atoms are prepared in the ground Wannier-Stark states in
the axis direction and occupy different harmonic oscillators
according to the Fermi distribution in the radial direction. The
occupied radial states differ over clock cycles, leading to the
uncertainty of the collisional shift. In addition, the lattice-
trapped ensembles in different clock cycles may not have the
same atom number. Furthermore, the on-site atom number
varies over the lattice region due to the Gaussian distribution

of the atomic cloud in the axial direction (see Appendix D).
Under the typical experimental conditions, for example, the
trapped atoms have an average number N = 5000 and a stan-
dard deviation oy = 50 [34]. We set the on-site atom number
as 71 = 2 (the corresponding width of the ultracold cloud is
approximately 1 mm) and the radial temperature of atoms at
T, = 0.2 puK. The numerical simulation gives Avcs = 0.03
mHz (fractional shift of 1.1 x 1072°) with an uncertainty of
5 wHz (fractional uncertainty of 1.7 x 10~2') and the relation
between the SSS-based phase measurement uncertainty and
the SQL of (A¢)sss(V # 0) = Ew(V # 0) x (A¢)sqL with
the Wineland parameter [18] é&,(V # 0) = 0.027. In contrast,
we have S&,(V = 0) = 0.0034 in the absence of interatomic
collisions. That is, the atom-atom interactions strongly de-
grade the metrological gain provided by spin squeezing.

IV. ULTRASTABLE LOCAL OSCILLATOR

The heart of an optical clock is an ultrastable laser source
that is usually prestabilized to a well-engineered high-finesse
optical resonator. This local oscillator primarily determines
the short-term frequency stability of the optical clock. Sta-
bilizing the local oscillator to a silicon resonator that is
operated in cryogenic environment may reduce the laser’s
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FIG. 5. Dick effect. (a) Frequency noise spectrum of the local oscillator. Solid line: numerical result. Dashed line: analytical model in [32].
(b) Power spectral density of the local oscillator. The clock laser has a spectral linewidth of 77 mHz. (c) Sensitivity function g(¢) for the
Ramsey measurement based on CSS (dashed) and SSS (solid) with the atom number N = 7 in the absence of atom-atom interactions V = 0.
The duration of light 7 pulses in Fig. 2(c) is set to be 20 ms. (d) Sensitivity g, within the dark time vs atom number N. The shade denotes the
regime of the Dick-effect-limited stability exceeding the SSS-based stability with V = 0, 0”*(z) > 6%%(1).

spectral linewidth down to tens of mHz [52,53]. In addition,
the resonator’s thermal noise floor can be suppressed below
1 x 10~'®. We assume that the local oscillator has been locked
to a cryogenic resonator with a frequency noise spectrum
shown in Fig. 5(a). (This spectrum is numerically derived
according to the analytical model in [32].) The resultant laser
linewidth reaches 2t x 77 mHz [Fig. 5(b)], whose reciprocal
gives the coherence time of the probe beam. Accordingly, we
set the Ramsey measurement time as 7 = 2 s.

To evaluate the Dick effect based on this local oscillator, we
compute the sensitivity function g(¢) of the atomic ensemble
that is initially prepared in SSS in the absence of collisions
V = 0 (see Appendix E). Since the spin squeezing suppresses
the projection measurement noise, the sensitivity g; within the
dark period is lower than that of CSS (g; = 1) as depicted
in Fig. 5(c), resulting in a relatively weaker Dick effect. As
the atom number N is increased, g; goes up gradually toward
unity [Fig. 5(d)].

Besides suppressing the probe beam noise, shortening the
dead time in a clock cycle also effectively reduces the Dick
limit. Using the cycle duration 7, = 2.3 s (i.e., 87% duty
cycle) in [19], we derive the Dick-effect-limited clock sta-
bility as U)PiCk(T) =g, x 4.8 x 10717/ /7. Indeed, the dead
time may be further reduced even down to zero through
alternatively interrogating multiensembles within a clock
cycle [32,54].

We use o7%/555(7) to denote the stability limit of the
CSS/SSS-based Ramsey spectroscopy for one clock (ensem-
ble) in the absence of atom-atom interactions,

A V=0) [T,
O‘ySQL/SSS(‘L’) — ( ¢)SQL/SSS( )\/;, (13)

2mvoT
with the frequency vy of the clock |[g)-le) transi-
tion. The numerical results illustrate that oPi¥(7) ex-

y
ceeds aySQL(r) when N > 33 and oysss(r) when N >
9, challenging a many-body optical clock beyond the
Dick-effect limit. For the clock operation with N =
5000, we have oP*(1)=4.6x10""7//7, o%(r)=
3.3 x 1078/, and 07%5(1) = 2.0 x 1079//T with V =
0. That is, o(z) is well above oS%-555(r), limit-
ing the frequency stability of individual optical clocks.
The Dick limit can be overcome through the synchronous
comparison [14,34].

V. CLOCK STABILITY

We perform the numerical simulation of the clock opera-
tion in the presence of collisional shifts V # 0 and evaluate
the differential frequency stability between two optical clocks
(i.e., two ensembles of atoms). Due to the finite amount of
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computer memory and computational time, we set N = 5000,
oy =50, and 7 = 2.

A. Simulation of clock operation

In the clock operation, the frequency locking point is set
at the detuning A = /2T between the probe beam and
the clock |g) - |e) transition. Here, the fluctuations of lattice-
induced light Av g and BBR Avgpg shifts are omitted since
their uncertainties are at the 1072'—1072° level. The detuning
noise mainly comes from the frequency noise of the local
oscillator Avyo(t) that is produced following the analytical
model in [32].

For one Yb ensemble, the number of lattice-trapped atoms
N varies over different clock cycles. Within the kth cycle, N
is generated according to a Gaussian distribution with mean
N = 5000 and standard deviation oy = 50. The number of
atoms on the mth site n,, obeys the Gaussian distribution under
the condition that the average on-site atom number is equal to
ii = 2. The atoms on the mth site are distributed over different
radial motional (im,, m,) states according to the Fermi-Dirac
statistics (see Appendix D).

For the kth clock cycle, we numerically compute the SSS-
based Ramsey excitation of N atoms under the assumption
that the light 7 pulses completely map the atoms from |s) into
le) and vice versa. We first compute the fractional Ramsey
excitation of atoms p = 1/2 + (| (S, /N) [¢) with the en-
semble wave function

Vp) = e Bae DR ysss) . (14)

and J, = P ]Afn The extra phase difference ¢ accumulated
between the laser and the clock transition over the dark pe-
riod arises from the laser frequency noise Avip(t). Then,
the measured detuning A; between the laser and the clock
transition is evaluated by Ay = A + (p — 1/2)/T + §. Here,
a small projection noise §; with the standard deviation of
(A¢)sss/T [Fig. 4(d)] is artificially introduced to Ay. Finally,
the detuning noise Avip(¢) is corrected according to Ay in
the next clock cycle. Repeating the above process leads to the
error signal in the corresponding acousto-optic modulator and
the Allan deviation is evaluated accordingly.

B. Simulation results

The simulation results have been summarized in Fig. 6.
Locking the local oscillator to the clock transition in one Yb
ensemble overcomes the thermal noise floor of 4.6 x 10717,
reaching the Dick-effect limit o”**(z). The synchronous
comparison between two Yb ensembles rejects the local os-
cillator noise. In the absence of atom-atom interactions, V =
0, the fractional stability of the differential frequency be-
tween two clocks with independent atoms (i.e., CSS) reaches
oy(t) = \/EoysQL(r) = 4.7 x 10718/ /7, one order of magni-
tude lower than aPiCk(r). Here, +/2 comes from the fact that
two ensembles are independent of each other. Employing the
SSS further enhances the stability of the synchronous compar-
ison, 0, (1) = ﬁaysss(t) =2.8x 10’19/ﬁ. In contrast, the
atom-atom collisions, V # 0, induce the degradation of the
differential frequency stability between two clocks, oy(7) =
7.6 x 1071%//7 larger than v/20555(1). Nevertheless, the
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FIG. 6. Stabilities of the free-running local oscillator (circles),
Dick-effect limit (4.6 x 107'7/,/7, triangles), and synchronous
comparisons based on CSS with V =0 (4.7 x 1078/ /7, dia-
monds), SSS with V =0 (2.8 x 107'9/,/7), and SSS with V # 0
(7.6 x 1071%/. /7, squares). For all curves, N = 5000, oy = 50, /i =
2, T =2s,and T, = 2.3 s.

stability at the 107! level of 1 s averaging provides a pow-
erful means for metrology and prime fundamental research.
For example, the gravitational redshift across the 1-mm-width
ultracold cloud on Earth’s surface reaches —1.09 x 10719,
which can be resolved through the SSS-based synchronous
comparison over 50 s of averaging, less than 1/30th of
that of [14].

VI. CONCLUSION

In summary, we have theoretically studied the performance
of spin-squeezing-based shallow-lattice Yb optical clocks.
For single clocks, the Dick effect far outweighs the advan-
tage of many-body entanglement and primarily limits the
clock precision, thereby necessitating significant improve-
ments in shortening the dead time and lowering the clock
laser phase noise. In contrast, the differential frequency mea-
surement effectively rejects the Dick noise, leading to a clock
stability beyond the Dick limit. However, the atom-atom in-
teractions degrade the metrological gain provided by spin
squeezing, weakening its advantage in clock performance.
Our numerical simulation shows that the potential stability
of spin-squeezing-based synchronous comparison may access
the 107!? level at the averaging time of 1 s. Lowering the
atomic temperature and reducing the density of atoms may
further enhance the differential frequency stability.

Besides using spin squeezing to suppress the variance of
the phase measurement, an alternative way to enhance the
phase sensitivity is to directly amplify the small phase shift it-
self through a time-reversal interaction protocol [55,56]. This
protocol employs a controlled sign change in the many-body
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spin Hamiltonian and has achieved a metrological gain of
11.8 dB in experiment [55]. Additionally, the dependence of
the phase sensitivity on the atom number shows a Heisenberg
scaling (b/N) that is at a fixed distance of b = 12.6 dB from
the Heisenberg limit.
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APPENDIX A: SPIN SQUEEZING

The inset of Fig. 1 illustrates the general procedure for
creating the SSS. Initially, all atoms are prepared in the |g)
state. A rf 7 pulse is used to resonantly drive the |g) - |s)
transition in atom resulting in the CSS |Ycss) [see Eq. (1)].
Then, the one-axis twisting interaction (duration of «) and the
rotation of the system around the y axis by an angle (8 — %
are performed on the atomic cloud sequentially, leading to the
SSS |¥sss) [see Eq. (2)]. The angular momentum operators
S’X,y, . in Egs. (1) and(2) are defined as

S, == Z 5 + 6™, (Ala)
S =—= Z 5™ — 6], (Alb)
S, =~ Z 5™ — 5™, (Alc)

and the operator, for example, 65 = (|s) (g])m, is associated
with the atom in the motional m state (see below). According
to [18], the optimal pair of angles («, ) minimizes the phase
uncertainty in Ramsey spectroscopy,

. [AS(¢)
A =
(A¢)sss m‘n[ S:(¢) L —t2

with the expectation O(¢) = (V¢(¢)| 0 [V¢(¢)) and uncer-

tainty AO($) = \/(;(®)] O [Y1(6)) — 0*(@) of an opera-
tor O in |V r(@)) [see Eq. (4)] and the phase difference ¢
between two pulses in the Ramsey measurement. For inde-
pendent atoms, we have [{/(¢)) = e i35 emi95: |Ycss), under
which the phase uncertainty at ¢ = % /2 corresponds to the
SQL of the phase measurement, (Ad)sqL = N3,

Figure 7 displays the dependence of S,(¢) and AS,(¢) on
¢. At the frequency locking point of the local oscillator, ¢ =
£ /2, the population inversion S, is equal to 0.0 (i.e., the
fractional excitation of 0.5) for both CSS and SSS. In contrast,
the excitation uncertainty AS, under the CSS is much higher
than that of SSS (i.e., spin squeezing).

We numerically compute the dependence of (A¢)css
on the atom number N (Fig. 1) and find the scaling
(Ap)sss ~ N7083. The Wineland parameter is defined as

éw = (A@)sss/(AP)sqL-

(A2)

o
)

S, /N, AS, / NO5
o

-0.5
-1 -0.5 0 0.5 1
Phase ® /T
2 N T PRI T H
2 NOAS,INOS SSS
s 1.5 . ,
@ 1
<
= 0.5
@ 0
-0.5

Phase ® /1

FIG. 7. Dependence of the expectation S.(¢) and uncertainty
AS,(¢) on ¢ for Ramsey detection using the CSS (upper) and SSS
(lower). The atom number is N = 5000.

APPENDIX B: WANNIER-STARK STATES

We consider the localization of atoms in the optical lattice.
The Hamiltonian that governs the external motion of atoms in
the axial direction is written as

Aew = A + Mgz, (B1)

with the acceleration of the Earth’s gravity g. Here, the
Hamiltonian

A2
0 P
g =

describes the atom moving in the periodic optical potential
with the momentum of atom p,. Before deriving the eigenval-
ues and eigenstates of H.yy, let us first focus on the following
eigenvalue equation

A Wnq(@) = ho)¥4(2), (B3)

with the band index n and the momentum ¢g. According to
Bloch’s theorem, v, ,(z) takes the form

wn,q(z) = Z Cn,u,q€

where ¢, ;, 4, and w(o) can be derived from

U
+ 70(1 — cos2k;2), (B2)

i(lH'zﬂkL)Z’ (B4)

(q 4 2uk)* | Uy
hwn gCnpg = [T + 7 |Cnma
Uo
- T(Cn,u—l,q + Cn,pt+l,q)~ (BS)
We restrict ourselves to n =0, i.e., ¥4(z) = ¥,,4(z) and
o? = ), since the atoms are usually initialized in the

ground band in the clock operation. One may use the Bloch
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FIG. 8. Wannier-Stark states of Yb atoms moving in the optical
lattice with different potentials u = Uy /Ek.

states ¥,(z) to construct the eigenstate of an atom localized
on the mth lattice site,

Wn(2) =Y bug¥g(2), (B6)
q

which is the solution to the eigenvalue equation
HexcWin(2) = 1oy Win (2). (B7)
As illustrated in Ref. [57], w,, takes the form

w, = wy + mA, (B8)
with the mean frequency of Bloch states wg = + > , @ and
the energy separation between adjacent lattice sites A = M;;L .
by, 1s derived as

big = L exp [—i(qw - ):| (B9)
m, \/N Mg m qa’ 1

with aa% = a)f]O) and @y = 0. The W,,(z) states are usually
referred to as the Wannier-Stark states. As shown in Fig. 8,
for a lattice potential as shallow as Uy = 5Eg the population
of an atom in nearest-neighbor sites is fifty times smaller than

the main population peak.

APPENDIX C: LIGHT SHIFTS

Although the lattice-induced light shift Avpg has already
been formulated in [58-60], here we rederive Av;g and find
a different expression caused by the inhomogeneous distri-
bution of the lattice intensity in the radial direction. The
atoms move in the optical lattice formed by the interference
of two Gaussian beams (waist wy) of the same frequency v,
(wavelength 1, and wave number k; ) and amplitude traveling
in opposite directions (in the z axis). To the fourth-order
Stark shift, the optical potential experienced by an atom in
i = e, g) is written as [58-60]

2620

Ou(r) = —[og; ' (1) — ™ () sin (k&) e 9

_d?n?)

— Bu(vp)cos* (ki 2)lPe %, (CD

where o2 denotes the difference between the electric-dipole

of' and the sum of" of magnetic-dipole and electric-
quadrupole dynamic polarizabilities, B, accounts for the
electric-dipole dynamic hyperpolarizability, and / is the in-
tensity of single traveling beam. The magic wavelength Ap,gic
of the optical lattice is defined according to ! (Vmagic) =
055 ' (Viagic) = of ' with Vmagic = ¢/Amagic (With the speed of
light in free space c) [41]. In the practical clock operation, the
lattice laser frequency vy is detuned from vpaec by a small
amount 8y = Vg — Vpagic-

The energy of an atom moving in UM (r) is quantized. In the
axial direction, the atoms are localized on individual lattice
sites (see below). One may expand sin?(k;.2) and cos*(k;2)
in Eq. (C1) up to harmonic (o 2%) and anharmonic (o< 24)
terms. We apply the approximation of the quantum harmonic
oscillator,

n) = (E/T2"n!) P (2 )8 )eE I (C2)

with £ = /-,

of an atom M, the characteristic frequency 2, = 2+/UyERr/h
in the axis direction, the lattice potential Uy = ocg 7. the

the reduced Planck constant 7, the mass

photon-recoil energy Er = %, and the Hermite polynomi-
L

als J%,(z/&). The light shift of the clock transition Avg is
computed by

hAvs = /,O(x, ) (nl [Ue(r) = Ug(0)] In) dxdy,  (C3)

with the Planck constant / and the thermal distribution

Mo

_ 2,2
e Tty ) (C4)

2

— r
p(-x7 y) - 27TkBTr
of atoms in the radial direction [ f p(x,y)dxdy = 1], the ra-
dial temperature 7;., the Boltzmann constant kg, and the radial

4Uy
Mw?"

that the radial motion of atoms is treated classically.
After some algebra, we arrive at [8]

dAGE! 1
hAvs = ﬁ( 8“ 8 — Aaﬂ’") (n + E)ul/z
v

0A 3Gt )
—_ — n n - u
Pyt T oy 2

oscillation frequency 2, =

Equation (C3) indicates

+%Aﬁ<n+ %)um — gABU, (C5)

with  A&f! = (ER/(X(I;:I)((ZEI — afl), A@?m = (ER/ozg1
(" —ag"), AB = (Eg/af' (B — By), p=>0+
kgT,/Uy)~", g = (1 +2kgT,/Uy)"', and u=Uy/Eg. In
the limit kT, < Up, one has p~ g~ 1 and Eq. (C5) is
reduced to the one in [58-60].

The light shift coefficients for Sr and Yb have been listed
in Table L. In the clock operation, the atoms are usually pre-
pared in the axial ground vibrational state n = 0. The radial
temperature 7, has a typical value of 0.2 uK and the condition
kT, < Uy is not satisfied.
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TABLE I Electric-dipole («£!), difference of multipolar (A&®™)
and hyper (ApB) polarizabilities for Sr and Yb at the magic wave-
length Apggic-

Sr [8] Yb [9,60]
)‘magic (nm) 813.43 759.36
of' i

Ul E}V/Lmz ) 541 405

3 25 () 17.35 25.74
A""’ (WHz) —962 —1027
Aﬂ (uHz) —0.461 —1.194

APPENDIX D: COLLISIONS OF SPIN-POLARIZED ATOMS

We employ the spin model approximation to investigate
the collisional shifts in shallow-lattice optical clocks [48].
Let us assume that the light = pulses can completely map
the |s)-populated atoms into |e) and vice versa [Fig. 2(b)].
Thus, any quantum operations carried out between |g) and
|s) are equivalent to performing the same operations on the
two-level system composed of |g) and |e). We use m =
(my, my, m) to denote the motional state that is populated by
one fermionic atom. This atom undergoes the radial vibration
with the harmonic oscillator eigenmodes ¢,, (x) and ¢, ()
and is localized on the mth lattice site with the correspdnd—
1ng Wanmer—Stark state W,,(z). The operator jm = Jmex +
Jmey + Jmez associated with the m atom is given by

o= —i[a(m) - agg“)] /2, (D1b)
Ja=[62" —65"1/2, (Dlc)

with G = ([u) (v))m (u, v = ¢, g).
The atom-atom interaction Hamiltonian including s- and
p-wave contributions takes the form [15]

V=" [(Baw

m=#m’
(Bl + Bt B i
+ (B — B o) Gafim + Aim ) /2], (D2)

where the interaction parameters are defined as

- Am,m’)jm . jm/

47rha;g
mm = M Gmy,ml Gmy,m, Om,m' » (D3a)
" 3Th*h3,
Bm m == 2—(me m Qm‘ m + qu m pm) m )Om m's (DSb)

with the s-wave scattering length a_,

ing volumes b3,
example,

Pm,,m, =/

G = / |m, (X)p (X)) dx,

- the p-wave scatter-
(u, v = e, g), and the overlap integrals, for

2

¢mx(x) ¢m (X) =P (X) ¢mx(x) dx, (D4a)

(D4b)

Omm = / Wi Wow ()2d 2. (Ddc)

0 20 40 60 80 100
Lattice potential depth u

FIG. 9. Overlap integral o,, ,, for Yb as a function of the lattice
potential depth u.

Figure 9 illustrates that om m decreases as the lattice potential
u is reduced. When u > 5, o, ,, is over 60 times larger than
O,y With |m' — m| = 1.

In the absence of excitation inhomogeneity, the Dicke
states {{M) = |J,M) , M = —J,...,J} with J = N/2 can be
used to span the Hilbert space if all atoms are initialized in |g).
As a result, s-wave collisions, which mainly occur between
atoms in different lattice sites (m #% m’), are substantially
suppressed. Indeed, the recent experiment has verified the
dominant role of p-wave collisions between on-site atoms in
fermionic Yb lattice clocks [49].

We focus on the influence of atom-atom interactions on
the SSS-based Ramsey spectroscopy [Fig. 2(c)]. Collisions
during the short light = pulses can be ignored. The interaction
V governs the dynamics of atoms within the dark period 7. It
is easy to derive the following transition matrix elements:

JTEM+ D) FM)
2J

(M| jiE M) = (D5a)

Sy M1,

— 8 M (D5b)

M| J5 1M
(M| iy M) = 27

Thus, V is diagonal in the Dicke-state basis and each |M)
acquires an extra phase shift after the free evolution time. All
these different phases eventually lead to the clock frequency
shift.

Let us consider the distribution of atoms in the optical
lattice potential. In each clock cycle, the ultracold atomic
cloud with the Gaussian distribution ~e 4@=%)"/L2 in the
axial direction is loaded into the lattice [51] and all atoms
are initially prepared in the ground (n = 0) band. Here, z,
corresponds to the lattice center and L, denotes the axial width
at half maximum of the atomic cloud. One may numerically
generate the number of atoms 7, in the mth site accordingly
in the simulation (Fig. 10). The conservation of atom number
demands N = Zm n, and the average of the on-site atom
number is given by 1 = N /2L,. Additionally, in the radial
direction, the atoms on a lattice site follow the Fermi-Dirac
distribution

m,+1

S, = Ao+ DR,k Tr1/ksT, 4 | (D6)
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FIG. 10. Distribution of lattice-trapped atoms in the axis direction.

with the radial quantum number m, and the Fermi temper-
ature Tr. For each populated lattice site n, > 1, one may
numerically generate the indices m, according to Eq. (D6)
and then randomly select (m,, m,) under the condition of
m, = m, + m,. Finally, we obtain a set of populated motional
m states. Substituting a,, = —25ay (a9 the Bohr radius), be, =
—T4ay, b3 =0. lbeg, and by, ~ 0 for Yb [49] and the typical
value Tr ~ 100 nK, one may compute the time evolution
of wave function of atoms within the dark time and further
study the effects of atom-atom interactions on the SSS-based
Ramsey spectroscopy, including the collisional shift and the
degradation of the spin squeezing (Fig. 4).

APPENDIX E: DICK EFFECT

The down-conversion of the local oscillator’s intrinsic fre-
quency noise degrades the short-term frequency stability of an
atomic clock, known as the Dick effect [29]. Thus far, the Dick
effect for independent atoms has been well formulated, but
few studies have been focused on the Dick effect associated
with the SSSs. Here, we study the Dick effect in a spin-
squeezing-based optical clock under Ramsey interrogation.

Let us first derive the sensitivity function g(¢) of the system
to the phase step ¢ of the probe beam. Each clock cycle
(duration of T;.) begins with the preparation of all atoms in |g).
The one-axis twisting method in Appendix A is implemented
to create the SSS of atoms. Subsequently, the system evolves
according to the Schrodinger equation

d N
lhd_ WI(T)) = HRamsey h”(f)) ’ (El)
T

with the light-atom interaction Hamiltonian

A Q(T) )y i
HRamsey/h = Z |: A6, (m) + — B (m) o(r)

m

Q ‘
+—;f)a;;“>el¢<”], (E2)

the detuning A of the probe beam relative to the |s)-|e)
transition, the Rabi frequency

/T, O0<7T <1y,
Q(r) =10, Tp <T <1+ T (E3)
T[T, T+T <t<20,+7T,

a small phase step () occurring at the time ¢,

) 0, 0<t<t, (E4)
T) =
v ¢, t<T,

and the initial condition |y (0)) = |¥sss). Actually, HRamsey
denotes that a 7 pulse maps the |s)-populated atoms into |e)
and a second 7 pulse maps the |e)-populated atoms back
into |s). The system evolves freely between two pulses. The
detuning is usually set at A = 7 /2T for the clock operation.
Finally, a second rf 7 pulse resonantly drives the atoms to

[Wy) = e TS |y Qe +T)), (ES)

on which the projection measurement is performed. The sen-
sitivity function g(¢) is given by [29]

2
8t) = ———(wflS [Vr) - (E6)

Accordingly, the Dick-effect-limited Allan deviation of the
locked local oscillator is computed by

[oPk ()]’ Z 18n/801*S{ (/T2 (E7)

with the parameters
1 T _j2mm
== | &) % dt, (E8)
T Jo

and the one-sided power spectral density S_{f (n/T.) of rela-
tive frequency fluctuations of the free running local oscillator
at frequencies n/T,. As illustrated in Fig. 5(c), g(¢) grows
strongly from zero to a value g; < 1 within the first light =
pulse, stays at g; during the dark period, and rapidly goes
down to zero when the second light 7 pulse is launched.

Thus far, no approximation has been made. However, it is
challenging to solve Eqgs. (E1) and (E2) for a large number
of atoms due to the extremely expanded space dimension 3%
One may use the approximation

8(t) ~ (8a/2)(1 — cos 7t /Tr), (E9)
during the first light 7 pulse and

gt)~ (ga/DMl +cosm(t — 1z —T)/7r],

within the second light 7 pulse duration to estimate 0P (7).
Additionally, in the limit 7 > (7,/2), two light 7 pulses
nearly transfer all atoms between |s) and |e). Thus, one may
approximately evaluate g, using the two-level model,

(E10)

3 . s
84 |5, Wsss| TS INYe T2 sss)|. (Bl
Using Egs. (E9)—(E11), the Dick-effect-limited Allan devia-

tion can be evaluated for a large ensemble of atoms.
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