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Unconventional photon blockade with non-Markovian effects in driven dissipative coupled cavities
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The photon blockade based on destructive quantum interference is called the unconventional photon blockade
(UPB), which has been intensively studied in Markovian systems but barely explored in the non-Markovian
ones. In this paper, we construct a coupled-cavities system to achieve UPB with the non-Markovian effect,
where the dissipationless left cavity and Markovian dissipative right cavity are respectively mediated by
two-photon pump and single-photon driving field. Through the equivalence between the Markovian master
equation and Heisenberg-Langevin equation for the environment initialization in the vacuum state, we can
derive the exact non-Markovian Heisenberg-Langevin equation and reduced master equation for the left cavity,
which contains the two-photon pump and effective single-photon driving field. In the non-Markovian regime
(the dissipation falling below a threshold), the effective single-photon driving field holds nonzero, which can
lead to UPB occurring due to a closed quantum interference path forming. When the dissipation exceeds
the threshold, the system enters the Markovian regime, where UPB weakens. Especially, if the dissipation
approaches infinity, UPB for the left cavity disappears due to the effective single-photon driving field tending
to zero. We analytically derive an optimal condition for UPB, which is in good agreement with that obtained
by the numerical simulation. We also discuss the situation where both cavities have dissipations. Finally,
the above model is extended to a general system involving a dissipationless left cavity (mediated by two-
photon pump) coupling with noninteracting dissipative right cavities (driven by single-photon driving fields).
Our scheme might pave an avenue towards applications on photon statistics and quantum optics with the

non-Markovian effect.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The photon blockade [1] originates from the anharmonic
dynamics of bosonic modes and has been used for generating
optical fields with nonclassical statistics [2,3] and single-
photon sources [4,5], which is known as the conventional
photon blockade (CPB) with large nonlinearities with respect
to the decay rate of the system. The CPB was first observed
in an optical cavity coupled to a single trapped atom [6].
Subsequently, strong antibunching behaviors were obtained in
different systems by a series of research groups, including a
quantum dot in a photonic crystal system [7], circuit cavity
quantum electrodynamics systems [8—19], and circuit QED
[20,21]. The theoretical models about CPB include quantum
optomechanical systems [22-35], exciting polaritons [36],
two-level systems coupled to the cavity [37-44], dynami-
cal blockade [45], quantum dots coupled to a nanophotonic
waveguide [46], four-level quantum emitters [47], and three-
wave mixing [48]. Many schemes have been completed in
nanostructured cavities and semiconductor microcavities with
second-order [49-52] and three-order nonlinearities [53,54].
The potential applications of photon blockade include the
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realization of interferometers [55], quantum nonreciprocity
[56,57], single-photon transistors [58], non-Hermitian photon
blockade [59-68], nonreciprocal CPB [69—75], and multipho-
ton blockade [76-87].

Unconventional photon blockade (UPB) [88] with non-
linearities weaker than the decay rates of the cavity modes
has been proposed to suppress the multiphoton population
by utilizing the quantum interference between different paths
of transitions [89-94]. Such a scheme requires an additional
degree of freedom of photons, such as an ancillary pho-
tonic mode or emitter to provide an extra dimension for
the construction of different transition pathways. With the
fundamental principle, many quantum systems are predicted
to have photon blockade effect with weak nonlinearities,
such as bimodal coupled polaritonic cavities [95], optical
cavities with a quantum dot [96-103], coupled single-mode
cavities with second- or third-order nonlinearity [104—113],
three-level artificial atoms [114,115], optomechanical systems
[116-118], semiconductor cavities [119], Gaussian squeezed
states [120-122], and nonreciprocal UPB [123-131]. More-
over, UPB in the microwave domain has been observed in
coupled superconducting resonators [132] and quantum dot
cavity QED [133] in experiment.

In general, all the quantum systems in reality are open
owing to the unavoidable coupling with the environments
[134—-144], which have attracted more and more attention with
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the rapid development of quantum information technology
[145,146]. The Markovian approximation for open systems
[136,144] is only valid when the coupling between the system
and environment is weak and characteristic time of the system
under study is adequately larger than that of the environment.
Otherwise we need to investigate the influences of the non-
Markovian environment on the system dynamics [147-149],
which occurs in many quantum systems including coupled
cavities [150], photonic crystals [151,152], colored noises
[153], cavities coupled to waveguides [154—-157], and im-
plementations in experiment [158—174]. The non-Markovian
process proves to be useful in quantum information processing
including quantum state engineering, quantum control, and
quantum channel capacity [175,176]. With the different mea-
sures of non-Markovianities [177-184], the non-Markovian
effects of the environments backacting on the system can be
characterized by the excitation backflow between the system
and its environment [185-190].

The above considerations motivate us to explore the fol-
lowing questions.

(i) How do we achieve UPB in the non-Markovian regime?

(i1) Under what condition will UPB disappear?

For this purpose, we propose a coupled-cavities scheme
to realize UPB with the non-Markovian effect, where the
two-photon pump and single-photon driving field respectively
drive the dissipationless left cavity and Markovian dissipative
right cavity. We derive the exact non-Markovian Heisenberg-
Langevin equation and reduced master equation for the left
cavity, which are mediated by two-photon pump and effective
single-photon driving field. We analytically derive the opti-
mal condition for UPB in the non-Markovian regime when
the dissipation falls below a threshold, which coincides well
with the numerical simulation by solving the master equation.
The dissipation greater than the threshold corresponds to the
Markovian regime, which can weaken UPB. Especially, UPB
disappears for the left cavity due to the closed quantum in-
terference paths being broken when the dissipation reaches
infinity. The situation of both cavities having dissipations is
also discussed. Finally, we extend the model to the general
system involving a two-photon pumped left cavity coupling
with noninteracting single-photon driven dissipative right
cavities.

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows.
In Sec. II, we introduce a model to describe the sys-
tem under study consisting of the dissipationless left cavity
and Markovian dissipative right cavity respectively medi-
ated by two-photon pump and single-photon driving field.
The optimal condition for UPB is derived. In Sec. III, we
give the exact reduced non-Markovian Heisenberg-Langevin
equation for the left cavity. In Sec. IV, the exact non-
Markovian master equation for the left cavity is derived.
In Sec. IV, we discuss UPB with the non-Markovian ef-
fect under the optimal condition. In Sec. V, we analytically
derive the second-order correlation function and compare it
with that derived by the numerical simulation. In Sec. VI,
we discuss the situation where both cavities have dissi-
pations. In Sec. VII, a two-photon pumped left cavity
coupling with noninteracting single-photon driven dissipa-
tive right cavities is presented. Section VIII is devoted to
conclusions.

FIG. 1. Setup for UPB with the non-Markovian effect. The left
cavity (eigenfrequency w,) and right cavity (eigenfrequency w;)
with the coupling strength g are mediated by the two-photon pump
(strength G and frequency w,) [13,90,120-122,191-198] and single-
photon driving field (strength F* and frequency wy), respectively. The
left cavity is assumed to have no photon leakage (also see discussions
for the dissipation to the left cavity in Sec. VI), while the right cavity
has the dissipation y with the Markovian approximation.

II. MODEL AND UPB

A. Markovian master equation for the system

To present the model to realize UPB with the non-
Markovian effect, we consider that the system under study is
composed of two coupled cavities outlined in Fig. 1, where
the left cavity (cavity a) is mediated by two-photon pump
[199,200], while the right cavity (cavity b) is driven by single-
photon driving field. The Hamiltonian reads (& = 1)

ﬁo — wa&’f& + a)bbTb + G(&T267iw,,t72i9 + &ZEiw,,erZiG)

+g(ab" + a'b) + F*be'" + Fbte™, (1)

where the first and second terms on the right-hand side de-
scribe the free Hamiltonian of the left cavity at eigenfrequency
w, and right cavity at eigenfrequency w, with annihilation
(creation) operators & (') and b (bh satisfying the Bosonic
commutation relations [a,a%] =1 and [b, b'] = 1, respec-
tively. The third term denotes the two-photon pump to the left
cavity with frequency w, and conversion rate G, whose possi-
ble realization can be found in Appendix A. The fourth term
corresponds to the tunneling coupling between two cavities
with the coupling strength g. The last two terms denote the
single-photon driving field to the right cavity with amplitude
F = fe™¥ (strength f and phase ¢) and frequency w;. In a
rotating frame defined by U (1) = exp[—iayt(a'a + b'b)] with
w, = 2w, the Hamiltonian (1) becomes

Hy = Aja'a+ Ab'b + gab" + a'b) + G@a™ + a*)
+ F*b+Fb', )

where A, = w, — w; and A, = wp — w; denote the detunings
of the left and right cavities from the driving field, respec-
tively. Below, we assume A, = A, = A. Here we note that
the phase 6 in G(e~??a"? 4 ¢*°4%) of Eq. (1) can be absorbed
into the relative phase ¢ — 6 in fe'@b + fe= @Dt found
by the transformation @ — ae~* and b — be™. Therefore,
we do not consider the phase 6 in the paper. In addition to the
unitary evolution governed by the Hamiltonian Hs in Eq. (2),
there is a loss due to photons leaking out of the right cavity,
which is governed by the Markovian master equation

ps = —ilHs, ps] + y (bpsh’ — %I;TI;,OS - %/055”;), 3)
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where y denotes the dissipation for the right cavity. Moreover,
the discussion of imposing the dissipation to the left cavity can
be found in Sec. VI.

The photon statistical properties of the left cavity can be
characterized by the steady second-order correlation function

(@'a‘aq)  Trg(a'a'aaps)
@a?  [Trg@taps))*

where ps denotes the steady density matrix satisfying pg =
0 in Eq. (3). The conditions g?(0) <1 and g?(0) > 1
correspond to the photon antibunching and bunching ef-
fects, respectively. The limit g (0) — 0 indicates the photon
blockade of the left cavity, where only one photon can be
excited in the left cavity.

§2(0) = 4

B. Optimal condition for UPB

In order to give the optimal condition for the photon
antibunching and understand the origin of UPB with the
non-Markovian effect, we consider only the zero-, one-, and
two-photon states under the weak driving condition. Assum-
ing that the system is initially prepared in the vacuum state
|0, 0), the steady state of the system can be written as [27,89]

|¥) =El0, 0) + Eo110, 1) + Ejol1, 0)
+ Enll, 1) + El0, 2) + Ex|2, 0), )

where E,, denotes the steady probability amplitude on
|m, n) = |m), ® |n), with the left and right cavities respec-
tively having m and n photons.

B Und(zr the vyeak firivin_g condition, we have |[Ego| >
|Ewol, [Eoi| > |Enl, |Eoz2l, |E2ol. With Egs. (4) and (5),
the steady second-order correlation function g2 (0) ~
(_w|&"'&T&&|1ﬂ)/(1ﬂ|21*&|1//)2 ~ 2|Ey|?/|E1o|* =0 by setting
E») = 0in Eq. (B1) leads to the optimal condition

Aopl = ﬂ:«/y,
_ Gy[201087 — y?)AY, — 3248, + &lo.s]

Sin 2¢gp = ,
Por 2128 (y? + 16A3,)
005 26 G[(328" — Liy*) Aoy — 1211 A + 6447, ]
e 4128 (v2 +16A2,) ’
(6)

with I, = y? + 8xg?> and ) being determined by the quintic
equation

mY® + iVt + oY’ + pY* +§V +7 =0, (7
where the expressions for these coefficients m, 7, 0, p, 4, 7
and derivation of Eq. (6) can be found in Appendix B. We
point out that the vanishing population on the two-photon
state |2, 0) occurs and then the strong photon antibunching
can be obtained [i.e., g¥(0) — 0] if the detuning A and
phase ¢ simultaneously take their optimal values A = Agpy
and ¢ = ¢op in Eq. (6), otherwise the left cavity is not in
the strong photon antibunching regime. The optimal condition
(6) for strong photon antibunching photons of the left cavity
depends on the controllable parameters of the system such as
the frequency detuning A, the loss y, and the phase ¢ with the
other parameters g, G, and f fixed.

FIG. 2. The influences of the dissipation y on UPB with
the second-order correlation function [g(0) in log scale] as a
function of the phase ¢ (in units of rad) by numerically solv-
ing master equation (3). A takes its negative optimal value, i.e.,
Agpe = (—1.597 82w,, —1.591490,, —1.58092w,, —1.56697w,)
respectively corresponding to y = (0.2w,, 0.4w,, 0.6w,, 0.79,).
The other parameters chosen are g = 0.2w,, G = 0.0001w,,
and f = 0.1w,.

We use the optimal condition in Eq. (6) and second-order
correlation function g®(0) by numerically solving master
equation (3) as a function of the phase ¢ with different dissi-
pation y to understand the extreme points in Figs. 2-5. Here
we show that the optimal parameters (Agp, $opt) have four
real solutions within a period for the optimal phase (—m <
Gopt < ), €.8., (Agpts Popt)=(—1.597 82w, —1.507 42 rad),
(—1.59782w,, 1.634 16 rad), (1.597 82w,, —0.063 36 rad),
and (1.597 82w,, 3.078 22 rad) for the dissipation y = 0.2w,
with the other parameters fixed in Figs. 2 and 3. Similar
situations exist in other figures. In Figs. 2 and 3, we find that
the phase ¢ corresponding to the second-order correlation
function arriving at its minimum is shifted with the change
of the dissipation y. To be specific, the position of ¢ moves
right with the increase of dissipation y under Ay < 0 in
Fig. 2, while the position of ¢ deviates left with the increase
of dissipation y under Ag, > 0 in Fig. 3. Moreover, the
second-order correlation function g®(0) clearly shows that
the antibunching effect occurs when the dissipation y is not

FIG. 3. The figure [¢®(0) in log scale] shows the case of tak-
ing the positive optimal detuning Ay, = (1.597 82w,, 1.591 49w,
1.58092w,, 1.566 97w,) vs y = (0.2w,, 0.4w,, 0.6w,, 0.79w,). The
phase ¢ is in units of rad. The other parameters chosen are the same
as those in Fig. 2.
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FIG. 4. The influences of the large dissipation y =
(0.81w,, 1w, 10w, 50w,, 130w,, 199w,) on UPB [g?(0) in log
scale], where the negative optimal detuning Aq, = (—1.565 28w,,
—1.547 12w,, —0.159 64w,, —0.006 20w,, —0.000 2w,
—0.000 04w, ). The phase ¢ is in units of rad. The other parameters
chosen are the same as those in Fig. 2.

too large, e.g., ¥y < 0.8w, and g(z)(O) arrives at 10™%, where
the photon antibunching effect of the system becomes very
obvious with small dissipation y. This indicates that the
photon blockade effect in our system can be used to convert
the coherent driving pump laser into a single-photon stream.

In Figs. 4 and 5, there is also a phenomenon of the phase
¢ shifted by adjusting the detuning A, < 0 or not. However,
an important difference compared with Figs. 2 and 3 is that the
minimum value of g (0) becomes higher with the increase of
dissipation y, where the minimum value of g (0) arrives at
g (0) > 1 when the dissipation y is large enough. We find
that the antibunching effect not only can be obtained, but also
the strong bunching effect can be observed in optimal regimes,
which leads to controllability of UPB by adjusting the value
of the dissipation y.

FIG. 5. The figure
case of the positive

[¢?(0) in log
optimal detuning Ay, = (1.56528w,,
1.547 12w,, 0.159 64w,, 0.00620w,, 0.00072w,, 0.00004w,) vs
vy = (0.81w,, lw,, 10w,, 50w,, 130w,, 199w,). The phase ¢ is in
units of rad. The other parameters chosen are the same as Fig. 4.

scale] shows the

2,0) 1,1> 0,2)
T‘
F F
1,0) 0,1)

FIG. 6. Energy-level diagram with the zero-, one-, and two-
photon states and transition paths leading to the quantum interference
responsible for the strong photon antibunching. For the left cavity,
the destructive quantum interference processes occur in the following
two paths: (i) the direct excitation via two-photon pump in Eq. (8)
and (ii) the indirect transitions by single-photon driving field and
tunneling coupling in Egs. (9) and (10).

C. Physical origin of strong photon antibunching

In Fig. 6, we show the energy levels and transition paths,
which are produced by two-photon pump and single-photon
driving field, respectively. The physical origin of strong pho-
ton antibunching is the destructive interference between direct
and indirect paths of two-photon excitations, i.e.,

10,0) - 12, 0), ®)
|0, O)—>|O 1)—>|0 2)—>|1 1>—>|2 0), 9

10,0) = 10, 1) =55 11,0) = |1, 1) =55 [2,0),  (10)

which lead to a closed quantum interference path forming
and are responsible for the strong photon antibunching. In
this case, the destructive interference occurs when the con-
tributions of states |0, 0) and |1, 1) to the two-photon state
|2, 0) exactly cancel each other, i.e., GEy + gEj; =0 (or
E\1 = —GEy/g), together with the ﬁfth equation of Eq. (B1)

V2GEy + v/2gE1 + 2AEy = 0, (11)

inducing two-photon probability amplitude £ = 0. The con-
dition for the coefficients Eqy, Eo1, E1o, and Eg, in Eq. (B1)
to have nontrivial solutions is that the determinant of the
coefficient matrix

F A—iy/2 g 0
0 g A 0
. (12)
G(iy/2 —27)/g 0 F V2g
—V2G V2F 0 2A-—

equals zero, which results in the optimal condition (B2).
Moreover, if the system parameters satisfy the optimal con-
dition (6), the destructive interference occurs, which causes
the vanishing population on the two-photon state |2, 0).

To be specific, with y = 0.2w,, g = 0.2w,, G = 0.0001w,,
and f =0.lw,, we obtain the optimal parameters through
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Eq. (6) as (Agpts Pop)=(—1.59782ww,, —1.507 42 rad),
(—1.59782w,, 1.634 16 rad), (1.597 82w,, —0.063 36 rad),
and (1.59782w,,3.07822 rad) within (=7 < gop < ).
With the fixed optimal detuning Agy = —1.597 82w,, we
find that the second-order correlation function g (0) gets
the minimum values 2.628 x 10™* and 2.58 x 10~* at
two optimized phases ¢ = —1.50742 and 1.63416 rad
in the red circle of Fig. 2, where both sets of parameters
Aot = —1.59782w, and ¢ =—1.50742rad as well
as Aoy = —1.59782w, and ¢ =1.63416rad meet
the optimal condition (6), i.e., sin2¢ = Gy[2(10g*> —
YA = 3200 + Ehosl/[2F78 (7 + 16A3,)]= = 0.126
and cos2¢ = G[(32g* — llyz)Aopt —12LA Opl + 64A5pt]/
[4f2&%(y? + 16A pt)] —0.992, which lead to the
destructive interference occurring [as a consequence,
GEOO + gEu =0, Ego =0, and g(2)(0) = 0]. For the fixed
optimal detuning Agy = 1.597 82w,, two optimal phases
¢ = —0.06336 and 3.07822rad also satisfying Eq. (6)
can be respectively observed at the minimum values of the
second-order correlation function in the red circle of Fig. 3.
At the nonoptimized phases in the red circle of Fig. 2 with
the fixed optimal detuning Ay = —1.597 82wy, e.g., ¢ =0,
the second-order correlation function g (0) = 3.982 corre-
sponds to the photon bunching effect. This originates from the
fact that two paths composed of |0, 0) and |1, 1) do not induce
the destructive interference [consequently, GEy + gE1; # 0,
Ex #0, and g®(0) # 0], where the parameters Agpy =
—1.597 82w, and ¢ = 0 violate the optimal condition (6),
ie, sin2¢ =0 does not equal Gy[2(10g* —y )Aopt

32Ai§pl + @los)/12f28(y> + 16A%)] = —0.126,  and
cos 2¢p = 1 does not equal G[(32g — llyz)Aopt — 1211A(3,pt +
64A3,1/[4f28 (v + 16A2,)]= — 0.992.

III. EXACT NON-MARKOVIAN HEISENBERG-LANGEVIN
EQUATION FOR THE LEFT CAVITY

Through the equivalence between the Markovian master
equation (3) and Heisenberg-Langevin equation (C1) for the
environment being initially prepared in the vacuum state (see
Appendix C for more details), we can derive the exact non-
Markovian Heisenberg-Langevin equation for the left cavity.
To be specific, the system operator A(t) = eif7' A(0)e~Hr!
satisfies the Heisenberg-Langevin equation (C1) with

Hy = Hy + Hz + H;, (13)

where H; =i, Vi(éfb—b'¢;) (interaction Hamiltonian
between right cavity and Markovian environment with
coupling stren%th Vi = /y/2m and decay rate y), Hgz =

v (o — wl)ekek (free Hamiltonian of Markovian environ-
ment) with [é, ek,] = 8. Hs in Eq. (13) is determined by
Eq. (2). Equation (C1) gives

d
d_ = —iAa — igh — 2iGa’, (14)

13 = —iAb—

Q..l&

igh — iF — gzs — Jren), (15)

where 2i,(1)= 3", e @8 /\/21 meets [ (1), & (1')] =

(et )éjn (")) = 8(t — t’) with the environment initially being

prepared in the vacuum state. Solving Eq. (15) for b(t)
yields  b(t) = b(0)e 4T3 —jg [Fa(r)e (A+DITdr —
iF [ e WATDEgr — fy [Fein(T)e (AT,
Substituting b(¢) into Eq. (14), we obtain

di = —iAa —2iGat —/ f@ —va(rydr

— iF(t) — iR(1), (16)

where the operator for the non-Markovian composite environ-
ment (including right cavity plus its Markovian environment)
R@) = gb(0)e 720 —g fy [fem(m)e (AT,
memory function f(r) = gle A3 and effective
single-photon driving field For (1) = —igF [; e (4+2)¢=0qz.
Considering the linearity of Eq. (16), the cavity operator a(t)
can be expressed in terms of the initial operators as

a(t) = u(®)a0) + v(r)a' (0) + &), (17)

where the time-dependent coefficients are determined by sub-
stituting Eq. (17) into Eq. (16):

it) = — iAu(t) —/ F(t — Du(t)dt — 2iGv* (1),
0

0(t) = —iAv(t) —/ f(t — T)v(t)dt — 2iGu* (1),
0

4oy = — ine@) —/ F(t — )e(t)dt — 2iGeT (1)
dt 0

— iFur(t) — iR(1), (18)

subjected to the initial condition #(0) =1, v(0) =0, and
¢(0) = 0. ¢&(t) can be analytically derived from the inhomo-
geneous integrodifferential equation (18):

é@t) =a()+ p@), 19)

where the dissipation and coherent contribution
a@t)=ifydelv(t — DR (x) —ut — OR()] and B(t) =
ifé dtlv(t — T)Fj(t) — u(t — T)Fe(t)], respectively. The
first term &(¢) and second term B(¢) of Eq. (19) denote the
influences of the non-Markovian composite environment
(right cavity plus its Markovian environment) and effective
single-photon driving field on the dynamics for the left
cavity, respectively. One is that the driving field forces
the left cavity to tend to coherence, while the other is
that the non-Markovian composite environment causes
the system to dissipate. When the left cavity interacts
with the composite environment composed of the right
cavity (i.e., as a pseudomode [201-213]) and a Markovian
environment, the dynamics of the left cavity behaves as the
dissipation or the backflow oscillation of the photon from
the composite environment, where the former corresponds
to the Markovian approximation, while the latter exhibits
non-Markovian effects. The derivation of Eq. (19) can be
found in Appendix D.

In Fig. 7, we plot the transition paths of the left cavity with
the non-Markovian regime and Markovian limit. Two tran-
sitions can form the destructive quantum interference paths
when the dissipation y is small enough in the non-Markovian
regime with the second-order correlation function g*(0) < 1
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@ G o,

non-Markovian composite environment

(b) (©

Non-Markovian regime Markovian limit

v
qu #0
G 1),
F,',ﬁr #0
|0},

FIG. 7. (a) The two-photon pump and single-photon driving field
respectively mediating the dissipationless left cavity and Markovian
dissipative right cavity are equivalent to the fact that the two-
photon pumped left cavity couples with a driven non-Markovian
environment [see Eq. (20) and Appendix E for more details]. In
other words, the parts outside the left cavity can be considered
as a non-Markovian composite environment [right cavity plus its
Markovian environment, see Eq. (13)], which corresponds to the
pseudomode theory [201-213]. (b) Energy-level diagram of the left
cavity with the zero-, one-, and two-photon states and transition
paths leading to the quantum interference responsible for the strong
photon antibunching. There are two interference paths occurring
in the left cavity from |0), to |2), in the non-Markovian regime:
1) 10), N |2), excited by two-photon pump with strength G and
@i1) 10), Lem, 1), Lo, |2), driven by effective single-photon driv-
ing field with strength F.;. However, there is only one path from
|0), to |2), mediated by two-photon pump when the dissipation
tends to infinity under the Markovian limit, where F.; is close
to zero.

in Fig. 7(b). In the case, the steady effective single-photon
driving field equals Fi= — igF'/(iA + y /2), which meets the
interference condition G = 10™*w, ~ |F|2; = 1.5 x 10~ *w?
at Ay = —1.59782w, and y = 0.2w, for the red circle in
Fig. 2. This means photons of the dissipative right cavity
could flow back to the left cavity via the coupling strength g,
which causes UPB in the non-Markovian regime together with
the direct excitation by two-photon pump. With the increase
of dissipation y, especially, when the dissipation y goes to
infinity for the bad cavity limit [214-220] under the Marko-
vian limit, the effective single-photon driving field Fu is
close to zero in Fig. 7(c). It indicates that only one transition
exists under the Markovian limit and the closed quantum
interference path is broken (e.g., G = 107*w, > |F|%; =
4 x 10782 for Agy = —0.00004w, and y = 199w, for
the black line in Fig. 4), which leads to photon bunching
occurring.

IV. EXACT NON-MARKOVIAN MASTER EQUATION
FOR THE LEFT CAVITY

In Appendix E, we have proved that the total Hamiltonian
(13) is equivalent to the two-photon pumped left cavity inter-
acting with a driven non-Markovian composite environment
(consisting of the right cavity plus its Markovian environ-
ment), whose Hamiltonian reads

Ay = Ad'a+G@™ + &)+ > x;BiB;+ ) wia'B,

J J
At B 5t
tuiBla+ Y viBi+ Y Bl (20)
j j

where the dressed annihilation operator B; satisfies the
Bosonic orthogonal-normalization relation. The coupling co-
efficient and driving strength are p; = ga; and v; = Faj,
respectively. o; and x; are determined by Eq. (E4). The initial
state (C2) and total Hamiltonian (20) remain linear and Gaus-
sian and allow exact integration [121,128,154,157,221-231],
which makes the reduced density matrix p = Trpps also
a Gaussian. With the conservation of trace (Trp = 0) and
Hermiticity (o = p'), we obtain the exact reduced non-
Markovian master equation for the left cavity:

p = —i[H@), p

+ (1) (apa’ — La'ap — Lpa'a)
+ (1) (3apa’ + 1a'pa — La'ap — Lpaa’)
+ [k3(t)(apa — Saap — Lpaa) +Hel], (21)

with the time-dependent effective Hamiltonian
Aoy =Xmata+[Y@)a™” +zZwa' +Hel, (22)

where the time-dependent coefficients in Eq. (21) can be
found in Eq. (F3) in Appendix F. Now we discuss the physical
meaning of the time-dependent coefficients in the exact non-
Markovian master equation (21) as follows.

(i) The first term in Eq. (22) accounts for the
free dynamics of the left cavity, where X(¢)=
A+dw() with dSw()= Im[u*(t)f(; ft —u(r)dr —
v¥(t) fot f(@ —t)v(r)dr]/v(¢t) obtained by Egs. (18) and
(F3) is modified by the frequency shift w(#) owing to the left
cavity coupling with the composite environment.

(ii) The second term in Eq. (22) denotes the two-photon
process, which originates from the two-photon pump (conver-
sion rate G) to the left cavity in Eq. (2).

(iii) The third term in Eq. (22) is a coherent term, which
denotes the effective driving to the left cavity, where the
effective driving strength Z(¢) is affected by the interaction
between the left cavity and composite environment.

(iv) «1(¢) in Eq. (21) is a time-dependent damping rate,
which denotes the dissipation in the left cavity induced by the
composite environment.

(v) k2(¢) in Eq. (21) is the fluctuation (noise) coefficient
due to the backreaction between the left cavity and composite
environment.

(vi) k3(t) in Eq. (21) denotes the incoherent two-photon
pump rate, which is induced by the interaction between the
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0 7=02w,G=0
—7 = 0.2w,, G = 0.0001w,

+ 7=03w,G=0
—" = 0.3w,, G = 0.0001w,

1| x 7=04w,G=0
— = 0.4w,, G = 0.0001w,

v 7=05w,,G=0
1 1= = 0.5w,,G = 0.0001w,
A v =0.6w,G=0

1 |—v=0.6w,,G = 0.0001w,
k7 =07w,G=0
| |—7 = 07w, G = 0.0001w,

FIG. 8. |u(?)| in Eq. (18) as a function of the time ¢ with different
dissipation y from 0.2w, to 0.7w,, which lies in the non-Markovian
regime. The solid lines and circles correspond to G = 0.0001w, and
0, respectively. The other parameters chosen are the same as those
in Fig. 2.

two-photon pump (conversion rate G) in Eq. (2) and the left
cavity.

In order to explain interesting phenomena in the non-
Markovian regime in Figs. 2 and 3 compared with those in the
Markovian regime in Figs. 4 and 5, we plot |u(¢)] in Eq. (18)
as a function of the time ¢ with the different dissipation y in
Figs. 8-10, which are discussed as follows.

(1) In Fig. 8, we find that |u(z)| changes from oscillating
to damping when the dissipation exceeds a threshold with
the fixed two-photon pump G = 0.0001w, (marked by solid
lines), which is consistent with that at G = 0 (marked by cir-

1
v = 0.75w, (b)
- 4 510°
S
— 0.5 05
oL
50 100
0 3
0 50 100
] wat
\ ~v = 0.81w, (d)
‘-‘ _ 4 X100
| +
05§
"|_ S 0.5 &
|\ ' ol—=
0 N\, 100 150 olN ) 200 300
0 50 100 150 0 100 200 300
Wt Wyt

FIG. 9. |u()| as a function of the time ¢ with different dissipation
y taking 0.7w, 0.75w,, 0.79w,, and 0.81w, near the threshold y =
0.8w,. The circles and solid lines correspond to Eq. (23) for G = 0
and Eq. (18) for G = 0.0001w,, respectively. With Figs. 8 and 9, we
find that |u(z)| exhibits the backflow oscillation of the photon from
the non-Markovian composite environment for y < 0.8w,, while it
displays decay in the Markovian regime when y > 0.8w,. The other
parameters chosen are the same as those in Fig. 2.

0 y=1w,,G=0

— = lw,, G = 0.0001w,

1]+ y=100,G=0

—7 = 10w,, G = 0.0001w,

x v =50w,G=0

1 [=7 = 50wy, G = 0.0001w,
v 7 =9%0w,G=0

—7 = 90w,, G = 0.0001w,
Ay =130w, G=0

—7 = 130w,, G = 0.0001w,
x 7y =170w,,G=0

1 [=7 =170w,, G = 0.0001w,
0 7 =199, G =0

—7 = 199w,, G = 0.0001w,

FIG. 10. The figure corresponds to the Markovian regime, where
the optimal detuning A, takes negative values. The other parame-
ters chosen are the same as those in Fig. 4.

cles). This means that the weak two-photon pump has almost
no influence on the properties of non-Markovianity for the left
cavity. From Eq. (18) with the case for G = 0, we have

u(t) = e 021 r+4n) [cosh(o.zsz,/yz — 16g2)

N y sinh(0.25¢/y% — 16g2)
/y2 = 16g2 ’

u(t) = BN |:cos(0.25t‘/16g2 —y?)

in(0.25¢,/16g2 — 2

+VSIH( g J/)’ y < 4,
V16g2 — y?

ut) =e "1 o),y =4g,

which indicate the existence of a threshold y., = 4g. With
g = 0.2w,, the threshold is calculated as y.; = 0.8w,, which
can also be numerically confirmed by Figs. 8—10. In the non-
Markovian regime y < 0.8w,, the left cavity is affected by
the non-Markovian behavior [|u(z)| exhibits the oscillation]
in Figs. 8 and 9(a)-9(c), where there are photons coming
from the right cavity backflow to the left cavity and UPB
occurs in the non-Markovian regime in Figs. 2 and 3. This
phenomenon can also be explained from the perspective of
non-Markovian composite environmental memory time. The
Lorentzian spectral density J(w) corresponding to the mem-
ory function f(t) = g2e~(2+2)" = [ J(w)e ™ dw in Eq. (16)
reads

> 4g,

(23)

r A2
J(w) = —

27 (w — A + 22’ @

where A = /2 and I' = 4g7/y. The parameter A defines the
spectral width of the non-Markovian composite environment
[136-143,185], which is connected to the non-Markovian
composite environment memory time Tz = A~', while the
time scalle T on the state of the system changing is given by
Ts=T7".
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FIG. 11. The dissipation rate «(¢) in Eq. (21) of the left cavity
as a function of the time ¢ with different dissipation y taking 0.2w,,
0.5w,, and 0.78w,, which correspond to the non-Markovian regime.
The other parameters chosen are the same as those in Fig. 2.

When the memory time Tr of the non-Markovian com-
posite environment is comparable to characteristic time Ts of
the system (i.e., Tg ~ Ty) in the non-Markovian regime, the
memory effect of the non-Markovian composite environment
should be taken into account and the dynamics of the left
cavity exhibits the backflow oscillation of the photon in Figs. 8
and 9(a)-9(c). In this case, the second-order correlation func-
tion g»(0) clearly shows that UPB occurs and arrives at 10~
in Figs. 2 and 3 with the dissipation y < 0.8w,.

(i1) With the increase of dissipation to y > 0.8w, (beyond
the threshold y; = 0.8w,) in the Markovian regime, the os-
cillation disappears and damping occurs in Figs. 9(d) and
10, where UPB becomes weak as shown in Figs. 4 and 5.
Especially, UPB disappears and photon bunching [¢*(0) >
1] appears when the dissipation takes a sufficiently large
value y = 199w, shown in black solid line in Figs. 4 and 5.
This is because under the Markovian limit 7 < Ty (leading
to y > g, i.e., the memory time 7y of the non-Markovian
composite environment is sufficiently shorter than character-
istic time Ty of the system), we show f(t) — 0, F () — O,
R(t) — 0 in Eq. (16), and |u(t)] — 1 in Eq. (18) when the
dissipation approaches infinity (y — oo) in the bad cavity
limit [214-220]. In this case, there is no effective dissipation
in the left cavity, but only a two-photon pump exists, i.e.,
ps = —i[Aa’a+ G(a™ + a?), ps].

(iii)) From the above discussions in (i) and (ii), we find
that the dissipation y can characterize the properties of the
non-Markovian composite environment [136—-143,185]. On
both sides of the threshold y.; = 0.8w,, it can be determined
whether the left cavity is non-Markovian or Markovian, which
is the reason for the division between antibunching and bunch-
ing. In other words, UPB occurs in the non-Markovian regime
(y < 0.8w,), while it becomes weak for the dissipation y >
0.8w, and then disappears if y > 0.8w, (e.g., ¥ = 199w,) in
the Markovian regime.

(iv) Our purpose in deriving non-Markovian master equa-
tion (21) is to demonstrate that a coupled-cavities system with
the dissipation y leads to an exact non-Markovian master
equation for the left cavity, which can explain the photon
blockade phenomena in Figs. 2—5 with non-Markovian effects
through Figs. 11-13. To be specific, the dissipation rate | (t)

0.35 ) 0 7 =0.8lw, G=0
0.3 {l—7 = 0.81w,, G = 0.0001w,
+ y=1w,,G=0
0.25 1l—7 = 1wa, G = 0.0001w,
— x 7y =10w,,G =0
+ 02 — 1 = 10w, G = 0.0001w,
— v v =50w,G=0
€ 0.15 0.01 1l—~ = 500,, @ = 0.0001w,
0.1 0.005 1] 2 7= 130wa, G =0
— 7 = 130w,, G = 0.0001w,
0.05 00 1 5 3 1l * v =199w,,G =0
0 — = 199w,, G = 0.0001w,

0 10 20 30 40 50
Wt

FIG. 12. The figure shows the dissipation rate «;(¢) in Eq. (21)
in the Markovian regime, where the optimal detuning A, takes
negative values. The other parameters chosen are the same as those
in Fig. 4.

in the exact non-Markovian master equation (21) is a peri-
odic function of time in Fig. 11 and takes negative values
sometimes. In particular, «;(r) has discrete singular points
where the left cavity gains photons from the non-Markovian
composite environment, which is a typical feature of non-
Markovianity [137,160,161,177,178]. With the increase of the
dissipation y (greater than 0.8w,) in Fig. 12, «(¢) varies from
oscillation to a finite steady value. When the dissipation y
goes to infinity, the dissipation rate «(¢) and single-photon
driving field F.(¢) tend to zero, which corresponds to the
Markovian limit and means no photons flow back to the left
cavity, where the photon bunching effect happens. Moreover,
we find that the two-photon term |Y ()| is close to the square
of coherent driving term |Z(¢)| in Fig. 13(a), which leads to the
forming of the destructive quantum interference paths in Fig. 2
[UPB appears in the minimum value of g»(0) for the red
circle], while |Y (¢)] = 10~*w, > |Z(t)|*> = 10w, in Fig. 4
breaks the quantum interference paths (photon bunching oc-
curs) in Fig. 13(b).

- . T,
Z @f T g )
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2 1 AN ORI L 1

é YA ] AV Y é

5 ~\~.’4I“,“.l._/ "-‘.\"./,.’\..“ 45 , Y
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= i i ) = FlTiITLTIT T - Z(0)
5 [ I 1 o

2 -6 i | | 9 -6 .
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a, ] ] ] o
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FIG. 13. In order to further understand the origin of UPB for
the left cavity with the non-Markovian effect, we in this figure plot
the time-dependent coefficients in the exact non-Markovian mas-
ter equation (21): effective transition frequency |X(¢)|, two-photon
term |Y (¢)|, coherent driving term |Z(z)|, decay rate |«(¢)|, fluc-
tuation (noise) coefficient |k»(¢)|, and squeezing rate |k3(¢)| as a
function of the time ¢. Figure 13(a) takes Aqy = —1.597 82w,
¢opt = —1.50742rad, and y =0.2w, in Fig. 2, while A,y =
—0.000 04wy, popt = —2.40619 rad, and y = 199w, in Fig. 4 cor-
respond to Fig. 13(b). The other parameters chosen are g = 0.2w,,
G =0.0001w,, and f = 0.1w,.
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FIG. 14. The second-order correlation function [g(0) in log
scale] of the left cavity as a function of the phase ¢ (in units of rad)
with the different dissipations y = 0.2w,, 0.4w,, 0.6w,, and 0.79w,
for (a)—(d) in the non-Markovian regime. The red circles indicate the
approximate analytical result (26), while the blue stars correspond to
the numerical simulation by solving master equation (3). The other
parameters chosen are the same as those in Fig. 2.

V. ANALYTICAL EXPRESSIONS FOR THE
SECOND-ORDER CORRELATION FUNCTION

In this section, we derive an approximate analyti-
cal expression for the second-order correlation function
and compare it with the numerical simulation by solving
master equation (3). To approximately obtain the ana-
Iytical solution of the second-order correlation function,
we need to estimate Eq. (3). Under the weak driving
condition, we have |Eg| >> |Eol, |Eo1| > |Enl, |Eoal, |Enol
and assume that the vacuum state is approximately oc-
cupied with Eog =1 in Eq. (B1). By solving Eq. (B1),
we obtain (A — zy/Z)Em +gFw=—F, gky + AE;p =0,

FEi o+ 2A — iy /2)Ey; +\/_8E02+«/—gEzo—0 FEo +
gE1 +V2(A —iy/2)Ep =0, and gE) + v2AEy = —G,
which lead to

_ F

Ey = & 5

—iy/2)A—g
n GI(A — iy /2)A — F1(A — iy /2) — &F?
By = — : - . ©5)
V2[(A — iy /2)A — ]

With Eq. (25), we can obtain the approximate analytical ex-
pression of the second-order correlation function:

iy/2)A = g1(A —iy/2) = gF*P
g '
(26)

2 —
¢2(0) ~ Gll(A

In order to compare the approximate analytical solution with
the numerical solution of the second-order correlation func-
tion, we plot g?(0) as a function of the phase ¢ in Fig. 14.
The red circles indicate the approximate analytical result (26),
while the blue stars correspond to the numerical simulation
by solving master equation (3). We find that the approximate
analytical results of the second-order correlation function
show good agreement with those obtained by the numerical
simulation.

Our analytical method is developed to find the opti-
mal parameters (Agp, $opr) that minimize the second-order

ation function where a truncation of the Hilbert space to
two photons is used. Therefore the analytical solution (26)
of the second-order correlation function is inaccurate when
the photon number is large. However, as shown in Fig. 14,
the optimal values are the same as those from the numerical
solution by solving master equation (3), which demonstrates
the feasibility of our analytical method.

From Fig. 14, we observe that the second-order correlation
function g®(0) has slight differences between the analytical
solution and numerical simulation. The reason leading to this
difference is that the Hilbert space is truncated into the finite
dimension in the analytical derivation. On the other hand,
when we substitute the optimal condition given by Eq. (6)
into the analytical solution of g®(0) in Eq. (26), we find
g?(0) — 0 due to E»y — 0 as predicted. However, in the
numerical calculation for g»(0), the multiphoton state |1z, 1)
(m + n > 3) is actually occupied with the very small proba-
bility in the weak driving limit, which has been ignored in the
analytical analysis. Overall, we do not take the multiphoton
state |m, n) (m 4+ n > 3) into account in Eq. (5). This is the
essential reason leading to the very small difference between
the analytical result and numerical simulation for the second-
order correlation function.

VI. DISCUSSION ON THE EXISTENCE
OF DISSIPATIONS IN BOTH CAVITIES

Considering the dissipation y; in the left cavity, we give
the Markovian master equation for coupled cavities and corre-
sponding non-Markovian Heisenberg-Langevin equation for
the left cavity:

. -r 3 A ~ 1/\?/\ l AT A
ps = —i[Hg, ps] +n (61,0561T — @aps — S psa a>
N T T
+y| bpsb' — Eb bps — Epsb b),

ia =—i(A — iy /2)a —2iGa’ — / f@t—na(rydr
0

Y
=

— iFur(t) — iR(t) — /Vihin(t), 27)

where f (1), Fur (1), and R(¢) are the same as those in Eq. (16),
and Ay, ()= >y, e —etfy /<21 with €, and iy, respec-
tively denoting ‘the eigenfrequency and annihilation operator
of the Markovian environment corresponding to the left cav-
ity. Through the effective non-Hermitian Hamiltonian A =
Hs — iyiata/2 — iyb'h/2, we can obtain the optimal condi-
tion for UPB occurring,

0 =[G — G(A — iy1 /2)(A — iy /2)](A — iy1/2)
+ (A =iy /DUA =iy /2) + ZF* (A —iy/2) — §'G
+ & F*(A —iy1/2) + £G(A — iy /2)(A — iy /2),

(28)

under the weak driving condition. Through numerical sim-
ulation similar to Secs. II- IV, we find that the dissipation
y) in the left cavity has an influence on the optimal values
(Aopts Popt) in Eq. (28) and second-order correlation func-

tion g (0) = Trg(?ﬂ?ﬂ&&,bg)/[Trs(fff&,bg)]2 [ps denotes the
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FIG. 15. UPB with the non-Markovian effect for the quantum
network can be realized in the dissipationless left cavity (eigenfre-
quency w,) mediated by two-photon pump with amplitude G and
frequency w,, where the left cavity couples to several dissipative
right cavities (eigenfrequency w, and dissipation y,) with the cou-
pling strength g,. The right cavity b, is driven by single-photon
driving field with frequency €2, and amplitude F,.

steady density matrix satisfying ps = 0 in Eq. (27)], but it
does not change our main conclusions (UPB with the non-
Markovian effect) due to the effective single-photon driving
field of Eq. (27) remaining finite. We will not discuss it in
detail here (readers who are interested in this question can
try it out).

VII. DISCUSSION FOR A TWO-PHOTON PUMPED LEFT
CAVITY COUPLING WITH NONINTERACTING
SINGLE-PHOTON DRIVEN RIGHT CAVITIES

In this section, we generalize the above results to a general
quantum network involving several right cavities driven by
single-photon driving fields with frequency €2, and amplitude
F, in Fig. 15, whose master equation and corresponding total
Hamiltonian are given by

PO I PN
+ ¥n (bnpsb,; = 5bibups — —psb,tbn), (29)

and I:IT = HS + HR + H[ with

Hy =Ad'a+ Z ADTh, + Z gn(ab} +a'b,)

2)+Z F*b, +ZFB;,

Ay =" (@nk — Q2] 2ns.

+G@"™* +

n,k
Ay =iy V(@) by — bens), (30)
n,k

where A=w,—Q, A,=w,—Q, and &)=Y,
e’i(“’"-k’ﬂ)’én,k/\/ﬂ. In Eq. (30), we have assumed driving
frequency €2, = € and pump frequency w, = 2. g, denotes
coupling strength between the left cavity with frequency
w, and right cavity b, with frequency w,. V,r = «/yn/27
is the coupling strength between cavity b, and Markovian
environments with Bosonic annihilation operators ¢é,; and
frequencies w, . In this case, Eq. (16) becomes

d
d_ = —iAa —2iGa’ —/ f@ —1)a(rydr
— iy Fue(t) — iy Ry(t), (31)
where  f(t) =Y, e TN Fan(t) = —igaFy [

e~ (AN T and R,(t) = gub,(0)e 0+ 50 — g, /y,
Jo enin(T)e(AF3N=g 7 With the linearity of Eq. (31)
and defining a(0) = a, a'(0) = &', b,(0) = b,, b} (0) = bf,
204(0) = 251, &) (0) =2}, we have

at) = w1 (1)a0) + vy (1)a’ (0) + &), (32)
with

ety =Y ua()ba(0) + Y v,(1)B}(0)

+ ) a2, 0)+ Y Bu()e]

nk n,k

L0+ ().

(33)

The time-dependent functions u;(¢), vi(t), w,(t), v,(2),
(), Buk(t), and n(t) in Eq. (33) can be determined by
substituting Eq. (32) into Eq. (31):

n(t) = —idu(t) —/ f(t — Duy(t)dt — 2iGvi* (1),
0

01(t) = — iAvi(t) —/ £t — T (t)dT — 2iGui* (1),
0

%610) = —iA& (1) —/ f(t — T)é1(v)dt — 2iGEf (1)
0

— iy Fper() =iy Ra(t). (34)

With the above results, we show that the initial condition
and initial state are two different concepts discussed below.

(1) u1(0) represents an initial condition, whose value is
determined by the Heisenberg operator a(¢) in Eq. (32) at time
t = 0. To be specific, with a(0) = u;(0)a(0) + v;(0)af(0) +
¢1(0) by taking t =0 to a(t) = u(t)a(0) + v, (t)a’ (0) +
¢1(t), we obtain

w0)=1, vi(0)=0, wu,(0)=0,
v(0) =0, @ (0) =0, Br(0)=0, n0)=0, 35)

which remain unchanged and are independent of the param-
eters in Eq. (30). This is a mathematical fact, and therefore
u1(0) =1 is what we must use. However, if u;(0) # 1,
Eq. (32) will be violated.

(i1) ps(0) denotes the initial state of the master equa-
tion (29), which is changeable and can be re-prepared at
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n+1 interference paths

FIG. 16. Energy-level diagram of the quantum network with the zero-, one-, and two-photon states and transition paths leading to the
quantum interference responsible for the strong photon antibunching. For the left cavity, the quantum interference processes occur in n + 1

paths as the figure shows.

the initial time ¢t = 0. When we reset the cavities, the initial
number of photons in the cavities is tunable, which can be
realized in experiment [159-161]. In this case, the different
initial states ps(0) [being not related to u;(¢)] can affect the
time-dependent evolution of the system density matrix pg(t)
controlled by the master equation (29). But this cannot change
the steady state pg of the master equation (29) since ps = 0is
independent of the initial state. Therefore, the different initial
states ps(0) do not affect the steady second-order correlation
function g (0) = TrS(&TaT&&Z)S)/[TrS(&T&ps)]2.

Moreover, we make the Laplace transformation to Eq. (34)
and get

&) = A@) + B(), (36)

where A(t) =iy, [y dtlvi(t — DRI(T) — w1t — )R, (7)]

and B(r)=i)_, for dtvi(t — r)Fn”jeff(t) —ui(t — T)F e (2)].
Comparing Egs. (33) and (36), we obtain

t
() = — ign/ e ATy (1 — 1),
0
t . "
valt) =gy / T SN
0

t
Qi (1) =ig, ;—;f dru(t — -L—)e*(lA;ﬁ%)r
0
T

X/ drjel % —ion—a-anln
0

t
But) = — ign | L / droy(t — Ty i
27T 0

T
Ynoy g —Q—
X/ dT1€[2+l(w”’k Q An)]fl’
0

00 =i Y [ detun = OF ) =l = DF o)
n O
37

By solving the coupled equations in Eq. (34), we can
obtain the complete information of the quantum network.
It is particularly useful in the derivation of the exact

non-Markovian master equation for UPB with the
non-Markovian effect, which is achieved by integrating
out the environmental degrees of freedom (similar
to Secs. III and IV). The quantum network with
dissipative right cavities and driving fields increases
controllabilities for UPB with the non-Markovian effect,
which has n+1 quantum interference paths shown
in Fig. 16.

VIII. CONCLUSION

In summary, we have studied UPB with the non-Markovian
effect in a system consisting of the dissipationless left
cavity (mediated by two-photon pump) and Markovian dis-
sipative right cavity (driven by single-photon driving field).
We derived the exact non-Markovian Heisenberg-Langevin
equation and reduced master equation for the left cavity,
which contains the two-photon pump and effective single-
photon driving field. When the dissipation falls below a
threshold, UPB occurs in the non-Markovian regime due
to the nonzero effective single-photon driving field. UPB
weakens for the left cavity when the dissipation exceeds the
threshold in the Markovian regime, and then disappears if the
dissipation tends to infinity, which originates from violation
of the closed quantum interference paths due to the effective
single-photon driving field reaching zero. With the destruc-
tive quantum interference effects between different paths for
two-photon space, UPB has been analytically found, which
is in good agreement with that obtained by the numerical
simulation. The existence of dissipations in both cavities is
also discussed. Moreover, we extend the results to the system
containing a left cavity (mediated by two-photon pump) cou-
pling with noninteracting dissipative right cavities (driven by
single-photon driving fields).

The investigations of the left cavity and dissipative right
cavity respectively mediated by two-photon pump and single-
photon driving field might open a way to better understand
the connections between UPB and non-Markovianities, which
are available to a variety of physically relevant systems, e.g.,
(1) second-order nonlinearity a2b" + ba'? [49,50], (2) Kerr
nonlinear medium afafaa [105,232], (3) Jaynes-Cummings
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model Zk gk(o_b}: + broy) [98,233-237] or Rabi model
>, veon(by + by) [238,239], and (4) first-order a'a(b+b")
[240-242] and (5) quadratic optomechanical couplings
&T&(l;—f- 5T)2 [25,243-247], interacting with Markovian en-
vironments, which deserve future studies for UPB with
non-Markovian effects. As an outlook, how to explore CPB
with the non-Markovian effects is still a challenge, which
originates from CPB requiring the system to have nonlin-
earities (linearization methods might be applied to quantum
nonlinear systems).
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APPENDIX A: DEGENERATE OPTICAL
PARAMETRIC AMPLIFIER

The two-photon pump can be realized by a degenerate
optical parametric amplifier (OPA) in a single cavity con-
taining a x ®) nonlinear medium [193-198] given by Hopa =
wd'a+ w,p'p+J,a"p+ p'a*), where a and p are the
photon annihilation operators of the two cavity modes with
frequencies w. and w), respectively. J, denotes the coupling
strength via x® nonlinear medium [248], which mediates
the conversion of a photon in cavity p to two photons

[13,49,50]. The coupling strength between two cavities is

given by
Fz C i xP(r
J,,:Dso D) |22 f ( ) @2(r)an(r), (AD)
280 280

where gy is the vacuum permittivity. ¢(r) denotes the per-
mittivity. D is a degeneracy factor. ;(r) and o, (r) are the
wave functions for modes & and p, respectively. It is widely
recognized that all quantum amplifiers are essentially nonlin-
ear systems [194,248]. As one of the examples of parametric
amplification nonlinear interactions, the schematic diagram
of the OPA physical process is shown in Fig. 1. The OPA
interaction involves a pump photon with frequency w, being
converted into two photons with identical frequency w, with
the relation w, = 2w, due to the second-order nonlinearity.
The pump is treated approximately as a classical coherent
field because the pump depletion is negligible [249-251],
namely, p — Be '@ =" (mean-field approximation, which
requires pump amplitude to be very large), with 8 and 6,
being the amplitude and phase of the pump. With this, the
OPA Hamiltonian becomes

Hopa = wea'a + Ge™r'a™ + Ge'™'a?, (A2)

where G = J,Be~"% is the nonlinear strength of the OPA with
J, given by Eq. (Al). Obviously, G is proportional to the
amplitude of the pump and second-order nonlinearity of the
medium.

APPENDIX B: DERIVATION OF EQ. (6)

Substituting Ho; = Hg — zyb b/ 2 [HS is given by Eq. (2)]
into Schrodinger equation i |1ﬁ) H.s¢| V), we obtain

iy /2)Eo; + gE 10 + v 2F*Ep, = 0,
iElO = gEo1 + AE\ g+ F*E;; =0,
iy /2)E1 + ~2gEp + v2gEx = 0,

iEq; = FEyp + (A —

iE1 = FEjo+ QA —

iﬁoz = \/EFE_'()l + «/EgEll +2(A — i)//Z)Eoz =0,
iE2 = N2GEy + ~2gE1 + 2AEy = 0. (B1)

Under the weak driving condition, we have |Eg| >
|E1ol, |Eoil > |Enl, |Eoal, |[Exo|.  The  condition  for
g@)(O) (aT&"&fw/(aT )2 = (ylatataalyr)/(ylataly)? ~

2|Ex|*/|E10|* =0 is derived from Eq. (B1) by setting
E2() = 0. This leads to FE()Q = (A IV/Z)E()] +gE|Q,
0= gEy + AEy, 0=FEj+ QA —iy/2)E1 +v2gEqp,

0= FEo + gEn + v2(A — iy /2)Ep. and 0= GEy +
g_E“. Mgreover, we obta_in Em[Elo = —A/g apd
EOO = _gEIO/F — (A — zy/2)E0]/F E]O, E]], and E()2
having nontrivial solutions require
=[8’G — G(A — iy /D)AI2A — iy /2)
x (A —iy/2)+ &FX (A —iy/2) -
+ SPF2A + G(A — iy /2)A. (B2)

By separating the real and imaginary parts of Eq. (B2), we
can get the optimal condition in Eq. (6). The expressions
for these coefficients in Eq. (7) are m = 4096G?, i =
—8192g2G? 4 1280G>k> + 256G%(—16g> + 5k?), o = 4096
g'G? — 5128°G?k? + 64G%*k* + 64G*(4g> + k*)? — 512¢8°G?
(—16g* + 5k) + 80G?k*(—16g> + 5k?), p = —4096f*g* +
256g*G?k* — 12882G*(4¢” + k*)? + 20G*k*(4g* + k?)* +
256g*G?*(—16g> + 5k*) —328°G*k*(— 16g2 + 5k?) + 4G?
k* —16gz—i—5k2 g = —512f*g*k* + 64g*G*(4¢* + k*)?
— 882Gk (4g* + k2)2 +  G**ag + kz)2 16g*G*k?
(—16g% + 5k?), and 7 = —16f*g*k* + 4g*G*k> (4% + k*)*.

APPENDIX C: DERIVATION OF EQ. (3)
The Heisenberg-Langevin equation [135,252] under the
Markovian approximation is written as

d. . g o Y P
EA(I)_ i[A(t), Hs(1)] 2[A(t),b (D1b()

— JVIA@), b (1)]ew(t) + gé"'(r)[A(t), b(t)]
+ V7elOIA®), b)), (C1)

where the Heisenberg operator A(t) = el A=l with
Hy given by Eq. (13), &n(1)=Y, e "¢, /2 with
[8in (D), éfn(t’)] =38( —1t'), and the total system has been
transformed in a rotating frame with the driving frequency w;
[see Egs. (2) and (13)]. We take

pr(0) = 10)4aa (0] ® [0)2,(0] & [0)££ (O (C2)

as an initial state, where |0),, |0),, and |0)g respectively
denote the vacuum states of the left cavity, the right cavity,
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and the Markovian environment, which lead to al0), =0,
b|0), = 0, and &;|0)g = 0. In this case, we have
4 iy = 7 A0
el = Tr
dt dt

or (0)] = Trs[Aps(1)] (C3)

= —i([A@t), Hs(1)]) — %([A(t), b'(1)1b(t))

— JVAA®@), b (1)]ein (1))
+ §<BT(t>[A<r), b))

+ Vel OIA@), b)), (C4)
where Tr = TrsTrg, Trs = Tr,Try, ps) = Trr{or ()},
and pr(1) = e pr(0)er. With ([A(r), b (1)1ein(1)) =
Trl[A(1), B ()]ew®)pr(0)]  and (&) (DIA®), b()]) = Tr
{IA@), b()lpr(0)e) (1))  due to  &n(t)pr(0)=0 and
pr(0)] (t) = 0, Eq. (C4) becomes

d . N N
77 AW) = —ITr{[A@), Hs()lpr (0)}

- %Tr{[A(t), b (t1b(1)pr (0))
i gTr{iﬁm[A(r), b()1pr(0)}
= — iTrs{[A, Hslps(t)} — gTrs{[A, b 1bps (1)}

n gTrs{B"[A, blps(1)). (C5)

With Tr{[A, BIC} = Tr{A[B, C]}, we get

d . A oA Y opt 2
77 AW) =Trs (A{—I[Hsy ps(®)] = Z1b". bps(t)]

+ g[i), pso)é*]}). (C6)

Equation (3) can be obtained via Egs. (C3) and (C6).

APPENDIX D: DERIVATION OF EQ. (19)

Defining C(t) =v(t)+u() with C@O)=1 and
D(t) =v(t) —u(t) with D)= —1 leads to %D(l) =
—iAD(t) + 2iGD*(t) — fot dt[f(t — t)D(r)]. Introducing
M) = %[D(t) + D*(t)] with M0)=—-1 and N()=
%[D(t) — D*(¢)] with N(0) = 0, we have

%M(t) =AN(#)+2GN(t) — / dt[M(T)f(t — 1)l
0

1

—/0 deIN(D)fi(t — DI,

%N(t) - AM(t)+2GM(t)—/ dTINOf(t — 7)]
0

+/ dt[M(z)fi(t — 1)], (D1)
0

where f,(1) = 1/2 % [f(t) + f*(t)] and fi(t) = i/2 % [f(t) —
f*(t)]. Making the Laplace transformation to Eq. (D1) gives
sM(s)+ 1= AN(s) +2GN(s) — f.(s)M(s) — f;(s)N(s) and

SN(s) = —AM(s) + 2GM (s) + fi(s)M(s) — f,(s)N(s), or

M(s) = S+ .
—[A = fi()]* +4G? — [f(s) + 5]
NGs) A — fi(s) — 2G D2)

T A = fi(5)P — 4G2 + Lfi(s) + 5P

For %C(t) = —iAC(t) — 2iGC*(t) — f(; f(t—1)C(r)dt
and defining P(t) = %[C(t) + C*(t)] with P(0)=1 and
o) = %[C(t) — C*(¢)] with Q(0) = 0, we obtain

d 1
EP(t) =AQ(t) —2GO(t) —/0 fitt = )0(z)dt
—/ fr(t = T)P(7)dr,
0
%Q(t) = — AP(t) — 2GP(1) +/ fit — T)P(7)dt
0

—/0 frt = D)Q(t)dr, (D3)

and sP(s) — 1 = AQ(s) — 2GO(s) — fi(s)Q(s) — fr(s)P(s),
sQ(s) = —AP(s) — 2GP(s) + fi(s)P(s) — fr(s)Q(s), or

P(s) = fr(s)+s
[A = [ = 4G + [fi(s) + s
A — fi(s)+2G
= . D4
e —[A = £ +4G2 — [f,(s) + 5T B9
Collecting all these together, we get
u(t) = ${[P@) — M(®)] +ilQ() — N1},
v(t) = 3{[P@) + M(®)] +i[Q() + N(®)]}. (D5)

Moreover, setting O(t) = 1[¢(t) + &7(1)] with O(0) =0
and B(1) = 5.[e(t) — &7 (1)] with B(0) = 0, we obtain

d . ~ n
EO(Z‘) = AB(t) — 2GB(t)
+ %[F;;fa) — Fur()] + %[R*m — R()]
- / fit = DB — / it = )0,
0 0
d . R n
EBO) = — AO@1) —2GO(t)
1 . R 1
- E[Rfm + RO = JIFG0) + Far(1)]

—/ fr(t—f)é(f)df+/ fit = 0)0(z)dr,
0 0

(D6)
and sB(s) = —AO(s) — 2GO(s) — 1[R(s) + R (s)] —
3= [Fete (8) + Fie()] — fr(9)B(s) + fi()O(s), sO(s) =

AB(s) — 2GB(s) + £[R'(s) — R(9)] + 5 [Flip(s) — Fee(s)] —
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fi(9)B(s) — f(s)0(s), or

O(s) = [R(s) + Fuir(s)/sHA — fi(s) + il f.(s) + 2iG + s}
~2[A = fi®F — 4G + [f,(s) + 51}

+H.c.,

Bs) = i[R(s) + Ferr (s)/sHA = fi(s) + ilf(s) = 2iG + 51}
B 2{[A = £i(s)? — 4G2 + [f,(s) + 51%)

+Hec. (D7)

With the above results, we have
&(s) = i[v()RT(s) — u()R(s)] + B(s), (D8)

with B(s) = i[v(s)Fj(s) — u(s)Ferr (s)]. Equation (19) can be
obtained by reversing Laplace transformation to Eq. (DS).

APPENDIX E: DERIVATION OF EQ. (20)

The Hamiltonian of the right cavity coupling with the
Markovian environment in a rotating frame with the driving
frequency w; [see Egs. (2) and (13)],

Ay = ADTH + Xk: (0 — )ejex + iXk: \/g(é,iz} —b'ey),
(ED
can be diagonalized as [253]
By =" x;BB;. (E2)
J

where B =« le7 +>.8 Zké]& meets the bosonic orthogonal-
normalization property [5;, Bi1=34 jm with

1;2 Zajéj, ék = Z,B;kkéj (E3)
J J

Making the commutation relation [31" I-Z,e] with Egs. (E1) and
(E2) leads to

xjoj = Aaj + iZﬁjk\/y/Zn,

k
XiBjx = =iy /2ma; + Bj(wr — ), (E4)

which also satisfy the eigenequation with eigenvalue x; and
eigenstate |&;) based on Hamiltonian (E1) in single exciton
subspace (originating from the total excitation number N =
b'b+ Y, éfé, conserved):

Hpele;) = x;le;), |5j):aj|10)+2,3jk|01k>’ (E5)
k

where o; and B, denote the probability amplitudes on the
states |10) and |01;) with the right cavity and kth mode in
the environment respectively having one photon. Substituting
Egs. (E2) and (E3) into Eq. (13), we obtain Eq. (20). In order
to compare with Eq. (16), we write down the Heisenberg
equation with Eq. (20):

d N o~ . * D
E&: —iAa —2iGa’ —IZ,MJ»B,‘, (E6)
J

N A

Bj =—inBj—i/Ljfl—iVj, (E7)

S

which result in

d

t
—a= —iAa—2iGa’ — / ft — Da(r)dr
dt 0

— iFg(t) — iR(1), (E8)
with
[t =) =gx@),
Fur(t) = —igF /:x(t — 1)dr,

R(t) = gx()b— g Y yi()ex, (E9)
k

where x(1) = }_; laj|>e= %" and yi(t) = > afBjre 1" re-
spectively correspond to the time-dependent probability
amplitudes in |10) and |01;) with Eq. (E1) under the ini-
tial state [ (0)) = |10) in single exciton subspace proven as
follows. Inserting the completeness relation ) j le;){g;| with

Eq. (ES) into |Y())pe = e”'Hbe’|10), we obtain

V(e = Y lejPe™ ™ [10)+ Y " ot Bxe™"101)
J

Jjk

= x()[10) + Y ye(1)[01). (E10)
k

The  Schrodinger equation i, |V (¢))pe = I?bgW(t))be
gives x(t) = —iAx(t) — /y /27 Y, w(t) and y(t) =
—i(wr — @)ye(t) + /v [2mx(t) with x(0) =1 and y,(0) =
0, which lead to y(t) = \/mfé e~ i@—oNt=")y(r)dt
and X = —iAx(t) — [y fit — Tx(v)dr with fi(t — 1) =
£ > e i@ e)t = y§(r — 7). With those, we get

X(l) — e*(iAJr%)t’
t

(1) =y /2n / e~ {@—onN(—D)=GA+ )T g (E11)
0

Substituting Eq. (E11) into Eq. (E9), we find that (@), FeffA(t),
and R(z) in Eq. (E9) are exactly equal to f(¢), Fes (), and R(zt)
in Eq. (16), respectively.

APPENDIX F: DERIVATION OF EQ. (21)

In the Heisenberg picture with the initial state p7(0)
in Eq. (C2) fixed, the time evolution of any physical
observable can be obtained directly from Eqs. (17)—(19)

through the identity Tr[22922 o/ (0)] = Tr,[A,,, (0) 222
with Am (t) = at)™ a(t), where p(t) = Tryps(t) given by
Eq. (21) denotes the reduced density matrix for the left
cavity. ps(t) = Trgpr(¢) is determined by Eq. (3), where
or(t) =U)pr(0)U'(¢) is the density matrix of the to-
tal system containing the Markovian environment. Tr =
Tr,Tr,Trg denotes traces over all the parts of the total
system. With Eq. (17), the expectation values Ag(¢t) =
(@), An()=(a@a()), and Ay () = (@'@¢)a)) are
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controlled by

d
JAN®) =0 (1) = O+ EDIAG () = B ()]
+ B(),

d .
EAoz(f) =26()An2(t) + 26 (1)A11 () + 2401 (D[B(1)

d
—c(®)B(t) — E)B* ()] + 3@2) —25(t)(@?)
—Em)aa’ +a'a) +E@),

d Y . d . N
EAu(f)=5(A11(l‘)—&T&)+E(&‘&)+{$*(I)(Aoz(l‘)

— &%) + AL OB — cB() — ED)B*(1)]
+Hel, (F1)

with c(t) = (" — vv*)/0 (1), E(1) = (ub — i)/ (), and
@) = |u@)]® — |v(t)|?, where u(r) and v(r) are determined
by Eq. (18).

To give the time coefficients in Eq. (21), we compute

d 1
EAOIO) == [Elq(l) + iX(t)]Ao1(t)—2iY(t)A31(t)—iZ(t),

d
EAOZ(I) = —4iY (1)A11 () — [k () + 2iX (1)]A02(?)

— k3 (1) + 2iY (1)] — 2iZ(1)Ap1 (1),

d 1
A =K — kAR @) + 2V (A1)

+iZ*(t)Aoi (1) + H.c.). (F2)
By comparing Egs. (F1) and (F2), we get
Y(1) = —£(1)/2i,
X(t) = —Im[s(1)],
Z(t) = i[B(t) — c(OB) — EWB* ()],
K1 (t) = =0 (1)/9 (1),
iea(t) = 2[8/01 + k1 (1)](& &) — 2{E*(1)(@%) + H.c.},
K3(t) = [26(1) — 3/t (&%) + E@)(aa’ +a'a).  (F3)
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