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The plasmon-enhanced photoemission process significantly improves the quality of electron emission current,
making it applicable for next-generation free-electron devices. However, classical descriptions are less suitable
for understanding the interactions between plasmonic structures and other materials at the nanoscale. In this
study, we investigate the underlying mechanisms and dynamics of a plasmonic emitter composed of a Au
nanoparticle and a sodium atom using real-time time-dependent density functional theory. Calculation results
reveal three interaction mechanisms, namely, a near-field enhancement effect, orbital hybridization, and charge-
transfer plasmon, that strongly affect the emission behavior. Specifically, the presence of the charge-transfer
plasmon leads to a substantial deviation of the excitation laser frequency and significantly enhances photoemis-
sion currents. The maximum emission current increases by more than twice compared to the excitation at the
original resonance frequency of Au nanoparticles. This work provides a guidance for the practical construction
and experimentation of plasmon-enhanced photoemission electron sources.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevA.109.043119

I. INTRODUCTION

Plasmonic structures have played a crucial role in en-
hancing the light-matter interaction, including enhancing the
light absorption of active materials [1–4] and increasing the
electron emission current of free-electron devices [5–13].
According to classical descriptions, the enhancement of pho-
toemission by plasmons is primarily due to the near-field
enhancement (NFE), where the intensified interactions with
light lead to enhanced excitations in the emitters, helping
them absorb more photons. It is believed that the maximum
enhancement of photoemission current is achieved when the
input laser frequency is exactly at the plasmonic resonance
frequency. However, classical theory describing structures
with clear boundaries and without considering underlying
quantum effects is less appropriate for understanding the inter-
actions between plasmonic materials and other materials at the
nanoscale [14,15], which is often relevant for junctionlike het-
erogeneous electron sources involving metallic nanostructures
with two-dimensional materials or thin-film emitters [16,17].

In nanoscale plasmonic metal clusters, an important form
of excitation is known as localized surface plasmon reso-
nance (LSPR), which is composed of collective oscillations
of electron density with external electromagnetic fields [18].
When plasmonic structures are close to target materials or
structures, new interaction mechanisms would emerge, such
as orbital hybridization (OH) and charge transfer plasmons
(CTPs) [19,20]. Among them, the CTP involves collective
charge transfers between electronic states of two objects,
significantly modifying the optical and electrical response
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properties of the system. For example, in closely connected
dimers or those with sufficient electron cloud overlap, CTP
peaks appear at the lower-energy region of the absorption
spectrum compared to that without electron cloud over-
lap [20]. Others found that the CTP drastically reduced the
electromagnetic field enhancement at interparticle distance
below 1 nm, compared to classical predictions [21,22]. Also,
recent research showed that the coupling between a dimer
and an intermediate metallic nanoparticle also changed the
optical resonance characteristics and light radiation of the
system [23]. Obviously, there is every reason that the photoe-
mission process from a nanoscale plasmonic emitter exhibits
unexpected behaviors and the optimal incident laser frequency
deviates from classical predictions. Hence, further research
is needed to explore the new phenomena arising from these
mechanisms, especially investigating CTPs in the plasmonic-
enhanced photoemission process at the nanoscale.

In this study, we investigate the electron emission from
a plasmonic emitter composed of an Au nanoparticle (NP)
and a sodium (Na) atom. Analysis of the underlying quan-
tum mechanisms is performed by real-time time-dependent
density functional theory (TDDFT). The results reveal that
the optimal laser frequency for exciting the plasmonic emitter
gradually deviates away from the original plasmonic reso-
nance frequency of the NP as the distance between the Au
NP and the Na atom decreases. This is because the effect of
the CTP at different frequency gradually replaces the classical
NFE for the photoemission current in a close distance. The
maximum emission current is increased by more than twice
compared to that excited by the original Au-NP plasmonic
resonant frequency. Additionally, we find that NFE, OH, and
the CTP sequentially influence the emission process as the
Au NP and Na atom approach each other. The corresponding
resonant modes and relative enhancement mechanisms are
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FIG. 1. The schematic of an electron emitter consisting of an Au nanoparticle and a sodium atom. A Gaussian laser beam is used for the
emitter excitation with the light polarization direction aligned to the z axis. The charge transfer plasmon (CTP) significantly affects the optimal
laser excitation frequency and the enhancement of photoemission when distance d is small.

revealed through calculations of absorption spectra, wave-
function projections, and energy spectra. This work provides
the guidance for the practical construction and experimenta-
tion of plasmon-enhanced photoemission electron sources.

II. THEORETICAL MODELS AND NUMERICAL
METHODS

A. Theoretical models of NP-Na emitter

Figure 1 illustrates a closely spaced plasmonic emitter
consisting of an Au NP and a Na atom. A Gaussian laser
beam with polarization direction aligned to the z axis in-
duced photoemission from the emitter. A jellium model was
utilized to describe the Au NP. Since the diameter of the
Au NP has minimal impact on understanding the plasmonic
interaction mechanisms [24,25], a cluster consisting of eight
gold atoms is considered and only the 6s orbital electrons of
each gold atom are regarded as valence electrons, so that the
total electron number Ne in jellium is set to eight, regarding
the computational cost. The Wigner-Seitz radius of the Au
species is rs = 1.6 Å; hence the radius is R = N1/3

e rs = 3.2 Å.
Modeling of the Na atom uses a local density approximation
(LDA) and Troullier-Martins pseudopotentials. The distance d
between the Au NP and the Na atom varies from 9.6 to 0.8 Å.
Within this range, the transition from NFE to CTP occurs, as
discussed later. In the following text, the Au NP and Na atom
are represented by NP and Na for short, respectively.

B. TDDFT calculations

A fully quantum-mechanical description is essential to ac-
curately describe the emission process of the closely spaced

plasmonic emitters. Unlike the time-dependent Schrödinger
equation (TDSE) [26–28], TDDFT [29–31] can handle many-
body system problems in three dimensions and is considered
an accurate reformulation of time-dependent quantum me-
chanics. In TDDFT, the time-dependent Kohn-Sham equation
can be expressed as [30]

i
∂

∂t
ϕi(r, t ) = HKS(ρ) ϕi(r, t ), (1)

where ϕi (r, t ) are electron Kohn-Sham orbital wave functions.
The Kohn-Sham Hamiltonian HKS(ρ) can be separated into
several parts as follows:

HKS = − 1
2∇2 + vext (r, t ) + vHartree[n](r, t ) + vxc[n](r, t ),

(2)

n(r, t ) =
occ∑

i

|ϕi(r, t )|2, (3)

where vext (r, t ) represents the external field potential,
vHartree[n](r, t ) is Hartree potential known as the classical
electrostatic potential, and vxc[n](r, t ) is exchange-correlation
potential.

By solving the Kohn-Sham equation, the wave functions of
electrons as a function of time and space are obtained. Then
the current of photoemission is calculated according to the
probability flow density formula [32–36]

j(r, t ) = − ih̄

2

∑
{ϕ∗

i (r, t )∇ϕi(r, t ) − ϕi(r, t )∇ϕ∗
i (r, t )}.

(4)

043119-2



FIRST-PRINCIPLES STUDY OF … PHYSICAL REVIEW A 109, 043119 (2024)

FIG. 2. (a) Absorption spectrum of the plasmonic emitter with
varying d . Each peak in the spectrum corresponds to a resonance
mode of the plasmonic emitter. (b) The density of states (DOS) of the
plasmonic emitter with varying d . Each peak in the curve represents
an electronic state and the peak magnitude represents the available
state number.

To induce the photoemission, the Gaussian laser pulse

E(t ) = ẑF cos (ωt ) exp

[
− (t − t0)2

2τ 2

]
(5)

with pulse width τ = 2 fs, t0 = 8 fs, and z-polarized electric
field is introduced. The calculation performs 20 000 steps with
a time step of 0.003 fs.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

A. Absorption spectrum and density of states

First, in order to observe how the incident laser interacts
with the plasmonic emitter and gain a deeper understanding
of the interaction mechanisms, the absorption spectrum and
density of states (DOS) as a function of the distance d are
calculated, as shown in Fig. 2.

In Fig. 2(a), each peak in the absorption spectrum cor-
responds to a resonant mode of the plasmonic emitter. At
larger d , the spectrum exhibits two sharp peaks at frequencies
of 2.14 and 3.72 eV. The peak of 3.72 eV represents the
LSPR of the NP, and the peak of 2.14 eV corresponds to the
electron transition between the highest occupied molecular
orbital (HOMO) andthe lowest unoccupied molecular orbital
(LUMO) of Na, namely, Na 3s to Na 3p. As d decreases
from 9.6 to 0.8 Å, there is an evident blueshift in both Na and
NP resonant peaks, and the magnitude of the peaks weakens.
Furthermore, when d < 4 Å, several additional peaks appear
around 1.5 and 3 eV, which are attributed to the CTP. In
addition, the original resonant mode peaks nearly vanish. The
changes in the absorption spectrum are the consequences of
the significant modification and disturbance of the original

resonant modes of both NP and Na due to their hybridizations
of the electronic states and charge transfer interactions.

Figure 2(b) illustrates the DOS of the plasmonic emitter
and each peak in the curve indicates electronic states and
the available state number. We can also identify the electron
orbitals by the projected density of states (PDOS), as shown
in Fig. 2(b). The peaks in the DOS are consistent with the
energy levels of the independent NP and Na. This indicates
that the interaction between the two structures involves only
NFE in this situation as the classical theory prediction. As d
decreases, the energy of Na orbitals undergoes a significant
upward shift, while the energy of NP orbitals experiences a
slight drop. When d < 1.6 Å, the DOS peak broadens and
multiple branches emerge. Such phenomena are considered
the strong interactions of OH and CTP between NP and Na,
which has a significant impact on the electron transfer process
and resonant frequency [37,38].

The calculation results of the absorption spectrum and
DOS indicate that, at relatively large d , the interaction be-
tween NP and Na is dominated by classical NFE. There is no
significant coupling or interference in their electron orbitals
and resonant modes. As d decreases to less than 6.4 Å, OH
and the CTP would result in significant changes in the energy
levels and plasmonic resonant modes. Not surprisingly, these
interaction mechanisms would impact the photoemission be-
havior of a plasmonic emitter, which is indicated in view
of the following qualitative analysis about the photoemission
enhancement.

B. Analysis of photoemission current

Figure 3(a) depicts the photoemission current as a function
of d . The blue solid curve with square markers, I0, is derived
under the illumination of the original plasmonic resonant
frequency f0 of the isolated NP, which was considered the
optimal excitation frequency in classical theory. However, in
Fig. 2(a), the frequency of the absorption peak varies with
d , and it is natural to vary the excitation frequency to find
the actual maximum photoemission current Imax, which is
depicted as the red dashed curve with circular markers, and
the corresponding frequency is referred as fmax. Figure 3(b)
illustrates the f0 with fixed value and the variation of fmax,
using the same marking style as those of Fig. 3(a). The fmax

increases slightly as emitters gradually approach. A sudden
decline of fmax occurs at 1.6 Å due to the CTP.

It can be seen from Fig. 3(a), when d > 4.8 Å, the red
curve Imax is nearly consistent with the blue one, I0, indicating
that the laser frequency f0 provides the maximum enhance-
ment for large distance. Moreover, there is a clear increase in
the emission current as the NP moves toward Na, demonstrat-
ing that the NFE from the NP primarily enhances the emission
process of Na. This is consistent with the classical theory. In
the plasmonic emitter, the presence of the NP enhances the
local light field near Na, which increases the emission process
by assisting in the light absorption. The NFE from the NP
becomes very influential since the distance between them is
smaller. Consequently, the emission current increases as the
NP moves toward Na.

When 4 > d > 2.4 Å, both Imax and I0 exhibit a noticeable
decrease. This is attributed to the involvement of the CTP and
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FIG. 3. (a) The photoemission current as a function of the dis-
tance d between NP and Na. The blue solid curve with square
markers, I0, represents the photoemission current when the emitter
is excited at the original plasmon resonance frequency of the NP.
The red dashed curve with circular markers, Imax, represents the max-
imum photoemission current by varying the excitation frequency.
(b) The corresponding incident laser frequency f0 and fmax of ex-
citing the photoemission current in (a). The fmax increases slowly at
first, and decreases suddenly at 1.6 Å due to the involvement of the
CTP.

OH. The charge transfer channel slightly opens and a small
number of hot charge carriers can undergo transfer between
the NP and Na as they get close [39,40]. Meanwhile, their
orbitals start to strongly hybridize by the electromagnetic
interactions. These effects result in a redistribution of elec-
tron density and energy levels, which severely disrupts the
isolated plasmonic resonance modes of the NP, leading to a
sharp decrease in emitted current. Nevertheless, the maximum
emission current still originates from NFE, with fmax only
experiencing a slight frequency shift from f0. Therefore, both
Imax and I0 exhibit a noticeable decrease in this case.

When d < 1.6 Å, it is noteworthy that Imax exhibits a sharp
increase to more than 2.07 times compared to I0, while fmax

is deviated significantly from f0 in Fig. 3(b). This significant
enhancement in Imax is attributed to the decrease and even-
tually vanishing of the potential barrier between the NP and
Na, which leads to the opening for the collective transfer of
electrons, known as the generation of the CTP, and subse-
quently enhances the emission process. Due to the frequency
of the CTP being much lower than the original plasmonic res-
onance frequency of the NP, fmax also undergoes a significant
reduction. On the contrary, the presence of the charge transfer
significantly disturbs the original plasmonic resonant mode
of the NP and the emission of the emitter at f0, resulting in
a significant difference in emission current, as shown by the
blue curve in Fig. 3(a).

FIG. 4. Calculation of the time-dependent orbital projections,
which represent the probability of electron transfer between the NP
and Na. (a) Electron transfer from NP 1p to Na 3s, and (b) electron
transfer from Na 3s to NP 2s. The black dashed, blue solid, and red
dotted curves correspond to the three conditions ( f0, d = 6.4 Å), ( f0,
d = 0.8 Å), and ( fmax, d = 0.8 Å), respectively.

According to the above analysis, it is easy to understand
the peak of Imax and I0 around d = 4 Å under the simultaneous
influence of OH and NFE. As d decreases from 9.6 to 4 Å, the
NFE plays a dominant role in enhancing the photoemission
current. The smaller d leads to stronger field enhancement
and larger emission current of Na, which is revealed by the
charge density around Na in Figs. 10(a)–10(c) in Appendix C.
However, in the range 2.4 < d < 4 Å, OH significantly affects
the plasmonic mode of the NP illustrated by the charge density
in Figs. 10(c)–10(e) and thus the weakened NFE reduces the
induced charge density of Na and the emission current. As a
result, the gradual interchange of dominant mode between OH
and NFE results in a local maximum value around d = 4 Å.
Further deceasing d (d < 2.4 Å), the barrier between the NP
and Na vanishes and electrons are able to transfer collectively,
allowing the existence of the CTP and making an increase of
emission current.

C. Electron transfer probability

In order to further investigate the interactions between the
NP and Na, we calculated the electron transfer probability
between orbitals under three conditions, ( fmax, d = 0.8 Å),
( f0, d = 0.8 Å), and ( f0, d = 6.4 Å), with their correspond-
ing photoemission annotated by arrows labeled 1, 2, and 3
in Fig. 3. In Figs. 4(a) and 4(b), under the condition ( fmax,
d = 0.8 Å), a strong probability of electron transfer between
the NP and Na is evident, represented by the red dotted curve.
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FIG. 5. Calculated energy spectrum of photoemission electrons under three conditions. Incident photon energy and distance between NP
and Na: (a) h̄ω = 3.72 eV and d = 6.4 Å, (b) h̄ω = 3.72 eV and d = 0.8 Å, and (c) h̄ω = 3.16 eV and d = 0.8 Å. Insets are the schematic of
electron transfer and emission path.

When the distance d remains small but the laser frequency is
changed to f0, there is still a probability of electron transfer,
as illustrated by blue solid curve, although the intensity is
reduced compared to that of fmax. On the other hand, with
a relatively large distance (d = 6.4 Å), the black dashed curve
shows that the probability of electron transfer from Na to
the NP decreases to nearly zero. This indicates that, under
the large-distance condition, electrons in Na are difficult to
transfer to the NP; therefore, CTPs have little assistance in the
process of photoemission in this situation.

Figure 4(a) shows the probability of electron transfer from
the NP-HOMO (NP 1p) to the Na-HOMO (Na 3s). The strong
transfer probability indicates that a significant number of
electrons transfer from the NP-HOMO to the Na-HOMO for
the condition ( fmax, d = 0.8 Å). Because electrons are mainly
emitted from the Na-HOMO, this process can supplement
the photoemission of ground-state electrons in Na, effectively
enhancing the emission current. Figure 4(b) shows the proba-
bility of electron transfer from the Na-HOMO (Na 3s) to the
NP-LUMO (NP 2s). The similar but lower transfer probability
indicates that a certain number of electrons also transfers from
the Na-HOMO to the NP-LUMO for the condition ( fmax,
d = 0.8 Å). The overall periodic variation in the curve is
attributed to the presence of a pulse envelope in the incident

femtosecond laser. The sharp peaks represent the oscillation
of the CTP. Due to the relatively coarse time sampling and the
modulus calculations, the periodic oscillation results appear
entirely as positive values.

D. Analysis of emission pathways from the energy spectrum

By examining the energy distribution of photoemission
electrons from Na-HOMO (Na 3s), further insights can be
gained into the emission process under the above-mentioned
three different conditions. The electron energy spectrum of the
plasmonic emitter is calculated by the sampling point meth-
ods [35]. During the photoemission process, electrons within
the orbitals absorb a fixed photon energy and overcome the
surface barrier to emit. As a result, the energy of the emitted
electrons is equal to the incident photon energy (h̄ω) minus
the energy of the orbital.

By calculating the energy spectrum of the emitted elec-
trons, we can examine the distribution and characteristics of
the emitting pathways, which is valuable for understanding
the photoemission process and the energy transfer dynamics
within the plasmonic emitter.

As shown in Fig. 5, the calculation results of the energy dis-
tribution of emission electrons further reveal their pathways.
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It can be observed that, in all three cases, there is a prominent
peak in the energy distribution. This peak corresponds well to
the energy difference between the incident laser and the Na-
HOMO (Na 3s) [Fig. 5(a), 3.72 − 2.82 = 0.9 eV; Fig. 5(b),
3.72 − 2.52 = 1.2 eV, and Fig. 5(c), 3.16 − 2.52 = 0.64 eV,
represented by the arrows labeled 1 in the figure), as the
electron escaping from the material after absorbing a photon
in the Na-HOMO. Comparing the magnitudes of the green
peaks, it is evident that the peak significantly increases at
d = 0.8 Å, which indicates that the transfer process from the
NP-HOMO to the Na-HOMO effectively supplements the
missing electrons and thereby enhances the emission current.

When the distance d is 6.4 Å, as shown in Fig. 5(a), the
energy distribution curve exhibits only a single peak and
the emitting electrons are primarily generated from the Na-
HOMO directly without undergoing any electron transfer. As
a result, the electron energy distribution is more concentrated
in this case, but the emitting current is relatively low.

In contrast, Figs. 5(b) and 5(c) demonstrate that when
d = 0.8 Å, the electron energy distribution reveals a distinct
side peak with lower intensity and higher energy marked by
the arrows labeled 2. The side peak results from the emitted
electrons from the NP-LUMO (NP 2s) [Fig. 5(b), 3.72 −
1.96 = 1.76 eV; Fig. 5(c), 3.16 − 1.96 = 1.2 eV, represented
by the arrows labeled 2 in the figure]. In Figs. 5(b) and 5(c),
the calculated spectra exhibit similar peak shapes, with only
differences in peak magnitudes. This indicates that electrons
undergo CTP enhanced emission processes in such proxim-
ity, but the CTP enhancement at fmax is stronger than that
at f0.

Therefore, since the overlap of electron orbitals of the NP
and Na in real space leads to a high probability of collective
electron transfer between them as a CTP, the energy dis-
tribution reveals two pathways for enhancing photoemission
electrons in close proximity. First, a significant transfer of
electrons from the NP-HOMO to the Na-HOMO effectively
replenishes the missing electrons in the Na-LUMO. The CTP
between them allows a large number of electrons to transfer
between Na and the NP, thus effectively enhancing the photoe-
mission current. Second, by absorbing the incident photons,
electrons in the Na-HOMO significantly transfer to the NP-
LUMO and emit as free electrons, thus establishing a new
emission pathway.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, the photoemission of a plasmonic emitter
consisting of a NP and Na is investigated theoretically and
numerically by using real-time TDDFT. It is revealed that
the optimal laser excitation frequency for the electron emitter
gradually deviates away from the classical plasmonic res-
onance frequency of the NP with the decrease in distance
d , which contradicts the classical theory. And the optical
laser frequency leads to a 2.07-fold increase in the maximum
emission current compared to the original plasmonic resonant
frequency of the NP. This is because the CTP instead of the
NFE plays a crucial role in improving the photoemission cur-
rent at a very close distance. The underlying mechanisms for
this increased emission are uncovered by studying the orbital
projections and energy distribution calculation. It is found

that a significant transfer of electrons from the NP-HOMO to
the Na-HOMO effectively replenishes the missing electrons
in the Na orbital. Also, electrons in the Na-HOMO absorb
incident photons, significantly transfer to the NP-LUMO,
and emit as free electrons, thus establishing a new emission
pathway.

This work provides insights into the plasmon-enhanced
photoemission process in NP-Na emitter systems, highlight-
ing the importance of the CTP and shedding light on the
underlying mechanisms. Despite the smaller scale of the plas-
monic emitter model in this study, the results enable us to
predict plasmonic responses in practical applications depen-
dent on distance and frequency. By controlling the interaction
mechanisms between the plasmon and emitter, significant
electron emission with less reliance on laser parameters can
be achieved. This knowledge can be valuable for future
development of plasmon-enhanced photoemission electron
sources.
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APPENDIX A: COMPUTATIONAL METHODS

We perform TDDFT using the OCTOPUS code [41]. The
exchange-correlation functional is described by LDA and
electron-ion interaction is represented by Troullier-Martins
pseudopotentials. We use a jellium sphere model to describe
the plasmonic NP. The Wigner-Seitz radius of Au species, rs,

FIG. 6. Simulation box is a parallel pipe with absorption bound-
aries at the end of the z axis. Na is placed at the origin and the NP
is placed near Na, forming a plasmonic nanoparticle-metal emitter.
The current calculation plane is set perpendicular to the z axis at
20 Å across the simulation region.
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FIG. 7. (a) The electric field of the incident Gaussian-shaped
laser pulse. (b) Dipole moment of the NP under different incident
laser intensity at the NP resonant frequency. The curve at 0.1 V/Å
exhibits significant changes compared to those of other conditions,
while the curves at 0.01, 0.001, and 0.0001 V/Å almost coincide.

is 1.6 Å and the total electron number in jellium is 8. The
shape of the simulation box is a parallel pipe with absorption
boundaries at the end of both sides of the z axis, as shown
in Fig. 6. Lengths of the box are 20, 20, and 60 Å along the
x, y, and z axes, respectively. The absorption boundaries are
set to prevent reflections of electrons. The Na atom is placed
at the origin and the Au NP is placed near the Na separated
by a distance d along the z axis, forming a plasmonic NP-
metal junction emitter. The grid spacing is 0.4 Å, considering
both the costs of calculation and accuracy of the results. The
current calculation plane is set perpendicular to the z axis at
20 Å across the simulation region. We calculate current flow

FIG. 9. Calculated electric potential with variance distance. At
d = 9.6 Å, there is a significant potential barrier present at z = −5 Å;
however, at d = 0.8 Å, the barrier between Na and the NP almost
disappears.

transverse through the plane in every 50 iterations and add
up.

The Gaussian-shaped laser pulse,

E(t ) = F cos (ωt ) exp

[
− (t − t0)2

2τ 2

]
,

is introduced to excite the electrons as shown in Fig. 7(a),
where the pulse width is τ = 2 fs and maximum intensity is
reached at time t0 = 8 fs. Laser field is z-direction polarized.
When needed, external static fields directly induce the emitter
at the beginning of time propagation. Each calculation per-
forms 20 000 steps with a time step of 0.003 fs. We calculate
normalized dipole moments of the resonant NP under differ-
ent incident laser intensity. From Fig. 7(b), the laser intensity
is set as 0.01 V/Å ensuring the linear response regime of the
excited dipole moment, as the following absorption spectra
and charge density differences are calculated based on im-
pulse responses.

FIG. 8. (a) The density of states of Na clearly displays two orbitals, Na 3s and Na 3p. (b) The density of states of the NP shows several
electron orbitals, including NP 1s, NP 1p, NP 1d , NP 2s, and NP 2p.
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FIG. 10. Induced charge density of Na as a function of d: (a) h̄ω = 3.72 eV and d = 9.6 Å, (b) h̄ω = 3.74 eV and d = 6.4 Å, (c) h̄ω =
3.78 eV and d = 4 Å, (d) h̄ω = 3.82 eV and d = 3.2 Å, and (e) h̄ω = 3.91 eV and d = 2.4 Å. The NP and Na are excited by the optimal light
frequency fmax.

APPENDIX B: DENSITY OF STATES AND
ELECTRIC POTENTIAL

We calculate the DOS of Na and the NP, respectively,
including all the extra unoccupied states under vacuum energy
level. As our calculation results show in Figs. 8(a) and 8(b),
the eigenvalues of Na occupied and unoccupied energy levels
are −2.818 and −0.805 eV, related to the 3s and 3p orbitals.
There are more orbitals in the NP including 1s, 1p, 1d , 2s, and
2p. The highest occupied orbital energy is −3.973 eV, corre-
sponding to the 1p orbital of the NP and the lower occupied
energy level is the 2s orbital at −6.087 eV.

The charge transfer possibility can be briefly reflected by
the calculated electric potential in Fig. 9. Na is placed at
the origin while the NP approaches it from the negative z
axis. The potential barrier between Na and the NP lowers and

even vanishes as the distance d decreases. We find that the
charge transfer channel opens completely when two particles
are close enough, which ought to strongly enhance the pho-
toemission current with more carrier transfers.

APPENDIX C: CHARGE DENSITY DIFFERENCES

As shown in Fig. 10, there are intriguing finds in the charge
density calculations. The calculation results of charge density
demonstrate that the NFE becomes more pronounced as the
distance d decreases to 4 Å. In Figs. 10(a)–10(c), as d > 4 Å,
a clear resonance mode is exhibited in the NP, leading to
a quite large amount of induced charge density in the Na
atom. As 2.4 < d < 4 Å, OH significantly affects the plas-
monic mode of the NP and the field around the NP is obvious
weaker as illustrated by Figs. 10(d) and 10(e), which leads
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to a drop of field enhancement of Na and photoemission
current.

APPENDIX D: PROJECTED DENSITY OF STATES

In the investigation of complex systems, the PDOS
emerges as a pivotal tool for analyzing the electronic behavior
of distinct elements or atomic species. The PDOS allows
for a detailed examination of how specific elements within
multielement materials contribute to the overall electronic
structure, enabling a deeper insight into the material’s prop-
erties and behaviors.

Furthermore, the PDOS is instrumental in illustrating the
distribution of various types of electronic states, such as s,
p, and d orbitals. By providing a detailed energy distribution
of different electronic states, the PDOS facilitates a greater
understanding of the material’s electronic interactions and
bonding characteristics, which are fundamental to predicting
and explaining its physical properties [19,42].

Figure 11(a) shows the DOS of the NP-Na emitter, which
is actually the lowest blue curve (corresponding to d = 0.8 Å)
in Fig. 2(b). And Figs. 11(b)–11(d) display the PDOS calcu-
lation results at d = 9.6 Å (red dashed lines) and d = 0.8 Å
(blue solid lines). From Fig. 11(b), it can be observed that,
due to the reducing of d (the overlapping of electron clouds),
there is a significant splitting of the energy levels of the Na 3s
orbital, and the higher energy peak is 2.52 eV at d = 0.8 Å.
Figure 11(c) shows the slight changes in the NP 1p orbital
when decreasing d , which indicates that the NP 1p orbital is
not significantly affected due to the overlapping of electron
clouds. Figure 11(d) displays that reducing d (the overlapping
of electron clouds) broadens the energy levels of the NP 2s
orbital and shifts the peak to 1.96 eV at d = 0.8 Å. According
to the peak value of the energy level in Figs. 11(b) and 11(d),
the energy levels of Na 3s and NP 2s orbitals are simplified
and marked as 2.52 and 1.96 eV, respectively, as depicted in
the inset of Figs. 5(b) and 5(c).

FIG. 11. (a) Density of states of NP-Na emitter as distance d =
0.8 Å. Projected density of states of (b) Na 3s, (c) NP 1p, and (d) NP
2s as distance d = 9.6 Å (marked by red dotted line) and d = 0.8 Å
(marked by blue solid line), respectively.
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