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Quantum speed limits in arbitrary phase spaces
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Quantum speed limits (QSLs) provide an upper bound for the speed of evolution of quantum states in any
physical process. Based on the Stratonovich-Weyl correspondence, we derive a universal QSL bound in arbitrary
phase spaces that is applicable for both continuous variable systems and finite-dimensional discrete quantum
systems. This QSL bound allows the determination of speed limit bounds in specific phase spaces that are
tighter than those in Wigner phase space or Hilbert space under the same metric, as illustrated by several typical
examples, e.g., a single-mode free field and N-level quantum systems in phase spaces. This QSL bound also
provides an experimentally realizable way to examine the speed limit in phase spaces relevant to applications in

quantum information and quantum optics.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Quantum speed limits (QSLs) set the upper bound on the
speed for quantum systems evolving in an arbitrary physical
process [1-3]. The milestone of describing the QSL time as
the intrinsic timescale of quantum dynamics was achieved
by Mandelstam and Tamm, who clarified the longstanding
debate on the explanations for the time-energy uncertainty
relationship [4]. The energy fluctuation restricts the mini-
mum time for a quantum state to evolve into its orthogonal
state. Apart from the standard deviation of the energy [4-6],
alternative QSL time bounds based on the averaged energy
[7-10] and the interplay among them [11-13] have been de-
veloped in succession. In the last decade, QSLs have even
been extended to the fields of open systems involving var-
ious metrics [14-20], quantum dynamical speedup [16,21-
26], information geometry [27], time-optimal quantum con-
trol [28-32], quantum and macroscopic stochastic processes
[33-35], non-Hermitian systems [15,36-38], dynamics of
many-body quantum systems [39,40], the evolution of observ-
ables [41-43], and recently the topological structure of the
dynamics [44]. Indeed, the QSL represents a powerful tool
for evaluating the performance of quantum computers [45],
the accuracy of quantum metrology [46,47], and the efficiency
in quantum thermodynamics [48-56], among others. Thus,
extensive effort has been applied toward experimental veri-
fication to this end [57-61].

Apart from the well-known Schrodinger wave function,
Heisenberg’s matrix mechanics, and Feynman’s path inte-
gral, the phase-space formalism of quantum mechanics has
an advantage in terms of its resemblance to classical sta-
tistical mechanics and supports a profound understanding
of the underlying statistical properties [62]. The pioneering
work regarding the study of QSLs in phase spaces was pre-
sented by Deffner, who found that the QSL in the Wigner
(W) phase space is equivalent to that in the density operator
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space and much easier to perform computations involving
continuous variable systems [63]. Later, because the W phase
space retains the structure of the classical phase space through
quantum-classical correspondence, Shanahan et al. discovered
that the QSL is not a particular quantum phenomenon but a
universal property of the time evolution of continuous vari-
able systems in the W phase space [64]. Meantime, questions
regarding the speed limit in the W phase space have led to the
intensive study of the classical speed limit over the past few
years [64—67].

For continuous variable systems, the W function is the
most widely used phase-space quasiprobability representa-
tion with symmetric ordering of the position and momentum
operators (or equivalently a and a®) [68]. Nevertheless, it
is not unique, and a large number of well-known phase-
space quasiprobability distribution functions exist [62]. For
instance, the Glauber-Sudarshan P function [69,70] with a
normal ordering of a and a' can be used to diagonalize the
density operator in terms of coherent states and is fundamen-
tal in photoelectric detection [71]. Additionally, the Husimi
Q function [72] with the antinormal ordering of a and af
provides a possible way to define a non-negative quasiprob-
ability distribution, and the Cahill-Glauber s-parametrized
quasiprobability distributions incorporate the above W, P, and
Q functions, with s = 0, 1, and —1, respectively [73,74].

In addition, the flourishing development in quantum
information and quantum technology now requires the con-
sideration of finite-dimensional systems, e.g., an ensemble of
spins, to define corresponding quasiprobability distribution
functions (see a recent review [75]). Commonly, there are
two methods. The first method involves generating discrete
analogs of the quasiprobability distribution functions [76-78],
an approach that has been used in various applications in
quantum-state tomography [79], resource theory for quan-
tum computation [80-82], and studies of the dynamics of
many-body quantum systems [83,84]. The second method
involves employing generalized coherent states [85-90] to
provide insights into the study of quantum foundations, e.g.,
the recent construction of a general statistical framework
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for finite-dimensional discrete quantum systems [91] and the
interpretation of quantum entanglement with classical trajec-
tories [92].

At this point, the following two questions naturally arise:
(i) Is there a simple QSL bound that can incorporate con-
tinuous variable and finite-dimensional quantum systems in
arbitrary phase spaces? (i) What are the tangible benefits for
the QSL in other quasiprobability distribution phase spaces
compared with those in the W phase space?

To address the above questions, in this paper, we derive a
universal QSL bound for quantum systems in arbitrary phase
spaces using the Stratonovich-Weyl (SW) correspondence
[93]. The key concept for the SW correspondence is to trans-
form any operator in Hilbert space into target phase spaces
(W, P, Q or others) with a SW kernel, which is constructible
for both continuous variable and finite-dimensional quantum
systems in s-parametrized phase spaces [75]. This universal
QSL bound has several tangible benefits. (i) First, our QSL
bound provides a unified framework for studying the speed
limit for continuous variable and finite-dimensional quantum
systems in quasiprobability distribution phase spaces. This
unified QSL bound is not just for aesthetic appeal but provides
a convenient tool to evaluate the speed limit directly in various
scenarios. (ii) Second, our work provides new insight into
the search for tighter QSL bounds that are superior to those
obtained in the W phase space under the same metric. We
use the traditional Cauchy-Schwarz inequality method for the
first scaling and the s-parametrized phase spaces as tools for
secondary scaling, and this latter step is our major contri-
bution. (iii) Third, in the past, phase spaces with s # 0, 1
were rarely used because they were usually believed to be
less valuable than traditional spaces in quantum optics [71].
In our paper, we show that these representations also have
advantages. The tighter QSL bound achieved with s # 0, 1
provides evidence that a specific choice of s could also be
superior to the commonly used W, P, and Q phase spaces in
studying QSL bounds.

Our paper is organized as follows: In Sec. II, we derive
the universal QSL bound in arbitrary phase spaces. Then, we
employ this unified QSL bound to several typical quantum
systems, including a single-mode free field and an N-level
quantum system in s-parametrized phase spaces in Sec. III.
The experimental consideration is analyzed in Sec. IV. Fi-
nally, we summarize in Sec. V with concluding remarks and
an outlook of potential applications.

II. QUANTUM SPEED LIMITS IN ARBITRARY
PHASE SPACES

Consider an operator A in Hilbert space; its SW symbol in
an arbitrary phase space is [75]

Fi(n) = Tr[AA (n)], (1)

where A®(n) denotes the SW kernel, and five criteria (linear-
ity, reality, standardization, covariance, and tracing properties)
ensure such a legitimate SW correspondence (see Ap-
pendix A). n is a point in a phase space that determines a
state |n) (n — |n)) in Hilbert space and the index s labels a
family of phase spaces, e.g., F, f{) (1) is the well-known Wigner
function [75]. Since A — F;(n) is a one-to-one linear map, it

is natural to define the inverse of the SW symbol as

A= [du(n)FAS(n)A*S(n), 2)

where du(n) is the invariant integration measure. Then, the
trace of the product of the two operators is immediately ob-
tained (see Appendix A)

Tr(AB) = fdu(n)Fj(n)FBﬂ(nl 3)

Consider a quantum system evolving under the Hamil-
tonian H, the overlap between the initial state py and the
final state p, is captured by the relative purity P, (oo, o;) :=
Tr(pop:) [12,15,64], which is then transformed by the above
SW correspondence

Po0, p1) = f duF = GDES (). @)

As the relative purity is a metric of the state evolution, its time
derivative can be regarded as the speed of the state evolution.
The primary procedure for obtaining the changing rate of the
relative purity is to calculate 9;F}, (1), which is achieved by
transforming the von Neumann equation 9,0, = %[H , pr] to
the phase space

IFS (n)
LA 5)

where we employ a generalized Moyal bracket

1
HEL )} = (B x By — Fy B, (6)
and a generalized star product
(e £) 0 = [ anory [ duatar ()

xFy )T A~ () A™ () A (). (7)

Equation (5) is also called the generalized Liouville equa-
tion [75] and governs the dynamics of a phase-space function.

To this end, the changing rate of the relative purity is given
by

P(po. pr) = /du(n)F,,;S(n){{Fé,F,f,}}(n)

_ / duES{{ES E . ®

Note that the second line is more convenient for use in
experimental verification (see Sec. IV) and that the deriva-
tion can be found in Appendix B. By means of the
Cauchy-Schwarz inequality in L?, ie., | [ f(x)g(x)*dx|* <
J1f@)2dx [ |g(x)|*dx, the norm of the changing rate for the
purity is bounded by

|P; (o, pr)| < Vst (@, 9
with
VsL () = min { X, vgs (0), o vos (D}, (10)

where the two terms in min{-, -} are equal if Vi is time
independent. The two components x ~* and vgg of Vi (7)
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are in dual phase spaces with opposite s [94]. Here

X = [/du(n)F,f}(n)z]z, (11)

and
1
, 2 |2

vosL(t) = [fdu(n)|{{F,;’,,F§}}(n)| ] . (12
where the reality postulate of the SW correspondence is em-
ployed in the definition of Eq. (11). Specifically, x ~* and vgg;.
in Eq. (10) are in a self-dual phase space when s = 0. Upon
integration of Eq. (9) with respect to time from O to 7, we
obtain the usual definition of QSL time

1-P,

_ 13
Ve, 4

T 2 TQsL =

where (f(1)); := 1 [ f(t)dt.

This upper bound of the evolution speed V(g (¢) is appli-
cable to quantum systems in arbitrary phase spaces as long
as the SW kernel is given. The universality of the derived
QSL bound lies in the fact that the generalized Moyal bracket
and star product are convenient for use with different kinds
of systems in various phase spaces, such as continuous and
discrete phase spaces, in the same framework. In the follow-
ing, we examine the derived QSL bound of both continuous
variable and finite-dimensional quantum systems in several
typical phase spaces, e.g., a single-mode of the quantized
radiation field in Cahill-Glauber s-parametrized quasiprob-
ability distribution phase spaces, N-level quantum systems
in s-parametrized phase spaces with continuous degrees of
freedom, and qubit systems in a toroidal lattice phase space
with discrete degrees of freedom.

III. EXAMPLES

A. A single-mode free field or a one-dimensional
harmonic oscillator in phase spaces

For a single-mode free field or a one-dimensional harmonic
oscillator, the s-parametrized SW kernel is given by [73]

A‘Y(n)=fd,lL({)D(C)en{*_n*§+‘v‘{|2/2, (14)

defined in terms of the displacement operator D(¢) :=
€' ~t"a and the integration measure du(¢) = (1/m)d*¢.
This s-parametrized SW kernel has been widely studied in the
field of quantum optics [95,96]. Considering the system ini-
tially prepared in a coherent state |ag), the evolved state under
the control of H = hiw(a'a + 1) is o) = e |age™") =
e~ | o) [95], where we use « := apge ™' as an abbrevi-
ation. Then, the SW symbol of the coherent state is given
by FS(n) = 1= exp(-Zla — nl*) with =1 <5 <1 [74]. In
terms of Egs. (11) and (12), we are ready to obtain the two
components of Vg, (see Appendix C):

1

oL 15
and
, V2ol
vosL = TSO, (16)

8
o s=—1

6
e S5=0 (W phase space)

—
.54 14_25<s<0

2

0

-1.0 -0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0

s

FIG. 1. Vg of a single-mode free field or a one-dimensional
harmonic oscillator initially prepared in state |c) and evolved under
the control of the Hamiltonian H = hiw(a’a + %) (w|ag] = 1). The
gray dot represents s = 0, i.e., the Wigner phase space (or the equiv-
alent Hilbert space). The orange region represents Vig < V&L The
red dot marks the lowest value of Vg , implying that the tightest
QSL bound does not occur in the self-dual case but in dual phase
spaces with s = —1/3.

which are time-independent (thus, we omit the subscript ¢ for
notation simplicity) and lead to the final result

. V20lag|

YosL = T TS a7

It is convenient to obtain the QSL bound in Hilbert space
Vost. = [Tr(| ]2 = 2 AE = v2w|a|, which is equiv-
alent to the case of s =0 in Eq. (17). Thus, Eq. (17) can
be rewritten as VasL = \/EAE/[E(I —$)4/1 + 5] in terms
of the standard deviation of H. This is a QSL bound of
the Mandelstam-Tamm type for the s-parametrized phase
space, which is in agreement with the QSL bound derived
in Ref. [64] in Wigner phase space with s = 0. The tightest

bound is immediately obtained as Vi = %EAE )

In Fig. 1, Vgg versus parameter s is depicted given
w|ag| = 1. One can find that the self-dual case, i.e., s = 0,
is not the tightest one (neither are the other well-known
representations, e.g., s = —1). Obviously, there is a represen-
tation with s # O that has the lowest upper bound. Indeed, by
choosing an appropriate parameter of the phase space, i.e.,
s = —1/3 as analyzed above, we can find the corresponding
tightest dual phase spaces, as marked by the red dot in Fig. 1.

The above analysis implies that the s-parametrized phase
spaces provide an approach to search for tighter QSL bounds
than the one given initially in W phase space or Hilbert
space. Such a phase space is unlike the usual W, P, and Q
representations. Indeed, the rarely used phase spaces with
s # 0, £1 may also be helpful in specific quantum tasks, such
as searching for the tightest QSL bound, as illustrated here.

Thus far, our example involves a continuous variable
system. It is natural to ask if this universal QSL applies
to finite-dimensional systems in the same framework and
whether the above conclusion still holds in such cases.
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B. N-level quantum systems in a continuous phase space

Consider an N-level quantum system with the following
Hamiltonian given by [97]

H =hyl + h,T,, (18)

where hy and h,, are coefficients, e.g., a magnetic field. 7, (v =
1,2,...,N?>—1), a set of traceless Hermitian matrices, are
the generators of SU(N) Lie algebra [98], and the summation
over repeated Greek indices is implicit.

The SW kernel of the N-level quantum system is defined
as [89,99] (see Appendix A)

1
AA(T]) = Iv]l + 4rsRvTva (19)

where R, := (n| T, |n), and

1 .
ry = 5,/(zv + D (20)

is called the s-parametrized spin radius, representing different
phase spaces. Unlike the example in Sec. III A, there is no re-
striction regarding the parameter s here, i.e., s € R. Following
the terminology in quantum optics, we still deem s = 0 the W
phase space, while s = 1 and s = —1 represent the P and QO
phase spaces, respectively [99].

The evolved density matrix in terms of the basis of the
SU(N) Lie algebra is represented by [97]

1
Pr = ]Vl +b,()T,, (21)

with  b,(¢) :=2Tr(p,T,), where we have
Te(7,T;) = 18,5 [98].

With Egs. (18), (19), and (21), the time derivative of the
phase-space function F, /f, (n) in Eq. (5) is obtained 0o, F /f, (n) =
%r‘vhvbA(I)Rngg, where we use [T, T,] = ifuieT: and fue
are totally antisymmetric regarding the interchange of any pair

of its indices [98]. Then we have

employed

s 1+ 2 b2 (t)r? : (22)
AEINT NI

according to [ du(n)R,R; =
integration in Eq. (12) yields

2(N +1) + [99]. In addition, the

vosL () = — | o= wba(Dhgby (l)fungﬁys} - (23)

[ 2
(N+1)
With Egs. (22) and (23), the QSL bound in Eq. (10) is imme-
diately obtained.

In addition, an interesting corollary based on Eq. (23)
is obtained, vQg; (1)* = vggy (1)vgg (), which can be proven
immediately based on the definition of the s-parametrized spin
radius in Eq. (20). This corollary implies that one component
of the QSL bounds, Vs (1) with s # 0, could be tighter than
that in the s = 0 case at the expense of a looser bound for
—s. Does this conclusion still hold for VéSL(t)? However,
Vs (t)? # VgL (1)Visy (¢) in general, as the other component
of VésL(f)’ i.e., x/, is not a constant. Nevertheless, if we
carefully choose dual phase spaces, it is still possible to obtain
a QSL bound tighter than the usual bound in W phase space or
Hilbert space [V(())SL(t) is identical to the speed limit obtained

in Hilbert space; see the proof in Appendix D]. Indeed, if the
initial state is pure, we have

1

A N 7
L =[ . } , (24)
Vst (N+1)+N-1

implying Vg S < VQSL The maximum of Eq. (24) is
VN/(N — 1) when s approaches —oo, signifying that the up-
per bound of the QSL originally derived in W phase space
will, at most, decrease by (1 — /T —1/N) x 100% in s-
parametrized phase spaces.

For illustration, we consider N = 2, i.e., a qubit system.
The Hamilton in Eq. (18) takes the form

H = hol + h;T; = hol + 1h - G, (25)

where T; = %aj(j = Xx,¥,2) and o; are the usual Pauli oper-
ators. We replace the Greek indices with the Latin ones, as
usual, and thus, fj; equals €j;; (the three-dimensional Levi-
Civita symbol) [98]. The evolved density matrix in Eq. (21)
now reads

o= 4+b;)T; =114 15, . 5. (26)

After some algebra, Egs. (22) and (23) can be simplified to

- 1
% =3+ 3BT @7

1 /2 - -
Uost (1) = E\/;Mh X by, (28)

where € ji,€1mp = 818km — 8jmdi is employed. Thus,

1 N
o7 minty/ 3" +1Bo 21 x by,
\/35 + 1B 121k x by} (29)

Former research found that the QSL bound derived based on
the metric of relative purity will be proportional to the stan-
dard deviation of energy [15]. When the initial state is pure,
according to Egs. (25) and (26), we have AE = %|71 X E,| =
%lﬁ x bo| and |b,|? = |bo|> = 1. Thus, the s-parametrized
QSL bound of qubit systems in Eq. (29) is rewritten as

AE

Vo =TT,

which is a Mandelstam-Tamm type bound. When s < 0, the
QSL bounds will be tighter than the one in Wigner phase
space, i.e., V(Ss<1? < V(gSL and the tightest bound achieves
when s — —oo. Thus, the quasiprobability distribution phase
spaces can be employed to search tighter QSL bound, which
agrees with the example illustrated in Sec IIT A.

For illustration, in Fig. 2, we consider an initial state |{/) =
cos(x) |0) + sin(x) [1) under the control of the Hamiltonian
H = %0.. Thus, the QSL reads

%«/1 + 3%|sin (2x)|. (31

Obviously, the QSL bound in phase space s = —1 is tighter
than that with s = 0. Thus, the tightest bound occurs when s

and

VQSL(I) =

(30)

V(SSL =

022212-4
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0.8 @ S§=0 (W phase space)
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=g
2 0.6
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§ =6
0.2/0—%%
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FIG. 2. Vg of a qubit initially prepared in state [y) =

cos(x) |0) 4 sin(x) |1) and evolved under the control of the Hamil-

tonian H = 2o.. The blue curves from bottom to top represent VosL

with x = %, %, and 7, respectively. Within the orange regions,
VasL < Vé’SL.. The red and gray dots denote V® = %| sin(2x)| and
Vs = 75| sin(20)].

is approaching —oo, and the bound reads VQ_S"Lo = %| sin(2x)|
(see the red dots in Fig. 2).

Unlike the continuous phase space representation, another
equivalent approach is to employ the discrete phase space in
an N x N lattice form (see Appendix E).

The above examples illustrate that both for continuous
variable and finite-dimensional discrete quantum systems, we
may find tighter QSL bound in specific phase spaces than in W
phase space or Hilbert space in terms of the quasiprobability
distribution phase spaces. Importantly, this phenomenon is
detectable in experiments.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL CONSIDERATION

Given an initial state py as well as the Hamiltonian H,
it would be more convenient to verify x, ’vgg (0). We need
only to measure the phase-space function of an evolved state,
Le., F,*(n) = Tr[p, A7 (n)]. The key procedure is construct-
ing the SW kernel A®(n), which can be decomposed to a
combination of spin-parity operators IT* and displacement-
rotation operators U [90]. For example, the SW kernel of a
qubit can be rewritten as A*(n) = U (8, ¢, ®)ITUT(H, ¢, ),
where U(6, ¢, ®) = exp(—'Z¢)exp(—3:0)exp(— % ®) and
I = %1 + ry0,. A similar scheme for verifying the Wigner
functions has been realized in experiments with a cesium atom
[100] and an electron spin of a nitrogen-vacancy center in
diamond [101].

For continuous variable systems, the SW kernel can also
be constructed as a displaced parity operator, i.e., A*(n) =
D(mIT*D'(n) [75,102]. Thus, the phase-space function
F,*(n) is just the inverse Fourier transform of the charac-

teristic function G,*(n) = Tr[ptD(r/)e’%s‘”‘Z]. It is feasible to
measure this characteristic function in experiments by means
of single-qubit interferometry; see, e.g., Refs. [103-105].

V. CONCLUSION AND OUTLOOK

To conclude, we established a universal QSL bound based
on the SW correspondence. This speed limit bound allows

us to investigate the dynamics of both continuous variable
and finite-dimensional discrete quantum systems in arbitrary
phase spaces in the same framework as long as the SW kernel
is given. Remarkably, by choosing specific dual phase spaces,
the QSL bound can be tighter than that in the W phase space
or Hilbert space, which is demonstrated for several typical
continuous variable and finite-dimensional discrete quantum
systems. This conclusion allows us to search for tighter QSL
bounds in terms of specific quasiprobability distribution phase
spaces and provides a real example that rarely used phase
spaces with s # 0, &1 may be superior to the commonly used
W, P, and Q phase spaces in certain quantum tasks.

Our results suggest several areas for further investigation.
First, it would be of great interest to investigate the QSL
with /i deformation in discrete quantum systems in addition
to continuous variable systems. If one takes 7 as a quan-
tum parameter, i = 0 gives the classical Poisson bracket in
the standard Moyal product. Comparing the dynamics for
different /i values for QSL with general SW formalism is
fascinating and may provide a thorough understanding of the
speed limit on the border between the macroscopic and mi-
croscopic world. Second, whether we could utilize the tighter
QSL bound in specific dual phase spaces superior to the self-
dual case (Hilbert space) and design schemes for operating
logical gates in such phase spaces would be of interest.
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APPENDIX A: STRATONOVICH-WEYL
CORRESPONDENCE

This section briefly summarizes the basic idea of the
Stratonovich-Weyl (SW) correspondence that is employed in
the main text. The operator A in Hilbert space and the corre-
sponding phase-space function F;(n) are linked by a kernel
A*(n), where n is a phase-space point in any phase space
labeled by the index s. There are five criteria for the kernel
that ensure physically motivating properties. Such properties,
known as the SW correspondence [75], are listed below:

SW-1 Linearity. A <> F;(n) is a linear bijective mapping,
ie.,

Fi(n) = Tr[AA ()], (A1)

and
A= / dpGDE (A~ (). (A2)

where du(n) is the invariant integration measure.

SW-2 Reality. The kernel A®(n) is Hermitian. Thus, the
phase-space function is real if the operator A is Hermitian,
i.e.,

E ()" = Tr[ATA* ()] = TI[AA ()] = E{ (). (A3)
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SW-3 Standardization. F;(n) is standardized so that

/ duEL(n) = Tr(A), (Ad)

and

/du(n)As(n) =1L (AS5)

SW-4 Covariance. If the operator A is invariant under the
unitary operations U, then so is the phase-space function, i.e.,

Fjay () = THUAU T A* ()] = TrlAV A* (V']

= Tr[AA (n")] = F{ (1), (A6)
where A°() = VA*()VTand V = U".
SW-5 Tracing.
/du(n)F,f(n)FB_s(n) = Tr(AB). (A7)

Note that, if the phase space is discrete, the integrations in
SW-1-SW-5 will be replaced by the summation over the phase
points.

For illustration, we prove that Eq. (19), i.e.,

A(n) = Zlv]l + 4r,R,T,, (A8)
in the main text satisfies the above five criteria for a SW
kernel. Here ry = %[(N + D2 (s e R), R, == (| T, |n),
and T, (w=1,2,...,N2—1) are the basis for the set of
traceless Hermitian N x N matrices.

Proof. (i) According to Eq. (A1), the phase-space function
of operator A is given by

1
F3(n) = S TrA + 4r.R,Tr(AT, ), (A9)

with which we have
) . TrA
/dM(U)FA‘(n)A ‘() = Tﬂ +2Tr(AT,))T, = A, (A10)

where we have employed three identities [87,99], i.e.,

/ du(n) = N, (ALD)
f Rudpu(n) = 0, (A12)
1
/ RARyda() = 5o, (A13)

in deriving the first equality in Eq. (A10). The second equality
in Eq. (A10) is based on the fact that any N x N complex
matrix can be expressed as a complex linear combination of
the identity matrix and N> — 1 generators 7T, of the SU(N) Lie
algebra [see, e.g., Eq. (9) in Ref. [98]].

(i1) The kernel Eq. (A8) is obviously Hermitian.

(iii) The integration of the phase-space function F;(n) over
all space is given by

fdﬂ(n)F,As(n) =/du(n)[%TrA + 4n-RuTr(ATu)] = Tr(A).
(Al4)

In addition,

1
/du(n)N(n) = /du(n)<ﬁl +4rsRvTv> =1. (Al5)
(iv) According to SW-4, we define

VA (VT = Ilv]l +4rRVT,V = Ilv]l +4r,R T =: A°(1),

(A16)

where T/ = VTV, R, = (/| T! |n’), with [} =V |n). Thus,

if the operator is invariant under the unitary operations V =
U™, then so is the phase-space function.
(v) According to Eq. (A10), we have

Tr(AB) = ]lvTr(A)Tr(B) 1+ 2Tr(AT,)Tr(BT,).  (Al7)
On the other hand,
/du(n)FX(n)FB_S(’?)
= / du(n)[]lvTr(A)+4rSRUTI‘(ATu):|
X [%Tr(B) + 4r_ R, Tr(BT;, )i|
_ ]lvTr<A>Tr<B> +2Te(AT,)Te(BT,)  (AI8)

is obtained by means of Eqs. (A9), (A11)—(A13). Therefore,
SW-5 is also satisfied.

To this end, we conclude that Eq. (19) used in the main text
is a SW kernel. |

APPENDIX B: DERIVATION OF THE
SECOND LINE IN EQ. (8)

The changing rate of the relative purity is given by

. 1
P, (po, pr) = Tr(popr) = l.—hTr(po[H, o). (BD)

According to Egs. (1) and (3), we have

. 1
Bpo o) = - / du()F > TEIH, pA (D). (B2)

Then, substituting the phase-space form of H =
S du)E;()A™ (') and p = [du(n)F, (1A (")
in Eq. (B2), we obtain

> 1 —s s s s K
Fi(po, pr) = E/clu(n)Fp0 (M(Fjy * Ey — Fy  Fyy) ()

_ / duFm{{Fg 2 1. (B3)

where we have employed the generalized star product
[Eq. (7)] and Moyal bracket [Eq. (6)] defined in the main text.
Then, by means of Tr(po[H, po;]) = Tr(p:[ 00, H]) and similar
procedures performed in Egs. (B2) and (B3), we have

B(po, p) = / duESUES Fs Y. (B4

which is the second line in Eq. (8) in the main text.
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APPENDIX C: QUANTUM SPEED LIMITS OF A SINGLE-MODE FREE FIELD OR A ONE-DIMENSIONAL
HARMONIC OSCILLATOR IN s-PARAMETRIZED PHASE SPACES

We consider a one-dimensional harmonic oscillator or a single-mode free field prepared in a coherent state |«p) and evolved
under the control of Hamiltonian H = hiw(a’a + %). So the evolved density operator can be written as p;, = |«) («|, where we
have used the definition of & := age™™' [95]. Then the SW symbol of the coherent state can be derived in terms of the SW kernel

F3(n) = Trlp, A*(n)] = Tr[|a) (| D)IT'DT ()] = k exp(—k o — ), (C1)

where D(n) is a displaced operator, IT° := ﬁ(%)“"'“ (=1 < s < 1) is a s-parametrized parity operator [96], and « := 2/(1 —
s). Note that the SW kernel written in the above equation is equivalent to the one in Eq. (14).
Then, the changing rate of F; (1) is obtained

OF; (1)

= iwk*(a*n — an®)exp(—«|a — n]?). (C2)

To this end, we are ready to calculate the two components of Vg (¢):

K2 K2 K 1
G0 = [ exp—2cta = Py = = exp(-2ctaf’) [ expea’mexpean’ - 2lnfidn = 5 = . (€

T 2
and
2I<4 ) )
Vs (1) = / Rla*|n* — a*(*)* — (@*)*n*]exp(—2k | — n]*)d*n
(,()2/{4
= — exp(—2ic|a|?) f Rle?n* — «>(*)* — (@*)*n* expea*n) exp(2uan® — 2ic|n|*)d*y
2 o) 2 4 4
= ol exp(—2x|a|2)[w + 1o ety — 2 exp(2/c|ot|2)i|
K K K
2.2 2
. S, (C4)
2 (1—19)

where we employ the formula

La )" @)

1 m
;/‘|)c|2 f(x)exp (yx* —lelz)dzx = pr d(f)m ,

in the derivation of the above Egs. (C3) and (C4). Here, we summarize the basic idea for the proof of Eq. (C5). Note that the
following x, y, z parameters are all complex numbers:

(C5)

1
- / e[ £ (x) exp(x* — zxP)d’x = Y c,Ko, (C6)
T n
where
1 *\1 1 n n |
K= / e S eyt = 2 / PO exp(—glaP)dPx = Lt €
T n! n! Zitmtlp)
Then we have
1 2m X 2\ 12 y'(n+m)! 1 d’"[(%)mf@)]
= [ P expa” 2l = e = g ()
which ends our proof.
With Egs. (C3) and (C4), we obtain
V20|ag|
Vi = oy SpSe = _ C9
QSL X QSL (1 . S)\/l_ﬂ ( )

in the main text [see Eq. (17)].
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APPENDIX D: QUANTUM SPEED LIMITS OF N-LEVEL
QUANTUM SYSTEMS IN HILBERT SPACE

The QSL bound of N-level quantum systems is given by

(00, P < Vs () = / Tr(03) Tr (1o ]2).
|P;( )| < Vst (®) =/ Tr(03) Tr(| 4 1?) (D1)

According to the von Neumann equation and Egs. (18) and
(21) in the main text, we have p, = %hvb;\ () foreT:. Thus

1
VosL(t) = —

2
- <N-|-btz)hvbk(t)hﬁby(l)fv)\gfﬂyé’ (D2)

which equals to the QSL bound in W phase space (s = 0) in
the main text [Egs. (22) and (23)].

APPENDIX E: QUBITS IN A DISCRETE PHASE SPACE

The discrete phase-space function represents a quantum
state that assigns a number to each lattice point [106]. We

need only to replace the generalized Moyal bracket and the
star product with the corresponding discrete ones.

For illustration, we still consider the qubit case (N =
2). We can label the phase-space points n with coordi-
nates (ai, az) (aiey =0, 1). The corresponding SW kernel
is [76]

V3
4r,

(=10 + (=10 + (=103 ],

(ED)
which obviously satisfies the SW correspondence, with
[ dju(n) replaced by %Zn Here, r, = 1(3')!/2, with s =
—1, 0, 1 representing the Q, W, and P representations, re-
spectively. By replacing the generalized star product in Eq. (7)

with (Fj x F§)(n) = %FX(ﬂ)Fg(y) [76], we can obtain the
QSL bound. Here, T'yg,, = 8,5 + 8,y + 85, — 3 — i D, Enpyc
is the three-point structure function, and & is antisymmetric
in all of its indices. We then immediately have x’ = [% +
%ll;,|2rs2]% and vasL(t) = %\/grsm X l;,|, which are in agree-
ment with N = 2 in Sec. III B.
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