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We present a theoretical method to calculate Delbriick scattering amplitudes. Our formalism is based on
the exact analytical Dirac-Coulomb Green’s function and therefore accounts for the interaction of the virtual
electron-positron pair with the nucleus to all orders, including the Coulomb corrections. The numerical con-
vergence of our calculations is accelerated by solving the radial integrals that are involved analytically in the
asymptotic region. Numerical results for the collision of photons with energies 102.2 and 255.5 keV with bare
neon and lead nuclei are compared with the predictions of the lowest-order Born approximation. We find that
our method can produce accurate results within a reasonable computation time and that the Coulomb corrections
enhance the absolute value of the Delbriick amplitude by a few percent for the studied photon energies.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Delbriick scattering is the process in which a photon is elas-
tically scattered by the Coulomb field of an atomic nucleus via
the formation of virtual electron-positron pairs [1]. It is one
of the few nonlinear quantum electrodynamical processes that
is observed experimentally [2—4]. Moreover, precise knowl-
edge of Delbriick amplitudes is needed in order to extract
relevant information from nuclear Compton scattering exper-
iments [5,6]. Hence this process has attracted considerable
attention, both from the experimental and theoretical side
in the past. However, despite the strong motivation for the
theoretical analysis of Delbriick scattering, most studies have
been limited to approximations of the coupling between the
virtual electron-positron pair and the nucleus. For example,
many studies have been conducted using the lowest-order
Born approximation, which neglects terms of the order («Z)*
and higher in the amplitude [7-11]. Depending on the en-
ergy, this approximation may break down for higher nuclear
charges which are of particular experimental interest. There
have also been some efforts to calculate high energy, large-
and small-angle approximations [12—15], and, more recently,
the Coulomb corrections in the low-energy limit have been
calculated by Kirilin and Terekhov [16]. To the best of our
knowledge, exact calculations (in «Z) of Delbriick scattering
have only been attempted once almost three decades ago by
Scherdin and co-workers [17,18]. Due to computational limi-
tations, these calculations had limited numerical accuracy and
applicability.

In this work we present a method to calculate Delbriick
scattering amplitudes that are exact in «Z. We employ rela-
tivistic quantum electrodynamics, whose basic equations are
recalled in Sec. II. In Sec. III we discuss how we evaluate
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the multidimensional integrals that are involved in the calcu-
lation. In particular, in Sec. III A we explain how to obtain
a finite amplitude by subtracting the free-loop contribution.
Moreover, in Sec. III B we discuss the analytical structure of
the integrand and the rotation of the integration contour. In
Sec. IIIC we show how to accelerate the radial integration
by solving the integral analytically in the asymptotic case.
In Sec. I D we discuss the implementation of our method
and the magnitude of all possible numerical errors. Numerical
results for the collision of photons with energies 102.2 and
255.5 keV with bare neon and lead nuclei are compared with
the predictions of the lowest-order Born approximation in
Sec. I'V. Finally, in Sec. V we summarize our work and give an
outlook to possible applications of our method in the future.
Relativistic units # = m, = c = 1 are used throughout this
paper, if not stated otherwise.

II. QED DESCRIPTION OF DELBRUCK SCATTERING

A. General formalism

In the framework of quantum electrodynamics, Delbriick
scattering can be described by the Feynman diagram in Fig. 1.
As usual, the wavy lines represent the incoming and outgoing
photons with wave vectors k; and k, as well as polarization
vectors €; and €, respectively. Moreover, the double lines
describe the virtual electron-positron pair in the Coulomb field
of a nucleus. By making use of the well-known Feynman
correspondence rules, we can write the amplitude for this
diagram as

i(x o0 o0
M=—— / dz / d7 f d’r f d’ry
2m —00 —00

x Tr{R(ry, k1, €)G(r1, 12, 2)R' (12, k2, €2)
x G(ra, 11, 2)8(w + 7 —2), (1)
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for the lepton-matter coupling and by describing the photon
ki, e ko, €s polarization in the helicity basis € = €, = e, + ike,, A = £1,
this expansion can be written in the form

29 Rir k, €)= a- " =27 Z V2L + 1
PLM
x (i2)FDh, (oye - alh). 2)

Here the magnetic (P = 0) and electric (P = 1) multipole

FIG. 1. Leading-order Feynman diagram for Delbriick scattering.
fields read as

where z and 7’ are the energy arguments of the §lectr0n prop- “5331 = ji(or) Tim, (3a)
agators, r; and r, are three-dimensional coordinate vectors,

and w is the energy of the incoming/outgoing photon, see [5]. M _ L+1 @) Toiim

Moreover, in Eq. (1) R(r, k, €) is the photon-lepton interac- Lm 2L+177 e

tion operator, and G(r,, ry, 7') is the Dirac-Coulomb Green’s I

function. Both R(r, k, €) and G(r;, r, 7') have to be specified —./ mjul(w”) Trivim, (3b)

to evaluate the Delbriick amplitude (1) further.
where j; is the spherical Bessel function, and the vector spher-

B. Photon-lepton interaction operator ical harmonics 7z, are constructed as irreducible tensors of
The operators R(ry, ky, €;) and R (r,, k3, €,) describe the rank J as
absorption and emission of photons with wave vectors k1, k» 1
and polarization vectors €;, €;. As usual in atomic structure Ty = Z (LM — ) 1 puld M)YL p—pi§,- “4)
calculations, it is convenient to expand these operators in n==1

their multipole components, which have well-defined parity  Fyrther details about the multipole representation of the
and symmetry properties. By choosing the Coulomb gauge  photon-lepton interaction operator can be found in Ref. [19].

J

C. Green’s function

Besides the photon-lepton interaction operator, we also have to find a suitable representation of the Green’s function
G(ry, r1, z). Within the well-established spectral representation, this function can be written in terms of the eigensolutions of
the Dirac equation:

Pl ()Pl (r)
Glry,r,2)= ) ————. 4)
;ﬂ Ey —z
Here, ¢/, are the well-known Dirac-Coulomb wave functions, which are conveniently written in the bispinor form,
“w _ 8nk (V)X,f(f‘) 6
(") (ifnk(r)x’_‘K @) ©
with « being the Dirac angular-momentum quantum number, 4 is the projection of the total angular momentum j = |«| — 3, and

n is the principal quantum number. Furthermore, g, (r) and f,, (r) are the large and small radial components and x/ are the spin-
angular wave functions [20]. By inserting Eq. (6) into the spectral representation (5), we obtain the Green’s function in the form

1 gnK(rZ)XM(i.Z)gnK(rl )XMT(?I) _igm((rZ)Xﬂ(?‘Z)f;m(rl )Xl—”(i.l))
Gorar, =S —— (| i Y 3 <),
9= 7 (zﬁmuz)x%(rz)gnk(rl)x;”(rl) S X o) e (X )

ke nk — <
As usual, the sum over 7z is understood here as a summation over the bound discrete states and an integration over the positive
and negative continua.
In Eq. (7) the summation (integration) over n runs over the complete Dirac spectrum. This summation is a rather complicated
task which needs to be discussed in detail. To start with this discussion, we introduce the radial Green’s function:

Z g/xK(VZ)gnk(rl) Z gm((rZ)fm((rl)
Gi(r2, 1, 2) = (Z fHK(rz)g,m(n) 5 ﬁw(rz)fm(rl)>

Eu—z Ene—z

(7

®)

To find the components of this function, we can use the fact that G, (r;, r, z) is the solution of the inhomogeneous equation

1+V(r2)—z —izﬁr + 1 0\8(r2 —r1)
2 dr G ) ) - 9
( r dr2 2+— —14+V(rn)— (2. 2) = 0 1 rnr ©

where in the second line §(x) is the Dirac § function [21,22]. We can find the solutions of this equation as

1 Fl (D) (Flotri 2\ Elora. 2\ (Fl (i 2\
wx@[@(”_’”(Féoom,z))(Ff,om,z)) rom =) (D) |
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where the index T indicates the transpose, and the Wronskian,
we(2) = r’[F2o(r DF! (1. 2) = Fo(rn D)F  (r, 2)], (11)

is known to be independent of r. Moreover, the functions F, loz(r) and F, 1,2 = (r) are the solutions of the homogeneous equation,

14V -z —tdrq e \(Fl(r2)
_rdr X =0, 12
( 1dyyx 1YV g F2(r,2) (12)
which are regular at the origin and at infinity; see Refs. [21,22] for further details. In order to find the explicit form of these

functions, we have to specify the 1nteract10n potential between the leptons and the nucleus. By assuming Delbriick scattering on
a bare pointlike nucleus, the functions F 0 2(ryand F. 1’020(r) are given by

[FK;(,(x,z)}z[h;t;[a VM, 172, (2cx) — (K—Z)Mu+1m(2cx>]]
Feolx,2) L[ = VIMy_172,2ex) + (€ = L)Mys172,5,(2cx)]

|:FK1,OO(X, Z)} ' —v) |: I;r/?[(/( + DYWy_1/2,1(2¢x) + Wyp o, /\(2CX)]:| (13)
3 =T A
00X 2) (1 +22) Zsz/z [(K + LYWy_1/2,1(2¢x) — Wyp1/2,(2¢x)]

where M, ,, and W, , are the Whittaker functions, and ¢ = v/1 — 22, y = aZ, v = yz/c, and A = \/k? — y? [22]. Here the
branch of the square root is taken so that Re(c) > 0 and, moreover, the Wronskian (11) is just unity, w, (z) = 1.

Having derived the components of the radial Green’s function, we can obtain the full function (7), which enters the Delbriick
scattering matrix element, as

1 F! (P :
Girn 9 =Y [®(rz—r1)<iFZz:g§: j;ﬁf{;j))(n{o(rl,z)xﬁ’(ﬁ) 2 DXL )
KL ,

012, Z)XK (#2)

+ @(rl — r2)<lF20(7'2, Z)X ("2)

1
ngw

In the last line of this expression, we introduced the short-hand notation F o, ]:"Ifo, F,, and Fl* . to represent the row and
column spinors from which the Green’s function is constructed.

) (Fl o r x5 (1) —iF2 o (r1, Dx "L ))]

w2, DFL (1, 2) + O — 1) FL o (ra, ) F L (r1, )] (14)

D. Evaluation of the matrix element

In the previous two sections we obtained the radial-angular decomposition of the photon-lepton interaction operator (2) and
the Green’s function (14). By inserting these expansions into Eq. (1), we can write the Delbriick scattering amplitude as

My py=iay Y " " TPl JOL + DL + DDY,, (61,61, 0)

KL Kk ;L P]L]M] PszM’)

x D5 (.02, O (k' 1, 0, PLLiMy, P LMy, k) + b1, 0, PLLiMy, P LMy, k)], (15)

where we now explicitly show the dependence on the helicity of the incoming and outgoing photon A; and A,. The nontrivial
part of the calculations is contained within the multidimensional integrals,

S(w+z—-7)

d’ry FL 1. e ally (r)FE (1. 2)
W, (2w, (2) 1,00 LM,y k,00

o0 o0
11(K/lt/,w,P1L1M1,P2L2M2,KM):/ dZ//
- _

*
x [ / &y FE o2, 2) e - al), r)) FL (s, z)*} (16)
r<ry
and

;o o ’ o 8((’()+Z—Z/) 3 w INT P) ymi?l T ’
L', w, PALIM, PLoMy, k1) = dz dz m d’r .7'—,(,’00("2, e aLzMz(rZ)]:K,oo(rZ, 2)
—00 —00 K K’

x / Py B - a2, (17)
ri<r

These functions can be represented as the product of radial and angular integrals, see Appendix A. While the angular integrals
can be easily calculated using Racah algebra [23,24], the radial counterparts require more attention.
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FIG. 2. Subtraction of the divergent free-loop contribution from
the full Delbriick scattering Feynman diagram.

III. EVALUATION OF THE DELBRUCK AMPLITUDE
A. Divergence

In the previous section we obtained expressions for the
scattering amplitude represented by the Feynman diagram in
Fig. 1. These expressions cannot be directly used for a numeri-
cal evaluation since the integration over the intermediate-state
energies is divergent in the ultraviolet region. In order to elimi-
nate this divergency, it is convenient to consider the expansion
of the electron propagators in the vacuum-polarization loop
in terms of interactions with the binding nuclear field, i.e.,
in powers of the coupling constant («Z). The first term of
the expansion contains only the free electron propagators
and does not contribute to the Delbriick scattering, since it
does not involve the nucleus. This Z-independent term is
conveniently eliminated by subtracting the Z = 0 contribution
before integrations, see Fig. 2. Similar methods have been
used many times in the past for Delbriick scattering [17,18]
and for the nonperturbative—to all orders in «Z—calculation
of the vacuum-polarization diagram, e.g., Refs. [25-29].

The second term of the potential expansion of the vacuum-
polarization loop is linear in Z. This term (as well as all
other odd-Z contributions) vanishes due to Furry’s theorem.
However, such terms are present in the integrand and may
lead to spurious contributions. We eliminate such terms by
expressing the integrand to be symmetrical with respect to
Z— —Z.

The higher-order terms of the potential expansion con-
tain two or more interactions with the nuclear binding field;
they are ultraviolet finite. However, it is known [25,30] that
the vacuum-polarization loop with four vertices might in-
duce spurious gauge-noninvariant contributions. In the present
work we use the demonstration of Refs. [28,31] that for a
finite energy transferred through the loop, the spurious terms
vanish when the partial-wave summation is performed after
all integrations. This prescription corresponds to our scheme
of calculations, so we conclude that no spurious terms arise in
our approach.

B. Energy integration

After extracting the free-loop contribution from the Del-
briick scattering diagram, we have to numerically calculate
the remaining part of the amplitude. As seen from Eq. (15),

Im(2")

FIG. 3. Schematic depiction of the singularities (black crosses),
branch cuts (black zig zag lines), and infinitesimal shift of the poles
from the real axis 8. The red line shows the closed integral over 7z’ in
K;;, which vanishes due to Cauchy’s integral formula.

this requires the evaluation of the functions /; and >, which
contain the integration over the energies z and z'. The inte-
gration over z can be performed trivially owing to the Dirac
8 function §(w + z — 7) that gives z = 7 — w. The remain-
ing integration over 7z’ has to be performed numerically. The
stability of this numerical integration can be improved by sub-
stituting 7' — 7' + ¢, thus making the integrand symmetric
with respect to the origin. This symmetry results in the inte-
grand being invariant to charge inversion Z — —Z, meaning
that all contributions proportional to odd powers of Z vanish
before the integration over z'. The odd-Z contributions being
canceled out makes the calculation more stable. The resulting
integrand is analytical in the entire complex plane, except
for the branch cuts starting at 7/ = £1 + % and 7’ = £1 — ¢
as well as the poles at 7 = (A" +m)/\/y> + X +m)* + §
and 7' = (A +m)/\/y2+ (A +m? -5, m=0,1,2, .., see
Fig. 3. Since these poles are located infinitely close to the real
axis, § — 0, the energy integration in the interval (—oo, 00)
might be troublesome. To avoid this, let us first assume
that the photon energy is under the pair creation threshold,
w/2 < 1 — ey, where e is the ionization energy of the ls
Dirac state. In this case the analytical structure of the inte-
grand is shown in Fig. 3, and we can perform the well-known
Wick rotation of the integration contour

[} ico
/ d7 — d7, (18)
—00 —100

in which we turn the integration path to the imaginary axis.
By using Cauchy’s integral formula, it can be shown that
the integral along the rotated contour is equivalent to the
original integral along the real axis. The integration contour
as displayed in Fig. 3 allows us to perform the integral over 7z’
in a stable and controlled way.
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C. Radial integration

Having discussed the energy integration of the functions
(16) and (17), we are ready now to address the remaining
angular and radial integrals. As mentioned in Sec. IID, the
angular integrals can be easily calculated analytically using
Racah algebra while their radial counterparts are more com-
plicated. In Appendix A, we show that the main building
blocks for the radial part are the integrals,

JZ k' o, Ly, Ly, k, p1, p2, P3, P4)

_ TO.— I =)
T+ 2001 +21)

o0 dr1 ’ .
X — W, o 5,2 ) jr (0r)W,  n ;, (2cry)
o N 2’ ?

" dr .
x / r—sz,Jr%zw(Zcrz)JLz(a)rz)MH:%Achz), (19)
0 2
|

JZ k' o, Ly, Ly, k, p1, p2, p3, P4)

where L, and L, are the multiplicities of the incoming and
outgoing photon, «’ and « are the Dirac quantum numbers
of the electron and positron propagators, and py, ..., ps are
parameters that can take the values +1 or —1. The calculation
of these integrals is a computationally demanding task. One
of the main reasons for this is the fact that the integrand
is a strongly oscillating function. Moreover, owing to the
properties of the Whittaker functions, the amplitude of this
oscillation decreases polynomially and not exponentially with
the radial coordinate r;. Hence, to achieve a good convergence
of the results, the numerical calculation has to be performed
with many integration points and within a large interval,
leading to long computation times. In order to overcome
this difficulty, we apply an approach in which the numerical
integration runs from r; = 0 to some arbitrary parameter a,
while the remaining integration from r; = a to infinity is done
analytically:

r(—v)L( =) “dr .. " dr, ..
_ _Wu/+”7',w(20 r)jr, (wr )Wv+p727,\(26r1) V—MU,M%N(ZC r2)jL,(@r)M,  n ; (2cr2)
0 () 2 2

(142001 +21) )

®dr L “ dr,
+ — W, n Q) jr (0r)W,  n , (2cry) —
a T z ? 0o N

Numerical integration

Mv/+1)73‘)\/(26/r2)jL2 (wrz)MHPTy,\(ZCVz)

Analytical integration

*® dr . " dry
+/ _WV/+Q’A/(2C/r1)]LI(wr1)Wv+Q’k(2cr1)/ —
a ri 2 2 a r

Numerical integration

MU,+n23’A,(Zc/rz)jbz(wrz)MWp;’A(Zcrz):|. (20)

Analytical integration

Such an approach is possible due to the well-known
asymptotic expansions of the Whittaker functions for large
arguments:

Mg p(2) ~ %e*z‘“ éuM(s, o, Bz
CA+26)  tea(i4p-a)ria
FrG+B+a)
X i'ﬁM(s, a, B)(=2)", (21a)
r
Wap(2) ~ €22 iuw(& o, B)(=2)", (21b)
pry
where
(s, py = P F “);!(% UL LI
(s, o, B) = (G+5 _a);!(% —# _a)f, (22b)
wn (s, py = LFEZ “);!(% il R

(

and (x), is the Pochhammer symbol. Moreover, we use the
exact expansion of the spherical Bessel function, which reads

L
. (L+m) o e
BO= 2t
X [(_1)L+l—meix _{_e—i)(], (23)

see Ref. [32]. We choose a and a’ in Eq. (20) large enough
so that the asymptotic expansion of the Whittaker functions
above converges fast. By inserting the expressions (21)—(23)
into the third and fourth line of Eq. (20), we can perform
the analytical integration up to all orders in the asymptotic
expansions, see Appendix B.

D. Computational details

We have discussed above the method for the calculation
of Delbriick scattering amplitudes. However, the practical im-
plementation of this method still comes with some difficulties
that need to be addressed in order to keep the numerical un-
certainties under control. The main source of numerical error
comes from the summation over the multipole components
k', Kk, Ly, and L,. It can be easily seen that for fixed «” and «,
the sum over the photon multipole components L; and L, is
bound by the properties of the angular integrals. In practice,
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it is usually not necessary to carry out the summation over all
nonvanishing multipoles because for most scattering angles, a
satisfactory convergence is reached earlier. In contrast to the
summation over L; and L,, the sum over " and « is infinite
and converges very slowly. In order to accelerate this conver-
gence, we utilize a trick that is based on the fact that the full
Delbriick amplitude vanishes for zero photon energy when all
integrations and summations have been carried out. Therefore,
subtracting the amplitude for w = 0 does not change the final
result. However, we found that subtracting this amplitude be-
fore carrying out the summation over «’ and « vastly increases
the convergence and we can reduce the number of needed
multipoles significantly by using this trick. The number of
combinations of «’ and « that need to be calculated can be fur-
ther minimized by using an extrapolation technique. The ap-
plication of this technique requires us to first write the sum as

ZXK,K’ = Z XIK\,\K’l = ZY\K\a (24)

lic, 1’| lic|

where we have introduced

X\K\,l/c’l = Z Z XK,K’ (25)

sign(x) sign(x”’)
and
lic]

Y=Y Kt + Xieeet) = Xiel el (26)

I'|=1

We see from Eq. (24) that the summation over x” and « has
been written as a sum over a single parameter |«|. We now
evaluate the sum over Y},| up to some maximum value |« |max
and estimate the tail of the expansion using least-squares
inverse polynomial fitting. Utilizing this method, we achieve a
relative accuracy of less than 1% for scattering angles 6 > 30°
and less than 3% for 6 < 30° by summing up to |k |yax = 40
for all calculations shown in the next section.

In contrast to the multipole expansions discussed above,
the other parts of the calculations do not introduce such large
uncertainties into the results. However, to keep the respective
errors small, some further numerical tricks are required. For
example, both the evaluation of the complex Whittaker func-
tions in Eq. (19) and the analytical solution of the asymptotic
integrals in Eq. (20) suffer from severe numerical cancela-
tions as well as over- and underflow problems. Furthermore,
the subtraction of the free-loop contribution in Fig. 2 can
also cancel up to nine digits of accuracy. Hence performing
calculations with double-precision arithmetics could lead to
the loss of all significant digits. To solve the numerical is-
sues described above, we use arbitrary precision ball-point
arithmetics, as implemented by Johansson [33], in our entire
integration routine to get a high precision and rigorous error
bounds for the integrals. The working precision is chosen
large enough so that rounding errors are negligible for our
calculations.

In addition to the cancelation problems, another source of
numerical uncertainty originates from the integration over ry,
ry, and 7' in Egs. (16) and (17). This uncertainty is mainly
caused by the numerical integration itself, which we perform
using Gauss-Legendre quadrature [34], and the summation
over the asymptotic expansion of the Whittaker functions
(21), which has to be terminated at some summation index s.

In all calculations shown in this work, we choose the number
of integration points and the number of terms in the summa-
tion over s large enough so that the relative numerical error
in the final amplitude is smaller than 1079 and, therefore, also
negligible. In order to avoid the introduction of any additional
error by truncating the integral over 7/, which goes up to
infinity, see Sec. III B, we split the integral in each half of
the complex plane into two parts. First we integrate from
zero to some arbitrary parameter A, and then we integrate the
remaining part up to infinity by mapping it to the interval [0,1]
through the change of variable 7/ = A/t.

To be able to run our calculations in a reasonable time
frame, the evaluation of the radial integrals for different
7' is done in parallel on the PTB high-performance clus-
ter. A typical calculation runs on 72 threads simultaneously,
which vastly increases the performance and reduces the to-
tal computing time to a approximately two days for a full
set of amplitudes, including all scattering angles and photon
polarizations.

IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In the previous sections we have established the theoretical
framework to calculate amplitudes for Delbriick scattering.
Moreover, we have discussed an efficient method to evalu-
ate the multidimensional integrals that are involved in this
calculation. In what follows we show the viability of our
method by presenting numerical results. In Fig. 4 we display
the Delbriick scattering amplitude (15) for the collision of
photons with energies £ = 0.2 mec? (102.2keV) and E =
0.5 mc? (255.5 keV) with bare neon and lead nuclei. For
each scenario we investigate the scattering in which the pho-
ton helicity is either flipped, Ay # X,, or unchanged, A; = A,.
The corresponding amplitudes are conveniently referred to as
nonhelicity flip and helicity flip amplitudes and are denoted
as M, =M__ and My_ = M_,. The fact that out of four
amplitudes only two are independent is well known and can
be explained by symmetry reasons [5]. We compare our nu-
merical results with the lowest-order Born approximation as
given by Refs. [7,10]. Following the convention of Falkenberg
and co-workers [10], we present our results in units (Z)ry,
where ro = 2.818 fm is the classical electron radius.

We compare our results with the predictions of the lowest-
order Born approximation for a neon target. The Born
approximation can be obtained from an «Z expansion of
the Feynman diagram in Fig. 1 and neglecting all terms of
higher order than (aZ)?>. As seen from the left column of
the figure, the Born and our rigorous results agree very well,
as can be expected for the low-Z regime. Moreover, as seen
from the right column, the normalized amplitudes are almost
unchanged for the high-Z regime, and the higher-order cor-
rections mainly lead to a slight enhancement of the absolute
value of the scattering amplitude in the order of a few percent.
By comparing the upper and lower panels of the figure, we can
observe, moreover, the well-known w? low-energy scaling of
the Delbriick amplitude [7].

To get more insight into the higher-order (beyond (aZ)?)
corrections to the Delbriick amplitude, we display in Fig. 5
the difference between the rigorous and Born amplitude,
AM;, 5, = My, 2, — MBom., .2, again for the collision of
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FIG. 4. Amplitudes for Delbriick scattering (15) in collisions of photons with energies E = 0.2 m,c? (102.2 keV) (upper panels) and
E = 0.5 m.c? (255.5 keV) (lower panels) with bare neon (left panels) and lead (right panels) nuclei in units («Z)?ry, where ry = 2.818 fm is
the classical electron radius. Calculations have been performed for the nonhelicity flip amplitude M, = M__ (black solid line) as well as the
helicity flip amplitude M. = M_, (red dashed line). Moreover, we show the lowest-order Born approximation (crosses) as given by Ref. [7]

(upper panel) and [10] (lower panel).
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FIG. 5. Coulomb corrections AM,, , = M, 5, — Mgom,, 2,
to the Delbriick amplitude (15) in collisions of photons
with energies E = 0.2 m.c? (102.2keV) (upper panel) and
E = 0.5 m,c? (255.5keV) (lower panel) with bare lead nuclei in
units (aZ)>ry, where ry = 2.818 fm is the classical electron radius.
Calculations have been performed for the nonhelicity flip amplitude
AM,, = AM__ (black solid line) as well as the helicity flip
amplitude AM,_ = AM_ (red dashed line).

photons with energies E = 0.2 m,c? (102.2keV) and E =
0.5 mec? (255.5 keV) with bare lead nuclei. As seen from the
figure, this difference, which can be attributed to the Coulomb
corrections, shows a similar behavior as the full amplitude
where the nonhelicity flip contribution has its maximum in
the forward direction and monotonously decreases to zero for
backward scattering, while for the helicity flip part it is the
other way around.

V. SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK

In conclusion, we presented a theoretical method to cal-
culate amplitudes for Delbriick scattering which accounts for
the interaction of the virtual electron-positron pairs with the
nucleus up to all orders. A special emphasis was put on the
practical evaluation of the multidimensional integrals that are
involved in this calculation. In particular, we found an ana-
lytical solution of the radial integrals up to all orders in the
asymptotic expansions of the involved special functions. By
using a combination of numerical and analytical integration
methods, we were able to improve the numerical stability of
our calculations significantly and compute Delbriick ampli-
tudes in a well-controlled way. In order to illustrate the use
of our proposed method, we have performed calculations of
relatively low-energy photons colliding with bare neon and
lead ions. As expected, the results of these calculations have
been found to be in very good agreement with the lowest-order
Born approximation. Our results suggest that the Coulomb
corrections lead to an enhancement of the absolute value of the
scattering amplitude of about a few percent for all scattering
angles and relatively low energies.
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While higher-order corrections are relatively small for the
parameter regime studied in this work, it is well known, both
from theoretical analysis [35] and experiments [36], that these
effects are much larger above the pair production threshold.
The method developed in this work can be applied to these
energies with a few modifications to the integration path and
some more optimizations to decrease the computation time. A
study of Delbriick scattering above the pair production thresh-
old is currently under development and will be published in a
future work.
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APPENDIX A: EVALUATION OF THE FUNCTIONS I; AND I,

In this section we want to express the integrals in Eqgs. (16) and (17) in terms of their radial and angular parts. We start by

rewriting the functions /; and I, as

L"), o, PLiMy, P,LyM>, k) = / d7 /

Sw+z—17)
wK(z)wK (@)

iy .
d*ry Flf (r1. e -all) (r))F) o (r1.2)

*
x [ / d*ry Fl (2, ) e - a;”az(rz)F"o(rz,z)*}

IR

8(w +z—172)
wk(z)wk @)

&’ Fk’f’oo(rl, D -a't) (r)F!

LM, oo(rlv Z)

X Ji(w, 2 k'), PLyMy, zk e, 1), (Al)

and

o0 o0
L', o, LM, P,L,M>, k) = / dz f
—00 —o0

Sw+z—17)
Wy (Z)wk’(z/)

*
, » _
|:/ d’ry El (ra, Ya-a 2}\)42 (r)F} o (r2, Z)Ti|

x / Pry By - a, rOF (. 2)

=[]

8(w +z—-17)
wK(Z)wK (z)

*
, » .
|:/ d*ry Bl (2. 2) - al) (r)Fl' (ra, Z)T:|

x J(w, Z'k'w', PLLIM,, zk @, 12). (A2)

To compute the involved integrals efficiently, we have to evaluate these expressions further. Let us start by writing J; as

B K W, o, LMy, 2k, 1) =i / &ry [F) o(r, 2 (X)) (02)0 - al) ()2 (ra, 2) 1 (2)
r<ry
F2 o(ra. 2 (x) #2)0 - @), (r)FL o(r2, ) x (7). (A3)
Using the definition of the multipole fields (3) and the fact that
0Ty =y (LM—p)1pul] MYy p(o-&,)=IY.®0ln (A4)
y

(see [37]), we can further evaluate J; and obtain for the magnetic (P = 0) transition

LKk W o, P, =0,L,M,, zkp, 1) =i(K(Z, k', 0, Ly, 2,6, 1)) (6" WY 1, @ 01,m, | — k1)
- KZ(Z/, K/v , L2a Z, K, rl)*<_K/M/|[YL2 & a]LzMz |IC,bL>), (AS)

and for the electric (P = 1) transition

L, +1
2L, +

L@k W, 0, P, =1, LMy, zkpn, 1) =i

o
—Kz(Z,K,a),Lg—

(Kl(Z k' o, Ly — 1,z 6, r)* (' WY ,—1 ® 0l | — k1)

Loz, r) (=" WY -1 @ 0l,m, | 14)

. L,
- ‘,2L2+1(KI(Z k' o, Ly+ 1,z 6, 1) (K WY 1,41 ® 0l | — k)

- K2(Z/1 K/v , L2 + 1! 3, Kk, T )*<_K/M/|[YL2+1 ® 6]L2M2|KM>)' (A6)
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Here we have introduced the radial integrals

Kok o, L2,k 1) = / dr PE) o &) jn(@r)F2o(r 2.

0
r (A7)
K& k' o, L z,k, 1) = / dr r2FK2,’0(r, z’)jL(wr)FK{O(r, 2).
o ,
Now we can insert J; back into Eq. (16) and by again using Egs. (3) and (A4), we finally obtain
L', 0, Py =0,LiMy, P, =0, LaM), k) =& (0, LiLiMy, LyLyMy, i, k' 1),
’o7 _ _ _ L1 + 1 ’oor
11(/( M, w, P1 = 1, L1M1, P2 = 0, L2M2, K,bL) = 5L T 1 {(a), Ll, L1 — l, Ml, L2L2M2, KL, K L )
1
L
Ry C(w Li,Ly+ 1, My, LLyMs, ke, k' 1),
1+
7o _ _ L+ 1 ’o
Lk'w,w, P =0,LiM, P, =1,1[,M, kp) = .+ 14(60, LiLiMy, Ly, Ly — 1, My, ke, k')
2
- b E(w LiLy, M\, Ly, Ly + 1, My, ku, k' 1)
9 9 9 9 9 b (AS)

L' P =1,LiM,P,=1,0,M, k) = 1+ 1 1@‘( Li,Li — 1,My, Ly, Lo — 1, M5, k0, ' 1)
KW, o, s s s , K w, Ly, s , Ly, , , s

L] C(w, LiLy + 1, My, Ly, Ly — 1, Ms, k., ' 1)
2L1+1 2L2+1 s L4 9 1, L2, L2 ) 2, KL, 12

Li+1
_ JLiLy — 1, My, Ly, Ly + 1, My, i, '
\/2L1+ \/2L2+1§(0) 1Ly 1Ly, Ly + 2, K, k')

LL 1,My, L, L 1, M;, >
\/2L1+1\/2L2+1§(w 1Ly + 1, Lo, Ly + 2k, k'),

where we have introduced the function

c(k'w, o, WLiMy, BhLoMy, k) =Ky (k' o, Ly, Ly, ) W' |[Y 1, @ 0y, | — i) ' (1Y 1, @ 0] pna, | — )"
— Ko (k", o, Ly, Ly, k) (=" 1/ [[Y 1, @ 01y, 1) (k"1 1Y 1, @ 0y, | — k)™
— [Kia(k', @, Ly, Ly, i) (k"1 [[Y 1, @ 61y, | — ke ) (=" 1/ |[Y 1, @ 01 pna, lic )
— Kn(k', o, Ly, Ly, k) (=" 1/ [[Y L, @ 01y, Ik ) (='W |[¥ 1, ® 61pan, )], (A9)

as well as the radial integrals

8(a)+z—z) .
Kii(k', o, Ln,Lz,K)—/ d7 / e @) drn FF) oo (r1, 2)jr (@r)EE o (11, 2)

x Ki(Z k', 0, Ly, 2, K, 11), (A10)

S(w+z—7
Ki(k', o, Ll,Lz,K)—/ dz / Motz-z) d"l rF, (rl,Z)JLl(wrl)FKI,oo(rl,Z)
wK(Z)wK ()

x Ki(Z, k' o, Ly, 2, k,11).
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For I, the derivation is very similar and we must simply replace the function ¢ by

C('w, o, WLiMy, BLoMs, k) =Ky (k' o, Ly, Ly, i) 1Y L, @ 61y, | — k) (k' 1/ |[Y 1, ® 01pma, | — k)™

— KiK', 0, Ly, Ly, ){—k"W|[Y 1, ® 0sm, lic ) (k"1 |[Y 1, ® 011, | — k)"

— [Ka1 (", @, Ly, Ly, ) (" 1 |[Y 1, @ 01y, | — ki) (=K' |[Y 1, ® 0o, lic )

— K (', 0, Ly, Ly, k) (=" WY 1, ® 61ya, e pt) (=’ WY 1, ® Gl ien) ] (A1)
in Eq. (A8) to obtain the analogous expression for I,. Therefore we have reduced the problem to the calculation of the angular
integrals («'w'|[Yr, ® olj,m, |k 1), which are well known and can be easily calculated analytically [23,24], and the calculation
of the radial integrals K;;, which are much more complicated.

To further evaluate Eq. (A10), we have to insert the explicit form of the radial Green’s function (13). Then we expand the four

factors of the integrand, which each contain the sum of two Whittaker functions, to obtain 16 terms consisting of the product of
four Whittaker functions each. For example, for K;; we obtain

+ioo 1+(Z+35)/1-(@-%)y1+E@+3)y1-(Z—%
KH(K,’w’LI’LM):/ dZ,J C+9)1- -1+ +9)1-(-%)

ico 16c2c2

x[Z(Z, k" 0, L, Ly, k, =1, —1,—1,-1) = Z(z', k', 0, Li, Ly, k, =1, =1, +1, —1)
+Z(Z, k' o, Ly, Ly, i, —1,—1,—1,+1) = Z(Z, k', 0w, Ly, Ly, &, —1, —1, +1, +1)
+ I k' w, Ly, Ly, k, +1, -1, -1, -1) = Z(z, k', w, L, Ly, k, +1, =1, +1, —1)
+Z(Z, k' o, Ly, Ly, ke, +1, =1, =1, +1) = Z(Z, &', 0, Ly, Ly, &, +1, —1, +1, +1)
- T ko, Ly, Ly ke, —1,+1, -1, —1) = Z(Z, k', w, L1, Lo, k, —1, +1, +1, —1)
+Z(Z, k' o, Ly, Ly, i, —1,+1, =1, +1) = Z(Z', &', w, Ly, Ly, &, —1, +1, +1, +1))
— T ko, Ly, Ly, ke, +1,+1, =1, —1) = Z(Z, k', w, L1, Ly, &, +1, +1, +1, —1)

+I(Z/a K,7 , L17 L25 K, +15 +17 _17 +1) - I(Zla Kl, w, Ll5 L27 K, +17 +17 +19 +1))]5 (Alz)
where
I k', 0, L1, Lo, ke, pi, pa, p3, pa) = Cp,C,, €, G T (2 i, @, Ly, Lo, i, pi,s pas 3, Pa) (A13)
and
Ci=c+L co=1c,=+% ¢, =1,
¢ y ¢ y (Al4)
Cao=r—v, Ch=x—=,C =NV, C,=«-=,
c c
as well as
FrA—v) LWV =V) [*®dn .
;o — i / )
J@, k' o, Ly, Ly, k, p1, p2, P3, Pa) = T r AT 20 b Wysn 3 2e'r) ju, (@r)W, i 5 (2cry) Al

" dl’z .
X / r—MV,+p73,A,(2c/r1)]Lz(wrl)Mw%’,\(Zcrl).
0o

Here in Eq. (A12), we have already performed the integration over z as discussed in Sec. IIl B. We can write the other integrals
K>, K>1, and Ky, very similarly, where the K;; only differ by the signs between the individual terms in Eq. (A12) and the
prefactor. Therefore the problem is finally reduced to the evaluation of the integral 7 (x’, w, Ly, Ly, k, Z’, p1, p2, 3, pa) for all
16 possible combinations of py, p2, p3, ps = 1.

APPENDIX B: ANALYTICAL SOLUTION OF THE RADIAL INTEGRALS

In this section we derive the analytical solution of the radial integrals in Eq. (20). We first insert the asymptotic expansion
of the Whittaker functions (21) and of the spherical Bessel function (23) into the third and fourth line of Eq. (20). We omit the
second term in the asymptotic expansion of M, ;(z) since it is smaller by a factor e* which is around 500 orders of magnitude
for typical values of @ and @’ used in our calculation. However, since this term has the same form as the first one, including it is
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completely analogous to the following derivation. We obtain for the integral

©dr " dr .
/ r—]WV,+n71’N(20’r1 )L, (wr))W, ot 12 A(20r1)|:C + / ’”—2MV,+%3.’,\,(ZC/rz)]L,z (a)rz)MU+n24’k(2cr2):|
a 1 a 2

*d o )
- Z i (spy v’ + 2L 5 k)Mw(Sw,er > )/ EL e+ ey 12y (wry)2ery)

r
sy sw=0

, (1 4+ 200 + 22 >
x (=2c'r) W (=2cr )~V |:C+ + 2011 +24) Z uM<s,’l,,,v’+ &,N)

F+a—v—2)r(+r—v-=2) 2

SyroSm=0

nd , , ,
x uM<sM,v+%,x) f E2 pHete )r2(2C/i’2)Vp3/2jL2(wrz)(26r2)Vp4/2(2C/"2)SM(20F2)SMj|
a N

/ T(1 4 20T (1 4+ 20)(2c" )~V =P3/2(2¢)—v—P4/2
=(2c’)”+"1/2(2c)”+f’2/2{1x [c_ ( +20)lA +22)2c) (2¢) XH}

FEh—v - (e —v -5

T(1 + 22)0(1 4 20/)(2¢ )V ~P3/2(2c) =Pl IH} B
FA+r—v—2)rd+x—v-52)
where

* 00

2 (—2c/>‘SWuw(%wv’+%*)chrmuw(sw,ﬁ%f)/ dry e R RPN o),
Sy »sw=0 a

o0

Z (25’)7s1,qu (S;\/I’ + % A )(ZC)SMMM(SM, v+ %, )\) |:/dr2 eTeten 2—1 V' —v—(p3+p4)/2—sy— AMJ (a)rz):| ’
ShyoSu=0 r=a

o]

m= > (—2c')f’ww<sw,v +7 x/)( 2¢)” SWuW<sW,v+ 5 )(26/)S;‘4uM<s;l,,, v’—i—%,k/)

o o, o/ ¢
Sy oW Sy -S =0

00
X (2C)*SMMM <5Ma v+ %, )\.> / dri e —(c+c’ )r1 —1+v +v+(p1+pa)/2—sy— SW] (wry)
a

9

% |:de2 e+(c+c s 2—1 V' —v—(p3+pa)/2—sy— 3MJ (a)rz):|

r=ri

(B2)

and
dr2
C= —MV+P% N(Zc rz)]Lz(a)rg)M‘hLm }L(Zcrg) (B3)

Analytical solution for » # 0
To evaluate these integrals for w # 0, we use the exact expansion of the spherical Bessel function (23) and obtain for the

integral over r,

L,

|
/drz e+(c+c)r2r2—l V' —v—(p3+ps)/2— ?M YM] ((,()}"2) Z (Z/Z+m2) l.L2+17m2(2(1))7m271[(_1)L2+17m2N++N_], (B4)

Ly — )]
o M2l (L — my)!

where

Ny = / iy ¢ EI =2 s 21 2l
- 2

(_C —c ¥ iw)2+v+v’+(p3+p4)/2+mz+s,’w+sM ) ) ) .
C(=1 =V —v—(p3+p4)/2 —my — sy — sy, —(c + " Liw)ry)

c+cd tiw

N Z Q+Vv+v+ P3/2+ pa/2 +my + SM + sM)sG 72 V' —v—(p3+ps)/2—mr—s),—su—sG (c+c iw)r; (B5)
(c + ¢ £iw)sat! &

SG =0

022804-11



J. SOMMERFELDT et al. PHYSICAL REVIEW A 105, 022804 (2022)

Here, in the last step, we have replaced the incomplete I" function by its full asymptotic expansion,

Ma,2)=2"e?) @ (B6)
s=0
where
ug(s, a) = (=1)’(1 — a;. (B7)

If we set r, = d’ in Eq. (B5), we can easily calculate II in Eq. (B2). To evaluate III, we have to set r, = r; and integrate over
r.

o0
_ , _ _ _ _ 2 —
f dr] e (c+c')n 1]+V +v+(p1+p2)/2— 3W 5WJ (wrl)[fer eJr(L‘JrL‘ )y 21 V' —v—(p3+ps)/ AM AMJ z(wrz)}
a

r=r
Ly
= Z Z (L +m)! (L +mo)! iL1+Lz+2*m1*mz(zw)*mlfmz*Z
=0 my— m1!(L1 —ml)!mzl(Lz—mg)!
X [(—1)L1+L2+2_m1_m2N++ + (_1)L1+1—m1N+7 + (_l)L2+l—m21\77+ + N,,], (BS)

where

C+v+v+ (p3+pa)/2+my + SM + SM)YG 2lwr| 74+(p1+pz P3—Pa)/2—m1 —ma—Sy, —Spu—Sly —Sw —SG
Ny = E d r +1 "1
(c+ ' +iw)ss

SG =0

_ Z _ (2 + ])/ +v+ (p3 + P4)/2 + ny + S;l/l + SM)XG (_21'0))4*(P1+P2*P3*P4)/2+ml+m2+5;\4+sM+3€4/+5W+SG
h 2iw(c + ¢’ + iw)set!

SG =0

X T(=3 4 (p1+p2— p3— pa)/2 —my —my — Sy, — Sy — Sy — Sw — Sg, —2iwa),

Z/ dr, 2+ +v+(ps +p4)/2+m2+sM+sM)SG o= 2ion *4+(P1+P2 —P3—P4)/2—my —my =Sy —Sy—Sy —Sw —SG

(c + ¢ —iw)set!
Y(,—O

_ Z Q+v' +v+(p3+pa)/2 4+ m+ sy + sm)se (Qico )y (PP Ps=PO) 2ttty sl w5

2iw(c + ¢’ — iw)set!
SG=0

X T(=3 4 (p1 + p2— p3 — pa)/2 —my —my — Sy, — sy — sy — sw — 56, +2iwa),

Z / dr Q2+ Vv +v+(ps+pa)/2+m+ sy + Suds, —4+(P1+P2 P3—Da)/2—my—my—Sy —Sy—Sy —Sw —SG
r

— sg+1
= (c+c —iw)

. Z Q+V+v+(p3+pa)/2+my + sy, + sM)SGa—3+(p1+pz—p3—p4>/2—m1—mz—S,’W—SM—S’vv—sw—SG
(c+c —iwyst (3 — (p1+ p2— p3 — pa)/2+my +my + s} + sp + s}y + sw +56)

s¢=0
N = Z/ Q+V +v+(p3+pa)/2+my + sy + Su)s, P42y - =SS =iy 5w S
o = (c+ ¢ +iw)yct! "
G
— Z 2+ V 4 v+ (p3 + Pa)/2 + ma + )y 4 sp)spa” PP TPO/2mm sy Sy sy~ s 59)
B 2000 (c+ ' +iw)yot (3 — (p1 4+ pr— p3 — pa)/2 +mi + my + 5y, + s + spy + sw +56)
Finally, we obtain for the integral over r, in I in Eq. (B2):
00 L,
_ _ L !
/ dry e CHOm IO i oy = Y —(| L) S Q)T (1RO, + 0 ], (B1O)
a o Ml Ly —my)!
where
0L = /oodrl e*(CJrC/?iw)rl r_2+",+"+(l’l+l’2)/2—m1—SW—S('V
- 1
a
c+c Fiw 2—v—V' —(p1+p2)/2+mi+sy +sw .
= i) = D=1+ 4+ v+ (p1 +p2)/2 —my — sy — sw, +(c + ¢ Fiw)a)
c+c Fiw
o0
N Z(_l)sc QC—=V —=v—(p1+p2)/2+m + SW + 5w )sg g~ 2 AV HPp2) [ 2—mi—siy —sw —sG ,—(c+c Fiwa (B11)

(¢c+ ¢ Fiw)sot!

SG =0

022804-12



CALCULATIONS OF DELBRUCK SCATTERING TO ...

PHYSICAL REVIEW A 105, 022804 (2022)

It can be easily seen from the equations above that the only term that results in a logarithmically divergent energy integral
is the one for pl, p2 = +1, p3, p4 = —1. Since this term is not dependent on Z, it is trivial to show that the subtraction of the

free-loop diagram cancels the divergence.
Analytical solution for ® = 0

For w = 0, the spherical Bessel function reduces to j.(0) = ;¢ and, hence, the integration is much easier. We obtain for the

integral over ry,

Yy — 1=V —v— 28\, —Su -
/drg eHete )rzr2 V' —v—(p3+pa)/2—sy, YM]Lz(O)

(—c— ¢ )1+v+v’+(P3 +pa) /24y +su

c+c

L(—v' —v—(p3+ps)/2 — sy — su, —(c+ )

(B12)

oo
— 81,0 Z (1 +V 4+ v+ p3/24 pa/2+ sy + Sm)sg IV V(PP 28— S6 (e

(C + C/)SG+1

2

Here, again, in the last step we have replaced the incomplete I" function by its full asymptotic expansion. As before, if we set
r; = d’ in Eq. (B12), we can easily calculate II in Eq. (B2). To evaluate III, we have to set r, = r; and integrate over ry:

o0
ety 1V 28y —sw P R 2 =5
/ dri e (c+c )rlr1 +V' Hv+(pr+p2)/2—sy SWJL] (O)|:/dr2 e+(£+£ )rzr2 V' —v—(p3+p4)/2—s)y YM]LZ(O):|
a

o0
(I +V"+ v+ p3/2+ pa/2 + s)y + Su)s,
=5L,,05L2,OZ 2 . MM

\sg+1
=6 (c+ )

rn=r

00
/ dr1 rl—2+([7|+[72—[’3—[74)/2—s(4/ —Sw — Sy —SM—SG
a

a1 FPi+p2—p3—pa)/2—sly —sw —siy—su—s6

o (1 +V' 4+ v+ p3/2+ pa/2 + 5y + su)s
=_8L1,08L2,OZ s ! M M s

/

= (c + ¢’)set! —14+(p1+p2—p3—pa)/2 — sy — sw — Sy SM—SG
(B13)
Finally, we obtain for the integral over r; in I in Eq. (B2):
foodrl e—(c+c’)r1 r1—1+v/+V+(P1+pz)/2—S{V—SW jL, 0)
a
(c+ C/)lfva/*(Pl+P2)/2+S{A/+SW
=485,0 o L 4+ v+ (p1+ p2)/2 — sy —sw, +(c + )a)
[0¢]
1—v —v— 2+ ! , , ,
— 81,0 Z(—I)SG ¢ EICJI—F—FC’I;?L Sy e a1V HVE@IEP2) /2= sy —sw =56 g (cHcDa (B14)
S(;=0
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