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An earlier work of Dolmatov et al. [Phys. Rev. A 73, 013201 (2006)] on Ne inside a charged fullerene
(Ne@Cq=−3,−5

60 ) has revealed the presence of two unusually large confinement resonances termed Coulomb
confinement resonances (CCRs); the first CCR is narrow and the second one is broad and their origins are
attributed to the presence of charge on the fullerene surface. The present work extends this study to other
subshells and also to other systems such as Ar@Cq

60 and Xe@Cq
60 using relativistic random phase approximation,

but with an aim to investigate the genesis of the CCRs. Further, a detailed analysis of these resonances within
a single active electron approximation unearths an interesting difference associated with the origin of these two
CCRs. The photoionized electron is temporally trapped in the C60 confinement well for the case of narrow
resonance and in the atomic well region for the case of broad resonance. Also, the present work shows that the
broad resonance can occur even for the case of q = 0 and is demonstrated for Xe@Cq

60 as a test case.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevA.102.062826

I. INTRODUCTION

The spectroscopic information of endohedral systems
such as an atom encapsulated inside fullerene C60 (A@C60,
A = atom) contributes very useful data to our fundamental
understanding and also to practical applications. From a fun-
damental point of view, such confined atomic systems provide
deeper insights into the nature of electron correlations and
relativistic interactions and offer new avenues to test various
many-body theories. On the practical fronts, they hold the
prospect of exciting applications in quantum computing [1],
superconductivity of materials [2], biomedical fields [3], pho-
tovoltaic devices [4], etc. Organometallic molecules based on
C60 are proposed as hydrogen (H) storage materials for fuel
cells in electric vehicles [5]. The presence of endohedral sys-
tems with noble atoms inside in extraterrestrial environments
points out their relevance in astrophysics [6].

Many intriguing phenomena are associated with the pho-
toionization of confined atomic systems. To date, a myriad of
theoretical works unraveling different aspects of photoioniza-
tion of endohedral fullerenes have been reported [7–20]. The
photoionization spectrum of atom inside fullerene is domi-
nated by the ubiquitous confinement oscillations which induce
dramatic differences to the ionization spectra compared to
the corresponding spectra from the free atom. These con-
finement oscillations encode geometrical information about
the endohedral environment [21]. They are very sensitive
to the correlations and relativistic effects in the atom. The
presence of confinement oscillations engenders spin-orbit in-
teraction activated interchannel coupling (SOIAIC) structures
and makes its appearance a regular feature in confined systems
more than in free atoms [22–24]. Photoionization studies of
these resonances, therefore, provide important impetus to our
fundamental understanding and enable different ways to con-
trol the light-matter interactions. Note that the confinement

oscillations aka confinement resonances are present in
e-A@C60 scattering processes [25,26] as well. A series of
experiments were also done at Berkeley advanced light source
using merged beam techniques [27–29]. Since the experimen-
tal studies on endohedral systems are in a nascent stage, it is
important to investigate different features of the photoioniza-
tion spectrum through theoretical studies. These explorations
will enable us to distinguish features of the photoionization
spectrum that originate from the atom or fullerene and that
result from the interference of atomic and fullerene electrons.

There are, in general, three kinds of confinement reso-
nances seen in the photoionization dynamics of such systems:
(i) ordinary confinement resonances (OCRs) [16] which are
due to the interference of the outgoing photoelectron wave
with the scattered photoelectron from the confining well; (ii)
Coulomb confinement resonances (CCRs) [30,31] that arise
because of the interference between the outgoing photoelec-
tron wave with that of the reflected waves from the Coulomb
barrier and from the C60 shell; ( iii) resurrected confinement
resonances [13,32] due to interchannel coupling.

The present work is essentially motivated by the earlier
work of Dolmatov et al. [30], who reported the presence
of CCR in the 1s subshell of Ne@Cq

60, where “q” refers to
the charged state of the fullerene. The presence of a charged
fullerene induces CCRs and these resonances dominate the
1s cross section. For q = −3 and q = −5, two CCRs have
been reported in which the first resonance is very narrow and
the second one is relatively broad. A subsequent work [32]
showed the revivification of confinement resonances in the
2p subshell of Ne@Cq=−5

60 at very high energies due to the
presence of 1s CCR. Wigner time delay studies on Ne@Cq=−5

60
have also been reported [13]. The objective of the present
work is twofold: first to see if the CCRs are present in other
subshells and also in other confined atomic systems and fur-
ther to check if they are peculiar to the confinement by C60
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anions alone, and second, to draw the similarities and differ-
ences in the two CCRs in terms of their nature and origin,
which are yet to be understood in detail.

In order to accomplish the aforementioned objectives, pho-
toionization studies of innermost and penultimate subshells
of Ne@Cq

60, Ar@Cq
60, and Xe@Cq

60 have been carried out
using the relativistic random phase approximation (RRPA).
We show that CCR is not just a feature of the 1s cross
section but also appears in the 2s subshell. In addition, the
presence of CCR is also shown for other systems such as
Ar@Cq=−4

60 and Xe@Cq=−3
60 . Moreover, detailed studies have

been undertaken about the origin of these resonances within
single active electron (SAE) approximation using the model
potential employed in Ref. [33], hereafter referred to as the
Tong-Lin potential. Using the probability density of the con-
tinuum wave and the potential seen by the photoelectron, we
find that the origin of the two resonances differs from each
other with regard to the region of resonant trapping. Using
the results of Xe@Cq=0

60 , it is also shown that the charge on
the fullerene is not imperative for the appearance of the broad
resonance.

A brief discussion of the theoretical methodologies used in
the present work is given in Sec. II. Results and discussions
are provided in Sec. III. Finally, in Sec. IV, the summary and
conclusions are provided.

II. METHODOLOGY

The endohedral environment is simulated by adopting the
same model used in the work of Dolmatov et al. [30]. The
atom is placed at the center of the neutral fullerene cage,
which is modeled by a spherically attractive potential (V cage)
with inner radius Rin = 5.8 a.u. and thickness � = 1.9 a.u.

and is given by

V cage(r) =
{−U0, if Rin � r � Rin + �

0, otherwise.
(1)

Here U0 = 0.3021 a.u. which is obtained by fitting with the
experimental data on the size and electron affinity (2.65 eV)
for C60. This model has been successfully applied in a number
of theoretical works to bring out some of the key features
resulting from confinement [7,9,17,34]. Furthermore, for ac-
counting the additional charge, it is assumed that the excess
charge is evenly distributed over the cage surface. It results
in the emergence of additional Coulomb forces which can
be easily obtained by using Gauss’ law and is given by the
following:

V q(r) =
{ q

Rin+�
if 0 < r < Rin + �

q
r otherwise.

(2)

The effective confinement potential is accordingly defined
as Vcq(r) = V cage(r) + V q(r). This potential is added to the
atomic potential to calculate the ground state and continuum
photoelectron wave functions and ground state energies of the
encapsulated atom.

In this work the photoionization cross section is calculated
in two different ways: first by using relativistic random phase
approximation (RRPA) and second by using single active
electron approximation (SAE) with the Tong-Lin potential.

TABLE I. Tong-Lin parameters for Ne, Ar, and Xe [33,41].

Atom a1 a2 a3 a4 a5 a6

Ne 8.069 2.148 −3.570 1.986 0.931 0.602
Ar 16.039 2.007 −25.543 4.525 0.961 0.443
Xe 51.356 2.112 −99.927 3.737 1.644 0.431

The initial state of the atom in RRPA is constructed using
the Dirac-Hartree-Fock (DHF) methodology. A detailed de-
scription of the RRPA methodology can be found elsewhere
[35–37]. It is to be noted that the RRPA can be very effectively
used to study the role of correlation in the form of interchannel
coupling by performing calculations at various levels of cou-
pling of the ionization channels. For Ne@Cq

60 and Ar@Cq
60,

calculations are performed at two different levels by involving
(i) only the two ionization channels (2 ch) from the ns subshell
(n = 1 or 2), (ii) all the subshells which correspond to the
coupling of nine ionization channels (9 ch) for Ne@Cq

60 and
sixteen ionization channels (16 ch) for Ar@Cq

60. For the case
of Xe@Cq

60 the calculations are carried out by coupling the
ionization channels from s subshell only (2 ch).

The primary reason behind the appearance of CCRs is
the presence of the endohedral environment surrounding the
system. A detailed analysis regarding its origin is possible by
carrying out the photoionization calculations in SAE approx-
imation, by which the effect of confinement can be isolated
from correlations. This is to minimize interference effects of
correlation and CCRs so that the genesis of the latter is unam-
biguously identified. The origin of CCRs has been scrutinized
looking at the resonant Coulomb wave function, which is ob-
tained rather easily in the SAE approach. Here, the Tong-Lin
potential is used to model the screening effects of residual
electrons. This method has been employed successfully in
the past in a number of important atomic physics problems
[10,38–40]. In this model [33] the screening effects due to the
residual interaction is simulated by

VT(r) = −Zc + a1e−a2r + a3re−a4r + a5e−a6r

r
. (3)

Here Zc = 1 is the charge seen by the electron asymptoti-
cally. The values of the various parameters (a1 toa6) for Ne,
Ar, and Xe are obtained from literature and are listed in Table I
[33,41].

The radial wave function of ground and continuum states
are calculated by solving the Schrodinger equation in spheri-
cal symmetric coordinates,

d

dr

[
r2 dR(r)

dr

]
= 2r2[Veff − E ]R(r), (4)

where Veff = �(�+1)
2r2 + VT(r) + Vcq(r).

The ground state energies obtained by using the Dirac-
Hartree-Fock method (DHF) and SAE approximation are
given in Table II. For comparison, experimental binding ener-
gies of the free atomic systems are also provided. The energy
values predicted by the SAE formalism finds fairly good
agreement with the DHF and experimental thresholds. This
agreement encourages us to use the Tong-Lin model potential
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TABLE II. Binding energies obtained using DHF and SAE approximations along with the available experimental values.

1s threshold (a.u.) 2s threshold (a.u.)

Systems DHF SAE Experiment DHF SAE Experiment

Free Ne 32.817 31.904 31.979 [42] 1.935 1.627 1.779 [42]
Ne@Cq=0

60 32.817 31.904 1.935 1.627
Ne@Cq=−5

60 32.168 31.252 1.286 0.977
Free Ar 119.126 113.769 117.816 [42] 12.411 11.018 11.991 [42]
Ar@Cq=0

60 119.129 113.769 12.414 11.018
Ar@Cq=−4

60 118.609 113.246 11.895 10.498
Free Xe 1277.226 1235.588 1270.126 [43] 202.461 197.950 200.389 [43]
Xe@Cq=0

60 1277.247 1235.588 202.481 197.950
Xe@Cq=−3

60 1276.858 1235.032 202.092 197.565

for further photoionization studies, in particular, to delineate
the effects of correlation and confinement effects.

The photoionization cross section is then obtained by using
the formula [44]

σ = 4π2

3
αNnl Eph|〈Rεl |r|Rnl〉|2. (5)

Here α = 1/137 a.u. is the fine structure constant, Nnl is
the number of electrons in the nl subshell, and Eph is the
incident photon energy. Rεl and Rnl are the continuum and
ground state wave functions respectively, obtained by solving
Eq. (4) for the corresponding energies.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figures 1 and 2 show respectively the 1s and 2s dipole
cross sections of Ne@Cq=0

60 and Ne@Cq=−5
60 along with the

free Ne calculated using the RRPA in two different levels of
truncations as mentioned in Sec. II. For Ne@Cq=0,−5

60 , 2 ch
and 9 ch results of the 1s cross section are nearly the same
(Fig. 1) because 1s is far away from the thresholds of 2s and

FIG. 1. RRPA photoionization cross section of 1s subshell of
Ne@Cq

60 (q = 0 and q = −5) in two levels of truncation along with
free Ne cross section.

2p subshells. The free Ne cross section decreases monoton-
ically from the threshold, while the encapsulated Ne cross
section for both q = 0 and q = −5 exhibit confinement os-
cillations above their respective thresholds. Notice that above
the 1s threshold for the case q = 0, the confinement oscillation
s, for Ne@Cq=0,−5

60 , overlap each other and these resonances
are the OCRs. The dominant feature of the cross section pro-
file is the two resonances appearing just above the Ne@Cq=−5

60
threshold at 32.556 and 32.758 a.u. photon energies. These
additional resonances seen in Ne@Cq=−5

60 cross section as
compared to Ne@Cq=0

60 are the CCRs. The presence of CCR in
1s and its impact on other subshells via interchannel coupling
have been reported earlier [13,32].

The present work shows that the CCR is not just a feature in
1s but it is also present in other subshells. It is to be noted that
the 1s and 2s cross section profiles differ for the case of free
Ne. The 1s cross section decreases monotonically from the
threshold while the 2s cross section (Fig. 2) increases from
the threshold. This is because of the presence of a Cooper
minimum in the discrete region of 2s [45].

FIG. 2. RRPA photoionization cross section of 2s subshell of
Ne@Cq

60 (q = 0 and q = −5) in two levels of truncation along with
free Ne cross section.
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FIG. 3. RRPA photoionization cross section of 1s and 2s subshell
of Ar@Cq

60 (q = 0 and q = −4) in two levels of truncation along with
free Ar cross section.

The confinement enhances the 2s cross section of
Ne@Cq=0

60 as compared to free Ne case at its threshold. The
enhancement is less for q = −5 in comparison with q = 0 at
the threshold of Ne@Cq=0

60 . This behavior is just in contrast
with that in the case of the 1s cross section of Ne@Cq=0, −5

60 ;
the 1s cross sections of q = 0 and q = −5 are identical at the
threshold of Ne@Cq=0

60 (Fig. 1). This change in the trends in
1s and 2s subshell cross sections to the charge distributions
on the C60 cage is owing to the fact that the former subshell
wave function is close to the nucleus of Ne, which does not
“feel” the changes in the electron density on the cage. On the
other hand, the 2s wave function is in the vicinity of the Cq

60
confinement. These changes in the Cq

60 interaction potential,
therefore, are preferentially modifying the 2s relative to 1s.

Similar to the case of 1s, the 2s cross section of Ne@Cq=−5
60

also shows CCRs and OCRs. Unlike for the case of 1s, the
2 ch and 9 ch results differ because the 2s subshell threshold
is close to that of the 2p subshell; as a result the interchannel
coupling with 2p significantly modifies the CCRs and OCRs
of 2s. Also, the magnitude of CCRs is relatively smaller in
2s as compared to 1s. In the 1s cross section, the amplitude
of CCRs is above the OCRs, while in the case of the 2s cross
section, the amplitude of OCRs is higher compared to the
first CCR. It is noteworthy that the 1s (Fig. 1) and 2s (Fig. 2)
cross sections of Ne@Cq=0

60 at their corresponding thresholds
are falling on the tail of the second CCR of Ne@Cq=−5

60 from
their respective 1s and 2s cross sections. The analysis shows,
although not conclusive but of course suggestive, that the
CCR can be even formed in A@Cq=0

60 .
As discussed in the work of Dolmatov and Manson [30],

the origin of CCR is attributed to the presence of a charge
induced Coulomb barrier, seen by the photoelectron. As there
is nothing special about Ne@Cq

60, it is now interesting to look
for other endohedral species in the same group. In Fig. 3,
we show the results from Ar@Cq

60. The overall qualitative
behavior is the same as that of Ne@Cq

60. The 1s cross section

FIG. 4. RRPA photoionization cross section of 1s and 2s subshell
of Xe@Cq

60 (q = 0 and q = −3) along with free Xe cross section.

in Ar@Cq=0
60 shows only ordinary confinement resonances

while Ar@Cq=−4
60 shows both OCR and CCR. The 2s cross

section, shown in the inset, also displays a similar behavior but
is sensitive to the electron correlation through the interchannel
coupling. The tail part of the second CCR in the q = −5
cross section coincides with that in the case of q = 0 at the
threshold.

The 1s and 2s cross sections of Xe@Cq
60 for q = 0 and −3

are shown in Fig. 4 along with the free Xe results. Here it
is seen that both 1s and 2s profiles show the higher energy
CCR even for the case of q = 0. However, the lower energy
resonance appears only if the charge is present on fullerene.
In other words, when the charge state of fullerene is increased
from q = 0 to q = −3, a narrow resonance appears near the
threshold. The broad resonance (second CCR) in the higher
energy region, seen for the case of Xe@Cq=−3

60 , is also present
as the first resonance in the q = 0 case. This is indicative of an
inherent difference in the origin of these two resonances. This
prompted us to explore the origin of these two resonances in a
detailed way. It is to be noted that different charged states were
used in order to avoid some numerical convergence issues.

A qualitative description of the origin of CCRs in the 1s
cross section for Ne@Cq

60 is provided in the work of Dolmatov
and Manson [30]. However, the work does not, in detail, look
for the differences in the features of the two resonances. For
example, it is seen from Fig. 1 that the first resonance is rela-
tively smaller and sharper compared to the second resonance.
The contrasting differences in the two CCRs are explored in
the present work using SAE approximation. The analysis is
presented for the innermost subshells of the endohedral atoms
we considered; the same analysis is applicable for the CCRs
in the 2s subshells also.

The cross section is essentially proportional to the overlap
integral of initial and final state wave functions. The initial
state wave function of the innermost subshell electron is not
at all affected by the external environment. The features in
the cross section, therefore, are essentially dictated by the
confinement induced modifications in the continuum state.
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FIG. 5. RRPA (red curve) and SAE (green curve) photoioniza-
tion cross section of 1s subshell of Ne@Cq=−5

60 , Ar@Cq=−4
60 , and

Xe@Cq=−3
60 .

In order to understand the impact of confinement it is better
to separate out the correlation effects on the photoionization
parameters. The required initial and final states, therefore, are
generated within the SAE approximation.

In Fig. 5 is shown the 1s cross section obtained within SAE
along with the RRPA results for all systems under considera-
tion. As seen, SAE results qualitatively agree with the RRPA
results reproducing the CCRs and OCRs although the actual
magnitude and positions of these resonances somewhat differ.
The quantitative difference is of course originating from the
omission of the RRPA correlation in the rudimentary SAE
approximation. To illustrate this further, one may write the
continuum wave function in the RRPA as a perturbative series,

in which the first term is the uncorrelated IPA wave function
and the other terms are higher-order corrections introduced
due to the RRPA correlation effects [46,47]. It is to be noted
that the IPA wave function in the perturbative expansion is
similar to the continuum electron wave function in the SAE
approach. Therefore, the quantitative differences are bound to
be there between the SAE approximated and RRPA results.
The qualitative agreement is also not surprising, as the 1s
electron is dominated by the strong nuclear Coulomb field,
in which the correlation effects are less dominant [48]. This
qualitative agreement in the cross section allows us to study
the origin of confinement resonances using the SAE approx-
imation. Note that even the qualitative agreement can be at
risk for higher subshell cases, where correlation effects are
governing the dynamics.

We aim to investigate the resonant wave function of the
photoelectron at different energies, so that analysis of the
nature of localized electron across the resonant region is
possible. Several energy points are selectively chosen to un-
derstand the evolution of the continuum states in response to
the change in photoelectron energy across the region of this
resonance. Figure 6(a) is the magnified version of first CCR
of Ne@Cq=−5

60 ; the vertical lines labeled as L1 to L3 and R1
and R2 are respectively the energy points selected from the
left and right sides of this resonance peak. The correspond-
ing photoelectron energies are also listed in the figure. The
label Res.1 corresponds to the energy at the first resonance.
Figure 6(b) shows the evolution of εp photoelectron probabil-
ity densities corresponding to various continuum states (L1
to L3, Res.1, and R1 and R2) along with the ground state
probability density (1s).

Also shown in Fig. 6(b) is the potential seen by the εp
photoelectron ejected from the 1s subshell. This potential is
the sum of atomic potential and confining potential due to
the charged fullerene. The potential curve is characterized by
two wells. The first well is formed due to the combination of

FIG. 6. (a) First resonance of the photoionization cross section of 1s subshell of Ne@Cq=−5
60 . The vertical lines labeled L3 to L1 and R1

and R2 are the energy points on the left and right side of the resonant peak (Res.1). The photoelectron energy corresponding to the labels are
listed in the figure. (b) Probability density corresponding to the labels in (a) along with the potential seen by the photoelectron εp. Ground
state wave function is also plotted.
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FIG. 7. (a) Second resonance of the photoionization cross section of 1s subshell of Ne@Cq=−5
60 . The vertical lines labeled L3 to L1 and R1

and R2 are the energy points on the left and right side of the resonant peak (Res.2). The photoelectron energy corresponding to the labels are
listed in the figure. (b) Probability density corresponding to the labels in (a) along with the potential seen by the photoelectron εp. Ground
state wave function is also plotted.

the intrinsic electrostatic potentials of the atom (the Tong-Lin
potential in this case) and the repulsive centrifugal barrier. The
impact of the confining potential does not affect the shape
of the first well since it is a constant in the specified region
as shown in Eq. (2). A second well is seen between 5.8 and
7.7 a.u. owing to the fullerene potential as described in Eq. (1).
From Fig. 6(b), it can be seen that the resonant trapping
occurs in this second well which is evident from the significant
localization of the final state (εp) electron there. As the pho-
toelectron energy moves from L3 to L1, the localization of the
probability density in this region increases and reaches a max-
imum for Res.1 which is the final state corresponding to the
peak of the first resonance. After Res.1, the localization begins
to decrease as the photoelectron energy increases further.

A similar analysis is carried out for the second resonance.
Figure 7(a) is the magnified version of the second resonance
of the cross section, the labels L1 to L3 and R1 and R2 are
the energy points selected from the left and right sides of the
resonance peak, respectively, and Res.2 is the maximum at the
second resonance. Figure 7(b) shows the probability density
of the ground state along with the various continuum states
corresponding to the energy points mentioned in Fig. 7(a).
The potential seen by the εp photoelectron ejected from the
1s subshell is also shown. Here again a localization happens
for the final states, however, it occurs in the region before the
confinement well. Similar to the case of first resonance, the
localization is maximum at the resonance (labeled by Res.2)
and decreases for energies lesser or greater than the resonant
energy. The aforementioned analysis concludes that the first
CCR (sharp) is due to a resonant trapping of the photoelectron
in C60 well, whereas the second one (broad) is due to that
in the atomic well modified in the presence of additional
charges on the fullerene. Although both the resonances have
a different origin, they are eligible to be called CCRs as the
additional Coulomb potential supports the two.

Since the first resonance occurs in the confinement well,
this can be more appropriately labeled as “well states.” These
states are similar to the unbound C60 orbitals as discussed in
the work of Ref. [49]. Although we use a simple model, this
includes an average effect of interaction of fullerene electrons
and protons. Therefore, the presence of the first resonance

cannot be obliterated even in a more sophisticated molecular
level calculations although the quantitative details are likely to
be changed. To check the viability of this assumption, we have
now altered the parameters of confinement systematically.
We have first performed RRPA calculations based on two
other sets of parameters used for modeling fullerene: (i) Rin =
6.01 a.u., � = 1.25 a.u., and U0 = 0.422 a.u. [50]; (ii) Rin =
5.262 a.u., � = 2.91 a.u., and U0 = 0.2599 a.u. [49]. Earlier
studies using set (i) shows better agreement with experimental
results on photoionization [29] and set (ii) has been success-
fully employed in scattering studies of fullerene [49]. These
are shown in Fig. 8(a) along with the original parameters em-
ployed in our calculations (Rin = 5.8 a.u., � = 1.9 a.u., and
U0 = 0.3021 a.u.), denoted as set (iii) parameters. Despite the
quantitative differences, one may notice that the CCRs are
qualitatively alike in all model potential calculations. This
suggests that the CCRs are sensitive to different model poten-
tials, however, their presence is guaranteed in A@Cq<0

60 cases.
However, it is not possible to do any systematic analysis using
these sets of parameters because of the way they differ from
each other. So, we have further carried out studies by using
set (iii), but varying systematically one parameter at a time.
Figures 8(b)–8(d) show these results by varying the radius,
delta, and depth of the potential respectively while keeping
the other parameters in set (iii) fixed. It is seen that CCRs
are present in all these calculations irrespective of the values
of the parameters employed although their quantitative details
differ. The direct part of the DHF potentials experienced by
the photoelectron for all cases are also shown as inset fig-
ures. Using these the sensitivity of resonance positions can
be easily understood. The barrier height and the depth of the
confining potential vary in all cases as shown in the insets of
Figs. 8(a)–8(c) whereas in Fig. 8(d) only the depth (V cage)
varies.

It must be remembered that the barrier for the first (sharp)
CCR is due to the C60 well and that for the second (broad)
one is attributed to the atomic well. Hence, the alterations in
the barrier shapes at these two locations are expected to affect
the first CCR and second CCR separately. This means that if
the C60 well depth alone is changed, it must affect only the
location of first CCR; likewise, alterations in the atomic well
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FIG. 8. (a) RRPA photoionization cross sections of Ne@Cq=−5
60 using parameters listed in set (i), set (ii), and set (iii). The same employing

set (iii) parameters but varying only the (b) radius (c) width and (d) depth of the potential.

will be reflected as changes in the second CCR. As the barrier
height reduces, the resonances occur at lower energies which
are consistently seen in Figs. 8(a)–8(c); a barrier due to the
atomic well and C60 well controls the second and the first
CCR, respectively. It is expected because when the barrier
height is reduced, the resonance condition moves to a lower
energy. Parameters in Fig. 8(d) are varied in such a way that
only the C60 well depth is lowered. In Fig. 8(d) it is seen that
the positions of the second CCR remain unaltered and this is
because of the same barrier height seen by the photoelectron
near the atomic well region. But, the positions of the first
CCR show sensitivity to the depth of the C60 potential. These
findings support our prediction that the second CCR occurs
due to the resonant trapping in the region of atomic well
whereas the first one is due to the resonant trapping inside the
confinement well. All of these are further verified by using the
SAE approach (figures are not shown).

The above analysis has enabled a connection between the
localization of resonant electrons and the CCR peaks in the

cross section. Nevertheless, one may find a contradiction at
this point because the ground state (1s) wave function is
very compact and the significant portion of its amplitude is
within the first well as indicated in Fig. 6(b); it is almost zero
even inside the atomic well beyond 0.5 a.u. It is well known
that the main contribution to the cross section is due to the
overlapping of initial and final states occurring in this region,
as indicated in Eq. (5). The overlapping region for the CCRs
is within a range of 0–0.5 a.u., which is far from the resonant
electron localization of both CCRs. The contradiction lies
in the separation of the overlapping region and the resonant
electron localization region. In other words, the fact that “the
localization leading to the resonant structure” is unclear due
to the separation of these regions; the contradiction can be
only mitigated by drawing a connection between these two
regions. In order to establish the link between overlapping and
localization regions, the rate of change of the maximum of the
probability density distribution in these two regions is plotted.
In Fig. 9(a) is shown the rate of change of the maximum
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FIG. 9. (a) The rate of change of probability density maximum in the localization region. Probability density distribution maximum is
taken between 1.5 and 8.5 a.u. radial distance. (b) The rate of change of probability density maximum in the atomic well (overlapping) region.
Probability density distribution maximum is taken up to 1.5 a.u. radial distance. Here Pmax is the maximum value of the probability density
corresponding to the photoelectron energy E.

of probability density with energy in the localization regions
of the first and second resonances. The probability density
distribution maxima are taken between the radial distances
1.5 and 8.5 a.u. because the localization of both resonances
occur in this region [see Figs. 6(b) and 7(b)]. The rate of
change of probability maximum for the first resonance varies
rapidly compared to the second resonance. The magnitude of
the energy derivative is of the order of 2, while in the case
of the second resonance it is of order of 1. It indicates that
the reduction in the probability amplitude in the overlapping
region is much more rapid for the first resonance compared to
the second resonance.

Figure 9(b) is the rate of change of the probability density
distribution maxima in the overlapping region up to 1.5 a.u.
radial distance where the initial 1s state has a significant mag-
nitude. One may find a surprising similarity between Figs. 9(a)

FIG. 10. Probability density of continuum state of the first
resonant peak of Xe@Cq=0

60 along with potential seen by the pho-
toelectron εp. Ground state probability density is also plotted.

and 9(b), which indicates that the characteristics of the con-
tinuum orbital in the overlapping region (contributing to the
CCR) is solely inherited by those in the resonant region. For
the first resonance, rate of change is very rapid and for the
second resonance the variation is slow and smooth, inheriting
the corresponding behavior from the localization region. It
explains why the first resonance is very sharp and the second
one is relatively broad. Hence the connection between the
overlapping and the localization region is established, which
facilitates a link between resonant localization and the CCR
peaks. Since the continuum wave depends only on the pho-
toelectron energy and the angular momentum the analysis
carried out for the 1s subshell remains the same for the 2s
case as well.

As seen earlier from Figs. 3 and 4, the 1s and 2s results
of Ar@Cq=−4

60 and Xe@Cq=−3
60 also show a narrow resonance

in the low energy region and a broad resonance at a higher
energy region. Further, it is seen that the broad structure ap-
pears in the Xe 1s and 2s cross sections even for the q = 0
case. In order to test the conclusions drawn from Ne@Cq=−5

60 ,
the SAE calculations are performed for Ar@Cq=−4

60 and
Xe@Cq=−3

60 . In both the cases it is found that (figures not
shown) corresponding to the narrow resonance there is a
localization inside the confinement well region and to the
broad resonance there is a localization within the atomic well
region. Lastly, we need to reassert that the resonances similar
to CCRs are even supported in the q = 0 case, for accom-
plishing which the probability density of the photoelectron
coming from Xe@C60 is plotted at the peak of the observed
broad resonance and is shown in Fig. 10. Here again, we see
that localization associated with the broad resonance struc-
ture appears within the atomic well region, which is akin
to the second CCR in the case of Ne@Cq=−5

60 , Ar@Cq=−4
60 ,

and Xe@Cq=−3
60 . Thus the present analysis confirms that reso-

nances similar to the CCRs are even supported by the neutral
C60.
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IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this work, systematic photoionization studies of
Ne@Cq

60, Ar@Cq
60, and Xe@Cq

60 have been carried out. The
presence of charge induces additional structures (CCRs) in
the 1s spectra Ar@Cq

60 and Xe@Cq
60 which are similar to

the earlier predicted case of Ne@Cq
60. In addition, the present

work reveals that CCRs appear in the 2s subshell of all these
systems. It is found that although 1s CCRs are independent
of the interchannel coupling the 2s CCRs are sensitive to
the correlations present in the system. Moreover, the present
work carried out an in-depth analysis on the origin of these
CCRs and it shows that resonant trapping of the photoelectron
occurs at different regions for the first and second resonances.
For the broad resonance localization occurs inside the atomic
well supported by the additional charges on the C60 whereas
the narrow resonance results from the resonant trapping of
the continuum wave inside the C60 confinement well. The

sensitivity of these resonances to different model confinement
potentials is also studied. We also predict that the broad res-
onances can occur even for the case of neutral fullerene as
shown for the case of Xe@Cq=0

60 . It will be interesting to look
into the differences in the Wigner time delay in the region
of these narrow and broad resonances; the study on latter has
already been reported [13]. An insightful connection can be
drawn between the tunneling time and different origins of
resonances from the proposed time delay analysis.
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