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ELL-MANN and Pais' have recently proposed
several schemes for describing the existence and
interactions of hyperons and heavy mesons. One of
these is essentially a refined version of a hypothesis
originally proposed by Gell-Mann? and by Nakano
and Nishijima.? As has been pointed out by the authors,!
this particular model does not appear at first sight to
be the most attractive for theorists, mainly because
it involves an apparent arbitrariness in the choice of
the relation Q versus I3 for the various particles. On the
other hand, it is perhaps the model best fitted for the
interpretation of present experimental evidence.

In view of these facts, we wish to point out in this
note that an equivalent but more axiomatic formulation
of the Gell-Mann rules is possible. The theory will be
developed in a three-dimensional isotopic spin space.
As is well known,* in such a space it is possible to
define two kinds of spinors which differ by their
symmetry properties with respect to an oriented plane.
If £, ¢ denote spinors of the first kind and 7, " spinors
of the second kind, the true scalars that can be formed
with these quantities are £*T¢ 9/*Ty, 0'TrE, &Trom,
where the superscripts * and 7 mean “imaginary
conjugate” and “transposed’’, respectively. Families of
particles are now defined by their transformation
properties in Lorentz and isotopic spin space. In Table
I different fields are so defined, the list being obviously
not limitative. We postulate only that family A4
contains the nucleons and family 6 the = mesons.

TaABLE I. Several types of fields.

Lorentz space Isotopic space

Ya spinor spinor of first kind N
Y3 spinor spinor of second kind E
Ya spinor no spin (scalar) A
23 spinor spin 1 (pseudo-vector) =
©A no spin spinor of first kind [
) no spin spin 1 (pseudo-vector) ™

VOLUME 99,

NUMBER 1 JULY 1, 1955

The other correspondences given in column 4 are not
postulated; they will follow [with respect to interac-
tions, charges (, and relation Q(73)] from the math-
ematical formulation. '

Along with Lorentz invariance, the invariance with
respect to rotations and reflections in isotopic space
will be postulated for strong interactions. The most
general Lagrangian that follows from these assumptions
is easily constructed. For the interaction part, terms like

Vaos*a, $oons*Tmba, ValsTr20n,- -

appear, together with others of the same general form
which for the sake of brevity will not be written.
Let us define the operator

U= f du[PaTBYa— ¥ BY 5

—i(maToa—ma* o™ ] (1)

It can be verified that U commutes with the total
Hamiltonian containing the fields of Table 1.5 U is
therefore a constant of the motion. On the other hand
the conservation of fermions is respected and, of
course, I? and I; are constants. The latter can be
written

2I=n(4)—n(A)—n(d")+n(Ad")+n(B) _
—n(B)—n(B")+n(B")+2[n()—nd)—n®’)
+n(b") 1H4-7(8)—n(8) —n(A)+n(d)
+2[n@)—-n0"], (2)

where A and A’ refer to different charge states of the
nucleon, etc., and the bars refer to the antiparticles;
while

U=n(d)=n(@)+n(d)=n(A")—n(B)+n(B)
—n(B)+n(B)+n(A)—n(A)+n(A)—n(A).

One sees that the constant I;4-3U is, for known
particles (nucleons and 7 mesons), equal to the charge
Q and can thus be considered as a general definition of
this quantity.® The eigenvalues of U give therefore the
desired relation between charge and I In particular,
Q=1I;+13 for one quantum of the ¥4 or ¢, fields, while
Q=1; for Y, ¥», and ¢;; and finally Q=1I;—1% for ¢35
field quanta. The correspondence given in Table I,
column 4 between the field families ¥4, ¥ 5, etc., and
the observed particles 91, E, etc., is therefore justified
as far as charge is concerned. On the other hand, it can
be verified that the postulate of complete invariance
leads to an interaction Lagrangian which allows only
the virtual processes given by the Gell-Mann rules.
The equivalence is therefore complete.

‘A fact which is perhaps of some significance is that, in
such a straightforward generalization of the ordinary
formalism, the [ field appears as a spinor of the second
kind in isotopic space when the nucleon field is taken
as a spinor of the first kind. As a practical rule, one
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may point out that instead of.the conservation of Q
and I; one may of course use the conservation of Q
and U. Possible reactions (including electromagnetic)
will therefore be obtained by requiring (a) the usual
conservation of fermions, (b) the conservation of
charge, (c) the use of the following rule: denote by
“isofermions” the nucleons, the 6, and the anti-=, and
by ‘“anti-isofermions” the antinucleons, the anti-6
(charge conjugated), and the =; then the number of
isofermions minus the number of anti-isofermions must
be conserved.
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Bevatron K-Mesons*
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O facilitate the search for K-mesons from the

Bevatron, two of us (L.T.K. and D.H.S.) have
suggested the use of a strong-focusing spectrometer
(Fig. 1),! consisting of a magnetic quadrupole focusing
lens? followed by an analyzing magnet. Particles of
any desired momentum can be brought to a focus,
forming an image of the target at a point behind the
analyzing magnet. Emulsion stacks are placed at this
point. With this arrangement we have found examples
of four types of heavy mesons first established in
cosmic-ray work.? Particles of different mass can be
separated according to their ranges in emulsion. For
particles of momentum 360 Mev/c, the range of K’s is
4.6 times the range of the protons, and pions pass
through the emulsion stack at minimum ionization.

A stack of 107 Ilford G.5600-u pellicles,* 3.5 in. by
3.5 in., has been exposed so that 114-Mev K-particles
stopped in the center of the stack. The proper time of
flight for such particles from the target to the emulsion
is about 1078 sec.

This stack has been scanned in a swath across the
direction of the meson flux for tracks lying in the
plane of the emulsion whose ionization is visibly greater
than minimum. Particles stopping in the stack (beyond
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the position of the swath) have masses less than 1200
m,. Particles that go all the way through the stack
have masses less than 800 #z,.

The tracks are followed until they stop and the
endings are examined for decays. To date 300 decays
have been observed. Twenty of these are # mesons
whose unique decay into three charged pions is readily
identifiable. Among the others, all of which decay into
one lightly ionizing secondary, only those with a
secondary that is flat or with an ionization obviously
higher than minimum have been categorized. Three
examples have been found of what is assumed to be the
alternate decay of the = into one charged and two
neutral pions, with the pion stopping in the emulsion
stack. Two events decay into low-energy muons (less
than 55 Mev) and are presumably examples of the «
or K,s.

To establish the existence of the K.o(6txt) or of
the K,» mesons, either very large emulsions are needed
to stop the long-range secondary or else very accurate
measurements of the multiple scattering and the
ionization must be made. Measurements on four
fortuitously flat secondaries at a distance of 5 cm from
the decay point revealed that three of the primaries
were K.o’s and one presumably a K, as determined
by the tentative identification of the secondary as a
high-energy muon. Excellent calibration on grain count
is available from the = mesons of known energy travers-
ing the same region of the emulsions. From the number
of K-mesons found here compared to the number
found at about 25 cm from the target,’ it is unlikely
that the mean life of any of the K’s seen is less than
3X107° sec. .

In the initial exposure, the momentum resolution as
determined from the proton ranges allows a mass
determination to =440 m, on each K-meson. With a
few exceptions, all particles with lightly ionizing
secondaries fall within a distribution of this width
centered about 20 m, below the average for r mesons
plotted separately (Fig. 2). In a subsequent exposure
the momentum resolution has been improved. The
scattered points on the high-mass side of the main
distribution may be due to particles that suffered
inelastic collisions, or scattered off the channel. A
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F16. 1. Strong-focusing spectrometer.



