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Energy Levels of Rh"' from the Decay of Pd"' and Ru"'f
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INTRODUCTION Finally, palladium was precipitated from an alkaline
solution by addition of di-methyl glyoxine. In this
manner, a pure source of Pd"' of strength nearly five
millicuries was obtained.

In order to observe any gamma rays or inner brems-
strahlung of low intensity, it was necessary to absorb
before the detector the intense 20-kev x-rays of rhodium
which accompany E-capture. The gamma-ray spectrum
of Pd'" as measured with an intervening absorber of
surface density 375 mg/cm' of copper between source
and detector, is shown in Fig. 1. The full energy peaks
of gamma rays of energies 40, 65, 300, 365, and 495 kev
are clearly resolved. In the previously mentioned
investigation of this activity, the 65-kev radiation
appears to have been heavily attenuated in a 1.7-g/cm'
thick brass absorber introduced to suppress the intense
E x-radiation, and so is undetected.

The bulk of the low-energy pulses of Fig. 1 below 20
volts could not be accounted for as Compton contri-
butions of the high-energy gamma rays. An analysis

' PREVIOUS investigations" have indicated that
Pd"' decays by electron capture only to the

isomeric state at 40 kev in Rh"'. No unconverted
quantum radiations were observed. Recently, in an
attempt to study the inner bremsstrahlung of the
electron capture process, Rietjens, Van Den Bold, and
Endt' have reported low-intensity gamma quanta (the
absolute intensities per disintegration are indicated
parenthetically) of energies 503 kev (1.1X10 '), 367
kev (6.0X10 4), 305 kev (1.1X10 4), and 262 kev
( 4X10 s). By an argument based upon the calculated
intensity of the quantum continuum, they estimated
the disintegration energy of the electron capture
process to be 494»+" kev. Since Ru'"' also decays to
Rh"', a comparison of the energy levels excited in Rh'"
with those excited in decay of Pd"' should be possible.
The gamma rays of Ru"' have been extensively
investigated previously, '4 ' the various sets of results
agreeing poorly. Accordingly, the decay schemes of
these two radionuclides having a common residual
nucleus have been reinvestigated. 565 kev

PALLADIUM 103
40 kevThe natural abundance of Pd"' is 0.8 percent. An

electromagnetically enriched (34 percent) sample of
200 mg of metallic palladium was obtained from Oak
Ridge and exposed for 15 days in the Brookhaven
reactor. The irradiated material was chemically
purified for removal of any rhodium or silver activities.
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Fzo. 1. Gamma-ray spectrum of Pd'" as observed in a spec-
trometer employing Naf(TI), preabsorption thickness 375 mg/
cm' of copper. Coincidences between the 65- and 300-kev gamma
rays are also plotted.

15

The decay schemes of Pdme and Ru"' have been studied with the use of two scintillation spectrometers in co-
incidence. It has been observed that the electron capture activity of Pd'" is accompanied by faint y radiation
having the several quantum energies of 40, 65, 300, 365, and 495 kev with absolute intensities per disintegra-
tion of 1X10 ', 4&(10 5, 1.2)&10 4, 6.6&10 ', and 1&(10 .The gamma rays of energy 65 and 300 kev were
found to be in coincidence. The inner bremsstrahlung spectrum associated with the capture transition leading
to the 57-minute isomeric level in Rh"' is of intensity small in comparison with that of the aforementioned
gamma rays. The P decay of Ru"' is accompanied by gamma rays of energies 55, 440, 495, 555, and 610 kev
with absolute intensities per disintegration of 1X10~, 5)(10 ', 0.90, 5X10 ', and 6X10 '. A P spectrum
of end point 110&10kev is coincident with the 610-kev gamma ray. A level scheme for Rh 03 with probable
orbitals has been proposed.
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decay energy of an allowed transition leading to the
535-kev level would be about one percent of the energy
of the allowed transition to the metastable level. It is
probable that the transition to the 535-kev level is
indeed allowed. Were it first forbidden, a transition
energy of about 100 kev would be necessary to explain
the absolute intensity of the 495-kev radiation. Such
a transition would in turn lead to an increased energy
of the end point of the quantum continuum so that
inner bremsstrahlung would be detectable beyond 500
kev, and also the valley between the photopeaks of
the 365-kev and 495-kev gamma rays would be less
prominent. Hence, in all probability, the electron
capture transition to the 535-kev level is allowed.
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FIG. 3. Curve A, pulse-height spectrum in anthracene of an
unshielded source of Ru"'. Curve 8, spectrum of beta rays
coincident with 495-kev gamma rays. Curve C, beta spectrum
coincident with 610-kev gamma rays.

RUTHENIUM iO3

Chemically pure RuO& was exposed in the Brook-
haven pile to produce the 43-day Ru"'. The irradiated
material was aged for a month, then further purified
for removal of impurities. Ru04 was distilled from an
acid solution in HCIO4. The gamma-ray spectrum of
Ru"' was observed in a cylindrical crystal of NaI(Tl) of
diameter 3.5 cm and height 3.5 cm. The data are shown
in Fig. 2, where full energy peaks corresponding to
quantum energies of 55, 495, and 610 kev are in
evidence. A careful comparison in energy was made of
the positions of the photopeaks of the 55-kev radiation
and the 65-kev gamma rays of Pd"'. The diAerence in
energy was found to be 10&2 kev, indicating that two
diferent transitions are involved.

To study beta-gamma coincidences, a thin source of
Ru"' was placed before an anthracene crystal (dirnen-
sions 2.5 cm in diameter, 1 cm thick) which was covered
by a reflecting aluminum foil of thickness 1.4 mg/cm'
and attached to the photomultiplier tube surface with
silicone Quid intervening. The gamma rays were de-
tected in NaI(T1). Curve A of Fig. 3 is a plot of the
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FIG. 4. Spectrum of soft gamma rays coincident with
gamma rays of energy greater than 400 kev.

energy distribution of the beta rays of Ru"'. Some
pulses arising from Compton scattering of the 495- and
610-kev quanta are contained in the spectrum. Beyond
a pulse height of twenty volts, the counting rate is
undoubtedly composed of both high-energy Compton
recoils and hard beta rays from Ru"'. Curve 8 of
Fig. 3 shows the energy distribution of the beta rays
coincident with the 495-kev radiation and curve C
that of beta rays coincident with the 610-kev gamma
rays. Taking the end point of the intense spectrum
(Curve 8) coincident with the 495-kev radiation as
220 kev and taking into account the nonlinear nature
of the energy dependence of the pulse heights from
anthracene, the end point of the beta spectrum of
curve C is estimated to be 110~10kev. This result has
also been corrected for energy loss in the covering
foil. A search was made for coincidences between the
55-kev radiation and the harder beta rays. From the
measurements, it was estimated that at most 6ve
percent of the beta rays of the weak hard spectrum
might be coincident with any unconverted 55-kev
gamma radiation.

In order to determine the nature of the level in
de-excitation of which the 55-kev radiation is emitted,
gamma-gamma coincidences were studied. In one
channel of the coincidence circuit, all pulses corre-
sponding to gamma-ray energies greater than 400 kev
were accepted while the channel of the other spec-
trometer was used to the spectrum at lower energies.
A piece of copper, of surface density 1.5 g/cm', was
placed before the high-energy detector to absorb any
E-radiation of iodine which might escape to be detected
in the low energy scanning channel and thus give rise
to spurious coincidences at 30 kev. The coincidence
spectrum obtained in this manner is shown in Fig. 4,
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FIG. 5. Spectrum of gamma rays in coincidence
vrith 55-kev radiation.

"P.Axel, Rev. Sci. Instr. 25, 391 (1954).

where a peak of coincidences clearly coincides with a
peak at 55 kev in the single counting rate. The peak
in the coincidence curve at 20 kev arises from the
presence of x-rays of rhodium which result from internal
conversion of the 55-kev radiation. A few of the pulses
at 20 kev fall in the escape peak of the 55-kev radiation.
After correcting for the absorption of the 20 kev and
55-kev radiation in the layer of A1203 in the crystal
assembly and for escape of iodine x-rays" in detection
of the 55-kev quanta, the E-conversion coeS.cient of
the 55-kev gamma ray was calculated to be j..2+0.3,
indicating a possible I transition. In similar manner,
the coincidence spectrum of Fig. 5 was observed.
In this case, pulses corresponding to a gamma-ray
energy of 55 kev were accepted in one channel, and the
high-energy gamma spectrum was scanned in the other
channel. In Fig. 5 are shown coincidence peaks corre-
sponding to gamma-ray energies of 440 and 555 kev.
To obtain further assurance that the observed coinci-
dences did indeed correspond to coincidences between
the two hard gamma rays and the 55-kev radiation, a
molyMenum foil of thickness 550 mg/cms was placed
between the source and the 55-kev detector. The
coincidence rates at the peaks of Fig. 5 decreased by
more than a factor of 10, as would be expected if the
coincidences were actually associated with a 55-kev
gamma ray.

Returning to the relative intensities of the gamma

rays of Fig. 2, possible branching ratios of the various
beta-ray spectra can be estimated, taking the absolute
intensity of the 495-kev line as 0.9 per disintegration.
The data concerning the P spectra are summarized in
Table II.

McGowan' has reported gamma rays of energies 312
and 239 kev in Ru"'. No unconverted quantum radia-
tions of these energies were detected in the present
investigation, suggesting the possibility of presence of
impurities in the target material of the earlier studies. '

TABLE II. Beta spectra and gamma rays of Ru"'.

P-ray
energy
(kev)

Transition
intensity per
disintegration

Associated Gamma ray
gamma-ray intensity per

Log ft energy (kev) disintegration

110~10 0.07a0.01 5.9~0.2

220

670
715

0.90

10 3

0.3

5.7~0.1

10.2
9.3

610~5
555' 10
495~5
440~10

55w3
40

0.06~0.01
0.005~0.002

0.90
0.005~0.002
0.005~0.002

"N. P. Heydenburg and G. M. Temmer, Phys. Rev. 95, 861
(1954).The author wishes to thank Dr. Heydenburg for supplying
helpful information concerning the spin values of the rotational
levels of Rh'".

DECAY SCHEMES

The coincidence study of Pd"' showed that 65- and
300-kev gamma rays are in cascade. Since the 300-kev
quanta are the more intense, it can be concluded that
they are preceeded in time by the 65-kev transition.
The 365-kev radiation is evidently emitted in the
cross-over transition. From all of the previously
described measurements, however, it is not possible
to ascertain whether the 300 and 365-kev gamma rays
terminate at the ground state or the isomeric level
at 40 kev. In recent studies of Coulomb excitation of
Rh, Heydenburg and Temmer" have observed gamma
rays of energies 2'6 and 357 kev. In their measure-
ments, the intensity of the 295-kev radiation is greater
than that of the 357-kev line, whereas in the decay of
Pd"', the reverse is true. Thus, the two gamma rays can-
not originate from the same level, further con6rmation
of the fact that the 300-kev radiation is preceded by
the 65-kev gamma ray. The cross section for Coulomb
excitation of the 300-kev gamma ray is such as to
suggest that it results from de-excitation of the first
rotational level of the ground state. Since the 365-kev
radiation is emitted in the cross-over transition of the
65 kev-300 kev cascade, it can be concluded that
both the 365-kev and the'300-kev transitions terminate
at the ground state of Rh'". A comparison of the energies
of the gamma rays from Pd"' and from Ru"' shows
that only the 495-kev gamma ray is emitted in the
decay of both radionuclides. The intermediate levels
at 300 and 365 kev are not excited in the decay of
Ru'".

It has been previously shown' that the 495-kev
gamma transition of Ru'" leads to the 57-minute
isomeric level of the residual nucleus so that a level
in Rh'" is located at 535 kev above the ground state.
The energy difference of the end points of the two

P spectra, one of which is coincident with the 495-kev
radiation and the other with the 6j.0-kev quanta,
(see Fig. 3) is 110&10kev, while the energy difference
of the two gamma rays is 115&5 kev, showing that
the 610-kev transition must also lead to the isomeric
level, originating from a level 650 kev above the ground
state of Rh'O'. From energy considerations, it is con-



ENERGY LEVELS OF Rhioa

800—
l03

4yRU59
gy

g7/2

600— 555 Sip

ds/2

t03
aspdsv

I "10
gp

r /2

440 495 4'95

Fro. 6. Energy levels
of Rh'0'

UJ~ 400
I

S/2

3/2

a65 65

!
300 0.999

200—

0.05
9/2+-

55
V V

4'0 /2+

Pl/ 2

l03
~sRhse

eluded that the aforementioned 495- and 610-kev
quanta are emitted in cross-over transitions of the 440
kev —55 kev and 555 kev —55 kev cascades. Thus, a
level at 95 kev above the ground state is established.

The spin and magnetic moment of Rh' ' have been
measured. " The related orbital was thus determined
to be pl/s, in agreement with that indicated by the shell
model. The 40-kev transition from the 57-minute
isomeric level has been classified" as E3, the level
assignment being 7/2+. Since the 55-kev gamma ray
is probably emitted in an Jtf1 transition; so possible
spin values of the level at 95 kev are 5/2+ or 9/2+.
The E-shell conversion co eKcient of the 495-kev
transition is 0.006, the E/I. ratio 6.5, and the lifetime
less than 2X10 ' sec, corresponding to an 3f1 or E2
transition" (BI=0, 1, 2; no!). Thus possible spins for
the 535-kev level are 3/2+, 5/2+, 7/2+, 9/2+, or
11/2+. The spin value 3/2+ is not admissible, because
there exists no detectable E1 transition to the ground
state. Since the ground state of Ru"' is, according to the
shell model, of orbital d5/~ or g7/Q and since the beta
transition between it and the 535 kev level is allowed,
the spin of the latter level cannot be 11/2+. A spin of
9/2+ would require that the 7/2+ and 9/2+ con-
figuration states of five gg~~ protons have a splitting

"H. Kuhn and G. K. Woodgate, Proc. Roy. Soc. (London)
A64, 1090 (1951).

"M. Goldhaber and R. D. Hill, Revs. Modern Phys. 24' 198
{1952).

'4 7, C. Engelder, Phys. Rev. 90, 259 (1953).

energy of 495 kev, an improbable condition. The
remaining possible spin values for the 535-kev level
are 5/2+ or 7/2+. If a purely single particle viewpoint
is taken, the level would be characterized by orbitals
d5/~ or g7~~. A similar argument is applicable to the
610-kev gamma transition of the 650-kev level so that
its spin assignments could likewise be d5/~ or g7/&. From
a careful consideration of the relative intensities of
the 440- and 495-kev gamma rays and the 555- and
610-kev gamma rays, it was concluded that the most
probable spin assignments of the 95, 535, and 650 kev
levels are 9/2+, ds/&, and g7/s.

The levels at 300 and 365 kev, which have been
interpreted" as rotational levels of the collective
model of the nucleus, have spin values of 3/2( —) and
5/2( —). If these spin assignments are, indeed, correct,
the transition from the 365 kev level to the 57-minute
metastable level would be Ej and, consequently,
prominent, if single particle transition probabilities were
to apply. However, no such transition is observed in the
present investigations. In the case of Ag, Huus and
Lunden" have observed a similar E1 transition to have
only one-fiftieth of the intensity of a competing E2
transition. It is further interesting that no observable
transitions occur between the single-particle levels at
535 and 610 kev and the supposed rotational levels.

The nucleus of Ru"' contains 44 protons and 59
neutrons. According to the shell model, the odd neutron

may occupy a g7/s ol ds/s state. Either of these orbitajs
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suggests allowed beta transitions to the 535- and 650-
kev levels as observed. However, with the invocation
of conventional selection rules, it is not possible to
explain the large value of log ft of the transition to the
57-minute metastable level (i3I= 1, no, allowed).
Recently, De-Shalit and Goldhaber" have discussed
the problem of anomalous values of log ft for allowed
and first forbidden beta transitions. They have empha-
sized the possible inQuence of the nuclear core. Their
explanation can be applied if the ground state of Ru"'
is assumed to have orbital g7/2. In that event, one or
more pairs of neutrons of orbital d5/2 will be present
in the ground state configuration of Ru"'. The most
probable configuration would be g7/2' ds/2'. On the
other hand, the eGect of the g9/2 protons of Rh'" on
the isomeric and 95-kev levels would be such as to
make the neutron configuration of those levels g7/2'

d5/2 . According to De-Shalit and Goldhaber, '5 the
beta transitions would be further slowed by the change
of orbitals (ds/s~g7/s) experienced by one pair of
neutrons. From these considerations, it can be said

"A. De-Shalit and M. Goldhaber, Phys. Rev. 92, 1211 (1953).

that the neutron configuration of the 535- and 650-kev
levels of Rh"' is probably g7/2 d5/2 very similar to the
arrangement of the neutron pairs of the ground state
of Ru"'.

Since the value of log ft for the electron capture decay
of Pd"' to the isomeric level of Rh"' corresponds to an
allowed transition, the ground state configuration of
Pd' 3 is probably g7/g'.
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High-Energy Gamma Rays from the Proton Bombardment of Fluorine*

G. K. FARNEY, t H. H. GIVIN, ) B. D. KERN, AND T. M. HAHNf.
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(Received August 19, 1954)

Resonances for emission of gamma rays of energy greater than 8 Mev in the reaction F's(P, y)Nese have
been measured for proton energies from 550 to 1450 kev using a thin target. Resonances were seen at 669,
874, 935, 980, 1090, 1280, 1320, 1355, 1380, and 1430 kev. The eRect of false high-energy gamma-ray counts
resulting from the nearly simultaneous detection of two 6-7 Mev gamma rays in the reaction F"(p,ay)O"
was noted and a method for correcting for this eRect was devised. The intensities of gamma rays for the two
reactions were compared at each resonance. Also, the angular distribution of the 12-Mev gamma rays
emitted at the 669-kev (p,y) resonance was measured and found to be isotropic to within two percent
probable error.

INTRODUCTION

ESONANCES for the emission of 6.1-, 6.9-, and
7.1-Mev gamma rays from the proton bombard-

ment of Ruorine in the reaction P'(P,cry)OIe are well
known. ' It is also known that at 669-kev proton
bombarding energy the compound nucleus Ne"* can
decay by alpha-particle emission to 0"*and also by
gamma-ray emission to the 1.63-Mev level in Ne".

* Sponsored by the Office of Ordnance Research, U. S. Army.
t Now at Bell Telephone Laboratories, Murray Hill, New

Jersey.
t Now at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia.
$ Now at International Business Machines Corporation, Louis-

ville, Kentucky.
' F. Ajzenberg and T. Lauritsen, Revs, Modern Phys. 24, 321

(1952),

The energy of this gamma ray has been measured to
be about 12 Mev."It was the purpose of this experi-
ment to look for other resonances for emission of
gamma rays of energy greater than 8 Mev, indicating a
transition to some lower energy state of Ne".

The angular distribution with respect to the proton
beam of the 12-Mev gamma rays emitted at the 669-
kev (p,y) resonance in fluorine has been measured by
using two Geiger counters in an absorption-coincidence
measurement. 4 The distribution was found to be
isotropic within ten percent. In the present work,

s Rae, Rutherglen, and Smith, Proc. Phys. Soc. (London)
A63, 775 (1950).' J. H. Carver and D. H. Wilkinson, Proc. Phys. Soc. (London)
A64, 199 (1951).

4 S, Devons and II. G, Hereward, Nature 162, 331 (1948).,


