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amplitudes A,/Az is 1.6. The shift of the centroids of
the corresponding delay curves, taken without pulse
height selection, was (54=1)X 107" second.

Using next a light absorber (wire mesh) of the proper
transparency between crystal B and its photomultiplier
when measuring v’s, it was possible to adjust the «
amplitude distribution to that of the 8’s so that the rms
of the differences between corresponding ordinates was
4.9 percent (curve 3, Fig. 3). The shift of the centroids of
the corresponding delay curves (Fig. 2b) was (0.541)
X107 second, i.e., within statistical accuracy. From
this it appears that the equalization of amplitude
distributions to within a few percent, permits one to
make time measurements by the coincidence method
with an accuracy of ~10~! second.
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Inelastic Collision Cross Sections at 1.0-,
4.0-, and 4.5-Mev Neutron Energies

J. R. BEVSTER, R. L. HENKEL, AND R. A. NOBLES

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico
(Received November 22, 1954)

N recent years, sphere transmission measurements
have been used successfully to determine inelastic
collision cross sections.~ In this method the transmis-
sion of a spherical shell is measured by surrounding
either the neutron detector or the neutron source. To
minimize the difficulties caused by the highly anisotropic
T (p,n)He? neutron source used in this experiment, the
neutron detector was surrounded instead of the source.
The maximum spread in neutron energies was 160 kev
for the 1-Mev source and about 70 kev for the 4.0 and
4.5-Mev sources. A high-pressure hydrogen gas pro-
portional counter detected the 1-Mev neutrons. At 4.0
and 4.5 Mev, the neutron detector was a hydrogen
recoil scintillation counter consisting of nine spheres of
plastic phosphor, 0.100 inch in diameter, separated by
quartz to reduce gamma-ray sensitivity.® Each detector
was positioned at about 30 inches from the tritium gas
target in the forward direction. It was operated as a
biased neutron detector with about ten energy thresh-
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olds allowing ten transmissions to be measured simul-
taneously. This procedure was adopted to obtain infor-
mation concerning the energy spectrum of inelastic
neutrons produced in the spheres.

When calculating inelastic cross sections from ob-
served sphere transmissions, it is important to consider
the probability of multiple neutron scattering. The
errors which are made by not considering multiple
scattering were not investigated accurately until a few
years ago. At that time, Bethe?’ proposed a simple and
accurate method of evaluating multiple scattering in a
spherical geometry which agreed with both experimental
observation and detailed Monte Carlo calculations of
this effect.

We included the following effects in the numerical
analysis of the experimental data: (1) the multiple
scattering in the sphere, (2) the relative variation in
energy and intensity of neutrons over the solid angle
subtended by the sphere, (3) the effect of loss of energy
in elastic collisions with resulting reduction in counting
sensitivity, and (4) the effect of finite detector size
inside the sphere. Corrections due to these effects can be
computed using basically the Bethe method of analysis.
Since the magnitude of the third correction is large for
light elements and the higher energy thresholds, this
effect was computed by the Monte Carlo method for
increased accuracy. All corrections listed above depend
to varying extents on the shape of the elastic scattering
angular distributions and on the total neutron cross
sections. The known angular distributions at 1 Mev’
and the recently measured distributions at 4.1 Mev?
were used. To speed up the numerical analysis the entire
computing problem was coded for the Los Alamos
Maniac Computer by E. D. Cashwell, C. J. Everett, and
J. M. Kister. ‘

The cross sections given in Table I for 1-Mev neutron
energy were taken with the proportional counter biased
at 750 kev. With the exception of gold and silver, the
cross sections are relatively insensitive to the energy
threshold of the detector and are probably the entire
inelastic collision cross sections. This cross section for

TaBLE I. Inelastic collision cross sections.

Element 1 Mev 4.0 Mev 4.5 Mev

Beryllium 0.6240.05

Carbon —0.094-0.14 0.04+0.08

Aluminum 0.0440.08 0.75+0.05 0.72+0.06
Titanium 1.284-0.09 1.164-0.09
Iron 0.414-0.04 1.424-0.07 1.34+0.07
Nickel 1.354:0.09 1.504-0.09
Copper 0.2140.05 1.60+0.07 1.60+0.06
Zinc 0.1040.06 1.69+4-0.06 1.81+0.09
Zirconium 1.5640.07 1.59+0.09
Silver 1.614-0.16 2.054:0.10 2.0240.11
Cadmium 0.99-:0.06 2.0540.10 2.1240.11
Tin 0.0740.05 2.09-+0.10 2.1840.10
Tungsten 2.584-0.20 2.560.20
Gold 1.634+0.10 2.7540.12 2.6940.13
Lead 0.2340.04 1.84-+0.08 2.02+0.16
Bismuth 0.1240.04 1.984-0.10 2.1940.10
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gold at 1 Mev is estimated to be about 1.8 barns. The
1-Mev data were compared with the inelastic cross
sections obtained by Walt and Barschall.” For the
majority of the elements, the agreement is within the
experimental errors.

The cross sections given for 4.0- and 4.5-Mev neutron
energies were obtained with the scintillation detector
biased at 3.4 and 3.8 Mev respectively. The values do
not change rapidly with the energy threshold of the
detector. These data agree very well with inelastic
collision cross sections recently determined at 4.1-Mev
neutron energy in the elastic scattering angular distribu-
tion experiments.®

A more extensive report on the experimental pro-
cedure, numerical analysis, and results is being prepared.
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Multiplicity of Neutrons from the
Spontaneous Fission of
Californium-252*

Downarp A. Hicks, JouN Isg, Jr.,, AND ROBERT V. PyLE
Radiation Laboratory, Department of Physics, University of
California, Berkeley, California
(Received November 22, 1954)

HE neutron number distributions from the spon-
taneous fission of some of the transuranic ele-
ments are being measured with a neutron detector of
high efficiency. The first data to be analyzed are from a
sample of Cf?%? with about 300 spontaneous fissions per
minute.

The material was mounted in a fission chamber placed
at the center of a cylindrical tank of cadmium-loaded
liquid scintillator. The dimensions and construction of
this detector are nearly identical with the design of the
Los Alamos group.! A pulse from the fission chamber
triggered the sweep of an oscilloscope. The fission
neutrons were moderated in the toluene and captured in
the cadmium with a mean lifetime of 20 microseconds,
and some of the resulting v rays produced pulses in the

TaBLE I. Observed and calculated neutron multiplicities from the
spontaneous fission of Cf262,

No. of

neutrons 0o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Observed

distribution 1596 3200 2445 1001 214 33 5 0
True —65 4999 41407 +2970 42763 —107 4528
distribution 100 340 770 £950 1150 £600 +250 O
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scintillator which were displayed on the scope trace and
photographically recorded.

The numbers of fissions with 0, 1, 2, etc., defected
neutrons are given in Table I. A correction has been
made for a background of 0.75 percent. The average
number of neutrons per spontaneous fission of this
nucleus has been measured by Crane et al? to be
3.104:0.18.23 The 8494 fissions reported here gave an
average of 1.43 neutrons, from which we conclude that
our detection efficiency was 46.04-2.8 percent (probable
error) for this measurement. A Monte Carlo calculation
made at the Livermore laboratory indicates that this
efficiency is constant over the energy interval in which
nearly all the fission neutrons are expected to lie. Using
this value of the efficiency we calculated the number of
fissions vs the frue numbers of neutrons per fission; the
results are given in Table I.

It is seen that there is a large probability that all Cf2%
fissions emit at least one neutron, and the fraction of
spontaneous fissions giving seven or more neutrons is
certainly less than one percent.

The multiplicities of neutron production by spontane-
ous fission of natural uranium have been measured by
Geiger and Rose,* using equipment with a neutron
detection efficiency of three percent.

They were able to fit their data to a Poisson distribu-
tion, although other forms were not excluded. It can be
shown that if the true distribution is binomial with a
mean number of neutrons m, and the efficiency with
which a single neutron is detected is ¢, then the observed
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F16. 1. Observed neutron number distribution arising from the
spontaneous fission of Cf262.



