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Second-Order Corrections to Beta Spectra

P. F. ZwEIFEL
Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory,* Schenectady, New York

(Received December 1, 1953; revised manuscript received March 23, 1954)

The origin of small correction terms to beta spectra is discussed. The second-order corrections to allowed
spectra are presented for both pure interactions and linear combinations.

ECENT measurements!? of the beta spectra of
C* and Ni® which, according to the nuclear
shell model,** should show an allowed shape, have
indicated deviations at low energies. An attempt to
explain these deviations? is not consistent with the
parity and spin changes predicted by the shell model.
In the present paper, second-order correction terms
to allowed beta spectra will be presented. An attempt
to explain the experimental results on the basis of these
correction terms will be the subject of a future com-
munication.
In the Fermi theory of beta radioactivity,® the rela-
tive probability N(W)dW for the emission of a beta
particle into the energy range dW at W is written

N (W)AW = pW K2F (W ,Z)C nzdW, oy

where C.,, is the spectral correction factor for the nth
forbidden decay, the subscript x specifying the form of
interaction (i.e., S, V, T, 4, or P).

The quantities Cn, as computed by Greuling® are
incomplete, a fact which was pointed out for the case
of allowed spectra by Konopinski and Uhlenbeck.”
Actually, C,, should be written as the square of an
infinite sum

Cna:= lan+a1b+2+ tt IZ, (2)

where parity selection rules forbid the presence of terms
involving subscripts #-+1, n4-3, etc.

For an allowed scalar decay, for example, |ao|?
~| [B|?%, while |as|?~| [Br?|2. Presumably, |[B7%|? is
a fourth-order small quantity compared to | f3]2 and
is indeed negligible. However, the cross term involving
C(fB)Y(fB)*+c.c.] is of second order, and may be
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observable, particularly if some poorly understood
effect, such as ! forbiddenness, decreases the size of [
without acting on f32.8

The quantities [@g*as:+c.c.] are given below for the
allowed spectra.

Scalar:

—L(B)*(fB)+c.c. JGK*Lo+3KNo).
Polar vector:

LD (S 1)*~c.c.](FK Loy~ No)
+LUDIrD*+c.c. J(—§K2Lo+3KNo).
Tensor:
3L (JBo)- (fBaX1)*+c.c.](— 3K Lot+No)
+L(JBo)- (fBor®)*+c.c.J(—3K2Lo)
+L(SBa)- (f (Bo-)r)*+c.c.JL— (1/15)KNo].

Axial vector:

iL(fo)- (Jvst)*—c.c.](3KLo—No)
+L(fo): (for)*+c.c.](—3K2Lo)
+L(fe)- (S (e 1)r)*+-c.c.L(1/15)KN].

Although ordinarily selection rules and the transfor-
mation properties of the nuclear matrix elements
preclude any linear combinations of interactions in the
allowed spectra, there are second-order contributions
for combinations of S with 7" and V with T'. These are

ST: —i[(fB) (fBe-1)*~c.c. J(Not+-3K L),
VT: —il(f1)(fBe-n)*—c.c(Re+3KPy),

where Ry and P, are the radial function combinations
defined by Pursey.®
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