
LETTERS TO THE E D I TOR

Preliminary calculations have been carried out on the basis of
Eq. (6) for emulsions. For Ag and Br one should expect to have
an intermediate case between I and II, but nearer to II than to I.
A more precise definition is dificult since the photoelectric cross
sections of Ag and Br as functions of the energy of the incident
photon are not very well known. We have carried out calculations
in both limiting cases I and II. The results are reported in Fig. 1
together with the experimental data of Morrishs and Daniel
et cl.,' both experimental and theoretical curves being normalized
to 1 for E~~.

According to this theory, as the kinetic energy of the ionizing
particle becomes larger than its rest energy, a relativistic increase
of both the specific ionization and the emitted Cerenkov radiation
should be expected in dense media. In gases, there should be an
increase of specific ionization and of excitation. In this case the
emission of Cerenkov radiation of moderate intensity should
become appreciable only at larger energy.

A detailed account of this work will be published in Il nlovo
cimento.
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T has been shown' that for a medium with no absorption and
- - described by a single type of dispersion oscillator, the relativ-
istic rise of the ionization loss should escape as Cerenkov radiation.
This result is in disagreement with the observed rise of the
ionization pulse of p, mesons in crystals' and with the relativistic
rise of the grain count in emulsion. In actual cases, the index of
refraction n has contributions from the various absorption limits.
Moreover, most of the Cerenkov radiation should occur near the
line frequencies where the absorption coefficient is large. It will
be shown that when these eGects are included the resulting energy
escape is small {&0.01 Mev/g cm~) both for macroscopic
crystals and for emulsion.

According to Fermi's theory, 4 the energy escaping to a distance
larger than b from the particle is'

Ws= Rlf —P' &~k*Ki(k*b)Ko(kb) dc,
2e'b ~ 1

1+a
where a is 4~ times the polarizability and k is the square root
with real part ~0 of

k' = (aP/e') (1—P') —{aPo/c') . (2)

In order to treat the case of emulsion, we take b=0.13@, ( grain
radius). Since

~
k

~
b is generally )1, we may use'

Ko(kb)=(7r/2kb)~ exp( —kb), (3)

K,(k*b)—(s./2k*b) & exp( —k*b). (4)

Equation (1) becomes
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a is given by~
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where f;, co;, 2g; are the oscillator strength, frequency, and
damping constant of the ith absorption limit. Equation (6) is
obtained from the Kramers-Kallmann-Mark theory of dispersion
and gives good agreement with measurements of n in the x-ray
region. r Fourteen terms in Eq. (6) were considered corresponding
to the E, I-, 3IIz, Mzz zzz limits of Ag and Br. The co; were
obtained from the table of Sommerfeld s the widths 2g; were
taken as~ 11.2 ev for the E limit of Ag, 4.7 ev for E of Br, 3.2
ev for the I. and 3II limits, and 1 ev for the E limits
of both elements. Equation (5) was integrated numerically for
P=1, giving 2.2X10 ' Mev/g cm s. This value is considerably
smaller than the rise of the ionization loss (0.12 Mev/g cm~) for
two reasons: (1) Because of the absorption bands on the high
frequency side of each absorption limit, the index of refraction
does not attain as large values as would be predicted for a single
narrow line. In fact, n does not rise much above 1, except for
Ace&0.47 ry below the ultraviolet absorption band. Since the
condition for Cerenkov radiation is essentially n) 1, this leads to
a sharp reduction of the Cerenkov loss. {2)The effect of absorption
is pronounced because the radiation is emitted in the forward
direction so that it travels a distance )b before leaving the
grains traversed by the particle.

In the visible region, where the absorption is negligible
(o,=real), Eq. (5) reduces to the Frank and Tamm expression,
in agreement with the result of Fermi4 for a single dispersion
oscillator.

In view of the result for emulsion, the Cerenkov loss for a
macroscopic crystal is negligible compared to the ionization
pulse, since the factor expL —(k+k*)bg decreases rapidly as b is
increased. A more detailed account will be published soon.
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A SURVEY is made to find the p-transitions most suitable
for a p —v (recoil) correlation experiment to determine the

Fermi part of the p-decay interaction. The most favorable parent
isotope appears to be A".

,The linear combination in p-decay appears' to be half Fermi
(F) and half Gamow-Teller (G). Absence of 1/W terms in allowed
spectra~ shows that F must be pure S or pure t/', and G must be
pure T or pure A. Measurements3 of p —v correlation on He6
show that G= T. One now seeks a suitable case for determining
the F component by p —s correlation.

The G component is excluded only in a 0—+0 transition; and
the only known examples (C'0 and 0') have energetic gammas
following the p-decay, which disturb the recoil and make the
experiment almost prohibitively difIIcult. In allowed transitions
where AI=O but I;=Iy/0, both F and G components will be
present. For mirror image transitions the matrix element of F is
unity and of G is e~. The p —v correlation function for this case


