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It is the object of the present investigation to include the thermal motion of the medium in the treatment
of neutron diffusion, under the simplifying assumption that the collisions are such as between hard elastic
spheres. The methods used are those previously established by the author in radiative and gas-kinetic
transfer. They only have to be adapted to the present purpose. This is done in Sec. II. Boltzmann s original
equation which is quadratic in the distribution functions is linearized by the assumption that the velocity
distribution of the molecules is Maxwellian. The treatment of the resultant transport equation is diferent
for "thermal" and for "fast" neutrons. Section III deals with thermal neutrons by the method of "moments. "
The distribution function is assumed to be of the form: Maxwellian factor times arbitrary function of
direction, the latter written as a series of general spherical harmonics. Thereby, and by the use of a theorem
due to Maxwell, the fundamental equation may be reduced to an infinite system of linear differential equa-
tions which have been previously treated. The case of arbitrary geometry is treated to second-order moments
(inclusive). For the case of cylindrical symmetry a recurrence relation for the moments, to any order, is
derived. In Sec. IV the case of fast neutrons is treated by the method of iterated integrations. In order to
make them straightforward the kernel of the integral equation is transformed into the standard form. This
is achieved by characterizing the collisions in a way which is different from that usually applied. A simple
example for the working of the method is given and the results are discussed.

nor the earlier work on radiative transfer, seem to have
been noticed by the later workers in the field, and some
work has been duplicated. Naturally, important results
which have been derived since then are not to be found
in those early papers. However, in some regards they go
considerably beyond what has been achieved since that
time, such as by not being restricted to specific geomet-
ric conditions, 4 by including time-dependent processes
(A, p. 624; 8, p. 458; J, p. 249), and even the existence
of a given external force field (J, p. 248), which case
corresponds to an inhomogeneous medium in radiation
theory (8, p. 501; C, p. 470).

It is the object of the author in the present paper to
establish methods for dealing with the problem, not to
arrive at results of practical applicability.

I. INTRODUCTION

'~INURING
the last decade important progress has

been made in the theory of neutron diffusion by
a variety of methods. ' As far as the author is aware,
however, all previous treatments are subject to an im-
portant restriction. They do not take into account the
thermal motion of the ambient medium, the "moder-
ator, " since they invariably assume that the molecules
of this medium are at rest when they are hit by the
neutrons. As long as this assumption is made, it is
evidently impossible to investigate the inhuence of
temperature on the diGusion process, or even to derive
in a rational way the simple fact that the neutrons are
not slowed down indefinitely but arrive ultimately at
"thermal velocities. " It is the object of the present
investigation to close this gap of the theory.

Methods for dealing with the problem have been
available for a good many years. As early as 1930 the
author' treated the fundamental Boltzmann equation in
a way which makes it directly applicable to the present
purpose. By considering what happens in a molecular
beam directed in a given direction, rather than dealing
with a certain neighborhood in the field, the author
transformed the Boltzmann equation to the form which
is now frequently called a transport equation. . Further-
more, he treated this equation by two methods, the
method of "moments" and the method of "iteration, "
which he had developed still earlier in his theory of the
anisotropic radiation 6eld. '

Neither the author's work on gas-kinetic transfer

II. THE FUNDAMENTAL EQUATION

If the thermal motion of the medium is to be included
in the theory, it becomes imperative to go back to the
original form of the Boltzmann equation which is
quadratic in the distribution functions and not to start
from a linear transport equation as occurs in the theory
of radiative transfer. We shall write the fundamental
equation in the form which was obtained in J, but for
the sake of simplicity we shall restrict ourselves to the
simple case of elastic collisions between spherically
shaped particles. Furthermore, we shall assume that
there is no external force held.

We refer the index 1 to the neutrons of mass m1 and
the index 2 to the molecules of mass m2 of the medium.
Let f(ri, ci, t), abbreviated by fi, be the distribution
function for the former, and F(r&, c&, t), abbreviated by
F2, the corresponding distribution function for the

*Work supported in part by the ONR.
'For a summary of the work done see R. E. Marshak, Revs.

Modern Phys. 19, 185—238 (1947).
2 G. Jaffe, Ann. Physik 6, 195—252 (1930).We refer to this paper

in the text with J.
3 G. Ja6'e, (A) Ann. Physik 68, 583 (1922); (B) Physik. Z. 23

500 (1922); (C) Ann. Physik 70, 457 (1923). We refer to thes
papers in the text with the symbols A, B, and C.

4The linear problem was treated merely as an instance for
various aspects of the general theory (A, p. 608, 619; C, p. 465),

e and the case of spherical symmetry was developed by a pupil of
the author in Leipzig: H. W. Becker, Ann. Physik 81, 1 (1926).
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molecules of the medium. ' Furthermore, let 0 be the
radius of the "sphere of action, " i.e., the sum of the
radii of mI and m2, g the relative velocity of m~ versus m2,
and 8, (0&8&~/2), the angle between g and the line
of centers z, drawn from m~ to m2, at the moment of
collision. This line is to be contained within an in-
finitesimal solid angle dQ, in order to make the collision
well defined. Finally, der~ and 0+2 are the "cells in
velocity space" containing the velocities c& and c2 before
collision. Primes, wherever they appear, refer to vari-
ables after collision.

With all these conventions the rate of change of fi
along any straight line s of given direction may be
written in the form (see J, pp. 207—208, with the changes
appropriate to elastic collisions)

(1/ci)~fi/~~+~fi/»=~(fi, F2),

where the integral operator

+(fil F2) (1/ci) ~(fi F2 fiF2)& g cos ~d~sd~2 (2)

represents in the mell-known way the excess of gains
over losses by collisions between neutron and mojecules.

In general, Eq. (1) should contain a second term re-
ferring to collisions between neutrons themselves [Bo,
Eq. (25)].However, at this point the first simpli6cation
of the neutron problem as compared with the general
gas-kinetic problem, may be introduced. Under ob-
servable conditions, the collisions between neutrons are
such rare events that the term referring to them may
be omitted.

Qf equal importance is the second simplifying as-
sumption which we introduce, namely, that the distribu-
tion function of the molecules may be considered to be
given independently of their collisions with the neu-
trons. Again, the collisions of neutrons with molecules
occur at such relatively long intervals of time that after
each collision the molecule can restore its thermal equi-
librium before it is hit again. This means that we may
assume F2 to be a given function, and no second equa-
tion for F2 besides (1) is required.

It will depend on the physical circumstances which
form for F2 is adequate. YVe shall assume that the tem-
perature is high enough to eliminate quantum .effects
and that the inQuence of the binding of the molecules
in the lattice may be disregarded. The latter assump-
tion, implicit already in Eq. (2), is rather far reaching;
however, it certainly represents a 6rst approximation
in dealing with the thermal motion of the medium.

With these a,ssumptions the velocity distribution of
the molecules may be considered to be Maxwellian, i.e.,
of the form

F„=A2 exp( —h2c22),

~ Our notation follows as closely as feasible the one used in I
and in L. Boltzmann's classical Vorlesungen uber GasIheorie (I.
Teil, Joh. Ambr. Barth, Leipzig, 1896).%e refer to the latter with
the symbol Bo.' See reference 1, p. 186.

with
A 2= Ng(h2/m) &, h2

——m2/(2hT),

with
fi(ri, ci) = exp( —hici') fi*(ri, Xi, pi),

fi*(ri, ).i, p.i)= Q P 2 II„(Xi,pi),
en=0 p=o

This expresses that we have represented the vector
cI. by polar coordinates, cg, XI, pg, with regard to any
6xed system of coordinates in velocity space.

Limiting ourselves to the stationary case we assume
that the coeKcients A & depend on the position vector
rI only, and neither on time nor on the quantity c~. This
latter assumption is an important restriction as com-
pared with the more general treatment in J and will be
discussed later.

'Naturally it has to be defined accurately what is rpeant by
strong and weak absorption (A, pp. 601, 614) and by short and
long mean free path (J, p. 226).

'The II ~ introduced by us are, except for the normalization,
essentially the same with the Y& frequently used in wave me-
chanics (e.g., see: Leonard L Schiff, Quantum Mechanics (McGraw-
Hill Book Company, Inc. , New York, 1949), pp. 72, 73. %e were
forced to use the old notation and normalization in order to retain
agreement with the older papers.

and, thereby, our fundamental Eq. (1) becomes linear
with regard to the unknown distribution function fi.

For some purposes it is desirable to generalize Eq. (1)
so as to include true absorption, characterized by a
coeKcient of absorption a,b„and formation of new
neutrons, characterized by a source function Si(ri, ci, &),

which is not necessarily isotropic. Then the fundamental
equation takes the form

(1/ci)8fi/Bl+Bfi/Bs= J(fi, F2) a.bsf—i+Si. (5)

It was shown by the author that, in the theory of
anisotropic radiation, the treatment has to be diGerent
according to whether absorption is "strong" or "weak, "
and in the treatment of Boltzmann's original equation
the cases of "short" and "long" free path have to be
distinguished. v Correspondingly, in the present case the
treatment of the fundamental equations (1) or (5) be-
comes diGerent for "thermal" and for "fast" neutrons.
This distinction introduces in a most natural way the
two methods of moments and of iterated integrations.

III. THERMAL NEUTRONS

If the neutrons are supposed to be of thermal ve-
locities, but not by any means isotropically distributed,
it is reasonable to represent the distribution function as
the product of a Maxwellian distribution into a series
progressing with general spherical harmonics. In order
to simplify the writing we shall use the notation previ-
ously introduced (J, pp. 211—212).s

Thus, we assume for fi a representation of the form
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When the expressions (3) and (6) are substituted
into the integral operator (2) the sum of the kinetic
energies after collisions can be replaced by the corre-
sponding sum before collision, and the factor exp( —hici2)

can be drawn before the sign of integration. Thereby
Kq. (5), with 8/81=0, reduces to

&fi*/ds =4 (n—(ci)+nabs) fi*+&*

Here we have introduced the following abbreviations:

The direction of the line of centers, z, may be fixed
in the usual way by two angles, 6 and e, relatively to g,
with the result

dQ, = sin8d@d~.

ow we perform the integrations in the order dx, d~,
d8, d$, dc2. The first of these integrations can be
achieved by the use of Maxwell's theorem already
mentioned. In our notation it states (Bo. p. 171)

Ji= (A io /ci) ' exp( —h2co )

and

X(P A~"II~"(lEi, pi ))g cosiMQ8do»,
tR, P

n(ci) = (A&a'/ci) exp( —h2cg )g cosvidQ dM2,

S*=Si(ri, ci)/(exp( —hicP)).

where I' is the Legendre polynomial of order m. When
the integration with regard to dg is performed, those
with regard to de and d8 become immediate and we
obtain

(12) Ji——(2irA2o'/ci) P A &II().i, ui)

It is our object to transform Kq. (9) into an infinite
system of partial differential equations for the coeffi-
cients A &. In order to do that we have to develop the
left-hand side into. a series of general spherical harmonics
and to perform the integrations in (10) and (11) in such
a way that the corresponding terms in (9) also become
series of this type. Finally the coe%cients of equal. har-
moiucs on both sides of (9) have to be equated.

The integral in (11) is well known (Bo.p. 62), namely

n(c,)= 1/l~(ci) = (N2o2s &/P)

X kexp( —8)+(28+I) ~I exp( —1")d3' (13)
0

P= hici2.

Its reciprocal, X(ci), represents the mean free path of a
molecule m~ of speed c~ traveling through a gas of
molecules m2, n2 in number per cc. The mean free path
so dehned appears here without any ambiguity, and
its dependence on c~ will prove to be of importance in
the later work. For (m,/mi)~~, or for T~O, n(ci)
reduces to

(15)

which is larger than the Maxwellian value by the
factor 2~.

The integral in (10) is not as simple, since it contains
the angles Xi', p, ~' after collision. Fortunately, these can
be eliminated by the use of a theorem on spherical
harmonics due to Maxwell.

Since ci is to be kept constant for the integrations in
(10) we may fix c& in polar velocity coordinates, c&,

p, x, versus ci as polar axis. Thereby do» becomes

d M2 =C2 slI1pl@lxdC2. (16)
The function in (13) is tabulated in: J. Jeans, An Introdgction

to the Einetic Theory of Gases (The Macmillan Company, New
York, 1940), Appendix V.

06 ~+I
X) exp( —h2c22)c22dc2 I'„(x)gCh. (19)

0 —1

In order to integrate with regard to dh=sinpdp we
develop the relative velocity

g= (ci +cg —2cic2 cosp)1 (20)

into a series progressing with Legendre polynomials

g=g h (ci, cm)P„(cosy),
n=o

where we have set

n„= L4ir2o'A 2/((2m+ 1)ci)j
X I exp( —h2c22)h„c2sdc2. (23)

Thereby we have obtained our object of representing
the integral Ji in form of a series like (7). It remains to
evaluate the coeKcients b and n . This can be done by
quite straightforward procedures based on the de6ni-
tions (21) and (23).

The first coefficient, no, is identical with n(ci) as
defined by (13). The subsequent ones become increas-
ingly more involved. Therefore, we shall be satished to
state the results for P Lsee Kq. (14)]larger than about 3.

b„(ci, cm) = L(2N+1)/2j I' g(x)P. (x)dx.
-1

If this development is substituted into (19) only the
term with e=m remains on account of the orthogonality
of the Legendre polynomials, and we obtain

(22)
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~ss = Oabs+ CSO CSm. (25)

Therefore also the treatment of the linear differential
equations remains exactly the same as exposed in A,
and we shall only quote the generalized results. In first
approximation the series (7) is broken off after the four
first terms. This means restricting the representation to
the local density, n„and the (vector) flux, F„both
referring to neutrons of specified velocity c&. These
physical quantities are related to the coefficients 3 & in
the following manner:

n„=4m exp( —hgcP)cP&oo, (26)

Neglecting terms of the order exp( —P) we find

~o = ~-(1+1/8), (24a)

nz= [n {4/(3m'*).)/$][ —1+1/(SP)], (24b)

&o= (~ /(10P) lL —1+15/(148)j. (24c)

These results indicate that, with the exception of Np,

all n's are negative and become rapidly smaller as $
increases. Now $ increases with mo and, in the limiting
case of (mo/mq)))1, no becomes n„and all other a' s
vanish. In that case our results become identical with
those of our old radiation theory where the "emission, "
i.e., the term corresponding to the gain J~, is treated as
isotropic.

This leads to an important remark regarding a
generalization of our theory. The factor g in (10) ex-
presses, by its dependence on P, how the gain in the
beam c~ depends on the angle between the velocities c~
and c2 of the two colliding particles. This dependence is,
of course, limited to the specific nature of the collisions,
i.e., elastic collisions in our case. If the nature of the
collision is changed the angular dependence may vary
and may be expressed by any other function of c&, c&,

and @, say one suggested by experimental results. This
would not invalidate our method as long as the function
in question shows cylindrical symmetry and, therefore,
may be written as a series like (21). This would change
only the values of the constants b and n . Thus any
kind of anisotropic scattering, in gas-kinetic as in radia-
tive transfer, may be treated by the same method, if
only the scattering is cylindrically symmetrical.

Following the program given above, we have now to
develop the left-hand side of Eq. (9) into a series of
harmonics. This has been carried through con1pletely
in the author's radiation theory LA, Eqs. (24) to (26)),
and there is no need for reproducing the lengthy
formulas. Nor is it necessary to write down the differ-
ential equations which are obtained by the comparison
of the two sides of (9). They are identical with those
given in the old paper $A, Eqs. (27), (42), (43)j with
only one exception. In the case of isotropic scattering
to which the older theory applies the absorption coeffi-
cient (there called n„) is the same in all orders. In the
present case the effective absorption coefficient, n *,
which replaces a„, will be different for each group of
(2no+1) equations of order m, namely,

and

(F.);=(4n./3) exP( —hrcro)croA~', i=0, 1, 2. (27)

The differential equations of zero and first order lead
to the equation

V'n, =3n~*(aab.n, —4orcr'S~)

for the density m, . The Qux is given by

(28)

where we have introduced the abbreviations

and
q (c&) = (A &o'/c&) exp( —h&co )co',

a = O (A) +&absg

(31)

(32)

and where dQi signifies an infinitesimal solid angle
which contains the direction ) i', pi'.

Now we multiply Eq. (30) by P (cosh&) and inte-
grate over

(33)dpi = sinkidhid pi.
This yields

—
~

P~(cosh, )f,*dQ,=C„—~K„+S„,
dx~

(34)

"See Appendix I.

F,= —(c~/3m~*) gradn, (29)

The treatment can be carried through in a similar
way if the five moments of second order are added, "
which means taking into consideration the pressure
tensor (J, p. 221).

So far the treatment is entirely general concerning
the geometry of the field. Whenever a solution of Eq.
(28) can be found, Eq. (29) yields the flux. However,
the boundary conditions can be given only in a rather
restricted form, by prescribing either the density, or
the normal component of the Qux at the boundaries.

A more general, and more rational way of giving the
boundary conditions is to prescribe the distribution
function itself at the boundaries in all directions leading
into the field (A, p. 592). In order to treat this more
comprehensive problem higher moments have to be
introduced. The more anisotropic the incoming radia-
tion is, the more terms have to be considered.

From here on we shall restrict ourselves to problems
of cylindrical symmetry, i.e., to cases where the dis-
tribution function reduces to a simple series of Legendre
polynomials. We shall prove a theorem which permits
of calculating all moments by a recurrence relation.

Since we are assuming cylindrical symmetry now
there will be a distinguished direction. This we choose
as x axis and measure the angles, 'A~, pi, with respect to
the x axis as polar axis. Then Eq. (9) can be written in
the form

cosh~ dfq*/dr= ~I oo(co)f~*(Xr', nr')g

XcosddQsdcodQi' —nfl*+ S*, (30)
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if the mth moment, E, is defined by

K = ~f,*P dQ, =(4 i/r(2 m+1))A (35)

and if the abbreviations

and

C~= ~t y(ci)P~ cosd'dQ, dc2dQiJI gfi*dQi', (36)

S = S*I' dQg (37)

are introduced. If S*is isotropic all S 's vanish with the
exCeptiOn Of S0.

Transforming the left-hand side of (34) by the recur-
rence relation of the Legendre polynomials we obtain

((m+1)/(2m+1))dK ~i/dx
= —(m/(2m+ 1))dK~, /dx nK—„+C„+S„(3.8)

Now we treat the integral C in exactly the same way
as we treated Ji above introducing a series of form (7)
for fr*, making use of the Maxwell theorem (18), and
adding in the end one integration with regard to dQI

(Eq. (33)).This yields

The procedure has been shown at length in the older
paper (A, pp. 607—612).

It is easy to extend the method of this section to the
more general case where the temperature of the medium
js a prescribed function of space. It becomes necessary
only to combine the coeflicients A "of Eq. (7) with the
exponential factor of Eq. (6) into new coefficients. All
transformations remain the same, and the system
of di6'erential equations for the new coefficients is
unaltered.

The contents of this entire section are, however,
limited to neutrons which are already slowed down to
thermal velocities, though they may still exhibit ani-
sotropy to any amount. "This restriction is due to our
assumption that the 2 &'s are independent of c~. If this
assumption were dropped the development (6), (7)
could represent distribution functions which depart
much more strongly from the Maxwellian distribution
(as in I, p. 213). However, Maxwell's theorem, which
proved to be essential for the treatment in this Section,
would not be applicable any more, since c&' would be
dependent-on y, and the first integration in J~ or C
could not be performed by the aid of that theorem.
Therefore, another approach is indicated for "fast"
neutrons.

C =o. E. (39)
IV. FAST NEUTRONS

If this is introduced into Eq. (38) and the integration
with regard to x performed we obtain the recurrence
relation

((m+ 1)/(2m+ 1))K„+i———(m/(2m+ 1))K'

—n * K dr+ 8 dx+8 +i, (40)
0 0

where n * is defined by Eq. (25), and where P +i is a
constant of integration.

It should be remarked again that the recurrence rela-
tion remains valid if g(p) is replaced by a different
function of p, provided this function has cylindrical
symmetry and can be developed into a series like (21).
Only the values of the constants b and o, *are changed.

The recurrence relation (40) can serve to calculate
successively any number of moments, and thereby the
distribution function, provided the 6rst two, E0 and E~
are known. These two can be obtained from the first-
order solution given above [Eqs. (28) and (29)7."Since
each step introduces a new constant of integration,
sufFicient constants may be obtained to satisfy the
boundary conditions to any desired degree of accuracy.

"It has been shown by the author (A, pp. 609—610) that in the
plane problem which we are dealing with now A0'= —o.„CIx+C2,
A j0=CI, (with CI and C2 constants), is a rigorous solution of the
infinite set of differential equations in the case S&=0. It is easy
to generalize this solution for a nonvanishing source function,
and it may serve as a starting point for the application of (40).
Also the higher approximation for the first four moments (A,
pp. $1Q-613) may be used for this purpose.

The method which lends itself to the treatment of
this case, and even to the treatment of all velocities, is
that of iterated integrations (A, Sec. 2(b), p. 615 and I,
Sec. 4, p. 238). However, the Boltzmann equation in
its original form (1) makes the actual performance of
the necessary integrations very inconvenient, since in
the "gain term" the integration is over dco2, i.e., over
the velocities of m2 before collision, whereas the distribu-
tion functions depend on the velocities after collision.
Therefore, we shall first transform the gain term in such
a way that it corresponds to the standard form in the
theory of integral equations. This transformation will
prove to be the crucial step in this section.

We limit ourselves again to stationary problems, we
retain the assumption (3) for Fi (with much better
justification now) and add a term for true absorption
and a source function, as in (5). Then the fundamental
equation takes the form

dji/ds= Ji—afi+Si,
where n is given by (32), and Ji is now defined by

(41)

Ji——(A io'/ci) ~t exp( —h2c2")fi'g cosddQ, d&o2, (42)

f, being not expressed in any speci6c form.
Since the integral J& "collects" the gains out of all

directions and velocities we wish to represent it as an
integral with regard to d~~'. This, however, cannot be

~ A beam of thermal neutrons emerging from a reactor would
present such a behavior.
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dQ, dco2= lMQd~Mq . (43)

This calculation is somewhat lengthy but straight-
forward and yields

(44)6= (p/cos8)',
where

achieved by transforming d~& into der&' by the use of the
collision equations: the Jacobian becomes zero.

This is readily understood by examination of the
well-known Maxwell vector diagram for an elastic
collision (Bo. Fig. 2). It is then seen that the definition
of the collision gets lost by the indicated transforma-
tion. A collision can be specified in a variety of ways.
The only one used until now is that underlying the
integral operator (2), i.e., the collision is characterized
by c&, c&, and the direction of the line of centers, z, at
the moment of collision. This represents eight indepen-
dent parameters altogether. If, now, it is attempted to
replace c& by c&' the collision cannot be specified any
more by the direction of z, since this direction is given
already by that of c&'—c&. Therefore it becomes neces-
sary to specify the collision in a new way. This can be
done by giving, besides c& and c&, the direction of the
relative velocity g before collision. Then Maxwell's
diagram can again be constructed in a unique way.

It follows from this consideration that dQ„ i.e., the
infinitesimal solid angle containing z, has to be replaced
by dQ„ i.e., an infinitesimal solid angle containing g.
Then the collision is again specified by eight indepen-
dent parameters. Consequently we have to calculate the
Jacobian in the equation

to the result'4

E(c&, c&*)= 2z.A2c» exp( —h2XO)

X " J,(4l) exp(-P*V)id', (50)
0

with the abbreviations

Xo——p'cP —(1—p)'c,"+2@(1—p)cracy cosp, (51)

and
P*=h2p'cgP, y = 2h2pcggcg' sining'. (52)

The angle 8~' is the one between c~' and (c~' —c~),
p is the angle between c& and c&' as previously, and
Jp(iy) is the Bessel function of order zero and purely
imaginary argument.

The integration in (50) cannot be performed in
closed form, but two important limiting cases can be
obtained. If the velocity of the neutrons, c&, is of the
thermal order the factor y will be of the order 1 in the
domain where the integrand contributes essentially.
Therefore JD(ill) may then be replaced by unity and
the remaining integration is immediate.

We are not interested in thermal neutrons at present.
On the other hand, if c~, and therefore also c~~ are large
compared to the thermal velocity= (1/h2)', yl will be
large in the important region" and Jo(iaaf') may be
replaced by its asymptotic value. Then the integration
can be performed again" and leads to the Anal form of
the kernel for fast neltroes, namely

p = (mg+mg)/(2m2), (45) E(ci, cr') =e~(h~/z ) l exp( —h~X)/cia, (53)

where
g= pcyy/cos8,

Cyy= Cy —Cy

(46)

(47)

In consequence of (44) and (46) the integral (42) can
be written in the form

and 8 is the angle between the relative velocity, g,
and the line of centers, z, as heretofore. "

Furthermore, it follows from Maxwell's diagram that
the relative velocity can be expressed in the new
variables by

where

with

df~/ds= PJ~K(c~, c~')f~'d~r' —~f~+S~, (55)

X=Xo—cs sin

=[pc& —(1—p)cy +(1—2p)c&c& cospj /cyP. (54)

Combining (53) with (48) and (41) we obtain the
fundamental equation in the form

Jg= (o'y'/c~) )I f~'K(c„cg')da&g', (48)

K(c~, c~') = exp( —h~X)/c~~, p = o'p'e2(h~/z) &/c~ (56).
Since the kernel has the standard form now, Eq. (55)

can be solved by a Neumann series'
where the kernel, E, has the desired representation and
is given by f Q ps/ (i)

i=o
(57)

E(cg cf ) =Am~ exp( —h2c2")c&~(sin8/cos'8)d6dg. (49)

Here 8 and q are the polar angles for g with regard to
cy—cy as polar axis.

The kernel can be simplified by performance of the
two integrations. The integration with regard to g leads

"See Appendix II.

'4 See Appendix III.
'~ Since, under our assumption, &exp(—P*P) has its steep

and narrow maximum at g,„=(1/2P*)&, yg „„will have the
value (2h2) &c1' sinful'.

"We have neglected terms of the order (1/(h2y'c112)).
'7 The singularity of the kernel, c» ', does not affect the applica-

bility of the theory of integral equations. Compare: D. Hilbert,
Grundsuge einer allgemeinen Theoric der linearen Integralgleich-
ungen (B. G. Teubner, Leipzig und Berlin, 1912), pp. 267, 276.
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This leads to the zero approximation

f,&'&=f, exp( —ns)
S

+exp{—ns) exp(ny)51(y)dy, (58)
sp

along a straight line s of any direction in the field, if

fi is the given value of fi at the point so where the line
enters the field.

The subsequent approximations are given by

fi "&=exp( —ns) exp(ny —h2X)c» '(f1&' ")'do&1'dy,
dip

i=1, 2, . (59)

The method can be extended to time-dependent
problems by taking the integrations in a "retarded"
way (C, Sec. 5, p. 458 ff.), and also the case of an ex-
ternal force field can be included (J, p. 248). It should
be pointed out, furthermore, that the solution (58), (59)
remains valid if the temperature is a prescribed function
of space. This generalization sects only the quadra-
tures to be performed.

Before the method is applied to a simple example it
may be of interest to point out two limiting cases to
which (55) leads. If m2&»&11, the parameter &1 becomes —',,
and h1~~. The exponent h2X [Eq. (54)] reduces to

h2X (h2/4)(C1 Cl ) /C11 ) (60)

The cross section just introduced has to be dis-
tinguished from the cross section for scattering which
is usually considered and which might be obtained by
the same procedure from the expression (11). The
diGerence is caused by the fact that, in the process of
scattering, it need not be considered what change the
speed undergoes, whereas for the gain the change in
speed has to be just such that the neutron is brought
into the velocity group c&. This is the essential circum-
stance which makes the gain term so much more difficult
to handle than the loss term, and it results in a diferent
angular dependence of the differential cross section for
gain as stated above. The result (63) can be verified by
direct derivation.

As a simple example for our method we treat the case
of a parallel, monochromatic beam of neutrons imping-
ing normally on the plane surface of a semi-infinite
scattering medium. The beam is to have equal density
over the entire surface.

We choose the normal to the surface, pointing in-
ward, as x axis with its origin in the surface. Directions
will be fixed by the polar angles, 8 and C, with the
x axis as polar axis. Thus s in the fundamental equation
(55) signifies a straight line forming an angle 4 with
the x axis.

We describe the incident beam by a 6-function

f (c, 8 )= C&&(c —c*, 8 ), (65)
with

indicating that the integral will contribute only for
c'=c~, as it should be. In performing the integration
we may treat c» as a constant for any fixed angle &t and
obtain

)18(ci c, 81)ci dcidQ1= 1 (cm/sec) . (66)

Hence c~=c* is its speed and Bi=0 its direction. We

f +& (61)
disregard true absorption and formation processes

&ebs =
)

Then the zero solution becomes
Thus the gain, i.e., the scattering into the direction

of s is isotropic and we have obtained one of the forms
of the fundamental equation of our old radiation theory"
with the absorption coefFicient 0.„=0. .

We shall treat m2=1, i.e., hydrogen, as the second
limiting case, and we shall, furthermore, assume that
the molecules are at rest when they collide. This means
p, =1 and T—+0, or h2~~. Then the exponent becomes

h2X=hgci (ci ci cosp) /cii . (62)

Consequently the integral contributes only for

ci= ci cosp) 0&/( 1r/2,

as it should be. The integration yields

dfi /ds= (1/4m') i o*(fi )ci'=ci/eosydQ'& nf i+Sr, (63)—

with / o&t1h2e "differential cross section for gain, "
given by

o. /su= 41rng)/(&11 cos'Q). (64)
"Compare A, p. 618 Eq. (IId) combined with the subsequent

equation.

f1&"=C exp( —n(c*)s)&&(ci—c*, 81). (67)

Substituting this into (59) (with i=1), we obtain for
the first-order solution

f1&1&=E(ci, c*))~b(ci'—c*, 8,')d&o, '1if, &»(x, 8,), (68)

4'1&'&(x, 81)=exp( —n(ci)s)

X expL(n(ci) —n(c*) cos81)yjdy. (69)
aJ gp

The integral in (69) is easily performed though the
cases 81 m./2 have to be distinguished. For 81(w/2
the integration begins in the surface (so ——0), for
81)m./2 at infinity. This yields

%1 &1& (X, COS81) = [ezp (—n (C*)X)
—exp( —n(ci) x/cos81)]/X,

0&81&1r/2, (70a)
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@&"'(x, cos8&) = [exp( —n(c*)x]/1V,
n./2&8&& m. , (70b)

with the denominator

LV = u(c&) —n(c*) cos8&.&9 (70c)

Now the final expression for the first-order solution
takes the form

Hence there will be a finite contribution of thermal
neutrons, even after the first collision. By integrating
over the velocity spectrum (for a given direction) we find

P)~f&. "cPdc,= (C/4&r)u„

X [1/(h c&c* cos'8 )]4 &"(x, 8&). (75)

with
j,&'& = C[exp( —hqX*)/c&*]%'&~"(x, 8 ), (71) In the case cI=c*, i.e., hIcI'»1, the kernel will be

different from zero only for

X*=[pc&'—(1—p)c*'+(1—2p)c&c* cos8&]'/c&*', (72a) c&= c&' cos8&, 8&& m./2, (76)

and
c&.. ' ——cP+c*'—2c&c* cos8&. (72b)

p fg&'&cpdc& ——(C/4n. )n 4,o&(x, 8,). (73)

Therefore the angular distribution is determined by
N&& ) exclusively and becomes isotropic if a narrow inci-
dent beam is considered (see above). In the case m~= m2

the exponent is given by (62) and the velocity distribu-
tion is somewhat involved. We treat the two cases that
the velocity c& is either "thermal" (i.e., c&= 1/(h2)') or
"fast" (i.e., c&=c*). For thermal neutrons" we have
h2 ——hi, h&c&'=1. Consequently the kernel boils down to

X*=exp( —h&c&2 cos'8&)/c*. (74)

'~ It is in the expression for N where the distinction between
u(cI) and e(c*) becomes of importance. However, this fact makes
itself felt only in the calculation of the higher approximations,
i.e., for i &1. For i= 1 the second term in (70a) prevents a singu-
larity at &1=0 even if e(c1)=n(c ).

2' It might appear contradictory to apply our result to thermal
neutrons since we used a kernel limited to fast neutrons (see p.
606). It should be pointed out, however, that for the calculation
of the kernel in the first-order solution the value of c* is relevant,
as is shown by Eq. (68), and we still assume that c* is much larger
than 1/(hI) &.

It should be pointed out that the solution (71) has a
singularity, at c&——c* (i.e. , at c&=c*, 8&=0), but the
singularity is integrable if integrated over dcoj.

The velocity distribution is given by the factor
E(c&, c+); the distribution of intensity in the scattered
beam, in its dependence on position, x, and direction,
8j, by 4i(". It is easy to show that the latter factor
would reduce to exp( —n(c*)x) if an incident beam of
negligible cross section would be considered.

The first order solution represents conditions as they
result from the consideration of neutrons which have
undergone one collision (J, p. 252). Therefore it would
be valid if a slab of absorbent medium were to be
considered whose thickness is appreciably smaller than
the mean free path X*=1/n(c*).

We briefly discuss the two cases m&)&mi, and m&= m&.

In the former case h2—+~ and the exponent is given
by (60). Hence the velocity spectrum in the scattered
beam contracts to a narrow line about c&——c* as m2/m&

increases indefinitely. Integrating over cPdc& we start
from Pf&o& (which is the contribution to f&'") and And

and the velocity spectrum contracts for every direction
to a narrow line about the velocity (76). The total
number of neutrons in this beam is found to be

p) "f,&'&c&2dc& = (C/4x)4n„'0, &'&(x, 8&) (77)

APPENDIX I

If the series (7) is broken oG after the second-order
terms, the problem can still be treated in a general way
if a potential function, C, (called in A the "radiation
potential" ) is introduced. By similar calculations as in
the old paper (A, pp. 605 to 607) it can be shown that
the differential equation for C becomes

V'C —agC+ a2Sg ——0,. (79)

relative to the contribution of f,&'& Hence . the number
of fast neutrons is larger than that of the thermal ones
by a factor of the order c*/c&&,„.There are no other
groups of velocity in the scattered beam except the two
discussed, since the exponent in E* makes all other
contributions negligible.

We shall not enter here into the calculation of higher
approximations. They are all performed easily in an
approximate way by treating the kernel in the preceding
solution as a 6-function (on account of the denominator
c»); then this kernel reproduces itself. Otherwise
lengthy calculations become necessary and it is difficult
to obtain the asymptotic solution for x~~ by the
addition of the series (57). It can, however, be obtained
by a more direct procedure by assuming it to be of the
form

f,=exp( —ax)E(c,, c*)4(8&), (78)

where the kernel for thermal neutrons has to be used
(see Eq. (49)).

The case of a point source in an infinitely extended
medium can be treated in a way very similar to the
linear problem.

Note added in proof:—The author is obliged to Dr. Richard K.
Osborn for pointing out to him that the integral (50) is known
in explicit form (see G. N. Watson, Theory of Besse/ Functions
(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1944), Sec, 13.3, Eq.
(1), p. 393). If the correct formula is used the result is the same
as the one obtained by the author who used an asymptotic pro-
cedure. Hence the final form of the kernel, Eq. (56), is not limited
to "fast neutrons, " but holds for all values of the parameters.
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with the abbreviations

~1 &~ j. &2 O'abs ~3q

(32 42rC1 (22 /(33i

(80a)

(80b)
cosP = V'/cll. (85)

have been introduced. The angle 8 between g and z is
given by

and
(33 ——(32*+(4/5) (3.b, . (80c)

When 4 is determined from this differential equation
the first four moments are obtained in the following way

n.= (3 (3*1(3%2(31)3C'+(16 c2r/15(33)S 1 (81)
and

F,= —gradC. (82)

APPENDIX II

In the calculation of the Jacobian in Eq. (43) the
following considerations should be taken into account.
It is customary to fix the direction of the line of centers,
z, relatively to the relative velocity, g. In a similar way
in our choice of collision parameters the direction of g
may be fixed relatively to (cl' —cl). This is perfectly
legitimate as long as integrations are to be performed
which keep c& and c2 in the old system, or c& and c&' in
the new system, constant. However, if the five variables
c2, e. (with e, a unit vector in the direction of s) are to
be transformed into c~', e„ the unit vectors e, and e,
may not be fixed any longer relatively to g or (cl' —cl),
since these vectors are varied themselves in the pro-
cedure. Consequently all five variables of either system
have to be defined in one and the same fixed coordinate
system.

Let the components of c& in this system be I&, v&, x &,

etc. ; furthermore, let 8„g, be the polar angles for z,
and 8„g, the corresponding ones for g. Then the five
expressions relating the old set of variables with the new
set become

232=231+pC11 cos82/V,

v2 ——v1+ pell' sin8, cos17,/ V',

w2 =w1+ pell sin(l slut) / V,
Cos(l(~ = (Nl 331)/C 11,

tang, = (wi' —wl)/(vl' —vl).

(83a)

(83b)

(83c)

(83d)

(83e)

The five second-order moments A2'(i=0, 1, 2, 3, 4)
can be expressed in terms of partial second differential
coefficients of O'. For (3,» ——0, nl*=c(:*=(3„Eq.(81)
reduces to the result of the old paper [A, Eq. (46)].

Now the calculation of 6 is straightforward (some
work may be shortened by introducing x,=cos8, and
x3= cos8, as new variables).

A further remark may not be out of place. We have
based our calculation of the gain term in (2) on Boltz-
mann's original expression, which makes use of the con-
cept of "inverse collisions. " One might think that this
represents a detour and that the gain term could be
calculated in a more direct manner by first setting up
the usual expression for the number of direct collisions,

by then expressing g in terms of cll by Eq. (47), and

by finally integrating over dQ, d~j'. The last step of this
procedure would be erroneous because it would assume
arbitrarily 6= i, in contradiction with the result in the
text. In replacing g by c» a change of variables is
implied which necessitates a corresponding Jacobian.
Therefore, the laborious calculation of the latter cannot
be avoided by starting from direct collisions.

APPENDIX III

In order to perform the integration with regard to g
in (50) we first have to obtain an expression for c2' in
our variables of integration. Now we have

(86)

or, by the aid of (46),

C2 = Cl + (Cl(P/COS8)
—2cl'(clip/co&) cos(g', cl'). (87)

For the integration with regard to 8 and g, c~ and c&',

hence also c~~=cj'—c~ are being kept constant. Conse-
quently we may fix the directions of g' and c&' with
regard to c~~ as polar axis. I et the polar angles be 8',
p', and 8&', p&', respectively. Now the angle between g'
and (cl' —cl) is the same as the angle between g and
(cl—cl'), and the vectors g, g' and (cl—cl') are in the
same plane; consequently 8', p' may be replaced by 8, q.
This leads to the final expression for (c2')', namely,

C2 =Cl + (Cl(P/COSP)

2Ilcl'c»[—costi'+tan8 sin81' cos(2l —ql')]. (88)

Here the abbreviations

Cll ((231 231) + (Vl Vl) + (Wl Wl) ) (84a)

If now tan6=t is introduced as a new variable the
result (5) is obtained, since

V = (Ql Nl) cos&,+(»'—») sind', cosll

+ (wl' —wl) sin8, sinll„(84b)
p

2 1r

J exp(rl cos(2l —2ll'))de= 22rJ (z'yp). (89)
0


