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The most important effect of these new data is on
the discussion in Sec. IV. The "possible" curve in
Fig. 7 can now be constructed by extrapolating the
(dP/dT)M curve in helium II from 1.74' to intersect
the (dP/dT)pr curve in helium I at 1.764', so that a
better agreement with the "predicted" slope is obtained

(using a new (dP/dT)q 54——.5 atmos/deg). A difference
of a factor of three or more still exists in the slopes,
however, and this seems to be outside experimental
error.

Details of the capillary blocking and X-point-pressure
experiments will be published elsewhere.
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In this paper the effect of second-order radiative displacements of the energy levels of a bound electron
on hyperhne structure separation is examined, and a correction to the Fermi formula for s levels is obtained.
The treatment is based on an approximate evaluation of a finite, completely renormalized, and exact ex-
pression for the second order energy. The correction, which is restricted to atoms of small aZ, is found to be
fn/2x —cd(5/2 —ln2)]E~, where E& is the Fermi energy. The e8ect of this and other corrections to the
Fermi formula on the presently accepted value of the fine structure constant is discussed.

INTRODUCTION

'HE interaction of the quantized electromagnetic
6eld with the electron field modifies the properties

of the electron and thus causes displacement of the
energy levels of electrons bound in atomic or prescribed
external fields. The existence of electromagnetic dis-
placements was 6rst recognized through observation of
energy level separations, and it is through precise
measurement of these separations that the various pre-
dictions of quantum electrodynamics are accessible to
detailed experimental investigation. Previous theo-
retical treatments of this problem have been limited by
the fact that weak field approximations are made in the
process of recognizing and removing charge and mass
renormalizations. In the case of the hyperfine structure,
the radiative corrections have never been calculated
directly, previously obtained results having been in-
ferred from the anomalous magnetic moment of the
electron. ' It has long been realized, however, that a
direct evaluation of the second order radiative dis-
placement might yield, in addition to the effect of the
second order moment, corrections to the hyper6ne
structure frequency of order n'Z. As such corrections
arise from the high momentum parts of the external
field and electron wave function, their evaluation and
comparison with experiment may serve to extend the
domain in which the theory has been investigated.
Furthermore, in view of the important role played by
the hyperfine structure formula in recent determinations
of the fine structure constant, it is clear that such cor-
rections may signilcantly affect the numerical value
which one obtains. ' '

*Work supported in part by the Signal Corps and ONR.' J. Schwinger, Phys. Rev. 73, 416 (1948).
~ H. A. Bethe and C. Longmire, Phys. Rev. 75, 306 (1949).' J. A. Bearden and H. M. Watts, Phys. Rev. 81, 73 (1951).
4 J.W. M. DuMond and E.R. Cohen, Phys. Rev. 82, 555 (1951).

where
H, (x) = —j„(x)A„(x)/c, (2)

and
j„(x)= ,'Zecg(x)—y„p(x) p(x)y„—p(x)] (3).

The operators f(x), g(x), and A„(x), which describe
the electron-positron and electromagnetic fields, respec-
tively, satisfy the equations of motion

8$ ie
+ ——r„A„'(x)+zp P(x) =0,

Sp, AC

(4)

5 N. M. Kroll and W. K. Lamb, Jr. , Phys. Rev. 75, 388 (1949).
6 J.B.French and V. F. Weisskopf, Phys. Rev. 75, 1240 (1949).' R. P. Feynman, private communication.
8 J. Schwinger, Proc. Nat. Acad. 7, 452, 455 (1951).
9 F. J. Dyson, Phys. Rev. 75, 486 (1949).
Io W H Furry~ Pllys. Rev. 81& 115 (1951).

THE SELF-ENERGY FORMULA

In order to deal systematically with the energy level
displacement problem it is desirable to begin with an
exact expression for the second order correction. Such
expressions in noncovariant form were in fact the
starting point of the earliest calculations of the level
shift' and have been given in covariant form by
Feynman' and Schwinger. ' We shall briefly derive these
here following the methods of Dyson. '

As a starting point we consider our theory to be cast
in a modified interaction representation in which the
eGects of the external potential appear in the equations
of motion for the field variables, while that of the inter-
action between the electron and photon fields appears
in the interaction Hamiltonian. "That is, the develop-
ment of the wave functional in time is described by
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8$ ie
~„yy(x) ——~„A„(x)+Ks =0,Bx„kc

ClsA„(x) =0,

(5)

(6)
X, X

l
I iR

and the usual commutation relations. A„'(x) is a speci-
fied external potential.

Mass renormalization can be formally inserted into
these equations by means of a unitary transformation
which takes (2), (4), and (5) into

to) (b)

H, (x) =c 'j„(x)A„(x)—L(K Ks)/Ks]2&scsg(x)P(x)
(2')

=H1(x)+H2(x),
(c)

Fro. 1. Feynman diagrams for the self-energy of a bound electron.

&»iP ie
+ ——y„A„'(x)+K P(x) =0,Bx„kc

8$ ie
y„+p(x) y„A„'—(x—)+K =0.

~xp, kc

Equation (1) has the well-known solution

+Lt+) = U(t+, t-) +Lt-l,
where

U(t, t )=+-
-=222! l. &&tc)

(4') electron. One obtains

—(i/It)(t+ —t )t&,z=
(5')

xTrLy„sp'(xr, x1)jd4x,d4x,

i) AC t +

i (—')'—I y.(*) .S'(, ) .(kc) 4 8]

X rt&a(x1)DK(x2 xl)d4xld4x2

AC a'+
+

I I
(-'s)'— j.(x2)~„y(x2)DK(xs —x,)

Efic) 4 &&

xPLH, (xr), , H, (x„)]d4x,. d4x„.

Second-order radiative corrections are contained in

1(—i)2 p'+
U&2&(t4. , t )=—

~ ~

I d4x, d4x2
2&)sc) &&

j t+

Xf LH1(xl) Hl(x2)]+ H2(xl)d4xl
kc

since II2 is already of second order in the coupling
constant. The second-order correction to the energy of
an electron in a stationary state u of the external
potential is given by the relation
—(i/!2)(t+—t )aE~2&

= imaginary part (111, U(t+, t )1fr ), (7)

where 4, is the wave functional of the uncoupled elec-
tron photon system corresponding to the presence of a
single electron in the specified state and no photons.
The time difference (t+—t ) is to be taken large, and
any oscillating dependence on the limits t+ and t is to
be ignored. Equation (7) simply states that a change in
the energy of the state 0 manifests itself by a change
in phase. The real part of the expression on the right
side of (7) corresponds to the decay of the state 4',
arising from a transition to a lower energy state accom-
panied by emission of a photon.

The expression (7) can be conveniently analyzed by
means of Feynman diagrams in a manner entirely
analogous to the corresponding problem for a free

0 P'+
+— 2&2C2 I p, (xr) p, (xr)d4xt, (8)

fic I(:p

corresponding to the diagrams in Fig. 1. @,(x) and
tt, (x) are the normalized c-number solutions of the
Dirac equation and its adjoint (4' and 5') corresponding
to a designated stationary state. DK(xs —x1) is the
photon propagation function dered by Feynman and
Dyson (the notation and normalization are Dyson's),
while SK'(x2, x1) is defined in a manner analogous to the
free electron propagation function by

2SP (x21 xl)a&2 (f Na(x2)1 A(x1)7)0e(xl) x2))

where ( )s denotes the vacuum expectation value. "
We shall refer to the energy represented by diagram

(a) as the fluctuation energy, t),E&;&'&. lt contains a mass-
like part which is to be just canceled by the energy
corresponding to diagram (c).

The energy corresponding to diagram (b) will be
referred to as the polarization energy. It can be written
as"

—ie p'+
AEI = P (xr)y„A„(xr)g (x1)d4x1, (9)

c(t+ t ) J&—
"Note that the vacuum state with respect to the matter Geld

is defined by the condition lit+(x)%0=0 and 1T! (x)+0=0 and
differs from the vacuum state used in the free particle interaction
representation.

'2 SK'(x2, x2) is to be understood as —', Lim [SK'(x2', x2")
X2 2 X2 X2

+SK'(x2", x2') j where x2' is earlier, x2" is later than x2. [See
Schwinger, Phys. Rev. 82, 664 (1951).] This definition insures
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where

and

de6ned by"

A„~(xr)=(z/2c) DF(x& xo—)j„(xz)doxz, (1p) ~ (x) I ~ ( )h(p p )e~o, .d p

j„(xz)= ziec TrL&„S+'(x&, x&)j= (j„(x&))o. (11)

An explicit form for S~'(xz, xr) in terms of the sta-
tionary states of the external potential is given by

—,'Sp'(xz) xg).e

t'
SF (x2) xr) ' Srp (p2) pl) fi[(p2 pl)0]

Xe&(go'&2 Pl'&lid p d p (14)

Dp(x) = Dp(k)e"'dok= -d4k,
J (2or) 4 & k'

P
Ep (0

Use of this form in (8) followed by integration over the
time variables in de~ and d4x~ reduces the above formula
for AE to the possibly more familiar form used by
Kroll and Lamb' and French and Weisskopf. '

We shall, in fact, And it convenient to carry out one
time integration at this time. In view of (12), Sp'(xz, xr)
depends upon the time-like components of x~ and x2

only through their difference xo= (xz—xr)o. This same
remark applies, therefore, to the entire integrands of
8(rr) and 8(b), while the integrand of 8(c) is independent
of the time-like component. Thus in the limit t+-+~,
t=+—~ one time integration may be performed
immediately, yielding

DE=realpart icrorkc —
~ p, (xz)y„S~'(xo, x&)y„

XQo(xr)DE(xz xl)dxldxzdxo

A„'(x)=) A„'(tl)b(qo)e"' doq,

A„~(x)= ~t A„~(q)fi(qo)e~ doq

Inserting these in (13), carrying out the coordinate
space integrations, and the trivial momentum space
integrations, we find

DE=Re crhc(2rr—)' ~$,(pz)y„Sr'(pz k, pr k)——

d4k
Xpp4o(pr) dptdpz

k'

ie(2or—)' po(pz)y„A„(Pz —pr)P. (pt)dptdp,
~J

IC KD

"(2 )' "e.(p)e.(p)dp (15)

(a) Renormalization of the Polarization Energy
ze) y. (x—,)yQ„(xr)y. (x )txdr

K Ko

We erst note that as a consequence of its de6nition
and the equations of motion (4') and (5'), Sp'(x&, xr)

mc' "y.(xr)y. (xr)dxr . (13)
Ko

REDUCTION OF THE SELF-ENERGY FORMULA

Although the expression (13) is exact, AE&o& contains
an in6nite mass term which must be isolated and
canceled against hE~'), while AE&~) contains an infinite
term corresponding to a charge renormalization which
must be recognized and removed. The renormalization
program will be carried through in such a way as to
yield an expression which is still exact and whose
individual terms are Rnite and well defined.

We first rewrite our expressions in momentum space
by introducing the appropriate Fourier transforms

that (j„(xol)o ooec Tr(y„S=s(xo, xolj=0 for zero external field.
It is for this reason that diagrams like (b) are omitted from the
usual Feynman rules, which apply for a representation in which
the matter field operators obey a free particle equation of motion.

BSp' ie
—+ y„A „'(xz)+»—S—r '(xz, xt) = 2z84(xz —x,),

8$2p „ IIC

(16)

BSg' - ie
yl, +Sr '(xz, xr) ——y,A, '(xr)+x

8$]p, Ac

= 294(xz—xr),

"The following remarks concerning the notation may be useful.
Four vectors will be denoted by ordinary type (p, k, etc.) while
boldface type (p, k, etc.) will be used to denote their respective
space parts. The notations p„k„and p k will be used inter-
changeably to denote the four dimensional scalar product, so that
peak~

=p ' k =- p' k —ppkp. It is hoped that the use of the same
symbol for a function and its Fourier transform will not be a
source of confusion. They are, of course, not the same functions of
their respective arguments.
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which in momentum space take the form

(zy ps+i')ss'(ps, pi)

ie 2i
=—

i & A (p, p,)—S;(p„p,)dy, +
kc 0 (2rr)4

and

s '(p p)( 'p+ )

(17)

ie 2'
Ss'(ps) ps) y A'(ps —pi)dys+ 8s(ys —yi).

Pic & (2v)'

1'y'pi —K

Xv A'(ps —pi)
pi'+ a'

(M ) $'y'ps —ir

+I —
I(kc3 pss+ a'

Z7'pi —K

XSs"(ps—q, pi+q')y A'(q')dydee'
p 2+~2

((2ir)'y (ie y=s.(p )~,(y —y,)—) I (
—[s,(p,)

2i) —t.kc)

x~ A (p, —p,)s,(p,)

(ie l ' ((2rr)') '
+ I

—
I I . ~

s.(p.) "v A (~)
Ekc& ( 2i)—

Xss'(ps q, pi+q')p A'—(q')dqdq' Sr (p,). (18)

Iteration of these equations in combination then yields

Sp'(ps, pi)

—2i i'y ps —ir (l8 ) L'y ps —K

&s(ys-yi) —
~

—
I

(2rr)' ps'+ir' kfsc) ps'+i~'

The first term of (20), which contains the infinite
constant factor A, is the well-known charge renor-
mal. ization term and is to be henceforth ignored.
8A„~(q) is the part of the polarization potential which
arises from the third term of (18) and is of importance
only in the case of a strong external 6eld. It is, however,
finite and entirely free of effects to be attributed to
renormalization. Using (20) but omitting the renor-
malization term we find for the second-order polarization
energy, the 6nite exact expression,

p1
AEr = ie—(2v)'cr

~

dv y.(ys)

»'(1- sv')(Ps-Pi)'v A'(Ps-Pi)
X P.(yi)dyidys

4~'+ (ps —pi) '(1—v')

ie(2v) ~ 4'u(ps)v ~A'(Ps Pi)4.(Pi)dyidys.

(21)

(b) Rearrangement of the Fluctuation Energy

The fluctuation energy can be treated in a manner
entirely analogous to our treatment of the polarization
energy. That is, Ss'(ps, pi) appearing in AZ& & can be
replaced by the right side of (18). The first term then
contains the mass term which one cancels with AE'&,
while the 6rst and second terms each contain an in6nite
charge term which can be isolated and are found to just
cancel. The remaining expression is then finite and
exact. This particular separation of term, s, while
straightforward, turns out to be unsuited to the approxi-
mations which we shall subsequently make. %e use
instead a separation of terms which is due to Feynman"
and is'based on the pair of identities, "

2ipi„—s Y

v.= L~v (Pi k)+—x]—
k' —2pi k

2ip,„iy kg„—
+ I iy Pi+ir], (22a)

k' —2p, k

2sps„—iy„y k
y„=[iy p,+~)

k' —2ps k
On inserting the expression (18) for Sp' in (19) one finds
that the contribution from the first term vanishes, while
that of the second is identical to the weak field polariza-
tion potential which has been computed many times
before. Using this result in the form quoted by Karplus
and Kroll'4 we have

2zpss —spry ~ k
Liv (ps —k)+ aj. (22b)

k' —2ps k

'5R. P. Feynman, private communication. The authors are
indebted to Professor Feynman for describing this method to them.

~~ It is to be noted that each of the two terms appearing in these
identities are singular at the zeros of the denominator. It is con-
venient to displace this singularity from the real axis by replacing
k~ —2p k by k2 —2p k —k, where ~ is a small positive quantity. It
is then possible to treat these denominators on the same footing
as those arising from Dz(k) and Sz(p) and thus to apply Feyn-
man's contour integral method to the evaluation of the k-space
integrals. While e will not be explicitly displayed in any of our
formulas, it is to be tacitly understood that these quantities are to
be set equal to zero only after the entire calculation is completed.

n (' 2v'(1 —-', v')
A ~(q) = AA„'(q)+ q' —dv-

2v ~p 4s:s+q'(1 —v')

XA.'(il)+&A. (a) (2o)

"R. Karplus and N. M. Kroll, Phys. Rev. 77, 540 (1950).
Equation {14).

The de6nition of A„~(x) given by (10) and (11) yields
for A„~(q),

A„(il)= e(2rr)'D, (q) —Tr[q„s;(p, p q)]g,p. (19)—
al
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XS, (pz k q2& pl k+ql) Cp(ql& pl& k)

d4k
Xq4(pl) dpldpzdq, dq2& (27)

k2ie
(27'pl+K)&p (yl) I

7'A (Pl Pl )4' (Pl )dPl
kc~

where,
2zpl» —27 ' k7

(23) Q,„(ql, pl, k) = —7 A'(ql)
k' —2pl kie r

&f&»(P2) (27 ' p2+ K) — &t&»(P2 )7 ' A (p2 p2 )dpz ~

Ac~ 2i(p, +q,)„—i7 k7„
7 A'(ql), (28)

k' —2(pl+ql) kApplying these as well as (17) we obtain'2

hE&'&= C+I.+Q (24) 2ip2, i7„—7 k
8,„'(q2, p2, k)= —7 A'(qz)

k' —2p2 k

where

z7 (p+k) d4k
C=4ikca) &t,(y) y, (p) dP,

k' —2p k k'
(25)

2i(p, q2)„—z7„—7 k
7 A'(qz) (29)

k' —2(p2 —
q2) kf'ie q p 2ip2„—i7„7 k

I.= 22I'z—c42~ —
~

I p, (P2)
Ekc) J k' —2pz k We now proceed to a rearrangement of (24) with the

objective of isolating and removing renormalizations.
From (25),2zplzl z7 ' k7 d4k

X7'A (P2 pl) 4»(pl) dpldp2
k' —2pl k k'

C=4Ncn) y.(p)I(p)@.(p)dp,
k' —p2 k+p2'

+4 4.(p.)-
(k' —2p2 k)'

with
t 27 (p+k) d4k

I(p) =
(k' —2p k) k'd4k

X7 A'(pz —pl)4~(pl) dpldp2, (26)
k2 Following the procedure of Karplus and Kroll, "we find

We insert these in expression (15) for AEK", the form (icy '
(44) for the 7 on the right the form (b) for the 7„on the Q= kc42(2zr)'~

~
Aa(pz)8&'(q2& pz, k)

&I'zc) &left. Each free electron operator, i7 p+ K, then appears
with the appropriate momentum and adjacent to a
wave function or the propagation function Sp'. Now in
addition to Eq. (17) for SK' we have

-z7 P(1+x) xzP2

I(p) =~~dxd4k +xi7 p(k'- p'x')' (k'- p'x')'

9izr2 3 ~ d4k 3 3= —Kz +- +(z7 p+K) —mzr2+—
4 2 4 (k2+K2)2 4 2 & (k'+K')'

d4k

I' [27 p+K][2.7 p(1 2») 2K(—1 »)—][i7 p—+K]——z7r2 d». (30)
K

Inserting (30) into (25) and applying (23) we find

K Ko f 3 3 I. d4k (z'c q
m" ~I 4.(p)4.(p)dp+4kc~ -~'+-z ' 4.(P2)7 A'(P2 —pl) 4.(Pl) dpzdpl

kp 4 2 ~ [k2+K']' &kc) 6

f'zc p
' I. [27 p, (1—2») —2K(1—»)]

+6zr2IZCn~ —
~

I &t.(P2)7 A'(y, —y,) 7'A (Pz Pl)4'»(Pl)dpldpzdpzd»& (31)
E kc) ~ K' —(p22+ K')»

—~0 + 9m'2 ~S p d4k

K&& (2zr) ' 4 2 ~ [k'+ K']'

"It is worth noting that the form of (24) is very similar to that of the expression which would have been obtained had (18) been
substituted for SJ'(p&, p1). in hE( ). The essential difference is the appearance of the factors Q, , 8 in Q in place of ip A'(q1)
XSp(p1—k)y„and y„SJ(p&—k)iy A'(q2). The significance of this difference will be discussed later."See reference 14, Kqs. (16) to (23). The expression I(p) above is very similar to I(ip p+~) there evaluated.
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X )t 4' (p2)7'A (p2 pl)q (pl)dpldp&

f'icy' p—67r'kca~ —
~

~~ y.(p,)y A'(p2 —pi)
Efici ~

['v P3 «]—
y A'(pi —p,)y.(p, )dpidpidpgds

«' —(pi'+ «') s

($8 )+2~'&c~~ —
I

"&.(»)A.'(p~ —»)
&kc)~

X&.(p~, pi)y. (pi)dpidp~+LD, (32)

where"

&.(p pi)

(p&
—p,)' p' ( 2 —6y(1 —y) y(1 —y) ~

[dydjAI2

i(p& Pi) eu f'

1 dy
+ I f (5/2)(1 —2y)(p, '—p, ')y„

o

+(iy pi+«)y„(iy p,+«)

2('v pi+«)'v. k—v.(iv pi+«)'—

iy(p P). :(—iy P+—)

+i(1 y)(iv P2+«)(P2 —Pl) & )

with

+i
a) 0 ft2+22

Zi2 1 «
—2[(pi2+K~)y+(p&2+«2)(1 y)

—(P —P )'y(1 —y)],
A.i' = 1—«

—'[(pi'+ «')ys+ (pi'+ «') (1—ys)
—(Pi-Pi)'ys(1-y)]

' In writing out {33) we have omitted terms of the form
q A'{q). We are at liberty to choose our gauge so that this quan-
tity vanishes and shall do so.

The first term is the well-known divergent mass term
and is just canceled by hE('). The second term is also
divergent and corresponds to a modification of the
electron's charge. It will be canceled by a similar term
in L.

Applying similar methods to (26) we find

3 3 t' d4k (ie qI.= —4hcn —ir +m
2 a [k~+«~]~ gkcj

L~ is that part of L which diverges in the infrared.
It is given by

/ie ) t' P2qI.n = 8ikcn
~

—
~

y.(pg)
Ekcj & k' —2p2 k

x( — )~ A (p,-p,)(k' —2p2 k k' —2pi k j
d4k

X$,(p,) dp2dpi. (34)

There is, of course, a compensating divergence in Q.
In order to make evident the fact that Q+I.D is finite,
we note that Lz may also be written

(ie ) ' t' 2i(pi &)—„
Ekcj & k' —2(p, —q,) k

2'L pi~

y A'(e)5'~'(P2 —
q~ Pi+qi)

k' —2pg k

(Pi+qi)~ Pi~
X

k' —2(pi+q, ) k k' —2pi k

d4k
Xv A'(ai) 4.(pi)—dpidp2dglde (35)

k

In order to verify the identity of (34) and (35) one need
merely note that (17) and (22) imply

(ie/kc) p(p&)[f(p&) f(p&)]v'A (p2 p&)

X&'(p&, p)dp~dp&= —[2i/(2~)']4(p)f(p),

where f(p) is any function of momentum which is
diagonal in the spinor indices. The coefficient of (35)
is equal in magnitude and opposite in sign to that of Q,
while it is apparent that in the limit of low k„, the two
integrands become identical.

We obtain Anally for the fluctuation energy

t'$8 p
&~p= &&"+~&"= 2s'&«~ —

~
it/. (p2)

(kcj J

XAp (p2 pi)+p(P2p Pi)4'a(pl)dpldp2

)ie y
'

t—6ir'kcn~
~

tp. (pg)y A'(pi —pi)
(Ac) ~

[2iy pas+«(1 —2s)]
X 7 A'(pi —pi)

«' —(pi2+ «') s

Xe.(pi)dp dp dp~«+(Ln+Q) (36)
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THE FORM OF THE EXTERNAL POTENTIAL

In order to apply the general expressions derived
above to the problem of hyperfine structure it is neces-
sary to specify the form of the external potential. We
shall confine our attention to hydrogenic atoms; for
these the potential is given by

e—A '(r)=-
L

where 0! 18 the finc structure constant Z the atomic
number, and p the nuclear magnetic moment operator.
The first term is simply the Coulomb potential produced
by the nuclear charge, while the second is the magnetic
dipole potential produced by the nuclear magnetic
moment. p can be conveniently expressed in terms of
the gyromagnetic ratio, g, the nuclear magneton,
(e~(k/2M@, and the nuclear spin operator, X, by
It=g(~ e~ 5/2Mc)X, yielding

e snZ n m (1 l—~.'(r) =— 44+—g—» ~l —
i (3&)

hc r 2~ M kri

From (14) one easily 6nds

i' a ns iX+q
8@4+—g-

2m. 2q2 2K M 2~2q2

EVALUATION OF THE POLARIZATION ENERGY

The polarization energy appears as the expectation
value of the polarization potential for the state in
question. The polarization potential can. be regarded as
consisting of a Coulomb part, which is independent of
the nuclear moment, and a magnetic part which involves
the nuclear moment linearly. The magnetic part is
simply a modification of the nuclear magnetic field and
can accordingly be expected to produce a modification
in the hyperfine structure. There is, however, also an
C6'ect from the Coulomb part which arises from the
fact that the lower energy hyperfine structure states
are the more tightly bound, and therefore spend more
time in thc I'cglon where thc CouloD1b poIRDZRtlon
potential is large. These two CGects are, in fact, exactly
equal, and we shall arrange our calculation in a way
which makes this apparent at an early stage.

We consider first the contribution of the first term
of (21),

(ie qAEp'= —hc (2 )'~ —
(

~' d ~ y, (y)
&kcl ~0

»'(1-'~') (P2-P )'v ~'(P2-y~)
4.(pi)dyidy2

4~+ (p2 —pg) '(1—v')

(ie )= —Acn(2+)'i —
i

de2n'(1 ——',s')
kkc) ~0

e e
=—~."'(q)+—~.'"'(a)

kc Ac
(3g) v ~'(P2 —pi)4. (y~)

&& ~' 4.(P2). . .L(P2'+")
4"+(p2-p~)'(1-~')

where the superscripts (E) and (H) refer to the electric
and magnetic parts of the potential, respectively. The
Fermi formula for the hyperfine structure together with
the Sreit relativistic correction is obtained simply by
treating the magnetic potential as a small perturbation,
thus

E~= —«(2~)' 4.(p )v ~' '(P —P )4.(p )dymdy~.

For 5 states, which will be our principal concern here,
this formula yields '0

Err= 3sng(5t/M)(&0 /tP)(1+5 n Z ) (e' X}mc2, (39)

+(PP+")—2("—p.') —2p~ P23dp~dp~,

where p, is the time like component of pq and p2 and
is determined by the state. For hyperfine structure the
third term of the above expression is, apart from a
numerical factor, essentially hE~)& (»'—p, ')n. (~'—p,')
is of course proportional to the binding energy or (nZ)',
so that this term is a correction of order Oj'Z2EII and
can be ignored. The contribution of the last term to
hyperfine structure is also of order a'Z2Ez. Now, noting
that p'+a'= —(iv p ~)(iv p+z) a—nd recalling (23),
we find that the first two terms yield

where $0 is the value of the Schrodinger wave function
at the origin. The energy for the higher angular mo-
mentum, states is of the same order of magnitude.

In considering radiative corrections to (39) we shall
confine ourselves to terms which are linear in the
nuclear magnetic moment. These corrections will be
expressed as multiples of E~ and will be confined to
terms of order n and 0.2Z.

o E. Fermi, Z. Physik 60, 320 I', 1930);and G. Breit, Phys. Rev.
BS, 1447 (1930). The subscript e in b„refers to the principal
quantum number of the state in question. Breit's results imply
by=3 j2, bg ——1/ j8.

v.~'(y~ —p3)bv PB
—~jv ~'(ya —yi)

(y,)
4a'+ (pa —pg)'(1 —v')

X4.(yi)dyAP2dy3

V ~ (P2 P8)[iV'P3 «jV'~ (P3 Pl)+ e.(P2)
4a'+ (pg —

pm) '(1—w')

+4.(pi)dpxdp2dpa (4O)
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Equation (40) involves the external potential quad-
ratically and makes no reference to which factor A„'
appeared originally in hEI' and which factor arose from
application of the wave equation. It is therefore clear
that the two effects discussed in the first paragraph are
equal. Relabeling variables and noting that the two
terms of (40) are equal, we obtain

aZp'= 2izcn(2zr)'~ —
~

~ dv2v'(1 ——',v')
J

4.(pz)
(izc) J 0

form on the left. We 6nd therefore that

n'Z m
G(0, 0) -. g

—y4e X i dv2v'(1 —-', v')
6m4a 3f "p

dq
X

q'(4»'+ q'(1 —v'))

cxZ m
g
—y4a X i d'v2v (1—zv. )

6~4» m ~, .(1—vz)~

v A'(p —p —q)Lzv (pi+q) —«jv A'(q)
X

4»'+ q'(1 —v')
since

aZ m
g
—o X

16m-~' M

We now consider

X4.(pi)dyidyzdq.

Thus"

I' v'(1 —-'v') 3
d8 =—.

~ p (1—v')& 16

(ie p
z

dv2v'(1 —-,'v') "dq
i ac) ~

10!Zx' m
AEp ~ g mc —

J P, (pz) y4e Xg,(pi)dp, dpz
2 ~' M

p A'(pz p, —q)[—zp (pi+q) —»]y A'(q)
X —=G(pi, yz).

4»2+ qz(1 vz)

The form of 4,(pi), p, (pz) is such as to confine ~yi~ and

~ pz I to values of the order of nZ» while the q integration
yields its main contribution for q's of the order of If:.

Thus it is reasonable to suppose that replacing G(pi, yz)
by G(0, 0) gives rise to an error of order nZAEp', which
we shall soon see is of order n'Z'EII. " In evaluating
G(0, 0) we may of course also replace p, by». Thus,

(ze )
G(0, 0)=

)
—

i
d 2 '(1—-' ')

J
d

(hci &

V A'( —q)LzV q —»(1+F4)j~ A'(q)
X

4»'+ q'(1 —v')

10.Zm m
g
—$0'(e X)mc'

2 z' M

= 4'0.'ZEII. (42)

It is clear that there are no n'Z corrections for states
with nonzero angular momentum.

We now consider briefly the second term (21). The
explicit form of 8A„P(q) is

2zepzeq'
I

zy p »—». (q)=
I

—I» V. v A (qz)
q' Ekcj & p'+»'

XSp'(p qz, p q+qi)y A'—(qi)—
zV (p —q) —»

X dqidqz(d4p).
(p q)'+»' ——

~zZ m ~ qX(XXq)
~

—
~

v.A'( —q)zV qv A'(q)= g
—v4

(I'zcj 4m'» M (q')'
zp (p —qz) —»

x v A'(q —qi+q)
(p —qz)'+»'0.'Z m e X

g
—p4

6x4ff. M q'
(41)

z'r (p—q+ qi) —»
x v A'(qi)

(p q+q, )'+»'—on averaging over angles. Equation (41) plays an im-

portant part in the evaluation of all of the n'Z correc-
tions to be obtained later, as all operators which con-
tribute to these corrections are easily reducible to the

zy (p —
q) —»-

X cii 'idqz(d4P),
(p —q)'+»'

To estimate its magnitude we again insert (18) for
We now note that y A'( —q)(1+y4)y A'(q) contains Sp (P qz P—q+qi) and drop the last term obtaining

no terms linear in the nuclear moment, while
2iefiep'—t iy p »—

~

—
~

i Tr V, V A'(qz)
q' Llzc) ~ p'+»'

«' The authors are indebted to H. A. Bethe for pointing out to
them the fact that integrals like (40) might be approximated in
this way.

~ One must use Pauli-Schrodinger wave functions with spin
rather than Dirac wave functions here. For Dirac wave functions
the momentum space integral diverges unless G(pi, y2) is used.
The error is of order cd~ 1n(O.Z)b,Eg'.
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the leading term having vanished as a consequence of
the Furry Theorem. "It is clear from the occurrence of
two extra factors (ie/Ac)y A' that bA„" would be at
least a factor n'Z' smaller than the leading term of A„~,
so that the contribution of this term to the hyperfine
structure is of order n4Z'E~. '4

EVALUATION OF THE FLUCTUATION ENERGY

(a) First-Order Part

It is convenient to consider separately those parts of
AE~ which involve SF'(p~, pi) and those parts which
do not. By the 6rst-order part of AEp we shall mean that
part which comes from C and L. However, in view of
the fact that Ln has been castin .a form similar to Q,
we shall postpone discussing it and consider it in con-
nection with Q.

The simplest of the first-order terms is the second
term of Eq. (36), which, for convenience, we denote by
AEI'" &'~ .

/M)
I 4.(1") 7 A'(1' —P')

~fic)

x(p,—p)'y A (p —p,)4.(y,)

2 —6y(1—y) y(1 —y)
dpylp2.

K'A' 'K'A

interested only in the real part of the energy. It is to be
noted that the essential difference between this result
and that obtained for the vacuum polarization arises
from the fact that here the coefficient of q' in the de-
nominator is negative for all values of the auxiliary
variables. We shall see that this is a characteristic
feature of the denominators of E„as well.

We turn now to a consideration of the first term of
(36). We consider first the contribution of the erst term
of E„(pi, p'2) which we may write

~ '"'(p., p )
t. 2 —6y(1—y) y(1 —y)= (pi p )'i7—„ I

— —dydz,
A~~ h.g'

yielding
$48~

~EF"'=2m'Acn( —
)

' dydz P,(p')
Ere) &

[2ziy p3+~(1 2z)7—
X -y A'(p' —pi)

K K )
gE~(&)~

X y, (pi)dp, dpgdpgdz. (43)

This expression is identical in form with AEz and may
be dealt with in a precisely similar way. One finds that

This expression is very similar in form to (40). We
therefore treat it in the same manner, that is, after
writing pa=ad+pi, we set pi=(0, 0, 0, i~)=p2 in the
portion of (43) bracketed thus ( ). Making use of
(41) we find

2 Acn3Z m r d
~Ep&'&~ ——

g
—(e X)&f)o' I zdz—
M qS

3 r K dI= ——EIIn2Z
K qSq

a'Z
p dp (2 —6y(1—y))z y(1—y)z

E&
~

dyds—
q' K' —y'q' K' —y'Zq'

Again the integration over q gives rise to a 'vanishing
real part so that like AEI'~'~ AEI'& ) yields no n or n Z
contributions. The third and fourth terms of E„are
similar in structure to E„~ and can be similarly shown
to give no n or n'Z contributions.

There remains

dy
&."'=i(p p). "I-

0o Kg,

&."'=b(pz —pi) /z7~"
Kdq f Kdq —0

K —qS ~O K —qS

and

Z„'"=i(pz pi)„0„„—

We find, therefore, thus d,E&&" is a term of order n'ZEII to be considered. We note first that E„( ' may be split
multiplied by a definite integral. We now note that the into two terms E„~s&'+E„& &" with
real part of

where (P denotes the principal part, so that AEI""& does
not contribute in the order of interest. The integral does
have an imaginary part which we could evaluate had
we paid due attention to the small imaginary quantities
which should be retained in the denominators through-
out the calculation. "As noted before, however, we are

"Wendell H. Furry, Phys. Rev. 51, 125 (1937).
. 24 This argument might be insuficient if BA„~(q) were singular

at small q. However, the gauge invariance of j„~and the absence
of charge renormalization eGects in W „J'imply that the momentum
dependence of BA„(q) is q2A '(q) f(q2), where f(q') is finite at q=o.

y(p '+")+(1-y)(p '+")—(p -p )'y(1-y)
X idy

The contributions from E„(~)"are of the same general
character as those from the previously considered parts
of E„and can similarly be shown to give no n or n'Z
contributions.

E„'~&' corresponds to the anomalous moment of the
electron, which appears here as a point dipole. It is
clear, therefore, that it will contribute a correction to
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Now,
XA, ' '(p —p )y.(p )dp dp . (44)

t'28 )
i(p —P ).~"A.'"'(y2 —pi)

~

—
I

Kkc)

so that

n 224 42 (P2—yi)X(&X(P2—Pi))

2» M 22r'(P2 —pi)'

42' 222 224c'
t

42 (P,—y,)X(XX(P2—Pi))~E~'"=—
g
— — 4.(p2)2M»2J (P2—Pi)'

XP.(pi)dpi&p2

the hyperfine structure B„E~where 8„ is the fractional
change in the electron moment. Thus

(ic ) f $(P2—Pi)„
AEp&2i = 22r2kcn~ —

~
p, (y2)

Ekci J

external potential quadratically and has an over-all
coefficient of order 0., so that in view of the results
obtained for the polarization energy and first-order part,
one would expect it to yield at most an o.'Z correction.
Thus one might hope to evaluate these expressions in
lowest approximation by replacing S&'(P2, Pi) by
Sp(P2)82(p2 —yi). In order to see that this is in fact the
case, it is worth inquiring as to the circumstances under
which S2 (P)82(p —y') is a good approximation to
S2"(P, P'). Some answer to this question can be obtained
by considering the first two terms in an expansion of
S2'(P, P') for the Coulomb field. Referring to (18) and
(38) one finds

Sp'(P, P+q) =S2 (P)8(q)

nZ iy (p —q) —»—Sp(p) y4
2' q q 2p q+P +K

A comparison of the two terms is simplified by inte-
grating over q, thus

We note that the anomalous moment is c2/22r Bohr
magnetons, in agreement with previous calculations.

The anomalous moment also gives rise to a spin-orbit
interaction obtained by using A„&~& instead of A„&~& in
(44). Now one might inquire as to whether this inter-
action is diGerent for different hyperfine structure states
in a manner analogous to the interaction with the
Coulomb polarization potential. One might anticipate
that this will not be the case as the spin-orbit interaction
is, roughly speaking, distributed throughout the atom
instead of being concentrated at the center as is the case
for the polarization potential. Therefore the small dif-
ferences in the wave functions of diGerent hyperfine
structure states cannot have a large eGect on the spin
orbit energy. A detailed examination shows this eGect
to be of order a'Z'E~.

Ke summarize the results of this section with the
remark that apart from J~, the total significant con-
tribution of the first-order part to the hyperfine struc-
ture is simply (a/22r)E& arising from the anomalous
electron moment. A more detailed investigation than
has been given here indicates that the omitted terms
are all of order u'Z'EII.

(b) Second-Order Part and Ln"
The remaining part of the Quctuation energy consists

of the second-order part, which has been denoted as Q,
and the infrared divergent part of I., namely ID. These
expressions both involve S2'(P2, Pi), for which one has
either an expansion in powers of the external potential
or a sum over the stationary states of the potential. On
the other hand, one notes that Q+Ln involves the

"The treatment given Q is essentially the same as that used
by M. Baranger /Phys. Rev. 84, 866 {1951)j in the evaluation of
its contribution to the nZ corrections for the Lamb effect. We are
indebted to him for providing us with a copy of his thesis.

SK'(P, P+q) dq

42Z I' iy P(1+x)—»
=S&(p)—S&(p) r4 dh

J Lg(P2+ K2) 2,2p2]~

It is clear that when p'+»' and y' are of order c2'Z'K',

the two terms are of the same order of magnitude, while
for "large" p (i.e., (p'+») large) the second term is a
factor O,Z smaller than the erst. Thus the validity of
replacing S2'(P2, Pi) by S2(P2)82(p2 —pi) depends upon
the weight given low momenta in the integral in which
SK' appears. In the case of Q the arguments of S2' are
of the form p+k+ q. Now p'+»' and p' are kept small

by the form of the wave function; low k is favored by
the factors k'(k' —2p k)(k' —2p' k) appearing in. the
denominator, while low q is favored by the factors 1/q'
in the potentials. On the other hand, one notes that, if
G„(q, p, k) is written

fy A'2y ky„ iy ky„y A' )
&.(q P k)=I

k' —2p k k' —2(p+q) kJ

(P+q). P.
y. A',

Ek2 —2(p+q) k k' —2p k&

the numerator of the first term vanishes with k while the
coefficient of y A' in the second term vanishes with q.
In addition, the fact that one of the external potentials
refers to the dipole field introduces an additional factor
q. It turns out that these last two factors are just suffi-

cient, and one can accordingly show that contributions
from the next term in the expansion of Sp' are no larger
than c2'Z' ln(nZ)Err. "It should be observed that had

"A more complete discussion of the validity both of this
approximation and the small momentum approximation 6rst
introduced in evaluating the expression in Eq. (40} will be given
by H. A. Bethe and M. Baranger in a forthcoming publication.
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we based our treatment on an expansion of Sp' as it
appears in Kq. (18) rather than on the Feynman iden-
tities (22), then the terms corresponding to R„would
not have had the afore-mentioned important property. "
An attempt to demonstrate the validity of the expan-
sion based on an inspection of individual portions of the
higher order terms fails."

The evaluation of Q+I.D, after replacing Si' by the
propagation function for a free electron, is a straight-
forward matter and proceeds in a manner entirely
similar to the previously considered' terms. Considering
LD first, and recalling that

2z zy'p —i~

Sp(p) =
(2zr)4 Pzyi, z

'

one obtains

fief' pI.n= —2zkc
I I

I 4.(p)

2z(Pi+q)q 2zPz
x

I Iv A'(p —p —«)
kk' —2(p+q) k k' —2pz k)
iy (pi+q) —ii

x v A'(«)
q'+2p, «+piz+ii'

2i(p,+q)„2ip „ild4k
X

I

—
I d«&. (pi)dpidpz

Ekz —2(P,+q) k k' —2Pi k) k'

Using again our previous approximation, we neglect the
small momenta and binding energy of the initial and
final state when these appear in the bracketed L ]
portion of the expression. That is, we set Pi=Pi=P
=. (0, 0, 0, ii~). Making use of this fact, integrating over

pi and pz and using Eq. (41) we find for hyper6ne
structure

4in'Za 2 @p' ziz
t (1) ' 1

I.n—i —nzr g
—(e X)zizc'

~
d«dk

3 z' 3l
4a'(k q)'

(k' —2(p+q) k)' (k' —2p k)(k' —2(p+q) k)

the infrared. It might therefore be preferable to combine
it with Q before integrating over k. We shall see im-
mediately, however, that in the above approximation
L~ vanishes, so that the suggested combination is
unnecessary. Considering the first term only and re-
placing 1/k' by 1/(k'+ X') to control the infrared diver-
gence, we obtain

i
~

dqd4k
q'(k'+X')(k' —2(p+q) k)'

xdg
dx

J 0 P2(1 z)+ (K2 q2)z2]qz

iizgz+ gz(1 g) —qz~z

whose real part vanishes.
The other part of L& vanishes similarly. The fact

that the contribution from LD vanishes in this order
is not surprising in view of its similarity to the rest of
the first-order part of AEp.

For Q we have, on replacing Sz'(P, P') by Sz(P)
xs(p —p'),

t'ze )
Q= 2zk«I —

I e.(pz) ~t.'(Pz-Pi-q Pz k)
kc

zp (pi+q —k) —i~

X
k' —2(pi+q) k+q'+2pi «+pi'+i~'

d4k
X S„(q, pi, k) d«p (pi)dpzdpi.

k'+ X'

Again we set pi= pi= p in the bracketed expression so
that using (28) and (29),

(ie q
' r d4k

Q=2iI'zc &0'I —
I

d«Ct„'( —«, p, k)
E kc) & k'+X'

zy (p+q —k) —a.

x 0„(«, p, k)
k' —2(p+q) k+q'

fzeg'
=2ikcngo'I —

I (I+II+III),
Eric)

It has been remarked previously that LD diverges in with

i. (»P.—v.zY k)7 A'( —«)(zv (P+q —k) —)7 A'(«)(»P, zv kv.)—I= ' dgd4k
4 (k'+X')(k' —2p k)'(k' —2(p+q) kyq')

y A'( —«)I 2i(p+q)„—y„i7 k]Lip (p+q k) «7[2i(p+q)„—iy —ky„]y A'(«)—
II= dgd4k

(k'+X')(k' —2(p+q) k)'(k' —2(p+q) k+q')

t
dqd4k

{7A'( «)L2 (P+q). V. 7—k]E 7 (P+q —k) 3T A'(«)L2 P—.—'~—».]
~J

+L»P. 7;7 k)7 A'( «)[—~7 P+q k~3—[~z(p+q). —zv—kv.]7 A'(«)&

Notwithstanding the above remark, an evaluation based on such an expansion broken ofF at the quadratic turn does in fact
yield the same result as will be obtained here. This suggests that if one groups the higher order terms properly, a proof of their
grn@llness might be possible,



SE CON D —0 R D E R RAD IATI VE CORRECTIONS TO H fs 887

x'ydxdy
=6~

ab'c &0 [u(1 x)—+bxy+cx(1 y—)]'
and letting k-+k+ (p+ q)x, one finds

x~ydxdyS~
II=6 iI dqd4k

[k'+ ~'x'+ q'x(1 —x—y)+ X'(1—x)]4

The numerator X2 involves various products of spinor
matrices and momenta from which one is to pick out
contributions to the hyperfine structure. This operation
is facilitated by reducing all terms to the form
y A'( —q)iy qy A'(q). For this purpose the following
facts and equivalence relations are useful.

V qv A'(q)= —v A'(q)V q,

y A'( —q)y A'(q) —4,
( )y A'( —q)y4y A'(q)( )~0 regardless of the conten. t
of the brackets. A factor y4 appearing on the extreme
right or left of an expression may be dropped.

and

D= (k'+X')(k' —2p k)

&([k' 2(p—+q) k][k' 2(p—+q) k-jq']

For brevity we confine our discussion for the moment
to II. The treatments of I and III are identical. Using
the well-known denominator combining formula

Using the above one finds

X2-+[2 (»'—q') (2—4x+x'+ x') —k'(5+ 3x)]
Xy A'( —q)iy qy A'(q).

Carrying out the k space integration and inserting (41)
yields

Qii=—

(2—4x+x'+ x') (1—q')
X

[x'+X'(1—x)+q'x(1 —x—y)]'
5+3x

x'+ X'(1—x)+q'x(1 —x—y)

Identical methods yield for the rest of Q,

2kcn m
t dq

&0'n'Zg —(e.X)
~

x'ydxdy—
3~9~ ~ J g2

t
(2—4xy x2+ xa) (ii~—qm)

X
[g2x2+$2(1 x)+q2(1 x y)]2

5+3x

[x'+ ),'(1-x)+q'x(1-x-y)]
We now recall (39), carry out the angular q integration
and transform ~q~, X~X~ so as to make the integral
dimensionless, yielding

4n'Z
Qii ——— Err dqx'ydxdy

t
2 —2x+3x2—x' —2x'y+ x3y —q~x2(1 —y) 2(1—x+xy)

Qz = — Ea dqx'ydxdy
[xyx2(1—x)+q2x(1 —y) (1—*+xy)]'

1—3x(1—y)

x'+ X'(1—x)+q'x(1 —y) (1—x+xy)

QIII
80.'Z 2 —3x+q'x(1 —yz) [1—x(1—ys)]

EII
'

dqx'ydxdyds
2 J [x'+y'(1 —x)+q'x[1 —

y
—x(1—ys)']]' x'+'A'(1 —x)+q'x[1 —y

—x(1—ys)']

There remains only the purely numerical problem of
evaluating the above integrals. The main points can
be illustrated by considering the leading terms of Qn,
namely,

ax ydxdy

[x2+y&(1—x)yq~x(1 x y)]2

g ax ydxdy
jB—

[x'+y'(1 —x)+q'x(1 —x—y) 7'

In the first integral it is simplest to do the q integration
first, thus,

pl ~l x'y
A=- dx dy

4 ~0 ~ i g [x'+lE'(1—x)]lx&(1—x—y)&

It is to be observed that the coefficient of q2 appearing
in the denominator may be positive or negative, de-
pending upon the values of the auxiliary variables, As

the integral is to be evaluated as a principal part when
the denominator has a pole on the real axis, it has a
nonvanishing value only when this coefficient is positive.
This is the origin of the lower limit I—x in the y
integration. The remainder of the integration is straight-
forward and will not be discussed further. "

For the integral 8 one must integrate over y first, "
"It might be mentioned that for Qiii, the fixing of the region

for which the coe%cient of q2 is positive is facilitated by the sub-
stitution s= (1—u)/y, 1&N&1—y.

'9 If one integrates over q first, the y integration diverges at
y = 1—x. The procedure used can be justified by remarking that the
auxiliary variables have no physical significance and are in fact
part of the k integration. Thus in any case in which it makes a
difference one should complete the auxiliary variable integration
before performing the g integration. One can also deal with the
problem by rounding off the singularity of the Coulomb field.
That is, one modifies the Fourier transform of the Coulomb poten-
tial by a factor A.'/(A'+q'), where A is assumed to be large. With
this factor present the integral is finite and independent of the
order of integration. The result obtained h the limit, A~ is
Mcntical with thy, t give. abov|:,
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1—'x

ln 1—If' +X'

t' (1—x) &

&sEx j 2

dglx
x'+ X(1—x)—x'q'.

obtaining

1—x 1—xi
ln~ 1+ ' +X'

x *')

the ground state of hydrogen is related to other
accurately known experimental quantities by

16 (pi )a~=—~sex„( —
f /

—
i (1+fn')

3 "Ep,,) &m&

( n 2.973n') ( n
X~ 1+— il 1+—

2~ H ) & 2~

(5
(47)

(2 )j
In applying the above expression we use

Only the first of the three terms contributes.
Proceeding in the manner outlined above all terms

reduce to simple integrals over one, two or three auxili-
ary variables, a typical form being

c=2.997902&&10"cm/sec, '
E„=109,737.324 cm ','
»= &420.405& X&0' sec—',"

(Iia/lji )= 658.2087,"
(m,/ris) '=0.99836790.'

(3.0 ppm)
(0.1 ppm)
(0.3 ppm)
(2.0 ppm)

t ~(1- ~)j

yielding"

n (13

2s (4 j

n (5
AE= —n'Z~ ——ln2

( Eir.
E2 )

(46)

For higher angular momentum states there is an order
O.-correction arising from the anomalous electron
moment but no 0,'Z correction. %bile our derivation
has been con6ned to hydrogenic atoms, the effect of
screening on the radiative corrections is, aside from its
eGect on $0', only of order n'Z'. This result is a con-
sequence of the fact that the 0,'Z correction comes chiefly
from distances within a Compton wavelength of the
nucleus.

A principal application of this result is to the deduc-
tion of the fine structure constant from the hyper6ne
structure formula. The hyper6ne structure frequency of

"This result has been reported previously by N. M. Kroll and
P. Pollock, Phys. Rev. 84, 594 (1951).The same result has been
obtained by a diferent method by Karplus, Klein, and Schwinger,
Phys. Rev. 84, 597 (1951).

Certain of these, like A above, diverge in the limit X—A,
but yield a 6nite limit when taken together. The 6nal
result obtained is simply

Q = —n'ZErr(13/4 —ln2).

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The second-order radiative corrections to the hyper-
6ne structure of S states are given by

The small O.-dependent corrections are evaluated using
1/er=137.036. The factors P„and I', are inserted to
take into account proton recoil effects and possible
departure of the proton magnetic field from that of a
point dipole. From (47) one finds

1/n = (137.03651+0.00028)P,&P, *'. (48)

The contribution of the rs Z term lil Eq. (46) to tllis
result is —0.00658.

An independent determination of 1/u by Lamb and
Retherford" from the fine structure separation of the
2P~ 2I'~ levels in deuterium yields

1/n= 137.033&0.006, (49)

3' P. Kusch and A. G. Prodell, Phys. Rev. 79, 1009 (1950}.
~ Koenig, ProdeH, and Kusch, Phys. Rev. 83, 687 (1951).The

value given above is based on 658.2289~0.0006 (the value quoted
by P. Kusch at the 1952 Annual Meeting of the American Physical
Society) for p8/p~ with the. proton resonance measured in oil.
The diamagnetic correction used is (1—30.5&10 ') and is based
on the results of Ramsey LPhys. Rev. 78, 699 (1950}j and H. S.
Gutowsky and J. W. MeClure Lphys. Rev. 81, 276 (1951)].The
uncertainty given by Kusch has been doubled to allow for possible
uncertainties in the diamagnetic corrections.

83 W. E. Lamb, Jr. and R. C. Retherford (to be published).

a result which tends to con6rm the presence of the new
electrodynamic correction obtained above. It is worth
noting that the comparison of (49) and (48) is inde-
pendent of the values of c and E„, and substantially
independent of the anomalous electron moment.

The factors I', and I', in (48) might possibly affect
the value of 1/rr by a few parts per 10'. A more accurate
measurement'of the 6ne structure of deuterium would
make possible an experimental estimate of their mag-
nitude.
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