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Spectra of Lead Hydride and Tin Hydride in the Near Infra-Red
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Revised calculations of energy constants of the PbH molecule are presented as a result of
analyses of bands in the photographic infra-red. Former v values are raised by one unit. An
isolated weak PbH band is found at 3815A. Additional SnH bands in the red produced in the
high pressure arc are briefly discussed.

" 'N previous reports' ' on the spectra of PbH
- ~ and SnH in the visible, the probable existence
of spectra of both these molecules in the photo-
graphic infra-red was mentioned. With further
development of the high pressure arc in hydro-
gen, together with long exposure times and wider
slit widths, PbH bands have been recorded to
9105A and SnH bands to 7234A. In addition,
careful search for the PbH analog of the violet
'A~'ll SnH bands reveals a single weak band
centered at 3815A. This band is not well de-
veloped and is not accompanied by another at
any plausible interval for a 'll PbH state.

The Pb and Sn arcs have been run in hydrogen
at 4 to 5 atmospheres pressure. All spectrograms

' W. W. Watson, Phys. Rev. 54, 1068 (1938).
2W. W. Watson and R. Simon, Phys. Rev. 55, 358

(1939).

were obtained in the second order of a 21-foot
grating, average dispersion 2.13A per mm, except
those of PbH for wave-lengths longer than 7200A.
For the latter the first order with 4.94A per mm
was used. Because of the wide-open structure of
these hydride spectra, however, this lower dis-
persion was quite sufficient despite the con-
siderable line widths due to pressure broadening
and to the use of a wide slit (0.1 mm).

It was thought that bands involving a new
electronic state of PbH might be located in the
infra-red, since strong interaction with other
states is revealed' by the details of the red
'Z~'Z system. We find, however, that the ex-
tensive PbH spectrum in the infra-red to 9100A
belongs completely to this same system. With
the inclusion of the data from the analysis of
these new bands, plus additional lines in previ-

TABLE I. Additional bands in tke 'Z~'5 system of PbH. cm ' units; d denotes fused lines.
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420.1d
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*Perturbed.
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'I'ABLE I I. Corrected PbH band origins. 'Z~'Z.

n" =0

17,977.4
448.2
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438.9
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15,478.1

1388.5
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13,162.6
478.6

13,641.2

1324.9 11,837.7

ously analyzed bands, revision of the calculation
of the energy constants' for PbH is necessary.

RED AND INFRA-RED PbH SPECTRUM

Assignments of the lines of four additional
bands at the red end of this system are included
in Table I. This analysis is based on the usual
combination relations and indicates that the v'

numbering of all the bands described in reference
1 should be increased one unit. The results of a
recomputation of all band origins are given in
Table II. Since we can find no traces of bands
that would extend this array upwards, we believe
that these vibrational quantum numbers are now
correct. New constants of the energy terms are
collected in Table III.

These data emphasize the peculiar nature of
the upper 'Z state as discussed in reference 1.'
The new 80' being markedly lower than the old
one, the tendency for the B.' values to increase
with v to a maximum and then to decrease is
even more apparent. Since about 500 cm ' are
now added to the extent of the stable levels of
this state, the cut-off of levels comes actually at
about 0.42 volt above the bottom of the po-
tential energy curve. These and the other pe-
culiarities of this 'Z state all point to the existence
of additional near-lying electronic states of PbH.
The faint band at 3815A is, however, the only
indication we can find of other PbH spectra.
Because of competition from the continuous
background always present in high pressure
sources and which is particularly strong to the
violet of the 4019 PbI atomic line, long exposure
times do not yield better registrations of this
band. For this reason and also because of its
isolated character we have not attempted its

' Also cf. I . Gering, Physica 7, 155 (1940).

TABLE III. Constants of the energy terms for PbH
in cm ' units.

CovsTAN r

g3

g3

83*
84*
B.*

rp
Dp
~e
ge~e
Ve

2.478
2.660
2.766
2.770
2.646

—2.66X10 4

520

18018

4.899
4.754
4.609
4.467
4.324
4.971
0.144
1.848A—2.01X10 4

1564,1
29.75

analysis. We conclude that the only stable states
of the PbH molecule are those involved in this
red band system.

RED SnH SPECTRUM

SnH bands have been photographed further
into the red than those already reported. ' Promi-
nent heads of the red-degrading branches occur
at 6745, 6892 and 7030A with a pile-up of lines
at 6931A. Between the latter and a long series of
lines on its violet side, as well as between two
other branches, we find 'll-state combination
differences. ' We have not found differences relat-
ing these bands to the bands at 6095 and 6214A,
however, and since the analysis of all these bands
is far from complete we refrain from presenting it.
They are definitely of a different type than those
of the PbH system, probably 'Z —+'lI, judging
from the number of branches. It is altogether
probable that more SnH bands exist further into
the infra-red. Their measurement should prove
helpful in the analysis of the bands already
photographed, but we find it impossible to obtain
high dispersion spectrograms in the infra-red
with the present high pressure Sn arc as a source.


