
272 R ~ J. LANG

—first, because of the large values for the
separation factor; and second, because of the
high speed with which equilibrium between
diffusion and sedimentation is apparently estab-
lished. It is hoped that a test of this method can
soon be made.

The writers are greatly indebted to Mr. H. E.
Carr, who did many of the mass-spectrometer
measurements; to Messrs. Fritz Linke and
Philipp Sommer, instrument makers, who con-
structed the centrifuges; and to the Research
Corporation for a grant in support of the work.
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The thorium spectrum is very rich in lines and extends into the far ultraviolet beyond 200A.
The lines have been classified into II, III and IV as far as 1500A by means of the pole effect.
A condensed spark in air and in nitrogen between metallic electrodes was used. The Th III
spectrum lies on the short side of 3500A with most of its strong lines between 3000 and 2200A.
Twenty-four energy levels are given.

A CONDENSED spark in air or nitrogen
between electrodes of metallic thorium

connected to a 30,000-volt transformer was

employed to separate the lines of the thorium
spectrum into the three spectra II, III and IV.
In a previous report' the main lines of Th IV
were classified into the usual single-electron
doublet system with the very large 'I' interval
of 12,818 cm '. (See note at end. ) These Th IV
lines are scattered throughout the spectrum from
2694 to 847A and are easily distinguished by the
pole effect, in the region down to 1500A where

it can be applied, by the fact that while the
lines are very intense they are completely
broken, while Th II lines are not affected at all,
or very slightly, and those of Th III are inter-
mediate, i.e. , they are markedly constricted but
not entirely broken. Of course there are grada-
tions in any one spectrum and in the region
between 3500 and 3000A, where there is complete
overlapping of II and III, it is not always pos-
sible to distinguish them. The most of the main
lines of Th III appear to lie between 3000 and
2200A but it seems likely that some of the
several thousand lines in the vacuum spark
below 1000A will belong to this spectrum.

' R. J. Lang, Can. J. Research A14, 43 (1936).

There are many strong lines in the region be-
tween 600 and 400A.

Owing to the structure of the IV spectrum,
in which the deepest term is a doublet D arising
from a single (d) electron, it is to be expected
that the III spectrum will have a structure
similar to Zr III ' and not to Ce III.' The
intervals of the (dp) terms are hopelessly
irregular already in'Zr III and the intensity
rules in the (ds)'D (dp)'P'O'—F multiplets in
Zr III and Cb IV4 are so badly obeyed that
sometimes the satellites have greater intensity
than the main diagonal lines. Consequently an
attempt was made to find intervals which might
be suitable for the (ds)'D and the (deepest)
(d')'F terms.

Table I shows twelve even and twelve odd
energy values and the lines upon which these
are based. Many of these lines are the strongest
in the spectrum.

During the progress of this work two reports
on thorium spectra appeared. ' ' Through the

'C. C. Kiess and R. J. Lang, Nat. Bur. Stand. J.Res. 5,
305 (1930),' H. N. Russell, R. B. King, and R. J. Lang, Phys. Rev.
52, 456 (1937).

4 R. J. Lang, Zeeman Verhandelingen (Martinus Nijhoff,
Hague, 1935), p. 44.

6 Mark Fred, Astrophys. J. 8'7, 176 (1938).
6 T. L. de Bruin and J. N. Lier, Proc. K. Akad. Amster-

dam 41, 956 (1938).
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TABLE I. Energy levels in the spectrum of Th III.
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kindness of the author of the first paper and the
Ryerson Laboratory a set of plates of thorium
spectra was made available as well as a long list
of measurements in the spark spectrum made by
Mr. Ference. The author's appreciation is hereby
expressed.

NOTE ON THE SPECTRUM Th IV

In the report on this spectrum a term desig-
nated as X was given. It now seems clear that
this is part of the 7P —7D multiplet as follows:

7Pg 7D p 214—6.93 (20) 46,563.4

7Pg 7D3 206—6.77 (100) 48,369.5

7Pg 7Dg 1684.05 (—50) 59,380.6

1806.1

12,817.2

The multiplet given tentatively as 5F—5G
has not been confirmed and probably has no
reality.

The thorium metal was supplied by the
Westinghouse Lamp Company through the
courtesy of Dr. R. E. Meyers.


