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good for this nucleus (Be®*4+H). It seems very
unlikely that B? should be even more stable than
is indicated by the one-body model ; however, in
view of the comparative importance® of B? for
astrophysics, direct experimental evidence would
be desirable, e.g. from the reaction Be’+H =B?

3 Bethe, ‘““Energy Production in Stafs,” to appear
shortly in the Phys. Rev.
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+# which should occur with protons of 2 Mev
energy. ‘

B2 and N* are very doubtful. B8 is just on the
limit of stability, being slightly stable according
to ““Calc. II,” slightly unstable according to I.
The stability of N2 depends mostly on the exact
binding energy of B'? which is not known at
present.
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New measurements make possible a much more complete analysis of the band systems ending
on 2pUI. The constants of this state can be obtained with great accuracy and the irregularities
in the A-doubling and perturbations traced to the interaction with the higher vibrational levels
of 2p1=. New information is obtained about some of the states which have both electrons excited.

HE strongest and most extensive band
systems in the visible H; spectrum are the
transitions from a number of three quantum
electronic levels to the 2p'T state.! The data of
these band systems can be found in Richardson’s
book? or in the original papers listed there. All
the upper levels of these systems should also
combine with the 2p'II state. The resulting band
systems lie chiefly in the near infra-red around
7600A. Important fragments of these bands have
been given by Richardson and Chalk,? ® but the
measurements of Gale, Monk, and Lee on which
they based their analysis contain only the
strongest lines in this region. Therefore it seems
desirable to publish the data on these band
systems as they were obtained from a more
recent analysis based on our own measurements.
This re-analysis was undertaken as a preliminary
study for the analysis of the corresponding bands
of HD and D; on which I hope to report in a

1 Whenever only one electron is excited it is sufficient to
specify the state of this electron, and it is understood that
the other electron is in the normal state 1s¢. The full
notation of the 2p'= state would be 1s02po'Z. Only when
both electrons are excited is it necessary to specify the
state of both.

2 0. W. Richardson, Molecular Hydrogen and Its Spec-
trum (New Haven, 1934). .

30. W. Richardson, Proc. Roy. Soc. A126, 487 (1930);
M. L. Chalk, Proc. Roy. Soc. A128, 579 (1930).

future paper. I am giving the results of Hj here
separately because they throw some new light on
the nature of the levels with both electrons
excited about the exact interpretation of which
there is still a great deal of uncertainty.

The wave numbers and intensities of the
transitions from the singlet 3d complex are given
in Table I and those from the other initial states
in Table II. In general it will be found that the
lines which Richardson gives agree with those
listed here, but there is a considerable number
of discrepancies, which must be ascribed to the
scantiness of the data with which Richardson
had to work. A few doubtful lines are included
in the tables. They are designated by a question
mark. In a few bands there are undoubtedly
more lines present than those given in the tables.
That is indicated by the high intensity of the
last listed lines. In such cases there are marked
irregularities in either the initial or the final
state and a prediction of the position of the line
becomes too uncertain. Only when there are
good combination relations can such lines be
identified with any degree of certainty. In the
present instances such combination relations are
not always available. However there is no doubt
that future reserach will eventually locate these
lines.
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TABLE 1. The transitions from the singlet 3d complex to 2p11.

P BrancH Q BrancH R BraNCH P Brance Q BraNcH R BrANCH P Brancu Q Brancu R BRrANCH
J v I v I' v I|J v 1 v I v 1\|J v I v I v I
3dIE—2p!IT 3T~ —2pM T+ 3+ —2pUIT
0—0 2-0 33
1 1266056 0 1265426 7 1267567 3 1704658 4 |1 —— — 12272.01 00
2 520.26 00 = 55535 2 617.24 8 2 12156.36 1235547 1
3 311“2)'% g ié?'gg ; 2ol 2 11995.20 1
4 - - 1 —— — 1465661 6 1474110 6r -
5 181.69 3 33‘1523 ‘i? 2 1454279 3 622,60 5 752.35 4
6 050.17 0 {3?0-24 Wls ase20 6 574.80 2 751.30 5
31035 4 353.96 3 518.03 1lc 73057 3 3dIA~2pI
- 5 24434 3 71842 2
1-0 6 127.92 00 688.85 3d? 0—0
1 1488007 3 1485442 07 |7 es2arr 4 | _ ' 1337510 9
2 773.98 1 817.85 8 P 9 — — 1325012 10 47121 2
3 640.20 3 720.25 1 3 1307248 1 283.60 10 564.94 10
4 61595 1 |1 — . — 1248568 2  12569.64 5 |4 05079 100  315.69 10 653.85 4
5 330.32 2 2 12377.33 2 459.03 0 586.99* 3 |5 030.09 10 34534 2 736.43 5
3 298.04 4 59512 5 |g 008.43 1 368.79 2 811.73 1
1-1 ﬁ ‘ﬁ)ggg ; gggi; é 7 985.14 8 385.47 2 878.65 27
1 12586.99%(3) ~ 1257451 4 1258875 1 - -
2 455.86 47477 1 51863 5 |6 016.83  00d 577.92 0 1—0
3 (297.18) 350.22* 4b 43104 5 |7 1191615 1 56161 1 - .
4 117.03" 00 210.18 34192 7 |8 541.25 00 |1 _ - —  — 1536738 5
5 06834 1 25290 2 |9 51754 00 |2  —— — 1544242 4 642.48* 7
6 1192643 00 3 1526480 0 454.44* 4
7 782.83 0 3-1 4 221.95 1d 463.96 2
1T — — 16 507.80 5 17829 1
21 p)
2 WEes o 639.27 3 : e =1
. Ic ..
352 1 - — —  — 1326188 10r
3 eI U 14336.97 3 —— 1314325 10 34292 4
: 3 35133 3 12974.98 10 16535 9 42329 4
3 35148 4 944.50 6 189.96 10 500.21 1
2-2 - 5 01631 7 21147 9br
1 ——  —  1247572*5  12519.68 0 353 6 888.51 0
2 1236512 2 411.32 00 475.79* 5
3 252.31 0d 31472 0 40931 1 (1 —  — —  — 1220600 2
4 072.58 1 28278 4 |2 1210522 00? 12180.33 0 30648 2 2-1
5 045.19 00 3 039.50 2 32030 3 |1 @ — — —  — 1533095 6
6 967.73 0 |4 2 — —  1521241* 2 391.63 0
- 5 876.33 177 3 15059.37* 1 44834 1
32 4 1499314 0
1 —  — 1421942 3 1424503 0 5 - 94140 0
2 136.75 00 181.27% (8) 3dUT+—2p'TT
3 020.10 00 252
00 1 —— = —  — 1315941 10
3—-3 1 —— — 1298436 6 13130.29 10 |2 —— —  13048.76 10 226.20 9
1 —  — 1217919 3 © |2 1285939 4 13009.89 0 19520 10 |3 12887.80 (1) 066.97 1007 29213 10
2 12063.55 1213576 2 |3 822.31 3 017.63 10 24375 8 |4 849.04 2 049.97 10
3 11994.91 1dr 4 768.39 3 011.02 8 263.77* 10r | 5 812.37* 9
5 70252 0 12978.08 10b  290.33 10
6 953.46 5?
7 94239 82 33
3dUI~—2pUT+ 1T — - ——  —  13066.97* 10v
1-0 2 1295133 9
0-0 1 —  — 15073.26 1 3 128099 ?
1 ——  — 1292082 5 1299678 10 |2 14 948.16* 2
Pt mmlomme)somn
. . 66 10 |4 799.88 3
4 57937 2 74645 1 93640 9 |5 67620 122 3d'a*—-2pTL
5 460.79 4 677.91* 1 972.82 10 0—0
(; gg(l)gi (1) 604.60* 27 ggzjiz 5 1-1 . 1335468 5
. 49 9 . —_ = — = .
8 91017 0 |5 1ooases o  aorel Ll 1289648 2 1y 1326438 9 19877 4
X . . "
9 88270 2 |3 604.60* 2 75693 0 0584g% o |3 13076.83% 100 32111 10 61821 5
10 852.16 00 | 595.86 4 - - 4 071.93 10 385.47* 2
5 41863 17 5 076.83* 100 427.16 2
1-0 - 6 060.64 107
1 —. — 1502009 2 1510210 5 2-0
2 14899.74 0 1497710 3 10675 1 |1 — — 1-0
3 799.45% 3¢ 919.17* 1 099.69* 4 2 16957.86 2 1 — _— — 1556940 3
4 086.43 1 850.63 1c 3 889.2¢ 0 2 ——  —  15449.06 2 647.63 2
s es 056:92 1 |4 79217 102 3 1526152 0 47005 2
g *
7 Sonion 4 » " 4 221.95* 1d 510.83 6
1 — - 14 920.11 0d
y 3 Mhess ¥ 006.2 1 iy 1326377 10
- X .22 0 _— - —_— — . r
; 1271458 2 1278652 7 4 518.53 6v 2 —  — 1314984 8 34847 6
2 1260052 1 677.91 1 807.54 3 2 ovaes 1 T par §
3 509.64 5 809.69 7 8 K 18022 1 -
4 409.02 1 576.26 00 805.04 3 2-2 ) -87 AT Or
5 302.67 3 516.04* 2 79488 5 |1 @ — — 1272054 0
6 193.37 0 780.06 2 |2 12495.32 . 756.55 1
7 083.01 00 761.10 2 |3 45315 1 12595.54* 1
8 73850 1 |4 353.34 2 74178 1
9 71243 1 |5 50430 0
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The intensities are eye estimates. Apparent
irregularities in the intensities are not necessarily
real, as the sensitivity of the various photo-
graphic plates may change very rapidly in this
region. Quantitative intensity measurements
carried out by Dr. N. Ginsburg in this laboratory
are partly ready. An asterisk in the tables means
that the line is a known blend.

THE 2p'I STATE

The final level of our bands is also the upper
level of the so-called C bands in the extreme
ultraviolet of which the most accurate measure-
ments are those of Jeppesen.* From the analysis
of these ultraviolet bands the constants of the
2p'I state are known. However, the accuracy is
very considerably less than that obtainable from
the visible bands. If one takes this into account
the results of the present paper are found to be

4 C. R. Jeppesen, Phys. Rev. 44, 165 (1933).
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in good agreement with Jeppesen's values (see
below) except in one or two cases where there is
a considerable perturbation.

All the rotational levels of the 2p'I state are
double, and it is well known that this doubling
(A-doubling) is due to the interaction of rotation
and electronic motion. One of the components
pII- is uninfluenced whereas the other one pII+
is displaced. The magnitude of the displacement
is very much influenced by the nearness of
other levels with the same symmetry and the
same value of J. If such levels are very close we
have a typical perturbation. We know that the
higher vibrational levels of 2p'Z overlap with
the 2p'II state so that there is ample opportunity
for the production of irregular A-doublings and
real perturbations. Therefore it would be mean-
ingless to calculate the constants of the 2p'I*
state.

The 2pII- levels cannot be subject to such
interactions as there cannot be any Z~ or II-

TABLE II. The transitions from the doubly excited levels to 2p'I.

P Brancu Q Brancu R Brancn P Brancr @ Brancu R Brancu P BraNncH " Q Brancr R BrANCH
J v I v I v I|J v I I v 1|7 v I v I v I
1K—2plIL 1L, —>2piII 10—2pUI
0—-0 2—2 0—0
1 1247679 00 1249943 1  12541.61 00 |1 13286.62 2 1330401 2 1 1380550 6 1386588 2  13982.05 0
2 37444 0 49138 0 48400* 1 |2 10343 1 1827771 2 |2 74091 10 8172 1  14027.60 1
3 30648 1 385.26 00 |3 3 67413 7 850.00 2
4 057.16 00 152,55 00 4 - 87457 0 4 600.81* 6 .
5 1184430 00d? .
0—-1
1-0 IM-2p'TT 1 , 11060250
1 1479846 3 1476833 1 1-1 2. L 0 560.25° 0
2 14603.55 0 647.99 0 TILTL 00 |y 1196249 1d 12013.00 00 |4 32690 00 '
3 534.28 3d 2 1184383 1d 1197538 0
3 807.11 1 91331 0 .
4 795.87 0 -
o 3 1333(2)3? (3) 13970.01 0
1 1242299 3 12462.69 0 252 2 1372196 4 X X
2 1230446 00 34867 0 412,55 1 11949.87 0 3 64486 2 80170 8
3 244.49* (9) 2 4 56830 10 .
3 75445 00
2-1 . 1-2
1 11669.02 2
1 1457535 4 1458050 (6)
2 1445677 00 47577 0 513.75 2 'N-2p'TL 2 656.89 00
3 25814 (6) 34548 3 40242 00 11
4 UL a0 o 2690 471 3025t 10 1368030 8 1374975 2 22
) 2 56175 5 63577 5 73505 4 |1 1366842 2 1371066 7
3 45816 3 566.80 8 o111 2 (20 80029 A0 TI8SY (106 1385182 0
22 4 33338 10 i a8 2 645.15 6
1 1240879 3 12418.63* 1 P 5 62029 6
2 1220322 00 31035 0 350.22 4b
3 18020 2 25558 0 |1 1147192 Ir 1150890 1  11578.69 00
4 1194699 00 037.52 00 090.79 00 |2 39832 1 47040 3 571.57 1
5 853.14 00 3 41058 7 U—2piT
4 336,17 1
5 266.92* 0 1-1
1
L—-2pT 22 2 1306121 3
11 1 1345276* 3 1347862 3 3 12816.83 00 12892.92 1 036,28 2
: 2 36807 5 41944 0 1349360 1 |4 65053 0 815.36 0 02823 9
1 1182197 4 3 36807 5 332.59 3 44449 1 |5 75461 3
2 1170280 0 74504 00 4 26027 3 226.20 (9) 37891 1
3 635.07 1 5 09044 5 14132 3
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TaABLE 111. Rotational differences of 2p11".

FOJ+1)—-FJ-1
V=0 uv 1 uv 2 uv 3 uv
2 302.60 302.53 286.90 287.7 271.60 27198 256.52 257.46
3 420.36 420.68 398.49 399.35 377.14 377.96 355.41
4 534.87 536.25 507.01 509.95 479.74 481.05 453.45
4 645.44 611.67 578.71
5 751.28 711.87 673.32

state which might influence it anywhere near.
Therefore the rotational levels of the 2p'I-
state should be regular and the constants cal-
culated from them in the usual way have the
theoretical meaning attributed to them in the
elementary theory of band spectra. The average
values of the rotational differences F(J-+1)
— F(J—1) are given in Table III. The values in
small print marked UV are those which Jeppesen
derived from the ultraviolet bands. The dis-
crepancy with our values gives an idea of the
accuracy of the ultraviolet data. It is curious to
see that all Jeppesen's values except one are
higher than ours, which cannot be accounted for
by accidental errors of measurement. The cause
is probably in the somewhat roundabout way
which Jeppesen had to use to extract the values
in the tables from the observational data.

As usual we represent the rotational levels by
the formula

F(J)=ByJ(J+1) =Dy J2(J+1)2+--- (1)

and calculate the constants By and Dy from the
first three differences in each column. For V'=3
the data are not quite sufficient to do this. The
use of more differences for the calculation of the
rotational constants would not increase their
accuracy as the expression (1) is a very poor
approximation for all but the lowest values of J.
The values obtained in this way are listed in
Table IV. The values in small print are those
derived by Jeppesen and from them the constants
in the expression )

By=B,—a(V+3)+B(V+3)? (2)
are found to be

B.=31.340, «=1.626, B=0.022.

The vibrational differences between successive
vibrational states with J=1 are given in the
second column of Table V.

The rotational part in the energy level for

G. H. DIEKE

TABLE IV. Constants used to determine rotational levels.

v 0 1 2 3
By 30.532 28.949 27.411 25.895
(30.539) (29.113) (27.485) (25.931)
Dy 0.0195 0.0186 0.0181 *
(0.0205) (0.0198) (0.0189)

* As the data are very scarce for V =3 the value for D3 was obtained
by extrapolation from Do to D2 and then the value of Bi calculated
from the single difference given in Table III.

TaBLE V. Vibrational diﬁerences of 2p1I.

1—-0 2305.51 2308.68
2—-1 2171.54 2174.62
3-2 2040.25

2043.28

J=1is 2By.5 If we therefore add 2(Byv—By41)
to the values of the second column of Table V
we get the true vibrational differences which are
given in the third column. From the first two
differences the constants in the formula

o(V+3) —a(V4+3)+ 3)
for the vibrational energy are found to be
w=2442.74, x=067.03.

The discrepancy of these values with 2468 and
88.93 which are the values which Jeppesen
derived for these constants from his data is
chiefly due to the different manner in which the
constants were determined. Jeppesen used two
more terms in formula (3). Whereas for most
molecules that would give a much better ap-
proximation, for H,, as I have pointed out before,
usually no increase in accuracy can be expected.
For it is necessary to use terms with higher
vibrational quantum numbers for the calculation
of the constants in the more extended formula
and for these the convergence of (3) which is
poor even for the lowest values of V becomes so
bad as to render the formula practically useless.
Therefore it cannot be expected that the values
of the constants derived from the more complete

5 In general the energy of a molecule of this type is in
good approximation
A+B[J(J+1)—2A24+L(L+1)].

The part B[L(L+1)—A2] which is usually omitted comes
from the interaction of rotation and electronic motion
(see e.g. G. H. Dieke, Phys. Rev. 47, 661 (1935)). 4 is
independent of J and contains the electronic and vibra-
tional energies. For a Il state L=1 and A =1 and therefore

the energy becomes
A+BJ(J+1)

which for J=11is 4+2B.



BANDS OF

TABLE VI. A-doublings of the 2p'I1 state.

HYDROGEN MOLECULE

INV 0 2 3
1 1.17 1.23 0.78 12.12
2. 3.47 3.39 1.42
3 6.51 5.93 — 3.54
4 9.95 6.58 +27.53
5 12.90

formula are more accurate than those derived
from just two differences, although these latter
values may also be considerably different from
the true ones.

A-DOUBLING AND PERTURBATIONS

The positions of the 2pUI+ levels will be in-
fluenced by the vicinity of the higher vibrational
levels of 2p'Z. Therefore we must expect irregu-
larities in the rotational levels of 2p'II*. Table
VI gives the A-doubling, i.e., II*(J)—II-(J).
This can be derived directly from the observa-
tions without the help of any formula, except
that the relative position of one ortho and one
para level must be known. We can take for this
e.g., 2pI—(1) and 2pII—(2) for V=0. As these
levels are represented well by formula (1) we
can find their relative position with any desired
accuracy, and this in turn will furnish all the
A-doublings within the errors of measurement.

Figure 1 shows the vibrational levels (for
J=2) of the 2p'Z and 2p'1I states and explains
the pecularities shown by the A-doublings of
Table VI. The vibrational levels of 2p2 for
7'>8 have not been actually observed but are
extrapolated values. V=4 of 2pII was taken
from Jeppesen’s data.

It is well known that two rotational levels of
2 and pII with the same value of J must repel
each other if they are close together. Further-
more we must remember that the spacing of
successive rotational levels is much closer for
2pZ than for 2pIl. Therefore we have to pay
particular attention to -a pll-level and the p=-
level which lies immediately above it. Successive
higher rotational levels of these two states will
come closer and closer together which means that
the pITt+ levels will show more and more depres-
sion if the approach of the levels is at all close.

This is further .illustrated in Fig. 2 which
shows the distance between the rotational levels
which perturb each other. (V=0 means Z3(J)
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l

0

F1G. 1. Relative positions of the vibrational levels (for
J=2) of 2p1= (left) and 2pTI (right). The levels of 2p'Z
with V'>8 are extrapolated.

—Ho(]), V= 1: 210(]) ——H1(]), V=2 : 212(.])
—1II,(J)). As the pZ levels can be obtained only
by extrapolation, the actual distances might be
somewhat different from those given in the
figures. The good qualitative agreement between
the predicted and observed perturbations shows,
however, that this difference can be only very
slight. For V=0 and small J values the 2pII
levels lie practically half way between V=7 and
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F1c. 2. Distance between the rotational levels of 2T and
the closest levels of 2p'Z with the same J.

V=8 of 2pZ and therefore the A-doubling shown
by these levels will be very closely the normal
doubling. For the highest observed J values the
A-doubling is only slightly less than the normally
expected one (which is proportional to J(J+41))
because the Zg levels are still sufficiently far off.
For J=6 the levels would be so close that we
would have a considerable perturbation.

Figures 1 and 2 show further that the V=1
level of 2pI1 is not very far below the 224, level.
For J=1 and 2 they are not sufficiently near to
show a significant deviation from the normal
A-doubling. However J=3 begins to show the
influence of the nearness of the Z;0 levels by
being appreciably depressed and J=4 shows this
influence much stronger. J=35 has not been
found. The extrapolated difference is only about
7 em~ which would produce a very large per-
turbation. It would be quite difficult to find the
lines belonging to this level. J=6 should have
an abnormally Jlarge A-doubling as the =i, level
lies now below the II; level.

This crossing over of rotational levels which
gives rise to a true perturbation is actually
observed for 2pIly*. The figure shows that this
crossing over occurs between J=3 and J=4. For
J=1 and 2 the approach is close enough so that
the 2pII,* levels are quite appreciably depressed.
For J=3 the 2pII;+ level is so much lowered that
the A-doubling becomes negative, whereas for
J=4 where the Z;; level lies below the II, level
the latter is shifted upwards and we obtain the
large positive value 27.53 for the A-doubling.

For the IIs-level the situation is slightly dif-
ferent. Here for J=1 the Z;+level lies slightly
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below the H3s-level so that the abnormally large
A-doubling 12.12 results. For increasing J-values
the 214 and II3-levels grow apart. However their
interaction, which is due to the influence of the
rotation on the electronic motion, becomes larger
with increasing rotation, so that nevertheless the
A-doubling may remain roughly the same al-
though J increases. Our data for V=3 are not
quite sufficient to establish that. It explains
however the fact mentioned by Jeppesen that
for V=3 all the observed rotational levels show
a perturbation of the approximately constant
amount 10 cm. There is no need to interpret
this as a vibrational perturbation, as Jeppesen
does. Vibrational perturbations between = and II
levels should be theoretically impossible.

The perturbations and the character of the
A-doubling are thus completely explained quali-
tatively by the interaction of the 2p!I levels
with the higher vibrational states of 2p'=. A
further quantitative study would be possible if
also these 2p3 levels would be known empirically.
The visible bands which come down on these
levels are too weak for observation. The bands
belonging to these levels in the ultraviolet
2p12—1s'T system might be present but they
have not been studied so far.

THE INITIAL STATES

There is no need to say much about the initial
states of the bands discussed here, as they are
well known from their combinations with the
2p'Z level which lie chiefly in the blue part of the
spectrum. A few of the rotational levels of the
initial states are new. In these cases their com-
binations with the 2p'Z states have been looked
for and usually found.

However, a few significant facts about the
states with both electrons excited came to light
which deserve being mentioned. These states
were first discovered by Richardson and given
names K, 'L, 1M, N, 10, 'Q. Besides there is a
state which gives rise to a single progression
(M\142.8) only (here called U). There was no
place for them in the scheme of the energy levels
(except possibly for !0 which was attributed by
Richardson to 1s¢ 3s¢!Z) with only one of the
two electrons excited, and therefore Weizel® and
Richardson? proposed that they must be due to

5 W. Weizel, Zeits. f. Physik 65, 456 (1930).
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states for which both the electrons are excited.
This explanation seems the only possible one
also in the light of further knowledge about them.

The properties of all these states are highly
irregular. We know that the interaction with
other states can produce such irregularities, but
if they exist it is often quite difficult to know
whether a given band is genuine or spurious. In
most cases the evidence which Richardson gives
can leave little doubt that the bands are real, but
in view of the great theoretical importance which
these levels have for the knowledge of the

structure of the excited hydrogen molecule, addi-

tional information about them is highly desirable.

Richardson gave also some of the transitions
of K and O with 2p'TI. Table II shows that now
the transitions of all these states with 2p'II are
known with the exception of Q which was
regarded as very doubtful by Richardson and
not included in his book. Some of the bands are
very weak and consist only of a few lines, but
they are always just the lines which must be
expected to be strongest. We have here thus
additional independent evidence that these
levels must be genuine. A few more interesting
facts appear from a study of the bands in
Table II.

In thie transitions of the 3d complex with 2511
as well as in the corresponding triplet bands, the
bands for which the vibrational quantum number
does not change are much stronger than any of
the bands off the main diagonal of the vibra-
tional scheme. According to the Franck-Condon
principle such a state of affairs must be expected
when the moment of inertia of the initial and
final states are not much different. This argu-
ment is often reversed to find the vibrational
quantum numbers from the intensity distribution
of a given band system. If the bands of a given
diagonal are much stronger than all the other
bands it is argued that this diagonal must be the
main diagonal of the system, i.e. correspond to
no change in the vibrational quantum number.
For the L, M and N transitions with 2p'II we
find that with Richardson’s assignment of vibra-
tional quantum numbers the strong bands would
be 0—1 and 1—2. Therefore the vibrational
quantum numbers of these three states were
raised by one in order to make the strong bands
1—1 and 2-52.
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This procedure is not free from objections. It
would imply that the moment of inertia of the
L, M and N states is nearly the same as that of
the 2p'I state, which seems highly improbable.
Furthermore if the lowest known vibrational
levels of these states have now V=1 there should
be lower lying levels with V'=0. I have looked
for them but have not been able to find them.
However, Richardson’s original assignment of
vibrational quantum numbers for these states
was based on a similar argument regarding the
intensity distribution in the transitions to 2p'Z,
where the state of affairs is more complex. I hope
that an analysis of the corresponding Ds and HD
bands on which Miss M. Lewis is working at
present will clear up the situation.

The U level has the peculiarity that for the
U—2p'Z bands only one branch in every band
is known. It was impossible to decide whether
this branch is a P, Q or R branch. However, the
transitions from the U level to 2p'II show P, Q
and R branches and it is seen immediately that
the single branches of Richardson’s 4142.8
progression must be P branches. Only one band
of the U—2p'l system is strong enough to be
found, but the existence of this one is beyond
any doubt. It ends on the V=1 level and by the
same argument which was used above we con-
clude that the vibrational quantum number of
the U level must be one. The question whether
this level is a 2, II, A, etc. level cannot be decided
with absolute certainty. Richardson gives the P3
lines in the strongest bands as the lines with the
lowest rotational quantum numbers, and from
that it would seem likely that U would be a
A-state. However, the R1 and Q2 lines of the
U—2p'I band are missing, whereas the P3 line
of this band is very weak. It is difficult to know
whether the absence of these lines is significant
or whether it only means that they are present
but so weak that they do not register on the
photographic. plate. If these lines are really
missing, i.e. if the P3 lines are spurious, the U
state would have to be a & state.

I shall leave the discussion of possible elec-
tronic - configurations for all these states to a
subsequent paper.

I wish to thank Mr. W. Durding for his help
with the measurements.



