
DECEMBER 15, 1930 PHYSICAL REVIEW VOLUME 36

RELATIVISTIC WAVE MECHANICS OF ELECTRONS
DEFLECTED BY A MAGNETIC FIELD

BY MILTON S. PLESSET*

SLOANE PHYSICS LABORATORY, YALE UNIVERSITY

{Received November 3, 1930)

ABsTRACT

It is shown that the relativistic vwve equation for electrons in a uniform magnetic
field leads to the same wave function as that already deduced by Page from the non-
relativistic equation. As in the latter case the motion at right angles to the field is
quantized.

An expression is found for the current density from the relativistic wave equation.
The relativistic expression differs from the non-relativistic only by a constant factor
which does not aHect the calculation of the mean radii of curvature of the electron
current.

Hence, for the relativistic case, as for the non-relativistic, the mean radius of
curvature is less than that expected on the classical theory. It follows that the classi-
cal relativistic relation between ~/p and the mean radius of curvature upon deflection
gives a value of ~/p which is too large.

~HE non-relativistic Schrodinger wave equation which governs the
motion of electrons in a uniform magnetic field has been solved by Page. '

The solution which he obtains shows that the mean radius of curvature of
the electron current is less than that given by the classical theory. An
appreciable error is thus introduced in applying the classical relation to the
determination of sjp, from deflection experiments.

Since the energies of the electrons used in deflection experiments are so
large, it was thought that a treatment of the problem by the relativistic wave
mechanics would be of interest.

THE RELATIVISTIC WAVE EQUATION

The relativistic wave equation' for electrons in a magnetic field is
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where A is the vector potential and p, is the rest mass of the electron. For a
uniform field H in the X direction

H H
A = —j—z+k—y.
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Eq. (1) then becomes in cylindrical coordinates r, 0, x,

~ Charles A. CoSn Fellow.
' Leigh Page, Phys. Rev. 35, 444 {1930).
' L. Brillouin, J.de Phys. et Le Radium 8, 74 {1927).
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where 8 is the total energy, and iri must be an integer for P to be single-
valued. Eq. (2) then leads to the ordinary difFerential equations
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in which n is the constant of separation. Eq. (4) states that the electrons
moving parallel to the field act like free particles. If we introduce the quanity

1
( g~ pic4)
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into Eq. (5), the difFerential equation for R becomes identical in form with
that deduced by Page from the non-relativistic wave equation. %e have
therefore, as in Page's development,

&II
lV= s+ —h , s =as+% =0, 1, 2,

2 2xpc

The energy E is thus completely quantized. ' We have also for the radius of
curvature r of the deRected electrons'

e~II2 2$ + 1

in which x= (27rsH/hc)r'. Rela—tivistic electrodynamics gives for the radius
of curvature in terms of W as defined in Eq. (6)
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so that the same correction is introduced here by the wave mechanics treat-
ment as in the non-relativistic case.

If the restriction of m to integral values is removed, the energy is no longer quantized.
Hovmver, k remains integral in order that the series for R shall terminate, and the validity of
subsequent calculations in both the non-relativistic and the relativistic case is not affected.

4 Page, Eq. (33).
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THE CURRENT

It is necessary to deduce from Eq. (1) an expression for the current
density. If the differential equation satisfied by P is multiplied by lP and the
result subtracted from the product of Eq. (1) and p, we get

1 g'p g'p 4~i~
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and

In addition we have

gV VP —PV V4 = V. (IVY —PV4),

A (IVY+ PV4) = V (A44).

E, a= —kri —Q—P)
h Bt

using Eq. (3). Eq. (10) may now be written
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We identify Eq. (11) with the equation of continuity so that the current
density is

~hc' 4xi~
AfP4~if hc

This result is to be compared with the non-relativistic expression
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The factor she /4szG appearing in Eq. (12) is, like that in Eq. (13),constant
in the coordinates so that it does not aGect the calculation of the mean radii
of curvature averaged with respect to the current density. Hence the
relativistic wave equation gives the same values for the mean radii of
curvature as those calculated by Page. 6

CONCLUSION

The relativistic wave equation leads to the same wave function for electrons
in a uniform magnetic field as that determined from the Schrodinger equation.

~ Condon and Morse, Quantum Mechanics, p. 30.' Page, Eqs. {45) and (48).
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The electron motion at right angles to the field is found to be completely
quantized as before. The relativistic expression for the current density difFers
from the non-relativistic only in that E/c' replaces y; this difference does not
afFect the calculation of the mean radii of curvature. We are led to a con-
clusion similar to that reached by the non-relativistic treatment: the classical
relativistic relation between s/p, and the mean radius of curvature upon de-
Rection gives a value for s/y which is too large.

In conclusion the writer wishes to acknowledge his indebtedness to Pro-
fessor Page for suggesting this problem and for his helpful criticism during its
consideration.


