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The polarization of bremsstrahlung at the short-wavelength limit is calculated by means of
Sommerfeld-Maue wave functions, i.e., for low atomic numbers. The two-component spinor
representation is used to obtain the correlations between the spins of the initial and final

electron and the photon polarization vector.

Formulas are given for the circular and linear

polarization of bremsstrahlung summed over the spin directions and integrated over the
angles of the final electron, the incoming electron being longitudinally or transversely po-
larized. The photon polarization from unpolarized electrons is derived. Finally, comparison
with Born-approximation calculation is made and numerical results are shown. The agree-
ment with experimental data is not very satisfactory; it is probably due to the fact that ex-
periments are not performed directly at the short-wavelength limit.

I. INTRODUCTION

The polarization of bremsstrahlung has previ-
ously been investigated either using the Born ap-
proximation!—7 or taking into account the Coulomb
potential exactly. In the latter case, however,
calculations are only available for nonrelativistic®
or very high® energies of the incoming and out-
going electrons. At the short-wavelength limit,
the Olsen-Maximon method® is not suited at all,
and the results of Sommerfeld® are only valid for
very low energies. Using the connection between
the atomic photoeffect and the high-frequency limit
of bremsstrahlung spectrum, Fano and his co-
workers!?—!3 have justified applying the Born ap-
proximation even for zero momentum of the final
electron.'* This relationship was extended by
Pratt!® to the next order in Z/137, and it can be
used to evaluate cross sections and polarization
correlations of bremsstrahlung.

In this paper, the polarization of bremsstrahlung
at the short-wavelength limit is calculated using
Sommerfeld-Maue wave functions.!® This does
not amount to a pure expansion in powers of
Z/131, although the resulting formulas are valid
only for low atomic numbers Z. This restriction
is common to both the present calculation and the
Born-approximation results, The criterion for
the latter to be valid is'® Z/137 < ¢y i, Where
4min is the minimum momentum transfer to the
nucleus in units of mc (m is the electronrest mass).
dmin 18 always less thanunit, and is small compared
to 1 for low energies. On the other hand, the for-
mulas of Sec. III are correct for all energies pro-
vided that Z/137 << 1. Thus, the two methods of
calculating the polarization of bremsstrahlung at
the high-frequency limit are expected to agree on
the whole for high energies of the incoming elec-
tron, whereas the Born approximation breaks
down for small energies.

Previous calculations dealing with atomic photo-
effect beyond the Born approximation can be com-
pared with the present ones only to a limited ex-
tent for the following reasons: (a) Most work con-
sidered the high-energy limit, or the summation
over polarization and spin directions was per-
formed at an early stage of the calculations. (b)
Polarization correlations evaluated exactly by
numerical methods!"»!® are available only for high
atomic numbers Z, and for relatively low photon
energies where the relationship to bremsstrahlung
is no more valid. So the results of Nagel, !° cor-
rect to relative order Z/137, are the only ones to
be compared with the polarization formulas of
Sec. IIl. Screening is neglected throughout this
paper.

II. MATRIX ELEMENT

Neglecting radiative corrections, the matrix
element for bremsstrahlung is

M=Cfo, @ Ty @ar

9r \1/2
where C =—eh’c<—7;— ,
mck

, 2.1)

(2.2)

and @ is the Dirac matrix operator, Tisthe electron
coordinate in units of /mc, € is the polarization
vector of the photon, k is the momentum of the
photon in units of mc and k= 1k | its energy in

units of the rest energy of the electron mc2. The
Sommerfeld-Maue wave functions, which behave
asymptotically like a plane wave plus outgoing and
ingoing spherical wave, are, respectively, 2% 2!
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x F(ay; 1; ipr=ib, - Flu®,), (2.3a)

si@E=ntat @) e P 146 /2e ) - )

X Fliay; 1; ip,7r+iD, - T), (2. 3b)
where the subscripts 1 and 2 refer to initial and
final state of the electron; ¢, , is the total energy
of the electron in units of mc?, §,,, its momentum
in units of mc, so that €, ;*=P, ,>+1, N, and N,
are normalization factors, F is the confluent hy-
pergeometric function with indicated arguments,
u(P, ) is the spinor of the free electron, and

a,=(€/pla, a,=(e,/py)a, a=aZ; (2.4)
a = 1/137 is the Sommerfeld fine-structure con-
stant.

Substituting these wave functions in (2.1), the

integration yields for low atomic numbers Z 2:

M=k @) [(E-8%)1,+G-8%) (@ 1)

+@ 1)@ E"Nu@)) (2.5)
with 5 v
€ €
L2, g (5o 5 )

- vq . w [i; ..(u >](
I=K! +i0, —— |— -q(=— -1)|{"’
? ') D.4* *D\D, [ p, d D, )

Lo ) g vie, gl - (1)
I,=K," +ia — —q(5=+1) |;
3 l’ D1q2 1 DlD2 pz D1 s!(2.8)
K=(i/mc)3CN,N% , (2.9)
ia,/ ,\ia,
- drge" ™ _42_> (L)
K, =4mae (Dz D (2.10)
D,=2(ek-k-B,), D,=2(k-k-B,), (2.11)

N' =[(e+1)/2€]%/2
By introducing (3.1), (3.3), and (3.4) into (2.5)

1/2 - -
(e,+1)(e;+1) ) ok z.8"
- g W o L *
M K( Tec, va[<€2+1 -8
- - - X - ¥ -
L6-5)6-8)6-1)6G-5)

(€1+1)(62+1)

)+ (@

+@ 1)@ .2

po=(p+p )P =R2, (2.12)

P =p,B,+ 0,0, » (2.13)
and §d=5,-D,-k . (2.14)
V and W are the hypergeometric functions,

V=,F (ia,, ia,;1; x) (2.15)
and W =,F,(1+ia,, 1+ia,; 2; x) , (2.16)
where x=1-ug4?/D,D, (2.17)

The quantities I |, -I.z, and Ta satisfy the relation

T,=(e,/6)1,+ /26,0, . (2.18)

III. CALCULATION OF THE POLARIZATION

The polarization of bremsstrahlung is calculated
by using the two-spinor representation (split rep-
resentation). ®?* For this purpose, the Dirac op-
erator o is expressed in terms of the Pauli spin
matrices ={0,, 0y,0,}, and the spinors «(f5) are
replaced by the two component spinors v and w

a= (g g) u(5)=N’<Z)> , (3.1)

where N' is a normalization factor. Substituting
(3.1) and the representation

-(5.5)

in the Dirac equation for a free particle, one ob-
tains

(3.2)

-—vo "1'“
=N’ - >— '<o‘p >
u=N (€+1 Y=N"\e777/ (3.3)

Assuming v to be normalized, »Tv=1, normaliza-
tion #Tu=1 gives

(3.4)
-a*)%%)m(a EN6E -1,
*)+(3.52)(5.13)(6,3*)(5431)]v“ @3.5)

(€1+1)(€2+1)
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where v, and v, are the Pauli spinors describing the initial and final spin states. We use the relation
(2.18) and the identity

@ .R)@-B)=K.B+ig-&xB), (3.6)

and at the short-wavelength limit (p,=0), the matrix element M is reduced to the form

1/2 * . *
M,= lim M=K<i§i> {0 [ -1)+iGF - (€ xD]o} , (3.7)
€.l
pz"o
where T=(€1+1)T20+[51/(€l+1)+%6]1m , (3.8)
-j =—k.f20 +[51/(€1*1)‘%a]1m ’ (3. 9)

. K 2 € . K-B, .
Io,=lim I, = -(;-.j— [(—7 - —-“—> (Vy - ia,W,) +¢€, ?gi)a- zaWo} )

E
pz"’o 1
- - (3.10)
1, =lim I,= X, a(V, - ia, W) + L+§z———.:2('1' iaW,
20 27 2kg? qiv 1™ b, D2 kb, of »
[)2-»0
V, =limV = Flia; 1; i£) , W,=lim W=F(1 +ia, ;2;i¢), (3.11)
pz"o pz"o
and £= lim azx=a<_2ﬂ_2'_p_z_ _k-B, _ 21_> , (3.12)
p _‘0 qu kpz k
2

F denoting the confluent hypergeometric function. The Pauli spinor v is chosen to be an eigenstate of the
component of & along a unit vector ¢

@G -fw=v . (3.13)

This equation defines the polarization direction ¢ in the rest system of the electron. The projection opera-
tor voT for the spin state v and the diagonal matrix element » 7§y are then given by®?2

wt=31+5-7) , (3.14)
and vtGv=f . (3.15)

Taking the absolute square of the matrix element (3. 7) and using the relations (3.6), (3.14), and (3.15),
we obtain

-

|M,|? =|K\2§J‘i:—11{(|é'* T2+ 8% xT DA+, - E,)-2Re( [@Xx T*)x EJ[E* xT)xE,))

~2F,x£,) - Re[@* 1@ xT*)] +2Im[E* - 1)@ xT*) - €, +F,)]

i [ExTNE* =T -C,-£,)) . (3.16)

This equation gives the correlations between the polarization of bremsstrahlung and the initial and final
spin states of the electron.
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The absolute square of the matrix element summed over the polarization directions Ez of the outgoing
electron is

z;* |a)2= |k |2 Sa2= +1{|** Tlo4|8*x T 2+2mm[@*- D@ xT*)-£,] +i[ExT*)
x @*x T} . (3.17)
In order to calculate the circular polarization of bremsstrahlung, the vector € is written
Co-12 (2 48 .
2 (ex;uey) s (3.18)

the upper and lower signs referring to the cross section 0, and o7 of right and left circularly polarized
radiation, respectively. €, and ey are unit vectors in the directions of the x and y axis of a coordinate
system whose z axis pomts in the direction of the outgoing photon and where P, is in the x-z plane (see
Fig. 1). We then have

Dg, |mo|?= |k |2 = S {[TxkleeiG@xT) Be [T]24] T4

ii<JxJ*>-é+znn(mE1 [@*xg,) k)

+2Re[Ix G*xZ )] -k +2Re[(F - )@* - R —i[GxT*)xE)-E, xk]} , (3.19)
where k=K/k (3.20)
is the unit vector in the direction of the outgoing photon.
The circular polarization is given by
PZ=(oy—ol)/(Or+UZ) . (3.21)

From Eq. (3.19), one obtains

P,c)- 2Re[ (F-£)G* - 5) = A xH)- G*xE)+i[AxT%+ G xi*)] - 4
z I Txki2+131241F - k12+2Im{(x k). [(T*xE)x R} -i[G X T*)xE] - £, x k] (3.22)

The cross sections o) and 0} , for bremsstrahlung which is, respectlvely, linearly polarized in the B,— k

plane and perpendlcular to that plane, are proportional to 2;2 | My 12 [Eq. (3.17)] if one sets, respectively,
€=8,and € = ey

o *1K|® —-L——{II I +lJl2—|J |2+2Im[I a* xg)]-z(JxJ*) £} (3.23)

FIG. 1. Choice of coordinate axes.
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2 §+1 2, 1 J12- 2 * 7 (T
o <K be {llyl +1I1E= 1T +2Im[IyG xgl)y] i (I xJ )ygxy} . (3.24)

The linear polarization

Pl=(ol—0”)/(ol+0”) (3.25)

can be obtained from Eqs. (3.23) and (3. 24):
B

2 2 2 2 > % - > % - . > % L
I°- - - - *
I yl 17l !Jyl +1J 1 +21m{1y(J ><§1)y Ix(J xgl)x} +i(@TxJ )xglx i(FxJ*) g,

= F— F— PO — 2 Y (3.26)
ITxkl2e1 12417 k1 242Im{{ x 8) - [G* x E)x B]} =i [@ xT¥)x k] - [£,x B]

The formulas (3.22) and (3. 26) give, respectively, the circular and linear polarization of the photons for
the elementary process of bremsstrahlung at the short-wavelength limit for arbitrary polarization ¢, of the
incoming electron. If the numerators and denominators of these expressions are integrated over the an-
gles of the final electron, we obtain the polar1zat10n of the bremsstrahlung emitted in direction %. It can
be shown that for definite spin directions g 1» some terms of the numerators and denominators of Pz(g ) and
Py (g ) vanish when these mtegratmns are performed. In the coordinate system of Fig. 1, the unit vectors
in the directions of p,, D,, and k are given by

b, =(sin6,, 0, cosé,),
p, = (sind,cos¢, sinb,sing, cosb,) , (3.27)
k=(0, 0, 1).
The functions V; and W, inT and J depend on cos® and are therefore even functions of ¢:
Vi(=9)=V(9) , Wo(-9¢)=Ww,(s) . (3.28)

That is, integrals of the form fozﬂc(k B,) ,W,sing d¢ vanish. If Egs. (3.10) are substituted in (3.8) and
(3.9) it can be verified that the expressions Im[1 - (J* X £,)] forg;l =p, and for £,=% ori(FxJ3*): £ have
the form G(&, P JRe(V,w*)(p,x p,)- k, for example. Since (1’ x P, )+ k =siné , 5inf, sing and dQ
=sin6,d6,dp, the integrals [Im[ T - (J* xp)]dfy,, [m[T - (J*x k)]da, and if(Ix3*)- kdﬂpz
vamsh. Using this, the following formulas for the polarization of bremsstrahlung integrated over the an-
gles of the final electron are obtained:

A. Circular Polarization of Bremsstrahlung
1. Electrons Longitudinally Polarized € ,=+p )
2 [Rel(F - $)(F*-8)- (Ax k) (3*x p)]adn

P(:h,)=+ . - Pz (3.29)
JUIxE|2+]3|2+|F - E]z)dﬂp

2. Electrons Polarized Transversely in the Plane of Emission (f = ﬁlx éy)
oL 2fRe{[(i+3)-(ﬁlx5)](3*-}3)—&-3*)(131-e)}dQ
P, (,x%)= — L2 (3. 30)
JIxB|2+|T - klz)dﬂp
2

3. Electrons Polarized Transversely Pevpendicular to the Plane of Emission (£ =& )

Pz(éy)=0 . (3.31)
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4. Electrons Polarized in Photon Direction ( E 1= k)

2 [Re[(T- £)(3*- B)-(TIx k). (F*x £)] a9,

P (k)= ——— - (3.32)
z f(|I><k|2+|J|2+|3-k|2)de
2
B. Linear Polarization of Bremsstrahlung
1. Electrons Longitudinally Polarized €,= +p,)
V- 2 _ 2 _ 2 2 Ixblz 1 712.17.5]2 .
Plepy)= fUL 121 2= |7 |2+ 17, [Da@, / [([IxE|*+|3]*+]3-B|?)aq, . (3.33)
2. Electrons Polarized Transversely in the Plane of Emission (§ = p,x Ey)
Pylbyx@)= JUL [P 1112 |7 |2+ |7 a0, / [ TxE|2[3]2+ |3 - k2ag, (3.34)
3. Electrons Polarized Transversely Perpendicular to the Plane of Emission (L. ‘=Ey)
S{lr 2= |1 |2= |7 |2+ |J |2+2Im[1 G* - £)] -i(F xT*)-&}an
PG )= y__ X ) * - — Y P . (3. 35)
Y JUTxE 24 |3 |2+|F - k|2-2mm[1 G* - £)] -i@ xT*)- graa,
2

Contrary to the results of Olsen and Maximon® for high energies, the linear polarization of the radiation is
dependent on the polarization of the initial electron.

The polarization of bremsstrahlung for unpolarized electrons in the initial state is calculated by averag-
ing 77, | M,! ? over all spin directions ¢,. From Eq. (3.17)

S I I Ml2= k|2 S (axq]2, [5xxF)n) . (3. 36)
&t :

The corresponding formulas for circular and linear polarization of bremsstrahlung are, respectively,
Pz =- i[(fo"‘)+ (3><3*)] IZ/(l fXE|2+ |5| 24 |3 I;' ), (3.37)

and Py=(|L )= L ]2 |7, |2 | /(DB (3|24 ]3-4)
(3.38)

If the numerators and the denominators of these expressions are integrated over the angles of the final
electron, one obtains, because of the same symmetry reasons as above,

P =0, (3.39)
and Pl=f(|lyl2-llx|2—lJy‘2+lef’)dﬂpz/f(lfoh|3[2+l3-12|2)d9p2 .

That is, for unpolarized electrons, the circular polarization of bremsstrahlung is zero, while the linear
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polarization of the radiation has the same value as for an electron beam polarized longitudinally or trans-

versely in the plane of emission.

The above formulas are valid for all initial electron energies €, in case of low atomic numbers Z.

IV. COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS CALCULATIONS

The Born-approximation formulas for polariza-
tion of bremsstrahlung at the short-wavelength
limit can be derived from the corresponding ex-
pressions of Sec. I by taking the limit Z-~0.
Since lim V=1 as a~0, we have

PN

imL .1 L<_,_€ +3 __1_>
lf,n:,Kl s [A 7 2 )P

a
—(Fk;,— +—]2’—>13] , (4.1)

+<;—-—§—>E] . 4.2)

When these expressions are substituted in Eqgs.
(3.29) to (3.35), the integration over the angles of
the final electron can be simply performed, yield-
ing a factor of 47. One gets, for instance,

B 4+(k-2/k)g*

lim PZ(¢51)=12’—— A 4.3)
a=0 ! 4+(k-1)¢g?
lim P, (k)= k2 4+ (e 2/R =g /2%y g
a=0 Py 4+(k-1)¢?
. s . A4R|p ¥ E
lim P, (p,x ey)—n—-'(-m)—&lr s (4.5)
a-0
and for arbitrary E 1
. 4-4°
1 ==
R Rl S (VP 4.6

where, according to (2.14), the square of the mo-
mentum transfer to the nucleus is

¢ =(5,-K)2=2k-k )
= 2k(e, - p,cosb,) . 4.7

These formulas have been calculated by Fano,
McVoy, and Albers'! [ Eqs. (4.3) and (4.4)], by

Nagel® [ Eqs. (4.3) and (4.5)], and by Gluckstern
and Hull? [ Eq. (4.6)].

It is easy to see from Eqs. (3.8)-(3.10) that in
the expressions for T and J, the factors of V, are
not dependent on the unit vector 52. So the polar-
ization obtained in Born approximation should
agree with the corresponding formulas of this pa-
per on condition that the terms proportional to
| V,|? in the numerators and the denominators of
these expressions are large compared to those
proportional to Im(V,W¥) and to | W,| 2. Now both
the numerators and the denominators of the Born-
approximation formulas originally contain the fac-
tor (B, x k)? which cancels out in Egs. (4.3)-(4.6).
Likewise, in Eqs. (3.29)-(3.35), all the terms pro-
portional to | V% have this factor, and the terms
proportional to Im(V,W¢) are multiplied by
(P,xk). Hence, only the terms proportional to
| W,l2, i.e., those of relative order a?, do not
vanish for photons emitted in forward and in back-
ward directions (cf., Appendix), and the above
condition is violated for 6, near 0 and 7. Conse-
quently, the cross section and the polarization of
bremsstrahlung should differ strongly for these
angles in the two approximations considered.

That does not necessarily mean that the present
calculations are correct even for low atomic num-
bers, since the terms neglected in the approxi-
mate wave functions contribute to lowest nonvan-
ishing order in forward and in backward direc-
tions. Nevertheless, the formulas of Sec. III are
superior to the Born-approximation results. For
example, they yield a zero degree of linear polar-
ization for 6,=0 and 6, =7, as required by sym-
metry. The nonvanishing terms in forward direc-
tion of relative order a? have been mentioned by
several authors. 151928 For the relativistic K-shell
photoeffect, they have been calculated exactly by
Weber and Mullin, #

Another case where the present calculations
should not coincide with Born-approximation re-
sults is the low-energy limit. By neglecting terms
of relative order 8,*=(p,/€,), Eq. (3.40) is re-
duced to

fUr12-11 1?4
p-—X¥ * P (4.8)
I 2 2
f(lyl + 11| )dﬂpz

because | 1 /171 is of order 8,2 For g2«l1,
this can be shown to transform into Sommerfeld’s
nonrelativistic expression for the linear polariza-
tion of bremsstrahlung at the short-wavelength
limit, derived with the aid of the Schrddinger
equation and taking into account retardation. ®
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Hence, (3.40) is correct even for high atomic num-
bers Z whenever 8,2<1.2! The Born approxima-
tion is valid for a Z <qmin = p, -k, qmin being
the radius of convergence of the expansion of the
matrix element in powers of a Z.!® In the non-
relativistic limit, the minimum momentum trans-
fer to the nucleus is gmin = p, - $,>/2<1, and the
condition o Z <p, is satisfied poorly.

Polarization correlations which go beyond the
Born approximation can be derived from the con-
nection between the atomic photoeffect and the
high-frequency region of bremsstrahlung. Using
an improvement of the Sommerfeld-Maue final-
state wave function, Nagel'® has computed the rel-
ativistic K-shell photoeffect to relative order aZ,
including all polarization effects. He has given
formulas corresponding to circular polarization
of bremsstrahlung at the short-wavelength limit,?®
consisting of the Born-approximation results and
a first-order correction. Tables I and II show
the circular polarization of bremsstrahlung from
longitudinally and transversely polarized electrons,
respectively. Whereas, the present calculation
and the polarization of Nagel agree rather well
for intermediate angles 6 ,, the difference is lar-
gest in forward and in backward directions, as ex-
pected from the above remarks. It is to be noted
that the Born-approximation values generally are
still closer to the present ones, that is the correc-
tion of order aZ worsens the agreement. For
sinf, < 1, the corrected polarizations of Nagel are
less reliable than the Born-approximation results.
This can be seen especially with Pz(§,x&y), the
absolute value of which becomes larger than unity

for small angles 6, and 7— 6,. Hence, none of the
approximations considered are valid at forward
and backward angles.

V. NUMERICAL RESULTS

The equations representing the polarization of
bremstrahlung have been programmed for a
Siemens 2002 computer. Some results of the nu-
merical calculations are given in Figs. 2-5. They
show the polarization as a function of the photon
energy k = €, -1 for various spin directions £ ;
the parameter is the angle of emission 6,. In
agreement with Olsen and Maximon,® the circular
polarization P,($,) tends towards unity for high-
energy electrons (cf., Appendix) while all other
kinds of polarization go to zero. In the nonrela-
tivistic limit, P;(¢,).is of order p 2 as can easily
be seen from Eq. (3.22), taking into account that
1T1/1T1 =0(?). For the same reason, the
linear polarization becomes independent of ¢ ,. In
Fig. 6, Py is plotted against the angle g for var-
ious atomic numbers Z. As emphasized by Pratt
et al. ,'® the polarization curves undergo very
rapid changes over the region of small angles, in
contrast with their comparatively slow variation
through the main angular region. The linear polar-
ization is strongly Z-dependent, especially near
the forward direction (6,=0°). As discussed in
Sec. IV, the Born-approximation calculation dif-
fers strongly from the other curves at small angles.
In particular, it results in a finite degree of polar-
ization at 6,=0,

TABLE 1. Circular polarization of bremsstrahlung from longitudinally polarized electrons P,( 51) for Z=13 and
photon energy hv =500 keV.

0° 2° 10° 20° 30° 60° 90° 150°
Present
0.66 054 049 046 043 024  =—0.02 —-0.50
work
P,(5y) Nagel® 048 048 047 045 041 023  —0.02 -0.44
Born approx- 049 049 049 046 043  0.24  =—0.02 —0.48
imation

2Reference 19.

TABLE II. Circular polarization of bremsstrahlung from transversely polarized electrons P, ( 51 X Ey) for Z=13
and photon energy kv =500 keV.

0° 2° 10° 20° 30° 60° 90° 150°
Present
0 0.03 0.17 0.33 0.49 0.85 0.99 0.45
work
P,(pyx &) Nagel? -0.12 0.14 0.33 0.49  0.87  1.00  0.39
Bo. approx-
1 Spprox 0 0.03 0.17 0.34 0.49  0.86  1.00  0.51
imation

2Reference 19.
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FIG. 2. Circular polarization of bremsstrahlung from longitudinally polarized electrons for Z=13 and various angles

of emission.

Since there have been almost no previous mea-
surements of the polarization of the short-wave-
length limit of bremsstrahlung, these calculations
were compared in Figs. 7-9 with experimental
data of Motz and Placious® for £=0.9(¢, - 1). The
theoretical values are generally too high. How-
ever, they give the form of the linear polarization
(for instance, the change of sign at higher ener-

gies) correctly. It is to be expected that experi-
ments performed directly at the short-wavelength
limit will give a higher degree of polarization.
From these figures, one cannot estimate how much
the formulas of Sec. III are valid for high atomic
numbers at the energies considered, because the
agreement with the measurements is also rather
unsatisfactory for Z =4. Nevertheless, a single

xﬁy)

A,

Z=13

FIG. 3. Circular polarization of bremsstrahlung from electrons polarized transversely in the plane of emission.
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FIG. 6. Linear polarization of bremsstrahlung from

unpolarized electrons for various atomic numbers Z.

value of the linear polarization P; may be com-
pared with the high-frequency limit of the exact
numerical calculation of bremsstrahlung polariza-
tion by Brysk, Zerby, and Penny.?’ For Z =179,
the photon energy kv = 180keV and 6, = 47.7°,
these authors obtained P; ~ —0. 74 as against

7 =~ -0.77 from Eq. (3.40); the Born approxi-
mation [Eq. (4.6)] yields P; ~-0,95.

Recently, Scheer, Trott, and Zahs?® measured
the linear polarization of bremsstrahlung for
Z = 6 and the kinetic energy of the incoming elec-
tron E, = 35keV. Their results at the short-wave-

length limit were compared with these calculations.

The experimental degree of polarization proved
lower than the computed one for all angles con-
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FIG. 7. Linear polarization of bremsstrahlung from

unpolarized electrons in comparison with experimental
data for the kinetic electron energy E{=100 keV. Theo-
retical curves: mc?k=100 keV; experimental points:
mctk=90 keV.
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FIG. 8. Linear polarization of bremsstrahlung from

unpolarized electrons in comparison with experimental
data for E{=500 keV. Theoretical curves: mc*k =500
keV; experimental points: mc’k =450 keV.
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30°

FIG. 9. Linear polarization of bremsstrahlung from
unpolarized electrons in comparison with experimental
data for E;=1 MeV. Theoretical curves: mck=1
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4 EBERHARD HAUG 188

APPENDIX

The circular polarization of bremsstrahlung from longitudinally polarized electrons is considered for the
case of radiation emitted in the forward direction (£ = $,). Then the quantities T and J, [ Egs. (3. 8) and
(3.9)], are reduced to the form

T ~ ~ooa k 2 k 1 ~ 1

I=K1€_‘EZ_&{(1 +1—;’->p1V0+[<p1-p2<1 *E)" =4 _}T>’S‘+ ‘—kﬁ—pz]’z—“wo} , (A1)
E\e o R 1z =i

I=KXEJ;TI"“{[<1+;—L>I,I-1,2_—p—x]pl—pz}z—za—%; (A2)

and Eq. (3.29) gives

[LF = By by b 2B <P F ) o, B-p (a3)
[h (=55 20 2.1) (5 % = =py - 3
JTRA =B, 5,0 +0,2(e 2+ 1) B, X B, )] Iu{,[dapz

Pz(d:ﬁl) =%

From this, one can easily derive the circular polarization for two special cases: (a) €, >1: For high
energies of the incoming electron, the numerator and denominator of (A3) are equal and thus

Pz(iﬁl) ~ 1, €>»1 . (A4)
(b) (p,/2)*< 1: For low energies, k* < p,*; hence,
P &h,) == /(€ 2+1), b,/2) <1. (A5)

This formula may be used for p, £ 0. 6, that is, up to photon energies of about 85 keV, the error being less
than 1%.
For £ = 51, the confluent hypergeometric function W, takes the form

W, = F(1 + ia,; 2; iaXx), (a6)

where x = - (p,/k) A =p,-p,) . (am)

Expanding W, in terms of a = aZ, one gets

%=1+i%xa_ [(51/2P1)X+§x2]a2+“' ’ (A8)
and |W,|2=1-[(e,/p,) x +&x2%]a®+0(@*) . (a9)

When (A9) is substituted in (A3), the integration can be performed; one obtains

(h.) st 4k*+ 2p *+ (6€ &%+ p,* + 3.2€,p,%)a® (A10)
P \&D1) % 51 2p 2(e 2+ 1) + [6€ Fo+(€ 2+ 1)(€ %+ 0. 6) + 3. 2¢€ %Ja® °
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