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Regge Trajectory of the Pion in the NN Bethe-Salpeter Equation*
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In the region near f=0, we solve the O(4) projected f17N Bethe-Salpeter equation for the pion's Regge
trajectory. We Gnd that there are two Regge trajectories with the same quantum numbers as the pion
which lie above J= —1. At t=0, the highest-lying trajectory has Toiler quantum number %=1. The
other Regge trajectory lies somewhat further below and has the Toiler quantum number M =0. In addition
to the intercepts, we also calculate the slopes of these trajectories.

I. INTRODUCTION
' 'N the region near t=0, there are currently two ap-
~ ~ proaches followed in the fitting of experimental data
in the reactions yp-+n+n, np —& pm, AN —+ pA, and
their corresponding finite-energy sum rules. One ap-
proach proposes pion conspiracy while the other em-

ploys Regge cuts as well as poles. In this work we adopt
the former approach and hence implicitly assume that
the sects of the cuts are small.

With this assumption that the cuts can be neglected,
experimental and theoretical evidence seems to indicate
that there are two nearby Regge trajectories with the
same quantum numbers as the pion. The forward peaks
in pion photoproduction' and np charge exchange' have
been interpreted as the exchange of a "pion" Regge tra-
jectory with Toiler quantum number M=1. The for-
ward peaks in the reactions AN ~ pD and sr%-+ f'A
are explained by the exchange of a pion Regge trajec-
tory with M=O, as the polarizations of the p and f'
have been measured to be almost totally longitudinal. '4
The result of finite-energy sum rule calculations have the
pion Regge trajectory being 3E= 1 near t= 0.' However,
as has been noted many times previously, the physical
pion must lie on an M =0 trajectory. 6 Thus, the ex-
perimental and theoretical evidence points to the fact
that the exact nature of the pion's Regge trajectory
near (=0 is quite complicated.

In a previous publication, we have developed the
formalism necessary to study the nature of the pion's
Regge trajectory near f=0 in the context of the N'N

Bethe-Salpeter (BS) equation. ' In this paper we wish

*Work supported in part by the University of California and
the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission.

t Based in part on a thesis submitted in partial fu1611ment of
the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Physics,
University of California.

' J. S. Ball, W. R. Frazer, and M. Jacob, Phys. Rev. Letters 20,
318 (1968).

~ R. J. N. Phillips, Nucl. Phys. B2, 394 (1967); F. Arbab and J.
Dash, Phys. Rev. 163, 1603 (1967).' M. LeBellac, Phys. Letters 25B, 524 (1967).

4 Aachen-Berlin-CERN Collaboration, Phys. Letters 27B, 174
(1968).

A. Bietti, P. DiVecchia, F. Drago, and M. L. Paciello, Phys.
Letters 26B, 457 (1968);D. P. Roy and S-Y Chu, Phys. Rev. 171,
1762 (1968).' R. Sawyer, Phys. Rev. Letters 19, 137 (1967);21, 764 (1968).

~ W. R. Frazer, H. M. Lipinski, and D. R. Snider, Phys. Rev.
174, 1932 (1968).

8 H. M. Lipinski and D. R. Snider, Phys. Rev. 176, 2054 (1968).

186

to report the results of the numerical solution of the
EX BS equation in the ladder approximation. We fol-

low the work of Scotti and Wong, ' using the exchanges
of theo-, x, q, p, or, and ymesons as the forces which bind
the nucleon-antinucleon system. ' We find that there
are two Regge trajectories with the same quantum
numbers as the pion which lie above J= —1. At t=0
the highest-lying trajectory has the Toiler quantum
number SI= 1.The other trajectory ~which lies quite far
below the 3f= 1 trajectory has SI=0. The on-shell con-

tribution of the 35=1 trajectory to the xEÃ vertex
corresponds to that of the parent of Freedman and
Wang" (I'W) type III, while the contribution of the
M= 0 trajectory corresponds to that of the erst daugh-

ter of FW type II. The M=O trajectory which would

contribute to the parent of FW type I is not present.
With an M = 1 pion trajectory lying highest at t= 0,

trajectory-mixing models have been postulated in order
to obtain a physical pion. "The qualitative nature of

the trajectory mixing for the two trajectories which we

find to be present has previously been examined. ' '
Since the 35=0 trajectory lies far below J=O, it must
have a very large slope if it is to produce the physical
pion. We find that the coupling of the 3f=0 trajectory
to the 1' system alone is insufficient to give such a

large slope.
In Sec. II, we discuss the NX BS equation and brieQy

review its O(4) projection. In Sec. III, we perform the

O(4) projection of the meson exchanges kernels which

we use to bind the NX system. The numerical results
for the two Regge trajectories are given in Sec. IV.

II. THE NN BS EQUATION

At zero-momentum transfer the scattering amplitude
is invariant under transformations of the symmetry
group O(3,1), and hence is diagonal in the representa-

9 A. Scotti and D. Y. Wong, Phys. Rev. 138, 8145 (1965);J. S.
Ball, A. Scotti, and D. Y. Wong, ibid. 142, 1000 (1966).
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=B- 8 -8(P' P»)+
(22r) 4

d q M ~'8~ &4(p, q, k)

XS„(-,'k+q)S44 ('k q)B;4 8(q,P-, k)—, (2 3)

where iS is the nucleon propagator and —iB is the sum
of the oR-shell contributions of the one-particle-
exchange diagrams. It is more convenient for the pro-
jection of the BS equation into 0(4) partial waves to
work with the amplitude E defined by

&- 8 -8(P',P,k)

~- 8 V4(p', P,k)SV-(2k+ p)S48(2k P) (2 4)—
In order to obtain a Euclidean metric, we perform a
Wick rotation of the contour of integration in Eq. (2.3)
and make the definitions k'=ik', p'= ip', etc. The four-

"W. R. Frazer, F. R. Halpern, H. M. Lipinski, and D. R.
Snider, Phys. Rev. 176, 2047 (1968).

tion functions of the group. As a result, Regge trajec-
tories at t=0 are classified by the additional quantum
numbers n and M, the Casimir operators of the sym-
metry group. Away from t=O, Regge trajectories are,
in general, mixtures of representations with diRerent
n's and M's. However, if one adopts an oR-shell ap-
proach and expands the oR-shell scattering amplitude
in a power series in t, then for a Regge trajectory with
a given n and 3E at t=O, the admixing of other repre-
sentations away from 3=0 follows a regular pattern. "
To a given power of t, only a finite number of represen-
tations are mixed in. It is possible, in this way, to study
the nature of Regge trajectory away from t=0. Al-

though the mixing of representations is of a general
nature, it is necessary to adopt a model in order to
obtain quantitative results. One such model for study-
ing the nature of the pion's Regge trajectory is the EE
BS equation.

We make use of the fact that the nucleon-nucleon
BS equation can be used to obtain the results for the
nucleon-antinucleon system if the signs of the odd-6-
parity meson exchanges are changed. "We therefore
consider nucleon-nucleon scattering in the t channel
with the T matrix defined by

p.,'X2'~ S
~
X,X2)= I —2(2~)'S'(p, 'i p,

' —pi —p, )
XLii'-f /(+1 +2 +1+2) g(ill li2

~

2
~
Xi~2) ~ (2 ~ I)

The off-shell amplitude M is obtained from the T matrix
by removing the Dirac spinors

(X,'X, '~ T(p', p, k)
~
X,X,)

(-',k+ p', Xl')248 (-,'k —p', X2')

XM .8. 8(p', p, k)24 (-,'k+p, ill)18(-2'k —p, X2), (2.2)

where k= (Qt,0,0,0) is the c.m. momentum and p' and

p are the final and initial relative four-mornenta. The
amplitude iV then satisfies the BS equation

fi-'f-8 -8(P' P»)

momenta are now Euclidean four-vectors and the inte-
gration is over four-dimensional Euclidean space. The
BS equation is

R .8,4(p', p, k)S ', (-', k+p)S '48( ', k -p)—

B-—8 -8(P',P,k)

d'q ~-8 7 4 (P' q, k)B. 4-8(q, P,k), (2"~)

where B—= —B.
We may now project the BS equation into 0(4) partial

waves using the representation functions developed in
Ref. 8 (henceforth denoted LS). We let T represent the
set of 0(4) quantum numbers, T= {nMJmZ4pK). The
quantum numbers n and M are the Casimir quantum
numbers of the group 0(4), J and m are the usual 0(3)
angular momenta quantum numbers, Z is the additional
spin index necessary to specify the state, and co and A: are
indices which are related to the transformation of the
0(4) NN state under parity and particle interchange.
The projected BS equation is

&"'(P',P,t)(T" IS '(lk+P)S '(lk P) I»—
B"(P',P—,t)

+ Q'-dQ Er'r" (P', Q, t)Br"T(Q,P,t), (2.6)
(22r)4 p

where P', P, and Q are the magnitudes of the four-
momenta p', p, and q. The matrix elements of the in-
verse propagator (T"~S 'S '~T) are calculated by LS.
We continue the equation in the angular momentum
plane holding n' —J=X' and n —J=X integer. ' The
Regge trajectories correspond to the solutions of the
homogeneous equation. The BS equation giving the
projected equations for the 35=0 and 35=1 pion tra-
jectories has already been given in LS. In order to solve
these equations, we must still project the one-particle-
exchange diagrams into 0(4) partial waves.

IIL O(4) PROJECTION OF NN BS KERNEL

A. e Exchange

The kernel of the BS equation consists of the sum of
the diagrams corresponding to the exchanges of the
0, ir, it, p, 4p, and p2mesons. The 0(4) kernels correspond-
ing to the exchanges of them, g, p, co, and q mesons can
be related to the 0(4) kernels of scalar (0) exchange by
noting that the kernel for a meson exchange can be
written as

f- 8 -8(p', P,t -)X ~IL(p' p)'+u-' j, —
where f is the product of the nuinerator of the propa-
gator and the appropriate vertex functions. In project-
ing a kernel of this type, we insert a complete set of
states between f and the scalar propagator, calculate
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the projection of f, and then sum over the intermediate
states. The kernels for 0. exchange have been calculated
by LS, but for the sake of clarity and completeness we
include them here also.

The Lagrangian for a tT meson of mass p is

Z.= (47r) ' "g.&p(p,&/t .

The oR-shell contribution to the kernel B is

B.= 47rg.'Ig I/$(p' p) '+//—.') .

(3 1)

(3.2)

The kernel is independent of t and hence diagonal in the
O(4) representation functions. The 0(4) projection of
the kernel is therefore of the form

The kernels for scalar exchange are then

(T IB.IT)-4 g. I„.„~
&nM)(P, ~ P + ) (3 3)

In the dependence upon the indices of the O(4) state, it
was found in LS that the kernels B are diagonal in ~

and depend only on the product of co' and co. As a result,
we make the definition

&n, M)(P P @ )—g, B, &n, M)(P P ~ )
(3.4)

B. ~ Exchange

The z-meson Lagrangian is

~.= (4~)"'g-kv5~ &/A. (3.9)

The off-shell kernel corresponding to the Lagrangian is

B-=4~g.'~~ ~27~75&&I&3I/Dp' p)'+/ —-') (3 1o.)

This cutoff not only removes the fixed poles, but makes
the kernel better behaved for large P, P'. Since the
kernels for the meson exchanges m, q, p, co, and q are
expressed in terms of the kernels for scalar exchange,
the fixed poles associated with 0. meson exchange will

arise in all the meson-exchange kernels. Proceeding as
in the case of a exchange, we replace the scalar propaga-
tor term in these exchanges by

1/L(p' —p)'+/ '7 —1/I (p' —p)&+A ) (3.8)

where p, and A are the mass and cutoff mass of the
exchanged meson. In order to introduce as few param-
eters as possible into the problem, we set A '=C„p, ',
where C„ is a same constant for all the exchanges. The
O.-meson-exchange k.ernels are now the difference of
kernels Eq. (3.5) corresponding to Eq. (3.8).

+00++ ' +ll,++ ' +ll, +—
=Bu,+-'" "=L1/(~+1))I'-(»),

Boo,+-'""= I:1/(&+1))»P-(»)
B&&,+ &" '&=Li/n(n+1)(n+2)){n'»+2(n+1)

&&I »+(»' —1)'/') jF„(»),
(n, o) g (n, o)

= {—1/(~+1)L~(~+2))"")
)(L»+(~+1)(»& ])&/&)P (»)

Bgg++ " "——Bgg++'" —"——L1/n(n+2))
&& 3(~+1)»+ (»' —1)'")P-(»),

Bn +&" '&= —B&&, ~&"-'&=I 1/n(n+2))
&& L»+ (&+1)(»' —1) '")P-(»)

where

P (») (2~2/P~P)
I »+ (»2 1)1/2) n I——

»= (P"+P'+/I, ')/2P'P.

With the insertion of a complete set of states, the pro-
jection of the y5{ap5 numerator is

(T'I v~sv~ I
T")=- ~'~'r-

Summing over the intermediate states, we obtain

(3.11)

(~'IB.
I
~)=47rg. '(&1'& 3/I'0)~~ ~b—/&r /&r4 zt'/I m~".I&

&&B» x.r.&"' '(P' P~u. ), (3 12)

where we have expressed z~ z2 in terms of the isotopic
spin projection operators (P of the two-nucleon state.
In changing from the NÃ to the NÃ system, we must
change the sign of the pion-exchange contribution ancl,
since we wish to solve for the pion's Regge trajectory,
we must take the I= 1 part of the exchange Eq. (3.12).
The pion contribution to the kernel of the NX HS equa-

(3 6) tion for the pion is

(v IB.IT) 4~g.'S;.S~.~s,.,S . S„.„~
)('B, „&n,M)(PI P ~ ) (3 13)

A number of these kernels possess a fixed pole at n = 0
which is independent of the mass of the exchanged par-
ticle. These poles correspond to b function and deriva-
tive of 8-function terms in the potential. To remove
these axed poles, we replace the scalar propagator by"

1S

&,= (4~) '"g,kv5~,4 (3.14)

C. g Exchange

The Lagrangian corresponding to g-meson exchange

1/L(p' —p)'+p, ')—1/L'(p' —p)'+A, '). (3.7) The contribution to B is

'4 By removing these fixed poles, the connection between our
treatment and the usual perturbation theory becomes unclear.
We. regard the BS equation obtained by subtracting these fixed
poles as a model in which we are able to calculate Regge trajec-
tories. We would expect that the trajectories calculated in this
way to be independent of our model.

B„=4 g„'~,C ~.XIII/L(p' —p)'+~„'). (3.»)
The kernels are identical to those of pion exchange
except that their sign does not change in going from NN
to EX scattering and no isotopic spin factors are pres-
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To obtain the projection of the numerator, we use

-.02

/

/

-.69~

„(t)
I

L.O t

and

( IIPIT ) ooP&z &

g fg~l g~l I ggl gl I /~I ~l I foal II

(3.20)

&Y I'Y&3& IY

XL48. +B.-+bz o8z"o+2(—1)' z~„—~„- j, (3.19)

-I 0-
Summing over the intermediate states, the contribution
of p vector charge exchange to the I= j. EE equation is

FIG. 1. Chew-Frautschi plot showing the Regge trajectories
(solid lines) calculated from the simple two-trajectory-mixing
model. The dashed lines are the trajectories in the absence of
mixing.

(Y'IB-I Y)= (g„+g„—)'&-.&~ ~4 ~&

X {4to&z ouzo&r~&. +&sroBoo,++ t" "(P',P,p, )
+2co( 1)1—zg ~z, z (n, sr)(pi p p )
+ (1/p. ') HooP'+~'P")Bz z,r. '" ~'(P', P,p, )

—2P'Pco~r-A z '" ~'(P' P tr ))} (3 21)

ent. The projected kernel is

&T IB„IY) 4sg„8„„8sr~By gb ~ 8;„Ir

X '" '( '
) ( ) Because of the presence of extra momentum factors

in the numerator of the kernel, an additional cutoff will
need to be introduced. These momentum factors arise
from the oR-shell part of the spin-1 propagator which
vanishes on the mass shell. We note that these terms
vanish when I"=I'."We cut off these kernels by a
multiplicative factor expL —Cv(P' —P)'g.

The tensor magnetic coupling contribution to the
off-shell kernel is

D. IO EXChange

The Lagrangian is given by

Z, =i''t'(g„+gl„)gy„~ y, "lt'

~"'(g. /2M)(&+V')0~ v,V, (3 17)

where g„and g„are the vector and tensor coupling con-
stants, q and q' the nucleon momenta, and 3E the nu-
cleon mass. The vector charge coupling contribution to
the off-shell kernel is B, = ( „/2M)' {(&+P'+P) (& P' —P)—

+(1/t, ')L(&+P'+P) (P' —P)(&—P' —P) (P' —P)j}
XISIIL(P'—P)'+t 'j (3 2)

Bpe= 7r(gni+ gr s) ot 'es'
XL&,8&"+(1/,')(P' —P) e(P' —P)j

XII/L(p' —p)'+tr, '). (3.18) The projection of B,~ into the I= 1 O(4) 1VN state is

&Y'IBo~IY)= —~(g /2M)'og go ~ {[t+2P'+2P"+pr'+(1/p ')(P' P")']& ~ 4r sr—Bz z r.'" '(P'P p )

+(t/p )[PB '-, '~ (P P .po)&~ M Eicos'PI~MZ)+P"(~'M'~'Icos'PlrtMZ')Bz z, r„t" ~&(p',P tr, )

&~'M'~'I c»y I
~"M"~')Bz,'r '""~"'(P'»») &~"M"~

I
cosy

I ~M» j} (3 23)

The matrix elements of cosf have been calculated in Ref. 16. The explicit evaluation of the kernels in which these
cosset matrix elements are present is carried out in Ref. 17. As in the projection of the p vector charge coupling ker-
nel, there are terms in Eq. (3.23) which arise from the off-shell part of the spin-1 propagator. We cut oR these
terms with the factor expL —Cv(p' —P)'j. Because of the momentum factors introduced by the magnetic coupling,
we associate with each magnetic coupling vertex the factor expl —Csr(p'+P)'].

The mixed charge-magnetic coupling of p exchange gives rise to the kernel

B,...= '-(g„+g,.)(g../2M)" "{(-f P-P )3I+I(ft+P+P-)-
+(1/t ')9 (P —P')((P —P') I+I(P —P"))

+(P' —P")(I (P—P') —(P—P') I) j}XII/I:(P' —P)'+p, 'j (3.24)

"The mass shell corresponds to I"=P r7tI(1 t/4Msl I— —
' H. M. Lipinski and D. R. Snider, Phys. Rev. 179, 1315 (1969).

H. M. Lipinslu, thesis, University of California, San Diego (unpublished),
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The projection of this kernel for I= 1 is

(T IB„,,„~T)= i.—(g„yg„)(g„/2M)~, ,S..

X(2~- -&~ ~~.-.L&.-P(1+(I/~p')(P' —P"))B~z,r.'" '(P', P,l r)

+~.~ (1-(1/")(P -P"))B'.r. -'(P,P.,)~-'V~)Z &'Il~+"31 t')B"(P P. )
g/I

+$2i(gt)/pp')pb pb. ,(P'Bz „,r, &"' ~'&(P', Pp p)(e'M'Z
~ cosset ~mMZ)

P'P(e—'M'2'~ cosP ~nMZ')Br g, r„&"~&(P',P y )p)+8„+8„„.(P"(n'M'Z') cosP (NMZ')Bg. s r„&" ~~(P',P p, )

P'PB—g r r
&"' '(P' P pp)(e'M'Z

~
cosg(nMZ))$) . (3.25)

We use the momentum cutoffs introduced previously to
cut off the appropriate kernels.

Iv. NUMERICAL RESULTS

For the one-meson-exchange kernels we use, in addi-
tion to the known meson masses and the pion-nucleon
coupling constant g, '=14, the meson masses and cou-
pling constants determined from the fitting of nucleon-
nucleon and nucleon-antinucleon scattering data. '
These values are

p,.=437 MeV,

g '=3.05,

g
2 —74

pp=591 MeV, g„,'=2.26,

g '= 1.27, g„/=2.77, (4.1)

g '=11.4.

The exact solution of the BS equation is still dependent
on the three cutoffs introduced in Sec. III. With these
cutoffs, the BS equation is a Fredholm integral equation
with the Regge poles corresponding to the zeros of the
Fredholm determinant. The particular values of the
cutoff parameters for which we present numerical re-
sults are

C„=9, Cy= 1, C~= 0.01; (4.2)

although for reasonable variation of these parameters,
the nature of the solution is qualitatively unchanged.

At t= 0, the BS equation decouples as a result of the
0(4) symmetry and the various Regge poles are labeled
by the 0(4) Casimir quantum numbers n and M. There
are three sets of amplitudes which have the quantum
numbers of the pion, one set with 3I= 1 and the other
two with M = 0. * Only two of these sets of amplitudes
possess a Regge pole. The 3E= 1 set of amplitudes which
contributes to FW type-III parent has a Regge pole

E. u and q Exchange

The Lagrangian for co and p exchange is identical to
that for p exchange except that ~ rp is replaced by p.
We neglect the magnetic coupling because of the small
isoscalar anomalous magnetic moment. The kernels are
then identical to those of p vector charge exchange ex-
cept that their sign must be changed as ar and q have
odd 6 parity.

which lies highest and with our choice of cutoffs is in
the vicinity of J=0. The other Regge pole occurs in the
SI=0 set of amplitudes which contribute to FW type-II
first daughter. This Regge pole lies far below the 3f= 1
Regge pole at about J= —0.7."The remaining HEI= 0
set of amplitudes which would contribute to FW type-I
parent does not possess a Regge pole.

Away from t = 0, there is no longer any O(4) symmetry
and as a result the various sets of amplitudes are cou-
pled together. The Regge trajectories are then obtained
by the solution of the entire set of coupled equations,
and the Regge trajectories cannot be classi6ed accord-
ing to a particular O(4) representation as was the case
at 3= 0. Because of the complexity inherent in solving
the entire set of coupled equations for the Regge tra-
jectories, it is instructive as a 6rst approximation to
neglect the coupling between the SI=0 and Af = 1 sets
of amplitudes. The trajectories then calculated can be
labeled by their M quantum number. The intercepts
and slopes of the two trajectories are

npr g(0)= —0.02, npI p(0) = —0.69,
npr=i'(0)= —0.2 BeV ', npr=p'(0)=1. 2 BeV ', (4.3)

where we have adjusted our cutoff parameters so that
the highest trajectory lies at J= —0.02. In the small-t
region where our perturbation solution is valid, the in-
clusion of the coupling between the M=O and BI=1
trajectories has little effect on the trajectories given by
Eq. (4.3) since the trajectories are so far apart. However,
if we extrapolate these trajectories, assuming they re-
main linear even for large t, then they will cross, with
the M=O trajectory intersecting J=Oat 1=0.58 BeV'.
In order to investigate the nature of the trajectory mix-
ing, we adopt a simple two-trajectory algebraic model.
In the simplified model, the Regge trajectories are given
by the solutions of the equation

J—np —
nest

—(Jt)'" )
det(i=0,

(Jt)'~p J—pq pqtl—(4 4)

'8 The parent of this trajectory has the quantum numbers of
the A~.

where np= —0.02, Pp ———0.69, and n~= —0.2, P~ ——1.2
are the intercepts and slopes of the &=1 and 3f=0



H. M. LIP I NSKI

trajectories. The nature of the coupling between the
two trajectories is inferred from the BS equation. The
solution of Eq. (4.4) is given in Fig. 1. The pion trajec-
tory which was 3II= I at t=0 would then be HEI=0 at
J=0,"but with a mass which is far too large. We note
that the pion trajectory cannot have a ghost at J=O
for negative t since it would be pure M = 1 at that point.
Further extrapolation of the trajectory for larger
values" of negative t would not be justified as we have
determined the slope of the trajectories only at t= 0.

' The coupling of a trajectory which is the first daughter of type
II to the XN system is»&5."The pion trajectory calculated from the two-trajectory-
mixing model crosses J=1 at 3= —2.4 BeV'.

We are led to conclude that the coupling of the pion
trajectory to the SX channel alone is not sufhcient to
produce a physical pion with the correct mass. The in-
clusion of unequal-mass channels such as ~p and ~o-

would tend to reduce the high mass for the pion because
of the resulting increase in binding.
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Jost-Function Description for the Bethe-Salpeter Equation*

RICHARD W. HAYMAKERt AND R. BLANKENBECLERt

Department of Physics, University of California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California 93706

A new formulation of the Bethe-Salpeter eigenvalue problem is presented. An integral representation of
the eigenvalue condition is given which is a generalization of the familiar Jost function in nonrelativistic
theory. The formalism is worked out in detail for the scalar-exchange potential and is used to examine
Regge trajectories in the weak coupling limit. The detailed multiplicity of the lower trajectories is shown
to depend on the behavior of the potential at the origin in coordinate space, and hence to be very potential-
dependent.

I. INTRODUCTION

~ 'HE Bethe-Salpeter (BS) equation has become a
standard tool to use in developing an understand-

ing of the structure of the relativistic scattering problem.
Some specific problems that have been usefully dis-
cussed are the occurrence of bound states, ' the behavior
of phase shifts, ' the properties of Regge poles, ' and, in

particular, the relevance of daughter trajectories and
unequal-mass scattering. 4 A new interest has arisen in

multiperipheral models' and the general connection
between Feynman-diagram models and Regge models. '

In this paper a new and general approach will be
developed for discussing the solution of the BS equa-
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tion. It is a generalization of the Jost-function' approach
which has proven so useful in discussions of the Schro-
dinger equation. ' Since the BS equation in coordinate
space involves a fourth-order diff'erential operation, one
must deal with a two-by-two matrix and its determinant
rather than with the simple function used for second-
order differential equations. The present paper will be
restricted to a discussion at zero total energy, since the
ability to expand in four-dimensional spherical har-
rnonics will considerably simplify the discussion.

The standard BS equation looks as though it be-
comes singular if the potential behaves as badly as E. 2

at the origin. However, it is well known that this is only
an apparent singular behavior, not a real one. This will
be discussed carefully below.

Our formalism will be applied to a perturbation calcu-
lation of the Regge trajectories at zero total energy. It
will be found that, in general, the multiplicity of the
lower trajectories increases quite rapidly as one goes
down in the angular momentum plane. This was
demonstrated for the first few trajectories by Swift, '
I andshoff and Halliday, "and Caneschi. "A simple ex-
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