
PH Vs ICAL REVI EW VOLUM E 182, NUMBER 2

Inhomogeneous Broadening of Ferromagnetic Resonance Lines
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A general theory of ferromagnetic resonance is developed assuming that the local, efFective magnetic
Geld is inhomogeneous. The scattering processes induced by the inhomogeneity may be classified as pri-
mary" processes (which couple the uniform mode to nonuniform modes) and "secondary" processes (which
couple nonuniform modes}. In previous work only the primary processes were taken into account. The
efFect of secondary processes upon the susceptibility is calculated in the present paper. A perturbation
series for the complex, CBective resonant frequency of the uniform mode is derived. It is shown that the
important terms of this inGnite series can in part be generated by a self-consistency condition for the com-
plex effective resonant frequency of spin waves. An approximate solution of this self-consistency condition
is derived. Applied to polycrystals with cubic crystal structure, the theory predicts a linewidth of ~2.07H /
4rMO for spherical samples and H &&47' o but ~0.87H for H &4m Mo. Here H is the anisotropy Geld and
3fo the saturation magnetization. The OA-resonance absorption is characterized by the existence of a "strong
absorption" region. When the intrinsic damping of the spin waves is assumed to approach zero the absorp-
tion goes to zero in the exterior of this region but to a finite value in its interior. If the Fourier spectrum of
thc lnhomogcnclty has slgQIBCRnt COInponcllts OQly Rt long wavelength Rnd thc InhoDlogcncIty Is wcRk
the strong absorption region coincides with the dc Beld interval in which the signal frequency is degenerate
with resonant frequencies of long-wavelength spin waves. With increasing inhomogeneity, the width of
the strong absorption region increases by approximately twice the width of the resonance line.

1. INTRODUGTION

'T is generally believed that the width of the ferro-
~ - magnetic resonance line observed in polycrystallinc
ferro- and ferrimagnetic materials is largely due to the
presence in the material of inhomogeneous, CGectivc
local magnetic fields, ' Such effective magnetic fields
can arise from crystalline anisotropy' 4 (in conjunction
with variations in orientation of different grains), from
strain-induced anisotropy (in conjunction with local
strains) and from inhomogeneity of the local saturation
magnetization' I (caused for instance by the presence
of'pores or inclusions of a secondary phase). Even in
single crystals, the linewidth is frequently largely caused

by surface roughness6 8 which may be considered as a
special type of inhomogeneity of the local saturation
magnetization.

Two basically diRerent approaches to the theory of
inhomogeneous line broadening can be envisaged. ' If the
coupling between spins is very weak, the absorption
profile (absorption versus dc magnetic field for a given
flequeIlcy) ls substantially determined by 't11e volllIIle
fraction in which the magnitude of the additional fieM

lies inside a given field interval. This "distribution" of

' C. %'. Haas and H. B. Callen, in 3IIagnetisns, edited by G. T.
Rado and H. SuhJ, (Academic Press Inc. , ¹wYork, 1963),
Vol. 1, Chap. 10.

' E. Schlomann, J. Phys. .Radium 20, 327 (1959).
' E. Schlomann, J. Phys. Chem. Solids 6, 242 (1958).
4 E. Schlomann, J. Phys. Chem. Solids 6, 257 (1958).
~ E. Schlomann, in Proceedings of the Conference on Magnetism

and Magnetic Materials, Boston, 1956, American Institute of
Electrical Engineers Special Publication No. T-91, p. 600 (un-
published).

6 M. Sparks, R. I.oudon, and C. Kittcl, Phys. Rev. 122, 791
(1961).

7 M. Sparks, Ferromagnetic-Relaxation Theory (McGraw-Hill
Book Co., New York, 1964).

'R. C. I,cCraw, E. G. Spencer, and C. S. Porter, Phys. Rev.
110, 1311 (1958).

the additional 6eld has been calculated for simple cases,
such as polycrystals of cubic4 or hexagonal' materials
assuming random orientation of the grains. The absorp-
tion profiles observed in materials, for which this theory
is expected to apply, agree reasonably well with the
theoretical predictions. ' ' "

Because of the strong coupling between spins pro-
duced. by the dipolar interaction and the exchange
interaction, the theory sketched in the preceding
paragraph is valid only for rather extreme situations.
In general, the coupling is not negligible and must be
taken into account from the outset. Thus a collective
approach to the problem (i.e., a formulation in terms of
the normal modes of the system of coupled spins) is in
general more appropriate. ""For an infinite medium
(or a rectangular test volume with periodic boundary
conditions) the normal modes are plane waves, spin
waves. If the material is perfectly homogeneous and
the amplitudes of the waves are very small, they are
exact normal modes. Each one can be excited separately.
No energy is exchanged between them. If an inhomo-
geneous CBective magnetic field is present in the
material, however, the plane waves are no longer
correct normal modes. If one wave is excited initially
its energy is scattered to other waves, primarily those
that have the same resonant frequency.

In ferromagnetic resonance experiments the rf
magnetic field is substantially homogeneous over the
volume of the sample. Thus it excites only the homo-
geneous (or uniform) mode of the spin-wave spectrum.
An 1nhoDlogcneous additional magllctlc 6eld bioadcns

9 E. Schlomann and R. V. Jones, J, Appl. Phys. 30, 177S (1956)."E.Schlomann and J.R.Zeender, J.Appl. Phys. 29, 341 (1958).
"A. M. Clogston, H. Shul, L. R. Walker, and P. W. Anderson,

J. Phys. Chem. Soli&Is 1, 129 (1956)."S. Geschwind and A. M. Clogston, Phys. Rev. 108, 49 (1957).
» A. M. Clogston, J. AppL Phys. 29, 334 (1958).
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the resonance line because it leads to scattering of
energy into nonuniform modes. In general, the scatter-
ing processes may be classified into "primary" processes
(which couple the uniform mode to nonuniform modes)
and "secondary" processes (which couple nonuniform
modes). In all previous theoretical work only the
primary scattering has been taken into account. The
objective of the present paper is to describe a method of
taking the secondary scattering into account. It will be
shown that the secondary scattering modifies the
results of the collective theory of inhomogeneous line
broadening quite significantly.

In most cases of practical interest the additional
magnetic field varies relatively slowly with position and,
therefore, has significant Fourier components only at
low wave numbers. This implies that the uniform mode
interacts substantially only with spin waves of low
wavenumber, for which the exclange forces are of
negligible importance. If only the primary scattering
is taken into account, significant line broadening is
expected only as long as the resonant frequency of the
uniform mode lies inside the frequency band corre-
sponding to low wave number spin waves. By the same
token the losses in the wings of the absorption line are
increased by the scattering only as long as the signal
frequency lies inside this frequency band. At the high-
frequency edge of the band the linewidth is expected to
become very large, due to a singularity of the density
of states into which energy can be scattered from the
uniform model.

Experiments designed to test these rather dramatic
predictions of the collective theory of inhomogeneous
line broadening have generally shown that the effects
are considerably weaker than expected theoretically. '~"
Measurements of the linewidth as a function of fre-
quency on spherical samples indeed showed a detectable
peak in the vicinity of the point at which the uniform
mode coincides with the upper edge of the spin wave
band. '~'7 The height of the peak is much smaller than
expected on the basis of the existing they, however.
Measurements of the off-resonant absorption coefFicient
as a function of dc field strength have also confirmed
that the loss diminishes considerably as the frequency
moves out of the band corresponding to spin waves of
long wavelength. " However, the transition is not as
rapid as expected theoretically. Considerable losses are
observed even when the resonant frequencies of all

long wavelength spin waves are much larger or much
smaller than the signal frequency.

These shortcomings of the existing theory of inhomo-
geneous line broadening are due to the neglect of

'4 C. R. Burr, J. Appl. Phys. 39, 172S (1959).
'~ C. R. BuGer, J. Appl. Phys. 31, 222S (1960).
'6M. W. Muller and C. R. BuGer, J. Appl. Phys. 32, 152S

(1961)."A. S. Risley, E. G. Johnson, and H. E. Bussey, J.Appl. Phys.
34, 656 (1966).' W. Schirmer and K. A. Hempel, Physik Kondensierten
Materie 3, 187 (1965).

» T. Kohane and E. Schlomann, J.Appl. Phys. 39, 720 (1968).

secondary scattering. The principal effect of the second-
ary scattering is to increase the damping of the spin
waves with which the uniform mode interacts. If the
density of interacting modes is exceptionally large,
the damping of these modes is al.so exceptionally large.
Thus the peak expected in the linewidth versus fre-
quency curve is considerably reduced. By the same
token the secondary scattering increases the off-
resonance absorption in the far wings of the resonance
line.

The theory described in the present paper is primarily
applicable to broadening due to crystalline and/or
strain-induced anisotropy. The same principles apply
in the case of broadening due to inhomogeneity of the
saturation magnetization. The details are a little more
involved in the latter case, and are, therefore, not
considered in the present paper. In order to focus
attention on the essential points certain approximations
have been adopted, which can in principle be avoided
without major difFiculty. It has been assumed, for
instance, that the effect of local (crystalline or strain-
induced) anisotropy can be described by an inhomo-
generous magnetic 6eld A (r) which is applied parallel
to the dc field. Thus the tendency of the anisotropy to
make the spin procession elliptical (rather than circular)
has been neglected in this approach, as well as the
effect of the local anisotropy upon the alignment of the
local (static) magnetization vector with the dc field.
The dipolar interaction also tends to make the spin
precession elliptical. This ellipticity is also neglected
for similicity.

A quantum-mechanical formulation has been chosen
for convenience, even though the problem is basically a
classical one and can be discussed consistently on the
basis of the classical equations of motion. The canonical
formulation, described in the present paper has the
advantage that the results can be readily applied to
other physical systems, that are characterized by a
similar Hamiltonian.

A general theory of the high-frequency susceptibility
is developed in Sec. 2. The effect of the inhomogeneous
magnetic field A(r) upon the susceptibility can be
expressed in terms of a complex effective resonant
frequency 00 ff which is given as an infinite series of
ascending powers of the perturbation A(r). The first
correction term of the series depends only upon the
primary scattering; the higher correction terms are due
jointly to primary and secondary scattering. In Sec. 3,
the case in which the inhomogeneous effective magnetic
field A(r) varies sinusoidally with position is inves-
tigated. It is shown that in this case the susceptibility
can rigorously be expressed as a simple continued
fraction. In Sec. 4, the general case Larbitrary variation
of A(r)7 is further considered. It is shown that the
most significant terms of the infinite series, which
represents Qo,gg, can alternatively be generated by a
self-consistency condition, which determines the effec-
tive complex resonant frequencies of the spin waves.
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An explicit approximate solution of the self-consistency
condition is constructed in Sec. 5, assuming that the
Fourier components A (k) of the inhomogeneous
magnetic field A (r) are signihcantly large only for small
wavenumbers

~
k~, so that the eRect of exchange forces

becomes negligible. The results of detailed calculations
concerning linewidth and o6-resonance absorption are
described in Secs. 6 and 7. The validity of the approxi-
mations upon which these results are based is reviewed
in Sec. 8.

where

A(k)=V ' d'rA(r)e '"' (6)

is the Fourier transform of the inhomogeneous magnetic
field. It may be assumed without loss of generality that
A(k=0) =0, because such a term (if nonzero) can
always be included in the magnetic Geld H.

The dipolar energy is

2. GENERAL THEORY OF SUSCEPTIBILITY 3Cd;p = —— M ' Hd;pd r )
2

(7)

We begin by expressing the Hamiltonian which
characterizes the system under consideration in terms
of creation and annihilation operators ut(r) and u(r)
which obey the commutation relations

where Hd;p is the magnetic Geld generated by the
magnetization. In the quasistatic approximation, this
part of the energy can be expressed as

u(r)ut(r') —ut(r')u(r) =b(r —r'), (1) ~o;, =yji2vrMo P sin'ei(ut(k)u(k)

where g(r) is the g function. The components of the
local magnetization vector M(r) can be expressed in
terms of these operators as

M~=M, +iM„= (2yAMoP'u $1—(yk/2Mo)u u]"',
(2)3'=350—ghana,

where p is the gyromagnetic ratio, A Planck's constant,
and Mo the saturation magnetization. "" As long as
the spins are substantially completely aligned (as we
assume), the square root in Eq. (2) can be approxi-
mated by unity.

Consider now a small, rectangular test volume,
which is representative of the sample as a whole. It is
permissible to assume that all local properties are
periodically repeated outside the test volume, and can
hence be expanded in Fourier Series. The Fourier
transforms

+-', fe—"o'ut(k)ut( —k)+H.c.j}, (8)

h =h& cosset,

hy
——h, sin(et.

(10)

where higher powers of the operators a and u~ have been
neglected, and H.c. denotes the Hermitian conjugate of
the expression preceding it, OI, is the angle between the
propagation vector k and the z axis, and @q is the angle
between the projection of k upon the x-y plane and the
s axis.

The exchange energy is

X. =yAD P k'u'(k)u(k),

where D is a phenomenological exchange constant

( 5&&10 ' Oe crn' for YIG).
We assume that a rotating driving Geld is applied:

u(k) = V "' d'r u(r) exp( —ik r) (3) The contribution of this field to the energy is

SC„;.= —agoa, Lut(0) e
—*"'+H.c.],

of the operator u(r) obey the commutation relation

u(k)ut(k') —ut(k')u(k) =goy. . . (4)

where V is the periodicity volume and b~q the Kronecker
symbol.

The energy of the system under consideration
comprises Zeeman, dipolar, and exchange contributions.
The Zeeman energy Lincluding the contribution due to
the inhomogeneous held A (r)g is given by

Kz..= — (M 8+M,A)d'r

where
go = (7MoV/2&)"'. (12)

The second term in the dipolar energy [Eq. (8)j
relates to the ellipticity of the spin precession. In
principle, it can be transformed away by a canonical
transformation. ' Sjnce this contribution to the
energy does not add anything essential in the present
context, we neglect it for simplicity at this point.

The complete Hamiltonian is, thus,

X/fi=g ooou'(k)u(k)+P Zoo u(k)u'(k')

=const+yM' P ut(k)u(k)

+yk P A(k' —k)u(k)u'(k'), (5)

where

—gob, Put (0)e
—'"'+H.c.j, (13)

coo =p (II+2orMo sin'8o+Dk')

'0 T. Holstein and H. PrimakoG, Phys. Rev. 58, 1098 (1940),"L.R. Walker, in Magnetism, edited by G. T. Rado and H.
Suhl (Academic Press Inc., ¹wYork, 1963},Vol. 1, Chap. 8.

is the resonant frequency of the spin wave with wave
number k and

(15)
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The equation of motion for fzf(k) is

aP (k) = —(i/A) ffzf (k),X)= (i/i'z)83C/Bfz(k) . (16)

Order General diagram

0 1

Diagrams that survive

phase averaging

0 l

Diagrams actually

taken into account

Hence, according to Eq. (13),

af(k) =zTfpkfzf(k)+g I'kk fzf(k') gob—Aoe'"f f (17)
k'

l 2 I
l

0 0 0
2

The equations of motion in the form of Eq. (17) take
no account of the damping of the spin waves. A plausible
way of correcting this shortcoming would be to assign
a positive imaginary part to the resonant frequencies
cok. Such a damping term in the equations of motion
would describe relaxation towards the state in which
fz(k) vanishes. This is not entirely satisfactory, because
actually relaxation proceeds towards the instantaneous
equilibrium value of fz(k), which is consistent with the
driving forces acting upon this mode. Such a damping
can be described mathematically by multiplying the
left hand side of Eq. (17) by (1—iok), where ok is a
small real parameter. It may in general be diAerent for
different modes. If the driving field is periodic [as we
assume in Eq. (17)j, this damping is equivalent to
assigning an imaginary part to the resonant frequency,
but the imaginary part of the resonant frequency is
now proportional to the signal frequency co. We de6ne
the complex resonant frequency of the spin wave with
wave number k as

f4 =ofk+zffk=ofk+zfdok.

fzf(k) =b(k)e*

where the b(k) are determined by

(Qo —zp)b(0)+Q Eokb(k) =gohf,

(~4—~)b(k)+P Z„.b(1 ) =O, l ~0.
(2o)

Here qk=~ek is the relaxation rate of mode k due to
all processes not explicitly considered in the theory,
the "intrinsic" relaxation rate.

In the formalism used in this paper a negative co

corresponds to a driving held having "negative"
circular polarization Lsee Eq. (10)j.If ffk did not change
sign with ~, one would obtain negative absorption for
negative circular polarization.

The phenomenological description of losses in the
equations of motion is to some extent ambiguous.
Instead of modifying the left-hand side of Eq. (17) by
1—iek, it would be equally as justifiable to modify it
by (1+iok) ' or by e "".In the present context these
diQerences are of no importance, because we are
primarily interested in the limit in which the intrinsic
damping is very small compared to the eBective damp-
ing induced by the inhomogeneity.

The solution of the equations of motion (17) is
obviously of the form

2
0 l

w~55

FIG. 1.Diagrams representing the lower-order corrections to the
effective resonant frequency of the uniform mode. For n= 6 each
drawing in column 3 represents two different types of diagrams.

The circular susceptibility X'+ is the ratio of the
rotating magnetization to the rotating driving 6eld, i.e.,

X~= (27AMQ/V)'"b(0)/hf. (21)

To find the ratio b(0)/Iz, we solve the second line of
Eq. (20) for b(k), and insert the result repeatedly into
the erst line, collecting at each step of this iteration
procedure the terms that are proportional to b(0).
The result is

where
(Qp ff fo)b(0) =g—phf, (22)

~okI~kIO ~okI+kIkg~k20
Qp, ff =00—Q + 2

kldp Qkf —M kl k280 (Qkf M) (Qpo M)

~okI~kIkg~k2k3~k30
(23'I

kf, kz, kzdp (Qk&
—Qo) (Qkz —M) (Qkz fo)

None of the summation indices in Eq. (23) can be
allowed to be zero, because the corresponding terms are
separately taken into account. The circular suscep-
tibility is now according to Eqs. (21), (22), and (12)

x+ —ref p/(Qo eff fp), (24)

The lowest correction term in Eq. (23) (i.e., the
second term) is the contribution to the effective
resonant frequency arising entirely from the primary
scattering. The subsequent terms are due jointly to
primary and secondary scattering.

It is useful to visualize the various contributions to
the e6ective resonant frequency Qo,«pictorially. If we

picture the wave numbers kj, k2, ~ ~, of the modes that
interact with the uniform mode as points in a plane
(actually they are, of course, distributed in three
dimensions), then the fzth order correction to Qo ff is
represented by an n-sided polygon which starts and
ends at k=o and connects n —1 intermediate points
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VmA
oeff ~ without Secondary

this equation is a continued fraction

i2„.=-0.„,

with Scot tering Q.+i —~—IPI'/LQ +o—~—IPI'/(Q-+o —~ )3
(30)

FIG. 2. Effective damping constant of the uniform mode in the
presence of a sinusoidal inhomogeneity of long wavelength,
considered as a function of signal frequency co. The conventional
theory, which neglects secondary scattering, predicts a sharp
peak at ~I, the resonant frequency of spin waves that interact
with the uniform mode. The effect of secondary scattering is to
broaden the sharp peak into a semicircular prohle. The area under
the sharp peak is the same as that under the semicircle.

k&, k2, , k„&. Some of the intermediate points may
coincide, but none may coincide with the zero. The
second-order diagram consists of a doubly traversed
line. Some simple diagrams are shown in Fig. 1.

Before proceeding with an approximate evaluation of
the complex resonant frequency Qp, gg according to
Eq. (23) it is advantageous to consider a simple model,
for which the problem can be solved rigorously.

3. RIGOROUS CALCULATION OF EFFECTIVE
RESONANT FREQUENCY FOR A

SIMPLE MODEL

Assume that the inhomogeneous magnetic field varies
sinusoidally. In this case the scattering coefFicients 8~A,

are nonzero only if k —k =~kp where kp is the wave
number of the inhomogeneity. Only those spin waves
whose wave numbers are multiples of kp are excited.
For simplicity, let

~pkp +)
b(eko) = b(io) .

Equation {20) then becomes

To show that Eqs. (28) and (29) are equivalent with
Eq. (27), insert (29) into (28) and then apply (28) with
e replaced by ii+1. This results in Eq. (27).

For n& —1, Eq. (27) can similarly be replaced by

(Q„—o~) b(e)+Pb(m+1) =0,

Q„=Q„—(l Pl'/Q„ i—oi).

(31)

(32)

Since 0 „=0„,it follows that 0 „=0„.
For m=&1, Eqs. (28) and (31) can be solved for

b(&1) in terms of b(0). By substituting these solutions
into Eq. (26), one finds the effective resonant frequency
of the uniform mode as

Qo, ii=Qo —2LlPl'/(Qi —oi)j, (33)

where Qi is the resonant frequency of mode 1 (or —1)
defined by Eq. (29) or alternatively by Eq. (30).

The results can be simplified further when the
unperturbed spin-wave frequencies Q„(e/0) are all
equal. This condition is approximately satisfied when
ko is small (i.e., Dko'&(4~3Io). In this case, it follows
from Eq. (29) that the effective spin-wave frequencies
are also all equal and given by

Q —M =-'(Qi —oo)+P (Qi —oo)' —
l
P

l
'y' (34)

The positive sign of the square root must be taken to
assure that Q„reduces to Q in the limit

l
P

l
~ 0. The

effective resonant frequency of the uniform mode
according to Eqs. (33) and (34) is now

Qo off —Qo (Qi oo)+L(Qi —oo)' —4
l
P

l

'j'~' (35)

Consider now the effective damping constant of the
uniform mode (i.e., ImQo ff) in the limit of vanishing
intrinsic damping. According to Eq. (35),

(Qo —oo) b (0)+Pb (1)+P*b (—1)=gobi, (26) lim I111Qo ii

(Q —oo)b(N)+Pb(n+1)+P*b(e —1)=0, ioWO. {27)

For io& 1, Eq. (27) can alternatively be expressed as

where
(Q.—oi) b (io)+P*b (io—1)=0, (28)

Q„=Q„—
Q~+y —Go

(29)

is an effective resonant frequency for mode n which is
recursively defined by Eq. (29). The explicit solution of

=t4lPl —(oui —oi) 14', if [oui —oil (2lPl
otherwise. (36)

Thus the effective damping constant considered as a
a function of coy —~ is represented by a semicircle as
shown in Fig. 2.

This should be contrasted with the behavior that
would be deduced for the same model (sinusoidal
inhomogeneity of long wavelength) but neglecting the
secondary scattering. In this approximation the
effective spin-wave frequency Qi in Eq. (33) should be
replaced by the unperturbed frequency 0&. Hence in



F E RROM AGNET I C RESONANCE L I NES

the limit of zero intrinsic damping in this case

(37)

It is interesting to note that the frequency integral of
the effective damping constant 's the same in the two
cases considered [Kqs. (36) and (37)j.

The effect of the secondary scattering upon the
e6ective damping constant of the uniform mode is
thus to broaden the sharp peak expected on the basis
of conventional theory by an amount comparable to
the maximum damping of the uniform mode.

4. SELF-CONSISTENCY CONDITION FOR
EFFECTIVE RESONANT FREQUENCY

OF SPIN WAVES

A complete evaluation of all the sums in Kq. (23)
does not appear feasible. It is, therefore, useful to ask,
which of the many terms in the summations are
likely to give strong contributions to the e6ective
resonant frequency. To help answer this question we
note that in actuality the inhomogeneous field A(r) is
not known in detail. Only statistical statements about
certain averages can be made. It is, therefore, reasonable
to average all quantities of interest over an ensemble of
macroscopically equivalent samples with microscop-
ically different local anisotropy fields A(r). The en-
semble may be characterized by the autocorrelation
function

Here the angular brackets denote the ensemble average.
The autocorrelation function C (r) determines only the
amplitudes of the Fourier coefFicients A(k) not their
phases. The phases may, therefore, be assumed to be
randomly distributed.

The physical quantity that is directly measured in
most resonance experiments is the (complex) frequency
shift of a resonant cavity due to the presence of the
sample. When the sample is small, the frequency shift
is proportional to an "e6ective" or "external" suscept-
ibility X„which is related to the "true" or "internal"
susceptibility X by

(39)

Here it is assumed for simplicity that the microwave
field is circularly polarized and that the sample is a
spheroid magnetized along its axis. E~ is the transverse
demagnetizing factor of the sample. The directly
measured quantity X+,—' is thus according to Eqs. (39)
and (24) linearly related to Qo, ii.

Since I'pp yA(k' —k) [see Eq. (——15)j and since A(k)
has a random phase, only those diagrams contribute to
the ensemble average of Qp, fg that consist entirely of
pairs of branches that are parallel and are traversed in

opposite directions. The two bianches may (but need
not) fall on top of each other. Some examples of
diagrams that contribute to the ensemble average of
Op ff are shown in Fig. 1.All contributions of odd order
in the perturbation vanish. The diagrams that contribute
to the second-order correction (m=2 in Fig. 1) all

survive the phase averaging. In fourth order (I=4), only
those diagrams that either consist of two doubly
traversed lines or have the shape of a parallelogram
give a contribution.

Although the number of significant diagrams is
considerably reduced by the random-phase postulate
the complete evaluation of the perturbation series (23)
to infinite order does not appear feasible in this approx-
imation. Even the evaluation of the lowest significant
correction term (proportional to

~

I'
~

4) is very difficult.
A di6erent approach has, therefore, been used for an
approximate evaluation. The discussion of the rigorously
solvable model in Sec. 3 suggests the use of a self-
consistency condition for the e6ective resonant fre-
quency of spin waves as an alternative method of
taking account of the secondary scattering. Accordingly,
we define the e6ective resonant frequency of the spin
wave k, in analogy with Eq. (32), by

Qp-—Qp —Q
kr p QAr —(g

Note that the denominator on the. right-hand side
contains Qp rather than Qp . Equation (4) also defines
(for k =0) an effective resonant frequency of the
uniform mode. Repeated application of the self-

consistency condition yields an infinite series for Qp

in terms of Ql, and the squares of the scattering coeffi-
cients ~Pop ~

. This infinite series contains many, but
not all, of the terms in Qp, qq that survive the phase
averaging. The diagrams contributing to 0™phave only
doubly transversed branches and are therefore a more
restrictive class than the diagrams contributing to
(Qo .n). Some examples of diagrams that are taken into
account in the self-consisting condition (40) are given
ln column 4 of Fig. 1.

It can be shown" that (Qp .ii) [see Eq. (23)j reduces
almost rigorously to Qo [Eq. (40) with k=0j, if the
phase of each scattering coefficient Pop. (as character-
ized by the two wave numbers k and k') is randomly
distributed (except for the condition Pop =Pi, o ). This
random-phase assumption is more restrictive than the
random-phase postulate applied to the Fourier coeS-
cient A (k) previously discussed. The latter postulate is
physically justihed, the former is very problematic.

The significance of the terms neglected in the transi-
tion from (Qo ii) to Qp ls difficult to assess. Qp agrees
with (Qo,ii) in regard to the lower-order terms, which
are probably the most important in most cases of

"K. Schlomann, Raytheon Technical Memo Xo. T-758, 1967
(unpublished).
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2k o

FIG. 3. The wave numbers k'
of all spin waves that interact
signi6cantly with the mode k
lie inside a sphere of radius k0.
The figure applies when ~k)
)&kp.

For the three-dimensional case it appears reasonable
to assume that the correlation decreases exponentially
with distance, i.e.,

C (r) =C (0)e-"" (41b)

where ko is of the order of the inverse grain size, and
C(0)=(A'). Equation (41b) describes the correlation
function in the interior of the periodicity volume. In
the exterior of this volume the function is periodically
repeated. The spectrum

~
A (k)

~

' corresponding to
this correlation function is according to Eq. (41a)

~
A (k) ('=87rC (0)/ f Vkss/1+ (0/ks)'j'} (41c)

interest. In addition Qo also contains selective terms of
the perturbation series, summed to infinite order. It is,
therefore, reasonable to expect that Qo represents a
fairly good approximation of (Qs,ff).

The self-consistency condition (40) is in principle an
integral equation (provided that the summation over
k is replaced by an integration, which is permissible).
Thus a general solution cannot readily be constructed.
In the present case, and subject to certain simplifying
assumptions, however, the integral equation can be
reduced to a simple transcendental equation as discussed
in the next section.

If the inhomogeneous magnetic field A(r) varies
sinusoidally (the model discussed in the preceding
section), the wave-number vectors of all inodes that
couple to the uniform mode are parallel. Thus all
diagrams have only multiply traversed branches in
this case. It is, therefore, not surprising that the
rigorous result obtained for this simple example is of
the same form as the result (40), which is approximately
valid under more general conditions.

1
~

A (k)
~

' =— d'rC (r)e
—'"'.

V
(41a)

The behavior of the autocorrelation function has
previously been discussed on the basis of a simple one-
dimensional model. ' This model assumes in effect that
all grains are equal in size and that the strengths of the
inhomogeneous 6eld in different grains are uncorrelated.
On the basis of this assumption it is found that the
correlation function has a maximum at the origin and
that it decreases linearly with distance, becoming zero
when the distance equals the grain diameter.

5. APPROXIMATE SOLUTION OF THE
SELF-CONSISTENCY CONDITION FOR

COARSE-GRAIN INHOMOGENEITY

For the evaluation of the effective resonant frequency
Qs the "spectrum" ~A(k)~' of the inhomogeneous
magnetic field A (r) must be determined. We note first
that the spectrum is generally related to the "auto-
correlation" function C (r) given in Eq. (38) by

Here the integration over r has been extended to
infinity for the sake of simplicity. According to the
definition (41a) the integration should actually be
extended only over the periodicity volume. The error
incurred in this step is very small, however, because
the correlation function is very small for large r.

Equation (4lc) shows that the spectrum is large
when the wave number is smaller than the inverse
grain size and rapidly approaches zero for wave numbers
that are large compared to the inverse grain size.

It is unlikely that the autocorrelation actually
realized in polycrystals is precisely of the exponential
form assumed in Eqs. (41b) and (41c). The precise
form of the k dependence of the spectrum is not actually
used in the subsequent calculation, however. The
feature that is actually used. is that the spectrum

~
A (k) ~

' has significant components only below a
certain cutoff wave number ko. This property of the
spectrum is likely to be independent of the detailed
structure of the autocorrelation function.

Consider now the case that the cutoG wave number
ko is su%.ciently small, so that the effect of the exchange
interaction upon the unperturbed resonant frequencies
coq is negligible. This case is of practical interest because
the grain size in polycrystals is typically of the order of
several microns. The eGect of the exchange interaction
upon the resonant frequency of spin waves whose
wavelength equals the grain size (10 4 cm) is equivalent
to a magnetic field of approximately 20 Oe, i.e., much
smaller than the saturation magnetization, Under those
conditions it is permissible to disregard the effect of the
exchange interaction by way of approximation. The
unperturbed resonant frequencies cvj, of the spin waves
that interact with the uniform mode then depend only
upon the direction of the wave number k, not upon its
magnitude.

We discuss the solution of the self-consistency
condition (40) for two limiting cases in which either
~k())&o or [k[«ke. The wave numbers k' of the
spinwaves that interact with the mode k are sub-
stantially con6ned to the interior of a sphere with
radius ke and center at k. If ~k~))ks, the situation is
qualitatively as shown in Fig. 3. The resonant fre-
quencies of all modes k' that interact signihcantly with
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2ko mode satisfy the condition ~k~&&ko. The significance of
this approximation is further discussed in Sec, 8.

For convenience we define a reduced, complex fre-
quency shift

by

s= x+iy

Qp=Qp+y4or3f ps.

(46)

(47)

It is readily shown that the self-consistency condition
(45) leads to a transcendental equation for the fre-
quency shift s:

Fro. 4. The wave numbers k' of all spin waves that interact where

signi6cantly with the mode k lie inside a sphere of radius k0,
The figure applies when (h («ko.

s= pF (s,c),

p = (A')/(4orcVo)', (49)

the mode k are approximately equal. Since F(s,c) = —2
5' —P

1 to+1
ln

4 to —1
(50)

g )
p»,

I
a=vs(As) (42)

the self-consistency condition (40), therefore, becomes
approximately

$o =c+2$yp+2si

yp ——iip/(y4prM'p),

(51)

(52)

c =cos'Hp ——(H+2orMp o//y)//2rrM o.—(53)

6p ——0p
—y'(A')/(0 p

—o/)

with the solution

0 —o/= —,
' (0 —o/)+ P (0 -—o/)' —ys(A')]1/P. (43b)

(43a)
Hp is the angle between the dc field and the propagation
direction of those spinwaves that resonate under the
given conditions of frequency and field strength.

If real and imaginary parts of the complex function
F(s,c) are defined as

F(s,c)=F,(x,y, c)+iF&(x,y,c),

(44) one obtains from Eqs. (50) and (51),il o= Im(Qp) =y(A')'/s.

In the limit of zero intrinsic loss (r/o~0+) and at
resonance the effective damping constant is according
to Eq. (43b)

(54)

Note that the spinwaves that satisfy the condition

~
k t)&ko do not interact directly with the uniform mode.
If

~
k ~&&kp the spinwave ii interacts equally efFectively

with waves propagating in all possible directions (see
Fig. 4). We replace the summation in Eq. (40) by an
integration. The 6rst factor of the integrand ~Ppo ~'

depends only upon the magnitude of k—k', i.e., for
~
&

~
&&ko, substantially only upon the magnitude of k'.

The second factor (Qs —p/) ' depends only upon the
direction of k'. The integration can, therefore, be
carried out by first integrating ~P» ~' over all ir'

(regardless of direction) and then averaging the second
factor over all directions. Hence the self-consistency
condition (40) becomes

d (cos

opI�
)

Qp =0/, y'(A')—
p QIcr —0)

In the following we use this approximate self-
consistency relation derived under the condition ~k~

«kp to determine the effective resonant frequency of
a/l spin waves that interact with the uniform mode.
This procedure is only approximately correct, because
not all of the spin waves that interact with the uniform

1 r+1 r —1
Fi(x,y,c) =— —P coth ' +q cot '

r 2p 2g
(55)

1 r+1 r —1
Fp(x,y,c)=— qcoth ' +pcot '

2p 2g
(56)

p
—2 1/2Lr+c+2x]1/2

q = 2 ' 'Lr —(c+ 2x)]"'

r —P(c+2x)2+4 (y +y)2]1/2 —ps+ps

(58)

(59)

The principal value of the cot ' function, to be used in
these expressions, is taken to be such that 0& cot 'x& x.
The complex self-consistency condition (48) is equi-
valent to a set of two coupled real, transcendental
equations

x= pF1(x,y,c),
y=/Fs(x, y, c).

(60)

In the limit of zero damping (i.e., for yp+y~ 0+)
the expressions for Ii j and F2 simplify considerably. In
this limit g~0 for c+2x)0 p~ 0 for c+2x(0.
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Fxo. 7. Real part of the reduced frequency shift x divided by
the inhomogeneity parameter p plotted versus c=cos'80. The
curves were obtained by numerical solution of the self-consistency
condition (60) assuming yp=o.

Fro. 5. Real part of the function F(s,c) plotted versus c=cos'80
I see Kq. (53)j for various values of yp+y.

Hence for x= 0

1 c+1i 1 c'/'+1
F1(0,0+,c) = coth '

~

= ln
c'/' 2c"') c'/' c'/' —1

20-

FZ(O, y, c)
yo+y=lO

IO

for c&0
—c—1

cot '
, for c(0 (61)(-.)"

'
(-.) '

F2 (0)0y,c)= /rc fol 0(c(1

=0, otherwise. (62)

The values of Ii I and Ii2 for x/0 can generally be
found from the values at x= 0 by replacing c by c+2x.

In Figs. 5 and 6 the functions F1(x,y, c) and F2(x,y,c)
are plotted versus c for @=0 and several assumed
values of yo+y. The function F2 is always positive, as
it should because it is proportional to the damping of
the spinwaves. The function F~ can be positive or
negative.

The self-consistency condition (60) can be solved
analytically both for p«1 and for p))1. It is clear that

for p ~ 0 both x and y vanish, so that for p&&1,

x pF1(0,0+,c),
y pF (0,0,c).

(63)

The behavior of the solution for p —+ ~ is discussed
in Appendix A, where it is shown that for p))1,

x—-', (-', —c),
y~p1/2 +Q (p 1/2)

(64)

It should be noticed that x approaches a finite value,
whereas y becomes very large, but only as p' '.

For intermediate values of p, the self-consistency
condition (60) has been solved numerically on a digital
computer. Typical results are shown in Figs. 7 and 8.
Here x/p and y/p are plotted versus c=cos'go for
representative values of p, assuming yo

——0. It may be
seen that the results of the present theory are qualita-
tively similar to the results of earlier calculations in
which only the primary scattering was taken into
account. ' The effect of the secondary scattering is to
"smear out" the effect of the primary scattering. Thus
the peaks in the x/p and y/p versus c curves of Figs. 7

and 8 become less distinct as p increases. If only the
primary scattering is taken into account, the corre-

sponding curve becomes singular at the edges of the

spin wave band, i.e., for c=0 and for c= i.
Subject to the approximations that have been

adopted the complex shift of the resonant frequencies
is the same for all modes, including the uniform mode.
Thus yo+y is, apart from a factor p4xMO, equal to
the imaginary part of Qo. Its value at resonance deter-
mines the linewidth, its value away from resonance
the off-resonance absorption. "These two consequences
of the inhomogeneity-induced scattering are discussed

in more detail in Secs. 6 and 7.
0 j
-I -05 0 0.5

C=COS 8O

15 2 6. LINEWIDTH AND LINE SHIFT

FIG. 6. Imaginary part of the function Ii(s,c) plotted versus
c=cos'80 Lsee Eq. (53)g for various values of yo+y.

The linewidth hII is usually defined as the width at
half height of the absorption versus held curve, me3, -
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sured at constant frequency. For small samples of
ellipsoidal shape the absorption is proportional to the
imaginary part of an "effective" susceptibility. For a
spheroidal sample magnetized along its axis the positive
circular component of the eGective susceptibility X+.
is related to the "true" susceptibility x+ by )see Eq.

X+,= (1ir 4~x,X+)-'X+, (65)

where Ã& is the transverse demagnetizing factor. By
inserting Eq. (24) into Eq. (65) it may be seen that the
effective susceptibility is given by

-I
3x 10

IO

gH
res 8 rr Mo

-2
3x IO

X+,——y3fo/(QO, II+y4IrcVpN I
—(u) .

Thus the absorption coefFicient p+."= AX+,
" is

(66)
IO 3x IO 10 3x IO IO

P =gP P/(Per Mo)

3xIO

AH —2 (&0+&)res ~

4mMO
(69)

This equation is not rigorously correct, because at the
half-maximum absorption points the complex frequency
shift is in general di8erent from that realized at res-
onance. A detailed study has shown, however, that this
correction is quite small, even when the linewidth is of
the order of the unperturbed spin-wave band (2IriVO).
This comes about because the spin-wave band itself
also spreads out by an amount that is even larger than
the linewidth hH, as discussed in detail in Sec. 7.

Experimentally it is also possible to infer a "line-
width" from the magnitude of the absorption at

p+" = b+Po)/((I —s+&'+*)'+6+3o)'), (67)

where
I=P/4Ir3EO, I =ca/y4Ir3f 0. (68)

As long as the complex frequency shift s=x+iy is
only weakly dependent upon the dc fields strength the
linewidth is substantially determined by its imaginary
part y taken at resonance:

FIG. 9. Reduced linewidth y versus inhomogeneity parameter
p for different sample shapes.

resonance. "The theoretical expression (69) corresponds
precisely to this definition of linewidth.

In order to calculate the linewidth the effective
damping y has to be evaluated at resonance, i.e., when
the first term in the denominator of Eq. (67) vanishes.
According to Eq. (53) this is the cs,se when

c+2x= 1—2ATI.

The functions E& and E& of the self-consistency condition
(60) depend upon c and x only through the combination
c+2x Lsee Eqs. (57)—(59)j.For finding y at resonance
it is therefore su%.cient to consider only the second line
of Eq. (60), and solve it subject to the condition (70).

The results of numerical calculations of the reduced
linewidth y„, for various sample shapes are shown in
Fig. 9. For p&(1 and E&@-,' the asymptotic dependence
of y„, is given by

y, e,- Ir (1—2X,)
—"'p, p&(1. (71a)

For EI———', (the case of a long, axially magnetized
cylinder)

Y

P
eh„(Irp/2) "I, p(&1. (71b)

P= 0.01

0. 1

0.2

0.03

)xf

0.01

/
r /

I
-I 0c--. e,2

FIG. 8. Imaginary part of the reduced frequency shift y divided
by the inhomogeneity parameter p plotted versus c=cos'80. The
curves were obtained by numerical solution of the self-consistency
condition (60) assuming yo

——0.

0.003

0Q01 I I I

0.001 0.003 0.01 0.03 0.1

P =(As)/IS sr Meg

0.3

Fro. 10. Reduced line shift x versus inhomogeneity parameter
p for diferent sample shapes.
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Iim F~(y) Fz (y)

-yo 0

FIG. 11. Graphical method for solving the
self-consistency condition.

For larger p, however,

pres —p p p
Il2 Q1 (71c)

The asymptotic formulas (71a)—(71c) are represented
by the broken straight lines in Fig. 9.

It is interesting to note that for thin disks the predicted
linewidth depends quite strongly upon the demagnetiz-
ing factor in the region of fairly small p (i.e., p—10 ').

The line shift S of the absorption maximum is
according to Eq. (67) given by

creases, the region of substantial absorption spreads
over a wider field interval. In the present section the
width of this region of substantial absorption is discus-
sed in detail.

Consider first the behavior of the effective damping
constant y /the solution of Eq. (60)j in the limit of
vanishingly small intrinsic damping yo. Figure 11
demonstrates a graphical method for solving the self-
consistency condition (60) in particular the second line
of this equation. It can readily be shown that for small
damping the function F2 (x,y, c) increases approximately
linearly with yo+y provided that either c+2x(0 or
c+2x) 1. The function F2(x,y, c) =F2(y) considered as
a function of y for constant x, c is, therefore, qualita-
tively described by the full, curved line in Fig. 11.The
solution of the self-consistency condition is given by the
intersection of the curve F2(y) with the straight line

y/p also shown in Fig. 11. Two values of p have been
assumed giving rise to intersections at F and Q. Taking
the limit of vanishingly small intrinsic damping (yo ~ 0)

S/4n. MO= —x, (72)

where x is the solution of the first line of the self-
consistency condition (60). Figure 10 shows a plot of
the reduced line shift x versus I for spheres, thin disks,
and long cylinders. For spheres and thin discs the
solution x of the self-consistency condition is negative,
for long cylinders it is positive. This may be anticipated
from the behavior of the function F&(0,y,c) shown in
Fig. 5. The predicted line shift is positive (shift towards
higher fields) for spheres and thin discs and negative
for long cylinders. In Fig. 10 ixi is plotted versus p.
As previously pointed out LEqs. (63) and (64)j
increases linearly with p for p«1 and approaches a
constant value for p&)1. In the case of spherical samples,
the asymptotic limit of ixi for p))1 is zero. The
asymptotic limiting values of

i xi for p))1 are indicated
by the broken lines in Fig. 10.

T. OFF-RESONANCE ABSORPTION

If the intrinsic damping is small, the primary scatter-
ing contributes to the off-resonance absorption only as
long as the signal frequency lies inside the frequency
band corresponding to spin waves of long wavelength.
The previous theories of coarse-grain inhomogeneous
line broadening, ' "in which secondary scattering was
neglected, therefore, predict a sharp break in the
absorption curve as the signal frequency goes through
the edge of the spin wave band. It may be seen from
Fig. 8 that with the inclusion of secondary scattering
the theory predicts a much more gradual transition,
even in the limit of zero intrinsic damping. As p in-

0 I-

0.03—

O. OI-

O.ool 0.003 O,OI 0.03 O. l 0.3

P =(A)/(4 M )

Fxo. 12. Shift of the low- and high-field absorption edges (8H
and BH+) versus inhomogeneity parameter p.

x=pFi(x, 0,c),
1=p(BFg/By) (x,0,c) .

(73)

The solution of these equations for c as a function of p

corresponds to shifting the curve representing F2(y)
to the right until it intersects the origin. The solution
points P and Q then move to F' and Q', respectively.
This demonstrates that for suKciently large p the
effective damping approaches a finite value in the
limit yo —+0, whereas it goes to zero for suQiciently
small p. For given p it is, therefore, possible to define a
"strong absorption region" in which y remains finite for
y0~0. For p&&1 this region coincides with the spin
wave band. It may be anticipated that with increasing

p the width of this region will in.crease.
According to the geometrical construction shown in

Fig. 11 the edges of the strong absorption region are
determined by
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is described in Appendix B.The results are summarizeu
F' 12 where the shift SB of the low-field absorp-

bH oftion edge towards lower 6elds and the shift + o
the high-field absorption edge toward higher fields are
plotted versus p. For p&(1 the predicted behavior is

BH /4prMo ao(xp)'",

BH~/4rMo~pL1+ln (2/p)$,
(74)

x=pFi(x, 0,c), y= p(y+yp)BFp/By(x, 0,c). (76)

From the second line of this equation

y+yo=yp/(1 —p(BFp/By)) (77)

Consider now the absorption coeKcient p+ ff as
given y q.b E . (67). In the weak absorption regions the
linewidth term (y+yp)o is usually negligible compared
to (N p+ftr, +x)' in—the denominator of Eq. (67). For
convenience we exexpress the absorption coeS.cient as
the product of two terms

p+ .rr" = Lyp/(~ p+& )'3G(c,p)— (78)

The first factor is the absorption coefficient expected

100

50

G(c,p)
l0

P =0.0l

O. l

0.3
I

I

l

I

l

l

.Ol

i

-6 "5 -4 -3 "2 -l 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7
2c-c.s e.

FIG. 13. Enhancement factor G(c,p) which characterizes the
absor tion in the exterior of the strong absorption region plotted
versus c=cos'80 or given p.g f n The shaded area is the strong absorp-
tion region for p-+ 0.

whereas for p))1,

BH /4' bH+/4~M ~~2p'". (75)

It is interesting to note that for p))1 8H, BH+, and
DH all become equal. Thus the strong absorption region
is broadened approximately twice as much as the
resonance line.

It is also interesting to note that the real and the
imaginary par s ot of the frequency shift contribute
approximately equally strongly to the broadening o t e
strong absorption region. It is therefore not permissible
in the present context to disregard the rea p
frequency shift.
Finally, consider the absorption outside of the strong
b r tion region. In this case the damping is sma

so that the general self-consistency condition (6 ) can
be approximated by

8. DISCUSSION

In order to compare the results of the theory described
in the present paper with experimental data the inhomo-
geneity parameter p defined by Eq. (49) must be
determined. For polycrystals of cubic materials, the
contribution of crystalline anisotropy to the mean

~ 3square of the inhomogeneous field is

(A') „;= (4/21)H, ', (80)

where H, =2ICi/M p and Ei is the first-order anisotropy
,constant, provided that contributions of higher order
are negligible. Thus, the inhomogeneity parameter p
is in this case

p, ;,= (4/21) (H,/4prMp)'. (81)

A l in these results to the predictions concerning
the linewidth, one finds that for spherical samp esles

hH 2.07H, '/47rMp, for H,«47rMo

0.87H„ for H, &4xMp. (82)

The transition between the two regimes occurs approx-
imately when p=0.05, i.e., H,/4irMp~pi. The result
(82) for the weak-anisotropy case agrees exactly with

lations. ' ' For the case of large anisotropyprevious calcu
a rough estimate of the linewidth had previously lead to
DH~O. SB,.' The new calculation is considered to be
more reliable.

Th theory described in the present paper is based
ofupon three significant approximations. The first o

these consists in neglecting those terms in the Hami-
tonian that relate to the ellipticity of the spin precession.
This approximation is well justified when H))2m~0,
a condition which is reasonably well satisfied in many
cases of practical interest. As a consequence of t is
approxima iont' the resonance frequency of the uni orm
mode of long, axially magnetized cylinders coincides
with the upper edge of the frequencyband correspon ing
to spin waves of long wavelength. In a more rigorous

for a given intrinsic damping yo in the absence o
scattering (i.e., for p=0). The second factor describes to
what extent the absorption is increased by the scatter-
ing. According to Eqs. (67), (77), and (78) the enhance-
ment factor is

G(c,p) =(t 1—p(BFo/By)3(1+2x/(c —1+»~))') ',
(79)

where N-~ has been expressed in terms of c by means of
Eq. (53) and x is to be determined as a function of p
and c from the first line of Eq. (76).Equation (79) shows
that the enhancement factor becomes infinite at the edges
of the strong absorption region (since p BFp/By~ 1).

Explicit formulas for Fi and BFp/By are given in
Appendix B. With the help of these formulas the
enhancement factor has been calculated for various
assumed values of p. The results are shown in Fig.
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calculation the resonant frequency of the uniform mode
would fall outside of this band. The theory in its present
form should, therefore, not be expected to give reliable
predictions about the frequency dependence of the
linewidth when the frequency is smaller than or compar-
able with &4xMo. This applies particularly to the case
of a weak inhomogeneity. For strong inhomogeneity
the structure in the frequency and field dependence of
the effective damping constant y is largely smeared out
(see Fig. g), so that the precise location of the uniform
mode in relation to the spin-wave band becomes
immaterial. A theory in which the ellipticity of the
spin precession is correctly taken into account, but
secondary scattering is neglected, has previously been
described. '

The second significant approximation consists in
replacing the infinite perturbation series which rep-
resents the effective resonant frequency /see Eq. (23)j
by the self-consistency condition Lsee Eq. (40)]. In
this transition all contributions of odd power in the
perturbation have been neglected. In its application to
cubic polycrystals the approximation has the con-
sequence that the sign of the anisotropy constant Ej
becomes immaterial. Experimentally it is found that
the maximum of the absorption line is shifted toward
lower fields when Ej~0 and towards higher fields
when E~)0.' "This agrees with theoretical predictions
based upon the "independent grain" approach described
briefly in the introduction. In the collective approach
described in the present paper the effect is contained in
the perturbation terms of odd order which were
neglected by way of approximation.

The third significant approximation lies in replacing
the self-consistence condition (40), which is an integral
equation, by the much simpler condition (45) Lor
equivalently Eq. (48)g. The secondary scattering is
actually stronger than taken into account in this
approximation. A more rigorous calculation which
avoids this approximation may, therefore, be expected
to lead to a smaller linewidth DEI and a larger broaden-
ing (5H+ and 8H ) of the strong absorption region than
the present calculation.

According to the theory described in the present
paper the "effective" damping of the spin waves that
interact with the uniform mode is of the same magnitude
as the damping of the uniform mode itself. Here the
effective spin wave damping is that experienced by any
given mode if only this mode is driven by an rf field.
It is in general different from the spin wave damping
inferred from the instability threshold at high power
levels. '4 A more detailed calculation on this subject has
shown, in fact, that the scattering has only a minor
efFect upon the instability threshold provided that the
wavenumber of the unstable modes is considerably

~3 J.E.Pippin and C. L. Hogan, IRK Trans. Microwave Theory
Tech. MTT-6, 77 (1958).

2' R. %. Damon, in magnetism, edited by G. T. Rado and H.
Suhl (Academic Press Inc. , New York, 1963),Vol. 1, Chap. 11,

larger than the cutoff wavenumber ko introduced in
Sec. 5.

The linewidth of polycrystalline garnets containing
calcium, vanadium and indium substitutions has
recently been investigated by Van. Hook et a/. 25 "In
these materials the linewidth is primarily due to anisot-
ropy broadening. The strength of the anisotropy field
can be controlled by varying the temperature and
the amount of indium substitution. The data show
that the linewidth is proportional to II '/47' for
H,&(4zrMO but proportional to II for EI,&4m3fo. The
linewidth measured in these materials agrees very well
with the theory described in the present paper if
allowance is made for some residual porosity broaden-
ing, which becomes important when the anisotropy is
small. Reasonably good agreement with the theory is
obtained over more than three decades of the anisotropy
parameter p.

The off-resonance loss in porous polycrystalline
YIG has been studied by Kohane and Schlomann. "The
results demonstrate the existence of a well-dehned
strong absorption region, which is observed to be
considerably broader than the spin-wave band at low
wave numbers. The results agree qualitatively with the
theory described in the present paper, but a quantitative
comparison cannot be made, because the line broaden-
ing is predominantly caused by magnetic inhomogeneity
in these materials.

Measurements of the off-resonance loss in materials
with strong anisotropy broadening have been reported
by Patton;" The effective linewidth, considered as a
function of dc field strength, inferred from these
measurements agrees very well with the predictions of
the present theory.

Similar results have also been reported by Vrehen"
and Vrehen et al. 30 These authors have independently
developed a theory of inhomogeneous line broadening,
in which the secondary scattering is taken into account
in a different way.
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APPENMX A: ASYMPTOTIC SOLUTION OP
SELF-CONSISTENCY CONDITION

{60) FOR LARGE y

For p»1, the solution x, y of the self-consistency
condition (60) can be represented by a power series in

p '" of the form

g —g pl/2+g +g p
—1/2+. . .

(A1)
y=y lp"+y—o+ylp ' '+

The calculation shows that x g=o, y g= 1, so that for
p»1, y»1, and y»x. Anticipating that x ~=0 and

y I——1, one obtains from Eqs. (57)—(59),

8H /4m'//Io = —22
.c= g+22 8. {34)

The asymptotic formulas {74)and (75) are obtained by
noting that for 84&1

Hence from Kqs. (55) and (56)

F (g,O, c) = (1/81/2) cot 1((8—1)/2b'")

dF2/dy(g, O,c)= L2/8(8+1) j
+1/bo/2 cot I((b—1)/251/2) . (33)

Inserting this into Eq. (73) the two variables b and g can
be determined for given p. The shift 8H of the absorp-
tion edge is now according to Kq. (31) given by

r~2pl&2(1+p —1/2y +.. .)
pal/4L1+ 1p 1/2(y +g +1c)+ j
9.=p"'C&+l p "'(yo go 2c)—+ —7.

Fl orb '", dF2/dy~gb "',
(A2) whereas for 8))1,

FI~2b ', dF2/dy 46 '.

(35)

(36)

{r+1)/2p= p"'L1+-'p-'"(yo —go+1—-'c)

+ ] (A3)

(r 1)/2&=—p'"L&+ 'p "-"(yo+-*o 1+2c)+—

Higher powers of p '~' have been nelgected. Inserting
Eqs. (A2) and (A3) into Eqs. (55) and (56), oneobtains

Fl(g,y,c)=p '(o —go —2c)+o{ "'),
F2(*,y,c)=p '"—p 'yo+0(p "')

Thus the solutions of the self-consistency condition
(60) ale, fol p))1, glvell by Kq. (A1) wltll

g 1=0, go= 4 (2 —cos t/o),

y g=1, yo=o.

APPENDIX 3: CALCULATION OF
ABSORPTION EDGES

Two cases must be distinguished in which either
c+2g 0 or c+2g&1.

Case 1. c+Zg&0.

Case Z. c+Zg)1.
We define

and obtain from Kqs. (57)—(59) for yo=0, y ~ 0,

r~i+ 5+2y2/(1+8),
p~ (1+b) 1/2

q~y(1+b) —1/2

Hence from Eqs. (55) and (56)

(37)

bH+/42/Mo —,
'

(C—1)= —g+-2'——8. (310)

Tile RsyIllptotlc fol'IIllllRS (74) Rnd (75) follow fl'0111

the observation that for 8&&1

I'1 (g,O,C) = —(1+6)
—"'

Xcoth-IL (1+2'b)/(1+ 8)"'j,
(dF2/dy) (g,O,c)= L2/8(1+8)]+ (1+8) '"

&&-th-'L(1+lb)/(1+&)'"j. (39)

These expressions are again inserted into Kq. (73) and
x and 8 are determined as functions of p. The shift bH+
of the absorption edge 1s ln this case

8= —(c+2g)

and obtain from Eqs. (57)—(59) for yo=0, y ~ 0,

r~$+ 2y2/b p~y$ —1/2 c~b 1/2

Fl —in(48 '), dF2/dy —28 ',
whereas for 8»I,

F —2b ' dF/dy 45 '

(311)


