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Self-Consistent Regge Trajectory in a Multiyeriyheral Moclel*
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We examine the possibility of using multiparticle unitarity to write self-consistency equations for Regge
trajectories. On the assumption that the dominant mechanism for inelastic processes at high energy is pro-
vided by multi-Reggeized meson exchange, and using the integral-equation approach. suggested by Chew,
Goldberger, and Low, the self-consistency conditions on the trajectory intercept and slope leave only one
free parameter. The numerical values obtained are physically quite reasonable. It is also possible to generate
the Pomeranchuk trajectory via the same dynamical mechanism. The slope of the Pomeranchuk trajectory
thus obtained is similar to the slope of the meson Regge trajectory.

I. INTRODUCTION

INCR the beginnings of Regge theory, it has been
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recognized that the expression of the imaginary
part of the elastic amplitude as a sum of contributions
from multiparticle intermediate states provides a
scheme to study the high-energy behavior of two-body
processes. ' In other words, given a model for the many-
particle production, it is possible to deduce high-energy
properties of the elastic amplitude.

Amati, Bertocchi, Fubini, Stanghellini, and Tonin
used for the production amplitude a multiperipheral
model with elementary-pion exchange, and were able to
derive a Regge behavior for the absorptive part of the
elastic scattering. More recently, a multiperipheral
model in which the exchanged particles are Reggeized'
has been considerably successful both in fitting experi-
mental data on particle production4 and in calculating
shadow elastic scattering. ' It has also been suggested by
Chew and Pignotti (CP)' that the multi-Regge model,
in conjunction with the unitarity relation, can be used
to obtain bootstrap-like conditions involving Regge pa-
rameters. This is achieved by imposing the condition
that the Regge behavior obtained for a suitably chosen
two-body amplitude at high energies is controlled by
the same trajectory that is exchanged along the multi-

Regge line. Here we pursue this approach and succeed.
to impose self-consistency conditions on the value and
slope of a Regge trajectory at zero momentum transfer.
In this way we are able to construct a dynamical model
in which there is only one free parameter.

*Work supported in part by the National Science Foundation.
t Fulbright Fellow.
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To sum the multiperipheral graphs we use the inte-
gral-equation approach proposed by Chew, Goldberger,
and I.ow, ~ which is a generalization of the method used
in Ref. 2 to the more complicated case of multi-Regge
exchanges. Because we are more interested in exploiting
the restrictions imposed by the self-consistency require-
ments than in detailed data 6tting, we try to minimize

the number of parameters; therefore, we study the over-
simplified model in which an average meson trajectory
represents the combined eRect of the various meson ex-

changes that we believe to be present. As a first approxi-
mation we neglect Pomeranchuk exchange, because we
know that this mechanism is not important in produc-
tion processes. ' As in CP, we only consider ladder-type
diagrams in which pions are produced in the inter-
mediate state' and baryon exchange is neglected.

In Sec. II, we derive for completeness the integral
equation for the absorptive part of the elastic scattering
amplitude, with some simplifications. In Sec. III, we

solve this equation, and in Sec. IV, we impose the self-

consistency requirements on the meson trajectory. The
generation of the Pomeranchuk trajectory is described
in Sec. V. Section VI discusses the results and suggests
some lines for possible future work.

II. DERIVATION OF INTEGRAL EQUATION

We consider the high-energy and small-momentum-
transfer elastic scattering of two particles, which we as-
sume for simplicity to be spinless and identical. We
introduce for convenience three independent four-
vectors, Q, hp, and)pp', in terms of which the momenta of
the initial particles are Q

—kp and —Q+kp and those of
the final particles —Q—kp and Q+kp' (see Fig. 1).The
total energy squared is s= (kp' —hp)' and the invariant
momentum transfer is 4Q'. We expect the asymptotic
behavior of the amplitude at axed Q' to be characterized

by the "t-channel" internal quantum numbers, and

s W. R. Frazer, Rapporteur talk, in Proceedings of the Fourteenth
Internatsonat Conference on High Energy Physics, Vienna, 1968
(CERN, Geneva, 1968), p. 415. A similar approach was inde-
pendently proposed by I. G. Halliday, Imperial College, London,
report ICTP/67/36.

G. F. Chew and A. Pignotti, Phys. Rev. Letters 20, 1078
(1968). In this paper it is pointed out that addition of resonance
production can lead to double counting.
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and the functions z describe the coupling of two Regge
poles to a pion. Therefore in our model we have

FIG. 1. De6nition of mo-
menta for the two-body ampli- ImA (Q~ko~ko )
tude.

Z(Q, k,)Z(Q, —kt)Z(g, k +t)Z(Q, —k„+t)

X&P(kt —ko) —iN $~f(ko' —k yt)' —o)o'g

therefore we study amplitudes in which these quantum
numbers are well defined. -.

As indicated in the Introduction, we express the
imaginary part of the two-body amplitude using the
unitarity relation and summing over the contribution of
intermediate states in which n pions are produced:

n

Xg z(g, k; t,k;,k;+t,k;+,)

Xs(g, —k; t, —k;, —k;+t, —k;+o)

n+1

ImA (s,g') =P ImA "(s,g'), (2.1)
XSP(k; t —k;)' —~']g F(g,k; t, k;,k, t)

j=1

with

ImA "(s,go) = d4"Ao„Ao „~. (2.2)

Xg (g,k;,k;,k;,k; )g F(g,k;,k, ,k; ). (2.4)

Here F(g,k, t,k;,k,+t) is a function having the asymp-
totic Regge behavior and Regge signature factor, i.e.,

Here dC" is the usual phase space for the intermediate
state, and A2„ is the n-pion production amplitude. We
are going to adopt for this amplitude a Reggeized multi-
peripheral model, namely to consider contributions of
Reggeized ladder diagrams, with the kinematics defined
in Fig. 2. In this figure, wavy lines represent the ex-
changed' Regge pole, dotted lines represent pions, and
solid lines represent the external particles. With these
variables the phase space can be written

dC "=5L(kt —k())' —t)o'jd'ktBL(ko —kt)' —p']d'ko.
d'k„8((k„+t—k„)'—p'$d'k +t

X8P(ko' —k„ t)' —no'g, (2.3)

where p and m are the masses of the pion and of the ex-
ternal particles. In this model the amplitude A~„can be
written as a product of Regge factors and vertex func-
tions (we identify k„+o with ko ),

A o„(g,ko, kr, ,kn+t, ko') =Z(Q, kt)Z(g, k~+t)

with
X~((g—»)' (Q+»)') (2 &)

S(x,y) = exp(-,'i~Pn(y) —a(x))}, (2.8)

and absorb the remaining factors in the definition of new
vertex functions G and g, which are no longer required
to provide cancellation of unwanted singularities.
Furthermore, we introduce some simplifying assump-
tions on the structure of the internal vertex functions.
These depend on three variables which we can choose to
be the two invariant momentum transfers of the Regge
lines, and an angular variable co.' We neglect this last
dependence and assume that the dependence on the
first two factorizes in the following way at the vertex at

+ko

XF*(g, —k; t, —k;, k;qt)d4k;. —(2.6)

The zeros of the factor sin7rn((g+k, )o) in the denomi-
nator of Eq. (2.5) cannot produce singularities in the
region we are interested in, and the vertex functions
have to provide a cancellation mechanism at the right-
signature points. Therefore we extract from the product

I"(Q,k;,k, ,k;+ )F (Q, —k;, —k, , —k,~ )

a factor
(k +t —k t) o [&((o-&i)')+~((Q+&i)'))

Z(g, k; „k;,k,„)=i
+So )

pk k qo ((o—&')o)

F(g,k, „k,,k,+,)=—
~

"
&So

exp( —Artt((g —k;)')}&1)x '
[, (2.s)

~

~

sinn(k((Q —k )') Q-

k —k
I 0

1

k, —.k, hj

Q —
k,

I l

I

Q -kn+)

]k ko-k„+,

+ko

where n is the Regge trajectory of the pole considered,
and so is a parameter introduced as usual for dimensional
reasons. The functions Z are the residues for the cou-
pling of the Regge poles to two on-mass-shell particles

rIG. 2. Unitarity diagram for the n-pion-production
contribution to ImA.

N. F. Bali, G. F. Chew, and A. Pignotti, Phys. Rev. 163, 1572
(1967).
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which the ith pion is emitted:

a(Q, k*,k' ) =2v26((Q —k )')4((Q—k'+ )') (2 9)

The function iP is normalized by requiring that
4Q (

-Q-k 0$

P, S

+k, L

dx P4(x) =1. (2.10)
Q-k -k, t

With these assumptions we can write

ImA "(Q,kp, kp')

d'k.+iB"(Q,kp, k +i,kp') bL(kp' —k +i)' —rip']

XG((Q+k-+ )')&((Q—k.+ )').

Comparing (2.11) with Eq. (2.6), we find

B'(Q»o»i»o') =G((Q—ki)')G((Q+ki)')
XSE(ki—ko)' —pip']&(Q&ko)k180 ), (2.12)

and the recursion relation

S

The function B(Q,kp, k,k') depends effectively on seven

invariants, which we can choose to be (see Fig. 3)

s= (k—kp)', f= (Q —k)',
r= (Q+k)' s'= (k' —ko)'

f'= (Q —k')' r'= (Q+k')' and Q'.

Defining

(2.17)

FIG. 3. Diagram showing the variables on which 8 depends.
Next to each line the corresponding four-momentum and invariant
mass squared have been indicated.

B"(Q,ko)k~+i, ko') = d'k B" '(Q, kp)kp, kp+i)
P=k —kp, p=k' —k,

XIt (Q k k k ) (2 13) we can, in Eq. (2.15), replace

with

(2.18)

E'(Q,k,k',k")
=ggV((Q-k) )~((Q+k) )~((Q-k') )~((Q+k')')

XE(Q, ,k'k, k)8$(k' k)' p,'].—(2.1—4)
with

(&8'—S )~

d'kbI (k' —k)' —p']

Of course, for a given energy of the two-body scattering
process, there is a maximum number n of pions that can
be produced in the intermediate state. The mechanism
for the vanishing of 8"when e is bigger than n is pro-
vided by the structure of the function E.We can there-
fore define a function

B(Q,ko, k', k")= Q B"(Q,ko, k', k"),
n=o

the actual contributions corning from the 6rst n terms.
The function 8 satis6es the integral equation

ds d'Pd'pb(P' s) 8(p' q'-)— —

XP(P+p —k'+ kp) .
, (2.19)

which has the form of an integration over the phase
space for an intermediate state of two particles of masses

p and gs, integrated over s (see Fig. 3).Because we are
interested in the high-energy behavior of the solution,
we neglect the pion mass with respect to the total en-

ergy and also terms of order np'/s', I'/s', and r'/s'. We
can now go to a "center-of-mass" frame in which we
have

B(Q,kp, k', k") =Bp(Q,kp, k', k")
P+p = (Qs', 0,0,0) (2.20)

+ d'k E(Q,k, k', k")B(Q,ko, k,k'), (2.15)

and the imaginary part of the scattering amplitude is
given by

ImA (Q,kp, kp') = d'k B(Q,kp, k,kp')

s'+s s —sE'=, — sin8 sing,
2+s' 2+s'

s —sI s —sI
(2.21)

and define three angles 0, e, and q such that

Q —ko=t o+s', -', (gs') sin-,'0, 0, —,'(Qs') cos-,'0],
—Q —ko=PV's' —o(v's')»no0, o, o(v's') coso0],

XG((Q —k)')G((Q+k)')bL(kp' —k)' —m'] (2.16) sin8 cosy,
2+s' 2+s'

cosg

Following Chew, Goldberger, and Low, r we propose
to use Eqs. (2.15) and (2.16) to study the high-energy
behavior of ImA. f= 7 =1~
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b(Q2, *'):

y80

(2.22)
where

(2.23)

s) (1 —cos8) 't——-'
(ch thatuantjties & anAt ~{)we define two q

t+r=2t+&~
~——5.

b(Q")= .
2x(x')"(J)+~(ri ig—(t, &)+g

2 'Jl

2'

x|t'(t)&'('~

2We n '

»,J2(tQ2)ii2 sing
&4(1—s/s )

2(1—s/s') Q'

2.19) as)ntegrat&onnow w
2 an. de uat'

~ t first orderthis integra q
ob tain

Expand&ng
'

tegration, we oing th

(2.24)

1
b(Q'*') = . dt G2(t)P(t)

(2.25)
21l dp

~ ~ ~

2x

s' d$

p@2(~l I) /x ]'g+~mx(x 2(rx~+a~ ™

x[1+'((' 1)/ )Q D(t,GA')j

x —x
yp)dt44(t) 1+

J )
+g'

P~8$

dS 0

S Qo

x—M g2(x x) /~ ]2(~~+~~ '+uSX—(.)
umed here a linear trajectory (JJ t =a~

't and we have use

——m. n~'& t vi, v2)=D'[( i(t)~2 t) 1

b(Q', x) . (3.3)

impljfication by
the replacem "

2 5) with'tor of Eqo ~Regge p'op g

.26p )n/(IJ, ,—ko(~~+i
. .„;„whichthe llmivalid in th l

articles,

equivalent to the assump
of CP.

write Eq. (2.15) a.sKe can now rewrite . . as

=G(t')G(r')8(s' —m')(s" s'

—f(t)(Jt (r)P(t')(Jt (r')
JI'

fn

(~')+ ( ')t's )xi —, i
s s' . (2.27)S(t', r')B(Q', t, r,s,s' .

ksi
eneous termor the inhomogeni h the kernel no

—k")' and r"=(Q
ed these argd we have dropp g

B. We h ve also
tion use, w

iso exten ethe function

ex
'

1 with negativeexponentially widecrease ap' yidl e.g., ex
1 $'.to correctionst '

his amounts

N OF THE INTEGRALIII. SOLUTION OF T
EQUATION FOR

2.27)%'e can su s
'

bstitute in Eq. ( .

Q'

+ () (

the functionl e uation foran integra eq

which in

and obtain

im lies a choice for so, w i( )' P'7The choice of the
fi unambiguous yturn defines un

b(Q', x) =
2x'z c—i~

b(Q2, p)xJ'dp, (3.5)

ofb 'p) tois c o . e all singularities o

— for ipse
—+ ~. It o o g
1 the behavior of b, xf b ' P) contro

Introducing t e n

H(x, F(x'))=
' F(x')

dx
x —s—00

(3.6)

in functions:we define the following

' »(O', P),~'(")),

'(Q', P) =( / ')

'P)=(/ ') (y(Q',(Q',

', ), '(') ('G, )),Wi(Q',', ) = (1/2~~')&(y(Q',

(3.7)

with
(3 4)t = (d"/dt") lnF(t) JJ J=t.D"[F(t)1=

3.3) of the ormsolution of Kq. . f h ormVVe look for a so u
'

Mellin transform:
C+iao



I80 SELF —CONSISTENT REGGE TRAJECTORY 1529

where

,(Q,p) = (1/2 ')(p —2 —2 'Q'+ 1). (3.&)

where we have put

nout(Q ) =nout+4nout Q ~

We also define

~(Q,p) = U(Q', p) —U(Q', p+ 1)+&(0 p+ 1)

+2Q&LP, (Q2,P) —U', (Q', P+ 1)) (3.9)

with analogous definitions for V(Q', p) and W(Q', p) &y
construction, these functions are analytic in P with cuts
running from —~ to 2nM+2nM'Q' —1.

Substituting (3.5) in (3.3) we obtain, after some
manipulation, the following solution for b(Q', P)":

IV. SELF-CONSISTENCY CONDITIONS ON THE
MESON TRAJECTORY

In this section we consider the amplitude correspond-
ing to the exchange of the quantum numbers of our
meson. Therefore we require for the absorptive part of
the amplitude a behavior s M+' M'@' at large s.

The equations in Sec. III are considerably simpler if
we assume an exponential parametrization for the vertex
function f, i.e.,

~(Q',P)
b(Q2, P) =-

m' 1—g'U(Q', P)
(3.10)

~(I)=(~")'
We also use the same parametrization for G(t):

(4.1a)

Using now (3.10), (3.1), and (3.16), we can write the
Mellin representation for the imaginary part of the
amplitude:

o+im dp ~ ~P
ImA(s, Q') =

2~t', ;„m' m')

X(
' ' '

I
~

1—g'U(Q' P)
(3.11)

Translating Fq. (3.11) into the usual Regge language,
we can say that the asymptotic beha»or of Im~(Q'»)
is given by a Regge pole, the position of which, nout(Q ),
is defined by

~(Q'. ..(Q')) = 1/g' (3.12)

and a Regge cut starting at 2(nM+nM'Q') —1.The sloPe
of the trajectory at Q'=0 is

IT'(O', P) =G'~(Q', P),
I (Q' p)=G'~(Q' p)

(4.2)

with

U(Q', p)=N(Q', p) —N(Q', p+1)+I(o, p+1),

~(Q',P) =e(Q', P)
X(1+aQ'——',Q'tr'nM'(p —2nM+1 —2nM'Q') j. (4.3)

Here v is simply given in terms of the conQuent hyper-
geometric function 0' by":

a f a
s(Q' P) = %~ 1,1, (P 2nM+—1)—aQ'

~
. (4.4)

G(t) =G(g a)eo"4 (4.1b)

although this choice of the coupling to the external par-
ticles is of no consequence on the output Regge trajec-
tory /see Eq. (3.10)j.With these assumptions, we have

1 8V(Q',P)/BQ'

4 rlU(Q', P)/rlP a=o..~, a'=o
(3.13)

The slope of the output Regge trajectory at Q'=0 is

~ A~ nout 2nM+ 1
1 (n..t—2nM+2)e(n-t+1, 0) ——

(no„t—2nM+ 1)(nout 2nM+2) 2a

a ( 1 1)
2nM (clout 2nM+ 1—g )

Defining pM=2nM'/a and pout= 2nout/a we see that
0 „t., and p«~ depend on p~, but not on 0'~' and c
separately.

In the limit pM —+ 0, the function n(O, P) becomes

pM
(o,p) +O(, ), (4.6)

oM-' p 2nM+1 —(p —2nM+1)'

"A similar result at Q =0 was obtained by G. F. Chew, C. de
Tar, P. Ting, and A. Pignotti {unpublished).

and we find again the results of CP in which no Regge
cut is present. By an opportune choice of g' we can
satisfy the self-consistency condition on the intercept
of the meson trajectory, namely o.,„&=0.~. We observe,
however, from Eqs. (4.5) and (4.6) that

»m p-t=Lg'/(I+g') j,
&M

12 Bateman ManuscriPt Proj ect, Bi'gher Transcendenta/ Func-
tiorts (McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc. , New York, 1953l, Vol. 1,
p. 255.
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TABLE I. Some numerical solutions of the self-consistency
equations. The various quantities are defined in the text.

np /nM gM /g

0.4 0.96
0.45 0.88
0.5 0.81
0.55 0.75
0.6 0.66

0.52
0.48
0.45
0.42
0.38

1.19
1.18
1.18
1.18
1.18

1.67 1.58
1.67 1.44
1.66 1.27
1.66 1.11
1.65 1.00

0.16
0.09
0.05—0.07—0.16

and therefore this limit does not correspond to a self-
consistent meson generation. This happens because the
t dependence of the vertex functions produces an output
Regge slope, even in the absence of an input one. We
therefore look for self-consistent solutions satisfying
e.„&=o.~ and p,„~=p~. These conditions force our three
parameters n~, p~, and g' to satisfy two nonlinear con-
straints. We 6nd that upon choosing, for instance, rea-
sonable values for n~, a solution exists, and the other
two parameters determined by the self-consistency
equations are also quite reasonable. (See Table I, col-
umns 1—3.)

Indeed, if we take nM'=1/GeV', the range of values
obtained for p corresponds to a width 1/a in the internal
momentum transfer distribution between 0.2 and 0.25
GeV'. The parameter g' gives good results when related
to the average number of particles produced. (See the
discussion at the end of Sec. V).

In the solutions obtained, p~ being different from
zero, we have both a Regge pole at P=nM and a cut
starting at P, =2nM —1. The function v(O, P) is positive
for p) p„has a logarithmic singularity at p=p„and
goes to 0 as p —p oo. Therefore it is guaranteed that a
pole exists and that it is located to the right of the cut,
and this implies that the intercept of the self-consistent
meson must be smaller than 1."The high-energy be-
havior of ImA in the forward direction can be written"

—I~(0,s)

v(0, nM) /s . ~M

+
g'L»(0, p)/~—pl s -M&pp'=

2aM—tdp( s )v

p (m2)

~(P—2~M+1) /lo

X (4 &)
g2 Re v(0 p))2+ (g22r/~)2' ip

—2aM+2) Ip

The residue of the pole, i.e., the coefIIj.cient of the term
(s/222')~M, is approximately 0.89. The discontinuity
across the cut has a logarithmic zero at the upper branch
point and is a rapidly decreasing function of p; its width

"A similar argument in models with repeated Pomeranchuk
exchange leads to violation of unitarity if the Porneranchuk tra-
jectory has intercept strictly equal to one, unless a zero in the
vertex functions avoids the logarithmic singu. arity. See I. A.
Verdiev, O. V. Kancheli, S. G. Matinyan, A. M. Popova, and K. A.
Ter-Martirosyan, Zh. Eksperim i Teor. I'iz 46, 1700 (1964)
/English transl. : Soviet Phys. —JETP 19, 1148 (1964)g; J.Finkel-
stein g,rid K, Kajantie, Phys, Letters 268, 305 (1968).

is the order of 2p=0.9. The integrated discontinuity of
the cut is 0.11, and we see that the summation has
depressed it with respect to the "Bo'rn term" )in which
the denominator in the integrand of Eq. (4.7) is 1j by
a factor of 9.

+22 o "(s)
22(s) = —=g~'" s

leo""(s) .
~gm

(5 2)

We obtain n(s) =3 ln(s/pries)+Ii, with

A =p/(R —1),
I~= I!&'—CM'P —1)j/LgM'(& —1)'j—2,

(5.3)

where

&= 2gM'/(1 —nM). (5.4)

V. GENERATION OF THE POMERANCHUK
TRAJECTORY

Having achieved self-consistency for the meson tra-
jectory, we want to examine in our formalism the possi-
bility of generating the Pomeranchuk pole via the same
dynamical mechanism, i.e., multi-Regge meson ex-
change. In Sec.V, we have evaluated the contribution of
ladders of the type of Fig. 2 to the amplitude with the
t-channel quantum numbers of our self-consistent
meson. The same kind of ladders also contribute to the
amplitude for the exchange of the quantum numbers of
the vacuum. In specific models, the relation between
these two amplitudes can be easily expressed in terms
of Clebsch-Gordan coeQicients, which effectively only
redefine the coupling constants. For instance, in a
model in which our building meson has isospin 1 (e.g. ,
alternate exchange of degenerate p and A2 poles), we
have to replace g' by g~' ——2g' in the vacuum exchange
amplitude. On the other hand, if the dominant mecha-
nism is alternate I=O and I=1 exchanges (such as
degenerate to and p, or P' and A2 trajectories), the sub-
stitution leading from the I= 1 exchange to the vacuum
exchange amplitude is g' ~ gM'=kg'. Of course, any
one of these models is oversimplified, and we adopt the
attitude of determining this model-dependent ratio
y=gM2/g2 by requiring an intercept for the Pomeran-
chuk trajectory equal or very close to 1. Thus, p is
given by the equation

y = v(0,nM)/v(0, n~) . (5.1)

The values of y for the set of solutions obtained in Sec.
IV are listed in Table I, and turn out to be very stable
around the value 1.66. This value does not change ap-
preciably if we impose an intercept for the Pomeranchuk
trajectory slightly below one. From Eq. (4.5) we can
now compute the ratio n2 /nM', where nz' is the slope
of the Pomeranchuk trajectory, This ratio is also stable,
and its value is slightly larger than 1 (see Table I).

We can compute from this model the average number
of particles produced, using the optical theorem and the
relation
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The values of A and 8 in our solutions are also in Table
I. The logarithmic growth of multiplicity with energy is
a common feature of multiperipheral models and is com-
patible with cosmic-ray data. "The predicted values of
A and 8 listed in Table I compare well with experiment,
the data from cosmic rays slightly preferring solutions
of lower n~ than the accelerator experiments, in both
cases within the range considered in Table I.

VI. CONCLUSION

Ke have examined in this paper the possibilities of
the bootstrapping of Regge poles suggested in CP. The
essential ingredients in this approach are multiparticle
unitarity and the assumption that the multi-Regge
model gives a satisfactory representation for the produc-
tion amplitude, not only in the multi-Regge asymptotic
region but throughout phase space.

With these assumptions we have found some reason-
able solutions in which the meson trajectory satisfies
self-consistency conditions. We have indicated how the
Pomeranchuk pole can also be generated by multiple
meson exchange. Not surprisingly, the slope obtained in
this way for the Pomeranchuk trajectory is similar to
the meson slope. Present experimental data seem to
favor a Qatter Pomeranchuk trajectory. " We know,
however, that secondary trajectories are still important
at present energies, and that therefore it is not easy to
isolate the Pomeranchuk contribution.

Our bootstrap is not complete in many senses. In par-
ticular, in the approximation in which the Pomeranchuk
trajectory is not exchanged, we cannot force it to obey
self-consistency conditions. To consider also Pomeran-
chuk exchange, it is necessary to solve a coupled-channel
problem, and this is possible, but is more complicated
and involves more parameters.

Whereas here we have kept only the channel in which

'4 M. Koshiba, Rapporteur's talk at the Tenth International
Conference on Cosmic Rays, Denver, 1967 (unpublished).

"See, for example, W. Rarita, R. J. Riddell, Jr., C. B. Chiu,
and R. J. N. Phillips, Phys. Rev. 165, 1615 (1968).

mesons are exchanged, Goldberger and Low" have
suggested the alternative point of view of considering
that multiple Pomeranchuk exchange, even though re-
sponsible for a very small fraction of the observed multi-
plicity, is still the dominant mechanism for the genera-
tion of the Pomeranchuk trajectory itself. As a result,
they obtain a solution in which there are three small
numbers of the same order of magnitude; the Pomeran-
chuk-Pomeranchuk-meson coupling constant squared,
the slope of the Pomeranchuk trajectory, and the dis-
tance from 1 of the intercept of the Pomeranchuk tra-
jectory. '7 If one takes this attitude, one may also have
to keep Pomeranchuk exchange in the diagrams generat-
ing the meson trajectory, instead of the mechanism con-
sidered here.

The solution of the more complicated problem in-
volving coupled channels, and a good knowledge of some
quantities like the intercept of the Pomeranchuk trajec-
tory and its coupling constant in inelastic processes, may
clarify the relative importance of the various channels,
and therefore the validity of these two complementary
points of view. For the time being, we find our approach
more appealing, because in it the high-energy behavior
of the total cross section is intimately related to the
dominant mechanism for particle production.
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tions for a self-consistent trajectory (Sec. IV), if we explore the
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