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The problem of interaction between a plasma and radiation is formulated in a self-con-
sistent fashion. The particular nonlinear effect of interest is associated with the possibili-
ty of the excitation of a localized electrostatic mode by an externally impinging radiation.
The equation for the localized electrostatic mode is found to be intrinsically nonlinear (or
anharmonic), and the explicit expressions for the frequency shift and the amplitude jump
of the localized electrostatic mode are calculated.

I. INTRODUCTION

In the case of plasma resonance induced by
radiation, the electric field inside the plasma
is, in general, orders of magnitude larger than
that of the radiation. The nonlinearity caused
by this large electric field associated with the
resonance may considerably change the reso-
nance behavior of the plasma, which should, in
turn, change the electric field inside the plasma.
It is clear that the problem demands a self-
consistent treatment between the radiation and
the plasma. In other words, the macroscopic
electric field of a resonance determines the
equilibrium particle distribution, which will
then self-consistently determine the macruscopic
field itself. It appears that we cannot treat the
plasma as having fixed harmonic modes or the
electric field as being externally given. These
two approximations are too much to ask for in
a bounded plasma capable of sustaining localized
modes. In this paper, we propose to do a "self-
consistent" treatment of the problem.

The localized macroscopic electric field is
treated as an undetermined quantity which will
be proved to satisfy a nonlinear differential
equation. In the derivation, we shall only make
use of such general features of the localized
field as its being spatially inhomogeneous and
larger in magnitude than the externally applied
electric field. The distinct result of this
approach is that in the localized region the

plasma will be shown to be approximately
described as a set of anharmonic oscillations.
The externally applied field will cause the anhar-
monic oscillations to be forced, and thus we
expect the manifestation of such general proper-
ties of anharmonic oscillators as frequency
shifts and amplitude jumps in our result.

In Sec. II, we shall treat the particle dynamics
of an electron in a bounded plasma. For the
sake of mathematical rigor, the so-called "stro-
boscopic method'! in nonlinear analysis is used.
This study serves as a foundation for Sec. III,
where a statistical description of the plasma
and the field is derived by using Klimontovich's
formulation.? For the sake of mathematical
simplicity and physical clarity, at the end of
Sec. III we resort to a fluid description. With
this knowledge, we then particularize to con-
sider a finite plasma that can sustain some
localized electrostatic modes, where again for
mathematical simplicity we assume the localized
region to be smaller than the free-space wave-
length of the impinging radiation. At the very
end of Sec. III, we arrive at an approximate,
nonlinear temporal differential equation for the
self-consistent macroscopic electric field of the
resonance. This equation is then solved by
perturbation techniques in Sec. IV, where the
physical significance of the results is explained
along with the mathematical developments. In
the concluding section, a general discussion is
given.

II. PARTICLE DYNAMICS IN AN INHOMOGENEOUS PLASMA

In describing the dynamics of the electrons in a plasma subject to some externally applied electric
field, we find it advantageous to separate the fields acting upon an electron into the "rapidly varying"
part and the "slowly varying" part. The "rapidly varying" part is mainly initiated by the externally
applied electric field [designated as Eex(x, #)] and is substantially enhanced by the collective response of
the surrounding particles, which act as sources for collective macroscopic fields [ designated as

ma, (x, #)] with frequencies close to that of Eqx and wavelengths larger than or on the order of the Debye
length. This part may also include some rapid fluctuations with frequencies on the order of the local
plasma frequency and with wavelengths on the order of the local Debye wavelength due to the transition
of other electrons in its Debye sphere. These fluctuations will be designated by Emic‘”(x(t)). The
"slowly varying' part is initiated by the random motions of the surrounding electrons. This part consists
of the field associated with the time-independent part of the macroscopic field (designated as 3¢ /3% ) and
the fields caused by the microscopic fluctuations due to the electrons outside the Debye sphere but
inside the "mean-free-path sphere" [designated as E ;. @ (x(2))].
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We assume that an electronic plasma with smeared-out ion background is subject to the external field
associated with a radiation
Eex = ﬁoexp[—i(wt +k-%)]+Complex Conjugate. (1)
The different length and time scales enter the problem in a nontrivial manner. It is worthwhile to
enumerate these at the beginning. The different time scales and their associated length scales are
assumed to be the following.
(1) The rapidly varying part (the fast part):

tf~ 21/w~21/w o One period of the fast oscillation (w pe is the average electron plasma frequency);
(1)~ B =3 2 ion3 i i i .
)xf e‘Emac + EOI /mew , the electron excursion?® in the fofal macroscopic field;

1
by f(Z) ~2m)th/ w, the distance travelled by an average electron in ¢¢ (vth = (k Te/m¢ )? is the thermal
speed of an electron, Te is the electron temperature);

by f‘s) ~2mn/k, the free space wavelength for the external applied field; and

AW ~eE . W/w 2y ~ (e{d. V/kT) (v, 2/w, 2x )~eXr_ ,the electron excursion due to surround-
f mic pe e in th " “pe "De De ing electrons in its Debye sphere (($in)
is the average particle potential; Ap, is the average electron Debye length; and € is
the plasma parameter € ~(¢. )/kT~1/ngh, 3, where n _is the average electron number
: in De’ e
density; € <1).

(2) The slowly varying part (the slow part):

ts‘3’~1/€ In€w e>>t , the relaxation time for electrons;

pe” f

As‘3’~vth/ts‘3) > ADe’ the electron mean free path for collisions with other electrons;

)‘s(2)~ (8/8%)Inl¢(X)!, the characteristic length for the macroscopic static potential ¢(X), which
produces the time-independent part of the macroscopic field;

t sm ~7\s‘2)/vth, the transit time for a typical electron to pass through the macroscopic potential;

t W~1/ v,, the mean collision time for electrons with neutral particles (ve is the collision
s frequency); and

As‘”'* vth/Ve’ the mean free path for electron collisions with neutrals.

(3) (2) 1) (3) 2) (1) (3) ~ (2) (1) (4)
We assume ts ,ts ’ts >>tf, and Af >>>\s ,As ’As >>ADe( Af )>>)\f ’Af .

The dynamics of the charged particles inside the plasma are described classically by the set of N
Newton's equations (N is the total number of electrons):

medvi(t)/dt = —e[Emac

&, D+ B (0+E | DG M]+e@/oXpE)-eB . @G (1), dE,(0/dt=7 (). @)
Here ¢(X ) is the macroscopic time-indepepdent potential; Emicu)(ii,(tg is the microscopic interparticle
force among electrons with characteristic length on the order of Apg; Emic® (X;(#) is the microscopic
interparticle force among electrons with characteristic length on the order of A s“’); and Emac(ii, ?) is
the macroscopic collective field with frequency close to wpe and wavelength larger than Ap,. Since the
fast time scale is at least one or two orders of magnitude faster than the slow time scale, we can make
use of the stroboscopic method! in nonlinear analysis. We perform an averaging process over one
period of the "fast" (macroscopic) fluctuation and obtain an equation for the time evolution of VZ. and ;‘z‘
on the "slow" time scale only:

med-‘;i(s)/dt=ﬁ(§i(s)) +e(3/3§z(3))¢(§z(S))‘eﬁm (2)(;@(8))’ dii(s)/dtzvi(s)’ (3)

ic

where FEY) -2 [ 270z Do oz hE &9, @
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The superscripts f and s designate the fast and the slow parts, respectively. In getting the above
equation, we have used a Taylor series expansion about the velocity minimum in the spatial dependence,
and have assumed the electron excursions A Y and 1A%’ to be the smallest length scale of all. Taking
the difference of Eqs. (2) and (3) gives a differential’ equation for the fast fluctuation and it is as follows:

m @i jar-—elE_ & 048 01-eB_, V& -z Doz i 5

—ex Do oz oz Ng-ex Mooz NE_ V), & a3 1), (5)

mic

We have retained only the first-order terms in the Taylor expansion, and we can make the following
estimation for each term in Eq. (5) (in the light of the various temporal and spatial scales stated at the
beginning of this section).

“"'i(f)‘ ~ wkf(1)~w>xf(4)'>> ()\f(l)/x @)y 0 (D)

Ny
- om0 P D= 2 Do D). )

By the ordering we have chosen for the various parameters, all the terms in (6) are negligible relative
to the first three terms. We thus arrive at an approximate equation for the fast variation,and it is as
follows:
=) = = (1)) (), = ()
medvi /dt__e(Emac+Eex+Emic ), dxi /dt—vi . (7
Substituting Eq. (7) into Eq. (4), we may perform the integration and write the force F due to the yet

undetermined macvoscopic resonance field Emac

P& = el o7 Nl (- 1B

) +E (0]} (®)

P 271/(.0 t.. t' I
where a—(ew/4nme)f0 dtfo dt fO dt"’,

In obtaining the above result, we have made the assumption that Emac is an electrostatic mode, namely

/o5 HxE__ @), p-o0.

If we further assume the macroscgpic resonant field to be dominant inside a localized region in the
bounded plasma, we can neglect |*Eexl compared with lEmacI and rewrite Eq. (8) as

5G9 - -0 /o% P a0m B & 12, (9)

This is in agreement with previous results.* It is immediately realized that the average force obtained
above can be combined with the macroscopic potential ¢(§i(8)) to form an "effective macroscopic
potential. " We thus define

6 oD =0@ + B N +E (B G} =0 @-(e/awm ) E (D17

(for IE_. 1> IEexI). (10)

A few words about the physical significance of this result should be offered. In a bounded plasma
resonance, the electrostatic modes excited are, in general, some local modes,’ and the particle dynamics
should be strongly influenced by the existence of these modes as indicated by Eq. (8) or (9). On the
other hand, in the case of the interaction between the plasma and some propagating modes, the macro-
scopic electric field inside the plasma is on the same order as the externally applied electric field, and
thus the average force given by Eq. (8) or (9) should not be important. This problem has been treated
in many recent papers.f—2

Combining Eqs. (7) and (3), we can write the set of Newton's equations in the following approximate
form:

medVi/dt=—e(ﬁ ic(l) +ﬁmic(2))' (11)

- 0 > - - =3 -
mac ™t Eex) + ea—icp eff_eEmic’ dxz./dt =V, (where E ic= E



140 HULBERT C. S. HSUAN 172

These are single-electron orbit equations, which can be used as a basis for deriving statistical
description.

III. GOVERNING EQUATIONS FOR RESONANCE IN A BOUNDED PLASMA

In order to get a complete description of the field and the plasma, we shall proceed in the Klimontovich
formulation.? For the particle dynamics, Klimontovich's equation is derived from the set of Newton's
equations given in Eq. (11); for the field quantity, Poisson's equation is used.

ON fot+F 0N [0+ [_(e/mexﬁ

ac +'E’ex) +le/m )(8/0%)¢ |- 0N /07 = (e/me)E‘mic. oN /o¥. (12)

(8 /0%)- (Emac_a¢eff/ax+Emic =—41refNedv. (13)

Here N, is recognized as the particle probability density (normalized to the system volume) for the
electrons and is defined as

N
N,=(1 /ne)Ela(i-ii(t))a(v-vi(t)),

where 7, is the average electron spatial density and N the total number of electrons. It should be noted
that the Klimontovich equation given in Eq. (12) is a complete micvoscopic description and is totally
equivalent to the set of Newton's equations given in Eq. (11).

The lack of detailed information about the microstates at any moment compels us to introduce a
statistical description. This is conveniently done by taking the ensemble average of Eqs (12) and
(13) with respect to the assumed initial N-particle distribution function fN(xz(t 0), v, J(t=0)). The
ensemble average of N, is recognized as the one-particle distribution function f, wh11e the ensemble
average of Emic is found to be zero. Therefore, the average equations are found to be

af /ot +V. 8f/0X +[—(e/me)(ﬁm E X)+(e/me)3¢> eff/a?:]. af/ax7=(a/ax7)-<(e/me)ﬁ 6N ) (14)

+ s
ac mic e

(6/00)- (E_ -09 ../o0%)=—dne [fd¥, (15)

where the angular brackets () indicate the ensemble average
N

fEN )= / il;lldxidvi SN, ON, =N f.

The fluctuating part satisfies the following equations in the plasma limit (e=1 /nek Des <1):

80N /ot +7. 0N /0% + [ (e/me)ffmac + Eex) +le/m )o¢ 4 /0%]- 00N /0¥ = (e/m )E .

. 9f/o% (18)

(8/0%)-E_, =—4me [oN d7. (17)

The right-hand side of Eq. (14) can be evaluated by using Egs. (16) and (17).°

Two clearly distinct cases can be discussed. First, if the external field is so dominantly large that
one can neglect the right-hand sides of Egs. (14) and (16), one can then absorb the information of Eq. (16)
into Eq. (14). One can therefore consider Eq. (14) without the right-hand side as the basic equation.
This might be considered as a justification for the use of the Vlasov equation in such studies as those by
Aliev and Silin® and Jackson.® However, in this section we shall dwell upon only the second case, namely,
when the average electron excursion )\f‘” is small compared with Debye length. This case was studied
pam‘zally by DuBois and Goldman” and can also be partially covered by the work of Jackson, The word

"partially" was used, because the above-mentioned works have considered only the case IE <! > 1 Emacl.
What we shall treat here is_the case where some localized electrostatic mode is excited and the plasma
becomes nontransparent (| Emac‘ > Eexl) In this case, the effective macroscopic potential ¢eff in
Egs. (14) and (16) is given by Eq. (9). By the assumption that the electron excursion is smaller than the
Debye length, we can neglect the third term on the left-hand side of Eq. (16) and thus calculate the right-
hand side of Eq. (14).1° The result is a kinetic equation with the Balescu-Lenard collision term:

af/at+v.af/a§+[—(e/me)(E +E )+(e/m o ff/ax] af/o% = (0 /0%). [AR)f + B(. af/6%). (18)

mac
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Equations (15) and (18) thus constitute the basic equations.
The first feature of Eq. (18) is that the zeroth-order distribution function £ must be locally a
Maxwell distribution which satisfies the following equation

V.af ) /6% + (e/me)(3¢eff/3§)- (85 ©/a¥) = (8/0%). [A@)f © + B ¥)- af © /a¥]. (19)

Changing the independent variables to an energy variable, we can rewrite Eq. (19) in the following form

i o€ G 9)/0%]+ (e/m )00 /09 [0 € (K- 9) /67 }of @ /o€ , = (2/57)- [A@f© BE)-0f©@/6%], (20
where G e(i, ¥) =%meh7l 2—et g

The left-hand side of Eq. (20) vanishes and shows that f(°) is a function of the defined enevgy variable
only, while the right-hand side of this equation vanishes for the following general condition

FO =exp[-3C,(R) 1712+ C,(X)- V+C4(X)], where C,(X)>0.

Comparing both sides of Eq. (20), we obtain as the most general zeroth-order one-particle distribution
function

FO(F, V) =const Xexp{[—%mel vizy e(beff(f)]/KTe}, (21)

where T, is the electron temperature and may be assumed to be constant.
In order to find the high-frequency behavior of Eqs. (15) and (18), we shall perturb around f¢* and find
the first-order equations to be

af M /ot + 7. of (D /0% + (e/me)(8¢eff/8§)- af“)/aV—(e/me)(ﬁm + Eex). 3f (/8% = —u(¥)f (22)

ac

(8/0%)- ﬁmac =—47e [f V¥, (23)

where v(¥) is introduced as a phernomenological collision frequency to take care of collisions with
particles of other species. Notice that the ordering is not merely according to magnitude, but may be
regarded as a frequency ovdering as well. 1In other words, the zeroth order corresponds to the zero-
frequency solution of Eqgs. (15) and (18), while the first order corresponds to nonzero-frequency part
of the same equations.

Now let us consider a simple physical problem where we have a slab of plasma subject to an external
applied electric field Egy. Some localized electrostatic modes are excited by E ., and we shall be
interested in the effect of increasing |E__| on the behavior of the modes. Mathematically, the localized
modes should be represented by some temporal and spatial partial differential equation. We can derive
such an equation from Egs. (22) and (23). Taking the time derivative of Eq. (23) and substituting Eq.
(22) into it, we obtain

(8/0%). (3Emac/at—4ﬂef5f‘”d5) =47e [FOUF)dV. (24)

Note that if the number of electrons is assumed to be conserved, we have to let the right-hand side of
Eq. (24) vanish. Taking the first moment of Eq. (22), we obtain

(8/at)( [ e¥f W) + (8/0%). ( [V Vf Va¥) + (ez/me)(a(peﬁ/ai). J(er @ /o%)Vav- (eZ/me)(iE:'mac +Eex)~

[(a5©/63)%d¥ =~ [ev@Rf Wa¥.  (25)

These equations can be simplified by rewriting them in terms of the following defined fluid quantities
and making the following approximations:

n© =[O, pW= [f0aF, j= [eVf Vav, P= fmeFVf‘”dV'!‘ynKTeI
G ogp (KTe/e)(amn(O)/a?c) [from Eq. (21) and definition of #'?]

(1) TNT T =g - -
Jrw/eniav=nT1, 1E _ |>IE_I. (26)
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Substituting Eqs. (26) and (23) into Eq. (25), we obtain
Y1 . . = _ ) - ). -
(8/8¢ +(1))j (yxTe/4nme)(a/a§)(a/a§) E e (KTe/4‘nme)(31nn 0 /8%)(8 /%) E ¢

— (402 ol -
(n e/me)Emac 0, (27)

where ()] = [ev(®)¥f Vd.

For mathematical convenience, let us assume that the localized region for the excited mode is much
smaller than the wavelength of the exciting field. Thus, we can write Eq. (24) in the following form

E_ . /ot+dm]= 8Eex/8t. (28)

Combining Eqgs. (27) and (28), we get the wave equation for the localized modes:

[02/8¢2 + (¥)8 /o ¢~ (yxTe/me)(a/ai)(a /9%) + (KTe /me)(alnn“”/ai)(a/ai) + (@mo ’eZ/me)]'E'mac

=(a/at)(a/at+<v>)i§ex. (29)

The above equation is nonlinear, because #®’ depends upon the time average value of Ey,. through
deff as given by Eq. (10). Substituting Eq. (21) into the first expression of Eq. (26), we get a normal-
izing condition for #(’

n®&, T, A) [d% explleg (0)/kT J-3AE  12/1E)12)}=N, (30)

where the absolute-value symbol designates the maximum amplitude of the enclosed quantity, and

A=e?l Eolz/wzmeKTe
no(i, Te) =5 O)(%, T, A= 0) =Nexp[e¢(§)/KTe]/fdi exp[etp(i)/xTe].

A is the same parameter as defined by Goldman’ and is a measure of the ratio of the order energy to
the thermal energy, while #, (X, T) is the density profile without the localized resonance. If we further
assume A to be a small parameter (which is a consequence of the smallness assumptionof Af‘”, we can
write approximately

nO&, T, A) =ng &, 11 + Al Emac(i)lzﬂ 'E’Olz]} (31)

where alﬁmaclzﬂﬁolzz f(!ﬁmacl2/lEolz)exp[etp()'Z)/Te]di/fexp[e¢(§)/Te]d§.

In_explaining the meaning of @, let us note that IEmac' is assumed to be smaller than or of the order as
|E,l except in the small localized region where the resonance occurs. This region contributes domi-
nantly in the numerator of the expression for @, and therefore we can roughly state that a is a measure
of the size of the local region and is given as the ratio of the volume of the localized resonance region
to the total volume of the plasma interacting with the radiation.

In the next section, we shall study the nonlinearity of Eq. (29) using the multiple- time- scale method,!!
which is essentially a small-parameter perturbation analysis.!?__But first, we want to transform Eq. (29)
into a more convenient form. When the external applied field | Eqx! is sufficiently small, we can replace
the spatial part of the operator in Eq. (29) by its eigenvalue woZ, which should be of the order of w e
Therefore, the approximate time-evolution equation for the localized mode yields the following equation:

(aZ/at2+<u>a/at+w02)§mac=(a/at)(a/at+<u))ﬁex—aAwp62!(lEmac I/ IEO |)2i§mac, (32)

& _ 2
where wpez =4m e /me,

Keeping in mind the assumed external field in Eq. (32) and shifting the time scale to #+tan—1((v)/w) we
can write Eq. (32) into the following normalized dimensionless form

(82/872 1 68 /0T + Q2) 8= —cosT-€| 128, (33)
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where the absolute-value sign designates the maximum amplitude of € and

T=wt, 0=(V)/w, 5=Emac/2E0, €= aAwpez/w"’, Q2=wg/ue.

This is the equation we shall study in the next section. A few remarks should be made at this point.
First, it should be noted that Eq. (33) is an approximate equation designed for the localized vegion where
the electrostatic mode is excited; if any detailed information is needed we should always refer back to
Eqgs. (22) and (23). For this localized region, the spatial dependence determines the value of w,, which
is assumed to have only a weak dependence on external power and is mainly determined by average plasma
characteristics (e.g., wppT). Secondly, Eq. (33) has the form of Duffing's equation’* and would be
identical with it if there were no absolute-value sign. Because of this slight difference, we shall devote
a whole section to solving the equation.

IV. THE FREQUENCY SHIFT AND THE 0 (eT)
AMPLITUDE JUMP FOR A LOCALIZED G,=Ae . (39)
ELECTROSTATIC MODE
Substituting Eq. (39) into Eq. (38), we obtain

Equation (33) has two linearly superposed

solutions: the homogeneous solution and the 6(eT) = -[41A12/(2-16)]eT. (40)
particular solution. If the magnitude of Q differs
much from 1, the homogeneous part will be Referring to Eq. (37), we can write the most
damped because of (V). The only solution that geneval form for 8(7,€T) w1t.hout causing th(?
has physical meaning is the particular solution occurrence of secular terms in the perturbation
which has the frequency of the forced term, —w. analysis, namely
But when the magnitude of © is close to 1, the . e
two solutions will mingle together and give us 8,(7, €7) =A expli[1- €41 A12/(2-i8) ]t} +c. c. (41)
such interesting effects as the frequency shift
and the amplitude jumps. Note that the above equation indicates both a

The mathematical method we choose here is frequency shift and a damping due to the non-
the so-called "multiple-time-scale' method. linear term in Eq. (33). The amplitude A has
That is, we consider the actual time to be im- to satisfy Eq. (35). After substitution and
bedded in a multiple of fictitious time scales in simplification, we obtain
order to avoid secular behavior in a perturba-
tion analysis. Let

A[Qz— (1—64IA.‘ 2)1 =% <cos€41A.I 27)
8= 8,(7,€7,...)+€8,(T,€T,...) (34) 2-156 2-i6 )’
in Eq. (33) and obtain in zeroth order 2 2
ST 64 <1_e42'_Ai'5) -} ( ne3 4] ’T) . (@2
(a—-rrrﬁﬁﬂlz) 8,=-cosT, (35)

The above equations determine the amplitude A.
and in the first order From this point on we shall assume 61 (with
the usual laboratory plasma in mind). In this

a2 ] o) 8 case, we get from Eq. (42) the following alge-
P 0—+ 1 braic relation
8972 8T
928 88, 4A2{{Q2-(1-2¢1 A12)2]2 + 62(1-2€1 A1 2)2}= 1. (43)
=-2 ~6——€l 8,128, (36)

9TOET €T . . .
The above equation can be rewritten in terms of

Since we are looking at the region where € is the physical quantities by referring to Eq. (33).

close to 1, we are free to choose 2 2 2 2)2,.272
. E .. {w, -(1-€E_ */8E;)%w?]

8,(1,€T) =@y(eT)e’ +complex conjugate. (37)

+ 12w (1-€E__ 2/8E2)2}=4wE 2, (44)

Substituting this into Eq. (36) and removing the mac

secular terms, we obtain the following equations

for G, in the time scale €7: We can simplify this relation further by taking
o :

the ordering €E . 2/E?~v < w, and rewriting

2i(5@,/2€7) +5(3G,/9€T) +41@,12C; =0, Eq. (44) interms of Aw =w-w, (1 awI<Iwl),

2i(8G.* /9€T)-5(3Q * /9€T)~41G| 2@ * = 0, (38) [dw-gew(E_ /E P+ (V)=
The above equations imply 381G ,12/6€7=0, which o 2
allows only the following form for G, ’ =@ (Emac/ EO) : (45)
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FIG. 1. Schematic diagram shows the results of Eq.
(45) for various €’s. Note that Aw |ghjft=0.66 v for €
=€C=1.1v%/w3. The dotted line indicates the unstable
solution, and the jumps occur in the arrowed direction.

Now we are at a stage to interpret the physical
meaning of Eq. (44) or (45). We shall itemize
the results and show them in the sketched dia-
gram,

(1) Emac will reach its maximum value (E
- 2wE, /v) not at Aw=0, but at

wl = ew(E /EO)Z:%G((.O/V)ZQ)

shift™

~ aw(eE/ml/)z/Vth2 . (46)

(2) When the frequency shifl given in Eq. (41)
becomes sufficiently large because of the in-
creasing value of €, the forced oscillation and
the natural oscillation cannot have the same
energy. This will cause the resonance to be

diminished and the localized mode will disappear.

Mathematically, this is shown as an amplitude
jump condition for Eq. (45). This is given by
dEmac/dAw = Or dAw/dE 0. ~0. After
differentiating Eq. (45) and simplifying, the
condition for a jump is found to be

E E
Aw=Lew _ga_c 2 | Aw-few lrEnac 2
0 0

+312=0, (47)

The above equation has two roots, with the
difference between two jumps given by

ewEmac2 ’ 2 %
= | —22 ) v,
wlbetween jumps [( 4E (48)

Equation (48) indicates that there is a critical
value of € (designated by €cp) where the jump
starts. It is given by setting Aw‘between jumps
=0, and the corresponding Aw is given by

Eq. (47) as

Vv, (49)

Bl

Aw] =
cr
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Substituting these into Eq. (45) and recalculating

€ _, we obtain
cr

:§(15 4T ) (v/w)3, (50)

Referring to Eqs. (31), (33), and (50), we obtain
a critical E, for the jump to occur:

(Ve

Ocr (51)

E | =1.3Tm wkT v¥/ae?w, 2)
e e pe
In the light of Eq. (47), we shall make a
distinction among three cases, depending upon
the magnitude of £, For Eq<Egl.,, noampli-
tude jump is possible, and there is merely a
frequency shift in the maximum, as stated in
item (1); for Eg=Egl ., the jump just starts; for
Eg>Eqlcyp there will be a hysteresis loop in
the frequency of the linear mode, w,, as the
localized electrostatic mode is excited and
suppressed.

V. DISCUSSION

We have considered the interaction between
an externally applied electric field and a non-
transparent bounded plasma. The parameter of
this problem is found to be the same as before:
A=e?lEgl 2/0)2meKTe. However, our work here
should be considered as complementary to that
of Refs. (6), (7), and (8) rather than a reformu-
lation, because the previous calculations, in
contrast to our work, have all made the assump-
tion that the plasma is transparent to the exter-
nally applied electric field. The fact that we did
not consider the particle dynamics of the ions
prevented us from discussing various parametric
excitations. But if the effects we have considered
are important, the problem of the parametric
excitations has to be re-examined. We have
justified a different set of basic equations, given
by Eqs. (22) and (23), for the nonlinear effect we
looked at. This nonlinear effect was treated by
Gurevich and Pitaevskii,* but our result in
Sec. IV shows that the critical E field needed
for this nonlinear effect to occur is many orders
of magnilude smaller than the one they obtained.
By putting typical laboratory plasma numbers
into Egs. (51), we find that Egl ., is in the order
of 1 V/em. Thus, the author and his collabo-
rators performed an experiment to test this
effect, and found it to be in excellent qualitative
as well as reasonable quantitative agreement,®
Further work along this line is likely to be
beneficial. For example, Eqs. (49) and (51)
suggest a new possible diagnostic technique;
and the frequency-sensitive effect in the case of
Eg>Egl ., suggests one way of controlling the
localized electrostatic modes.
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It has been suggested that the divergence of the two-component plasma correlation function
at small interparticle distances may be removed by taking quantum corrections to the classi-
cal result in a certain manner. It is shown here that this approach is not possible in general.
A completely quantum-mechanical treatment is given instead, and an explicit convergent
expression for the radial distribution function at small # is obtained. Also discussed is the
fact that there does not seem to exist any simple interpolation formula that bridges the
classical and the quantum-mechanical results for # in the region of thermal de Broglie

wavelengths.
I. INTRODUCTION

It is well known that the classical correlation
function of a two-component plasma has a singu-
larity at small interparticle distances. As we
shall see below, the radial distribution function
consists of two terms, one representing the con-
tribution from the bound states and the other
from the continuum states. Classically both
terms are divergent at small ». While the con-
tribution from the continuum states diverges
more strongly at lower energies, the most serious
difficulty comes from theé bound states.

A suggestion has been made by Lamb? that if
one takes the quantum-mechanical correction,
one can obtain a radial-distribution function which
appears to be finite everywhere. The method he
used was developed by Goldberger and Adams.2
It was essentially a generalization of Wigner's
method?® of power-series expansion infi.- The
question of whether this method can be applied to
resolve the divergence difficulty in this problem
needs more careful consideration. In fact, as is
well known,3 the expansion in a power series in
h is valid only when the behavior of the system is
nearly correctly given by the classical theory. In
the present case of a two-component plasma with
Coulomb interaction, this expansion is actually a
power series in the spatial derivatives of the
interaction potential as well as in H, and is clear-

ly inapplicable as the interparticle distance 7
approaches zero. The result obtained by Lamb
may be valid for » much greater than the thermal
de Broglie wavelength A= (h2/2mkT)/2, in which
case the classical theory is a good approximation
anyway. However, his result cannot be used to
discuss the divergence difficulty at »<A where
the expansion breaks down.

On the other hand, Trubnikov and Elesin? have
calculated the radial distribution function quantum-
mechanically. However, they neglected the bound
states completely and calculated the continuum
contribution by making a large ka, or high-energy
expansion ( Born approximation). We would like
to point out that their results cannot be justified
unless the fundamental divergence difficulty
arising from the bound states is first resolved.

It is the purpose of this paper to analyze the
behavior of the radial distribution function at
distances »<X by including contributions from all
the bound and continuum states. It will be shown
explicitly by a completely quantum-mechanical
treatment that there is no divergence as 7 -0.

In Sec. II we review briefly the expansion
method and point out its inapplicability to the
present problem. Section III is devoted to the
calculation of the radial distribution function at
7 <. Discussions of these results are presented
in Sec. IV.



