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Experiments on the 2'P State of Helium. I. A Measurement of the
2'PI-2'P& Fine Structure*

F. M. J. PIGHANICK, R. D. SwIFT, $ C. E. JQBNSQN, $ AND V. W. HUGHEs

Physics Department, I ale University, ¹mBaven, Connecticut 065ZO

(Received 4 December 1967)

A measurement, accurate to 3 ppm, is reported of the 2'P1-2'Pg fine structure in He4. An atomic-beam
optical-microwave resonance technique was used. Two sets of measurements were made on the transition
2'Pq(ms=0)~2'P, (ms=0). The isrst set was in a magnetic 6eld of about 100 G ("low" Geld), where the
uncertainties arose from field-dependent asymmetries in the line shape. The second set of measurements was
in a Geld of about 500 G ("high" field), and here the main uncertainties were in the 6eld measurements and
the calculation of g factors. The results of the two sets were in good agreement: low iield: E(2'PI)-E(2'Ps)
=2291.188&0.015 MHz; high Geld: E(2'P&)-E(2'Ps) =2291.197+0.008 MHz; weighted mean: E(2'Pj)-
E(2'P2) =2291.195&0.007 MHz. The advantages of the atomic-beam technique and the possible importance
of this fine-structure measurement are discussed.

I. INTRODUCTION

~ 'HE study of quantum electrodynamics depends
to a large extent on the experimental and theo-

retical analysis of simple atomic systems for which
detailed calculations are feasible. High-precision meas-
urements of the 6ne structure and hyper6ne structure
of hydrogen and deuterium, ' singly ionized helium, '
positronium, ' and muonium4 have therefore been the
subject of much experimental research. These experi-
ments are also important in evaluating the 6ne-
structure constant II(= e'/t'tc).

Experimental work on helium —in particular, mea-
surement of its fine-structure intervals —has not yet been
done to the precision achieved for the single-electron
atoms. Helium is a simple enough atom so that it may
be possible to calculate its fine-structure intervals
reliably to the precision with which they can be
measured, which is of the order of 1 part per million

(ppm). Comparison of experimental and theoretical
values of helium 6ne-structure intervals accurate to a
precision of 1 ppm would provide a valuable test of the
theory of the electron-electron interaction. It would
also provide a new determination of the value of the
fine-structure constant n to a precision considerably
higher than is presently known.

Values of the 6ne-structure constant o, are presently
determined from measurements of deuterium fine
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structure, ' muonium hyperfine structure, ' hydrogen
hyperfine structure, ' and the ac Iosephson effect. ' The
precision of these determinations is between about 5
and 10 ppm (1 standard deviation). All four values are
not in satisfactory agreement. Hence, it is of great im-
portance to determine n by another method and with
higher precision. Study of the 6ne structure of helium
is a promising method of determining o. to a precision
of about 1 ppm.

In this paper we report a precision measurement of
the 6ne-structure interval 7=1 to 2 for the 2'E state of
He. In a later paper a measurement of the interval
J=0 to 1 will be reported. Since the ratio of the radia-
tive linewidth to the 6ne-structure intervals is between
—,', and 1/100 the corresponding ratio for the 2'Psts-
to-2'8~~2 6ne-structure interval of hydrogen due to the
relatively long lifetime ( 10 I sec) of the 2'E state of
He, determination of the helium 6ne-structure in-
tervals to a precision greater than that of hydrogen can
be achieved. Preliminary reports of the results of this
experiment have been given. ~

The method used in the present experiment is the
optical-rf atomic-beam magnetic-resonance method, '
which was first developed and applied to measure
hyperfine structure in an optically excited state of
Na". The method permits the measurement of mag-
netic-resonance transitions in short-lived optically ex-
cited states by observing the effect of such transitions
on the magnetic sublevel populations of a stable atomic
beam. In our case this was a beam of helium atoms in
the 2ISI metastable state (Fig. 1). The atomic-beam

'S. B. Crampton, D. Kleppner, and N. Ramsey, Phys. Rev.
Letters 11, 338 (1963) (experimental measurement of hydrogen
hyperfine structure); S. D. Drell and J. D. Sullivan, Phys. Rev.
154, 1477 (1967) (most recent discussion of the theoretical
hyperfine structure).
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Phys. Soc. 9, 90 (1964); R. D. Swift, F. M. J. Pichanick, and
V. W. Hughes, ibid. 10, 455 (1965).' M. L. Perl, I. I. Rabi, and B. Senitsky, Phys. Rev. 98, 611
(1955};B. B. Aubrey, L. Y. Chow, V. W. Hughes, and R. Swift,
Bull. Am. Phys. Soc. 6, 248 (1961};see also P. Kusch and V. W.
Hughes, in Ertcyclopaedha of Physics, edited by S.Fliigge (Springer-
Verlag, Berlin, 1959), Vol. 37/1.
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II. THEORY OF THE EXPERIMENT

A. Energy Levels

The Zeeman Hamiltonian for the 2'P states in
helium has been treated by Lamb. "It can be written
in the form

3.'=Rr, +g,ppS 8+grppL H=Xg. +gp sp. H

+gr IIpL,H, (1)
l9-

( I So g nd. st. )

ron bombardment

FIG. 1. Energy-level diagram of the helium atom. The 1'So
ground state, which lies 19.82 eV below the metastable 2'S state,
has been omitted. The 2'P Ime structure (not to scale) is shown in
detail.

method has the important advantage of allowing study
of the free atom, uncomplicated by collisional effects,
and magnetic-resonance transitions may be observed
at any value of the applied magnetic field.

Early measurements of helium fine structure in the
2"'P state were done by optical spectroscopy' with an
accuracy of about 1%.The first precision measurement
using microwave spectroscopy was done by Lamb and
his associates at Stanford. " In their experiment the
23P state was produced with a net magnetic polariza-
tion by electron bombardment in a particular direction,
and microwave-induced magnetic-resonance transi-
tions between fine-structure levels were observed
through the accompanying changes in intensity and
polarization of the 2'P —+ 2'S optical radiation. Fine-
structure measurements were made to an accuracy of
about 150 ppm. Recently the optical method of level-
crossing has been applied to the measurement of the
2'P fine structure and results to an accuracy of about
10 ppm have been reported. "The level-crossing tech-

J. Brochard, R. Chabbal, H. Chantret, and P. Jacquinot,
J. Phys. Radium 13, 433 (1952).

"W. E. Lamb, Jr., and T. H. Maiman, Phys. Rev. 105, 573
(1957); I. Weider and W. E. Lamb, Jr., ibid 107, 125 (1957). ."F.D. Colegrove, P. A. Franken, R. R. Lewis, and R. H.

where gL,
——1, g, =2.00232. H is the uniform magnetic

field assumed to be in the s direction, pp the Bohr
magneton, and g„g& are, respectively, the usual elec-
tronic spin and orbital g factors. L and s, respectively,
are the total orbital and spin angular-momentum
operators.

Ky, contains the spin-orbit and spin-spin operators
which lead to the fine structure. "Since it is diagonal in
J(=L+S), we shall be concerned only with its eigen-
values Eq in a representation wherein J is itself
diagonal. For the time being we have omitted the
relativistic contributions" to the Zeeman Hamiltonian.
These terms, of order n'p, pH, will be considered in a later
section. The term gl,ppL, IJ assumes that the nucleus is
stationary. The effect of nuclear motion has been con-
sidered by Philips, '~ who showed that its contribution
is proportional to (m/M)L, IJ,pH, where m and M are
the respective masses of the electron and nucleus. The
motional effect can therefore be included as a correction
of order its/M to gr, (see Appendix C).

The Zeeman Hamiltonian $C is not diagonal in J,
owing to the presence of the Geld-dependent terms.

Sands, Phys. Rev. Letters 3, 420 (1959); J. Lifsitz and R. H.
Sands, Bull. Am. Phys. Soc. 10, 1214 (1965); J. Lifsitz, thesis,
University of Michigan, 1965 (unpublished)."C. L. Pekeris, B. Schi6', and H. Lifson, Phys. Rev. 126, 1057
(1962); B. Schiff, C. L. Pekeris, and H. Lifson, ibid. 137, A1672
(1965); C. Schwartz, ibid. 134, A1181 (1964).
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and Two-E/ectron Atoms (Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1957), Sec. 40.

"K. Y. Kim, Phys. Rev. 140, A1498 (1965).
"W. E. Lamb, Jr., Phys. Rev. 105, 559 (1957).' W. Perl and V. W. Hughes, Phys. Rev. 91, 842 (1953); W.

Perl, ibid. 91, 852 (1953); A. Abragam and J. H. van Vleck, ibid.
92, 1448 (1953); F. R. Innes and C. W. UIIord, r'bid 111, 194.
(1958).
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FIG. 4. Over-all diagram of the atomic-beam apparatus.

have
4'(Jmg) =P (msmz I Jmg)$(mz)x(ms), (3)

mg

where mz= mz+ms. Hence,

~(a .) = Z (~ .Ia .)
J)(mJ(

X{P (msmz I Jmg)P(mz)x(ms) }
mg

(zmz I pm')(msmz I em~)
mg J)(mg(

Xy(mz)X(ms) }
=Q {msmz, I /mal}p(mz)x(ms), (4)

m8

where the last two lines serve to define the {msmz I pm~}.
Values of

I {msmzI pm~} I' are given. , to first order in
magnetic 6eld, in Table IV.

The electric-dipole matrix elements are given by

(2'SIrI2'P, m& ——&1)=R(is2sI is2p)(z+ j)/V2, (5)

(2'SI rI 2'P, mz ——0) =R(is2sI is2p)k. (6)

The radial integral R(is2sI is2p) is of no further
interest since we are concerned only with the relative
values of the electric-dipole matrix elements. z, y, k are
unit vectors in the x, y, s directions, respectively.

Equations (5) and (6) are proportional to the aznpli-

tudes for spontaneous decay from the 2'P state, for
light polarized in the specified directions. The C 6eld
defined the s direction in our apparatus, and the exciting
radiation was assumed to be a plane wave traveling in

the y direction, with polarization uniformly distributed
in the xs plane (see Fig. 4). Let the spectral intensities
for excitation of the transition 2'S~ 2'P(g) be I(g).
Then the excitation amplitudes are proportional to

8(g,mz &1)= I
I(g)g'"——R(is2sI is2p)f/K2

for 2'S —+ 2'P, ml. =&j.,
8(g,mz 0)= LI——(g)g'i'R(is2sIis2p)k

*
'

(7)

for 2'S —+ 2'P, nz1, =0.
Finally the optical transition probabilities between the
2'S(ms) and the 2'P(g, mz) states are obtained from
Eqs. (4)—(7).Assuming suitable znultiplicative constants,
we have

0'(ms pg mz) '{ms mz ms I g,mz}'
X I 8(g,mz, mz m——s) I

',—(8)

y(g, mz; ms') = {ms,mz —ms'
I g,mz}'

X I(2 SIrI2 Psmg mz ms)

where 0(ms, g,mz) and y(g, mz, ms') are, respectively,
the relative probabilities for excitation from 2'S(ms)
to 23P (g,mz) and for decay from 2'P(g, mJ ) to 2'S(ms').
We have made explicit use of the fact that the electric-
dipole matrices are diagonal in mq. The values of these
relative probabilities, at zero magnetic 6eld, are illus-
trated in Fig. 5.

C. Signal Strengths

We wish to calculate the probability P(ms~ ms')
that an atom, originating in a substate 2'S(ms), trans-
fers to a substate 2'S(ms'), after a single process of
excitation to the 2'P state, followed by radiative decay.
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form

4(rf, m, rI', m', t) =a(t) 4(g,m)+b(t)%'(g'm') . (20)

ia(t) = tAGHr Ve'&" ".-slIb(t) ', T—'y-a(t),

sb(t) =t oH, V*e*l"s-" 'a(t) —-'sqb(t)
(21)

or p is the energy separation, in angular frequency units,
between the 2'P sublevels (g,m) and (rI'm'), i.e., the
resonant transition frequency. p is the rate for radiative
decay of the 2'P state. It is assumed that y has the
same value for all 2'P sublevels. V is the time-independ-
ent part of the matrix element representing the cou-

pling between (rI,m) and (rI', m') due to the oscillatory
field.

(22)V= (4'(g'm')
I (grL+g, S) hil%'(g, m)).

a(t), b(t) are time-dependent probability amplitudes,
and %(g,m), @(g'm') are the time-independent eigen-
functions I Eq. (4)j of the relevant pair of 2'E sublevels.

The time-dependent Schrodinger equation can be
written

These elements have been calculated by Lamb, "and
are obtained using Eq. (5). Figure 7 shows the varia-
tion of

I V
I' as a function of magnetic field for transi-

tions 4 and 5. It can be seen that for the 6elds of interest
(up to 500 G), I

Vl' does not change appreciably for
either transition, and therefore contributes little to
the 6eld-dependent signal variations discussed above.
The cases of transitions 4 and 5 have m= m' in Eq. (22),
and the matrix element vanishes unless hi is in the z
direction (i.e., parallel to the static magnetic field).

Equations (21) have assumed that the oscillatory field
has been resolved into rotating components, and only
the component near resonances has been included in
each of the two equations. The (Bloch-Siegert) cor-
rection' for the other component will be discussed in
Sec. V A4.

Consider an atom excited to state (g,m) at time
t =0. This requires the initial conditions a(0) = 1,
b(0)=0. The resultant solutions to Eqs. (21) at time
t are

4(t o&r)'I V I'»n'-'L(~-e —~)'+4(t o&r)'I VI'g' 't
fb(t) I'= e—T'= 1—

I a(t) I

'.
(~-e—~)'+4(t o&r)'I Vl'

(23)
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The probability that the atom will decay during a
time interval dt after time t is ye &'dt. This atom con-
tributes to a signal in our experiment if it decays from
state (rI'm'), the probability for which is the Lorentzian

lb(t) I'ct

2 (tio&r) 2
I
v

I

'
=t (~,&). (24)

(& e
—&) +4( o&i) I

V
I +v

Equation (24) should be substituted for p(n, I9) in

Eq. (12), and gives the expected line shape for the
resonant transition signal if a plot is made by varying
or or or p. In the present experiment, or p, the resonant
frequency, was varied by sweeping the static magnetic
field. The "natural" linewidth, in the limit of vanishing
H&, is given by 2y, where the decay rate p is about
10 per sec. ' The natural linewidth in frequency units is

dp=2y/2Tr HZ 3.2 MHZ. (25)

The optimum amount of power broadening is obtained
when the ratio of height to width is a maximum. This
situation exists when the linewidth is broadened to
v2y/Tr, and the required amplitude of the oscillatory
field is

2IXr=v2y/pol Vl 3 G for transition 4. (26)

The units of p, o are rad sec ' G '.

FIG. 8. The microwave transmission line (loop) viewed in
cross section. a and b are, respectively, the radii of the inner and
outer conductors.

"F.Bloch and A. Siegert, Phys. Rev. 57, 552 (j.940); Jon H.
Shirley, ibid 138, 8979 (196.5).' W. R. Bennett, Jr., P. J. Kindlmann, and G. N. Mercer,
Appl. Opt. Suppl. 2, 34 (1965).
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The oscillatory Geld in our experiment was obtained
by allowing the atoms to pass along a coaxial microwave
transmission line (Fig. 8). The amplitude in the s
direction, as seen by a given atom, was proportional to
its radial distance from the axis of the transmission line.
The true line shape was obtained by integrating Eq. (24)
over the relevant part of the transmission-line cross
section, giving for the signal

1 3(C/8)'"
p(n, P) = are tan (27)

C'I' 1+2 3(C/8)"'

where A is an arbitrary normalization constant;
8/r'=4+pHt(r))'~ V~ s, r being the radial distance from
the axis of the transmission line, and C= (co—a& p)'+y'.
The derivation of Eq. (27) has assumed a ratio of 2.3 to
1, respectively, for the radii of the outer and inner con-
ductors (50-Q impedance). This line shape differed little
from a simple Lorentzian.

The derivation of Eqs. (12) and (24) was based on
a simple model of the optical-microwave double-
resonance process. The analysis of signal strengths and
line shapes was an important factor in our data reduc-
tion, and it was necessary to examine the implications
of a more rigorous mathematical model. A detailed
formulation of the time-dependent Schrodinger equation
leads to a set of coupled differential equations which
have the same form as (21), but include the optical
radiation Geld, and thereby introduce the time-depend-
ent amplitudes of all the "ground" and excited sub-
states coupled by this Geld. The solutions of such a set
of equations have been considered previously in studies
of excited states of hydrogen, "and of the phenomena of
resonance trapping, " light shifts, " and light "beats""

W. E. Lamb, Jr., and T. M. Sanders, Phys. Rev. 119, 1901
(1960);L. R. Wilcox atrd W. E. Lamb, Jr.,i' 119, 1915 (1960). ."J.P. Barrat, J. Phys. Radium 20, 541 (1959);20, 633 (1959);
20, 657 (1959).

in optical pumping. A calculation applied speciGcally to
the conditions of an experiment such as the present, is
contained in an unpublished report by Serber'4 (see
Appendix 8). His analysis and results are very similar
to those of Barrat and Cohen-Tannoudji, " although
they differ somewhat in details of formulation. The
results indicate that Eqs. (12) and (24) are indeed valid
if one includes small shifts in the expression for the
resonant frequency &o s. These shifts arise from (a)
the applied optical radiation (light shift) and (b) non-
resonant components of the applied microwave Geld
(Bloch-Siegert shift). " The latter is treated in Sec.
VA4.

The apparent shifts of energy levels in the presence of
optical radiation arise from two distinct mechanisms.
The first is due to a transfer of "coherence" between
ground and excited states. (In this context the term
"coherence" refers to the phase relationships between
the Larmor precessions in the two sets of states. ) This
mechanism would apply to shifts in the excited states
only under a set of special conditions which did not
exist in our experiment.

The second type of light shift can be interpreted in
terms of virtual transitions, due to photons whose
energies are not exactly resonant with the ground-state—
excited-state separations. %e have estimated that in
our experiment this e6ect would lead to shifts of less
than 100 Hz in the 2V' levels, and these are entirely
negligible.

Light shifts in the 2'5 state of helium have been ob-
served experimentally by Schearer. "

"J.P. Barrat and C. Cohen-Tannoudji, J. Phys. Radium 22,
329 (1961); 22, 443 (1961); C. Cohen-Tannoudji, Ann. Phys.
(Paris) 7, 423 (1962).

2' J. N. Dodd and G. W. Series, Proc. Roy. Soc. (London}
A263, 353 (1961);J. P. Barrat, ibid. A263, 3/1 (1961).

'4 R. Serber, Columbia Radiation Laboratory Special Technical
Report, 1965 (unpublished)."L. D. Schearer, Phys. Rev. 127, 512 (1961).
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Pro. 10. Exploded assembly diagram of the electron gun.

III. APPARATUS

A conventional atomic-beam magnetic-resonance ap-
paratus (Fig. 4), with two deflecting magnets A, 3, was
used to separate the 2'S(ms) sublevels into different
trajectories. The apparatus used had oppositely directed
A- and 8-Geld gradients which, together with a collima-
tor, defined the tNB=+1, 0, —1 trajectories reaching
the detector, as shown in I'ig. 9. Between the A and B
magnets was a uniform magnetic-6eld region C wherein
transitions were induced between the m~ substates.
When such transitions occur, the atomic trajectories
are altered, and the atoms involved no longer reach the
detector. In our case it was desirable to observe transi-
tions between speei6c substates, and this was ac-
complished by placing an obstacle near the A field, and
by moving the detector to one side. In Fig. 9 we illus-
trate the obstacle-detector con6guration for observation
of the m~=0 —++1 transition.

Transitions between the nsg sublevels of the 'S~ beam
were effected by optically exciting the atoms to the 2'E
state, using a helium discharge lamp placed, in the
C-field region, . Atoms in the 2'E state decay only to the
2'S state, since optical transitions to the 1'So ground
state are doubly forbidden. The radiative lifetime of the
2V' state is about 1&10 ~ sec, whereas the transit time
for the atoms through the C 6eld was about 5X10 ' sec.

The vacuum system and deflecting magnets were
those used by Drake et ul. in the measurement of the

atomic moment of the 2'Sy state of helium. "Selection
of speci6c trajectories was somewhat sensitive to drifts
in the 2- and 8-magnet currents, and these were care-
fully monitored during the course of a measurement.

In general the 2'P resonance signals amounted to
10%%uz or less of the number of atoms reaching the de-
tector. Observation of these signals was enhanced by a
scheme of synchronous detection. The microwave 6eld
inducing magnetic resonances between the 2'P sub-
levels was on-off modulated by a low-frequency square
wave. The modulation was synchronized with a channel
switch in the detector system, so that the beam intensity
was recorded separately for the microwave field on and
off. This operation was equivalent to phase-sensitive
detection, and, since digital techniques were used to
count the atoms in the beam, integrating times of
several minutes were attainable. The atom counts in the
"off" channel provided continuous normalization of the
signal, and hence the measured signal was virtually in-
dependent of Quctuations in the total beam intensity.
The measured signal was not, however, independent of
Quctuations in the intensities of either the microwave
Geld or the exciting optical radiation, since these had a
direct effect on the relative magnitude of the signal
itself.

"C. K. Drake, V. Ã. Hughes, A. Lurio, and J. A. White,
Phys. Rev. 112, 1627 (5958); C. W. Drake, thesis, Yale University,
1958 (unpublished).
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A. Atomic Source

I. Gas-Irmdlirlg System

Commercial-grade helium was stored in a reservoir at
a pressure of about 1 atm. The gas was allowed to
diffuse into the vacuum system through a slit situated
at the entrance to the electron gun. The dimensions of
the slit were 0.625 by 0.006~&in. Helium Qowing from
the reservoir was controlled'by a needle valve. The
helium pressure prior to diffusion through the slit was
estimated to be about 0.1 mm Hg.

Z. Electron GNe

Electron bombardment was used to excite the ground-
state atoms into the metastable 'Si state. The electron
gun, shown exploded in Fig. 10, is of the "sheath
electrode" design, similar to that used by Lamb and
Retherford. 'r The Glament was a piece of 2% thoriated
tungsten wire, 2 in. long and 0.006 in. in diameter. A
moderate amount of spring tension was applied to keep
it straight. The electrons emitted were accelerated into
the)U-shaped anode gap, where they crossed the helium
beam. Longitudinal focussing of the electron beam was
obtained by placing the gun within the poles of a
permanent magnet. The focussing Geld was approxi-
mately 1000 G. The collector and side-electrode portions
of the anode were at the same potential, but the electron
current to the collector could be measured separately.
The relative positions of the electron gun and the
focussing magnet could be adjusted to maximize the
fraction of the emission current reaching the collector.
The emission current was normally 20 to 30 mA with
about 80% of this reaching the collector. The 61ament
required between 1.7 and 2.2 A of heater current, which
was supplied at a frequency of about 7 kHz. At lower

2~ W. E. Lamb, Jr., and R. C. Retherford, Phys. Rev. 81, 222
(1951).

frequencies the filament tended to vibrate due to the
presence of the magnetic field. The Glament-cathode
potential was maintained at 30 V, some 10 V about the
2'S~ excitation threshold, because of space-charge
e6ects within the anode sheath. Several di6erent
techniques were tried in activating the filament. The
method that gave the best results was to increase
gradually the heater current from about 1.2 A to a rnaxi-
mum of 2.4 A, the rate of increase being about 0.2 Aih.
It was believed that the presence of hydrocarbons from
the diffusion-pump oil played an important role in the
activation process. "

B. 0 Magnet

The C magnet was originally used by %hite et el. 29

in the measurement of the hyperGne structure of the
2'S~ state of He'. The circular pole faces were 5 in. in
diameter and were separated by a gap of 1.6 in. The
magnetizing current was obtained from a 4-V lead
battery, and Gelds up to 1000 0 were attainable with
currents in the region of 100 A.

The circuitry associated with the C Geld is shown in
Fig. 11.A variable resistor in series with the battery was
used to make large adjustments to the current. Fine
adjustment was accomplished by means of a 0—3-A elec-
tronic power supply in parallel with the battery-resistor
combination.

A current stabilizer was used to reduce drifts in the
magnetic field while data were being taken. The voltage
drop across a 0.01-0 resistor was measured with a po-
tentiometer. The deviation of this voltage from a preset
value was amplified, and fed as an error signal to the
controls of a programmable 0-1-A power supply. This

28 P. Schneider, J. Chem. Phys. 28, 675 (1958).
~9 J. A. White, L. Y. Chow, C. W. Drake, and V. W. Hughes,

Phys. Rev. Letters 8, 428 (1959); J. A. White, thesis, Yale Uni-
versity, 1958 (unpublished).
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povrer supp1y, which was in parallel with the battery,
provided a correction current to compensate for any
drifts in the magnet current. The over-all gain of this
feedback loop was about 10, and this vras sufhcient to
reduce current drifts to less than 1 part in 104 per hour.

A set of current shims was placed on the pole faces of
the magnet. These consisted of a series of coils made of
No. 30 gauge varnished copper wire embedded in
TeAon sheet 0.125 in. thick. The shapes and dimensons
of the coils were designed to remove linear and quadratic
field gradients along the axis of the atomic beam. "

The field was measured by inducing Zeeman reso-
nances in the 2'S& beam. The frequencies of these transi-
tions had a linear 6eld dependence vrhich was very ac-
curately known. "Three separate rf loops were used to
induce the Zeernan transitions (see Fig. 8), and the
resonance frequencies at all three were measured for a
given 6eld setting. In this way the average 6eld in the
optical excitation region could be measured vrith an
accuracy of 3 parts in 10' or better.

C. Light Source

A commercial helium discharge lamp" was used to
excite optically the 2V' states. It consisted of a small
quartz Geissler tube, mounted in a Pyrex jacket 6lled
with nitrogen to a pressure of 100 Torr. The lamp
was placed inside the vacuum system underneath the
gap of the C field. The Pyrex outer jacket was wrapped
in aluminum foil and then pushed into a tight-Gtting
brass sleeve. A light pipe 2.5 in. long vras placed over a
0.75-in. -diam aperture in the sleeve. %hen the lamp was
initially placed in the sleeve, care was taken to ensure

"W. A. Anderson, Rev. Sci, Instr. 32, 24t (1961)."Philips type 93098K.

that the brightest part of the discharge was in line vrith
the aperture. The main purpose of the light pipe was to
shield the atoms outside the C region from the radiation.
The intensity of the emitted radiation appeared to be
adequately stable for our purpose; vrhen in the appara-
tus, however, it was subject to the fringing field of the
C magnet, and there were noticeable variations in in-
tensity when the 6eld was changed by large amounts.
These variations are not believed to have a6ected the
precision of our experiment.

A typical emission spectrum of the 2'S~-+2'Eg
transitions has been shown in Fig. 6. The relevance of
the spectral distribution to the calculations of signal
intensities has been discussed in Sec. II.

D. Microwave System

A block diagram of the system is shown in Fig. 12.
The microwave 6eld intensity required to induce mag-
netic-resonance transitions within the 2'E state was
provided by a 1-k% klystron ampli6er. The frequency
of the input to the klystron was the preampli6ed 60th
harmonic of a crystal-controlled oscillator. This input
was square-wave modulated in synchronism with the
channel switching of the detector system. A second
modulator in the input line served to keep the power
level constant. It vras controlled by a voltage which
varied with the amplitude of the microvrave 6eld in
the C region.

Z. Freqleecy Synthesizer

The crystal-controlled oscillator used initially was a
Gertsch FM-6 frequency synthesizer. The output of the
FM-6 was rich in harmonics, and one of these harmonics
at about 250 MHz was fed into a tuned very-high-
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isolator which was firmly bolted to a water-cooled
plate, The type-N connectors on the isolator were air
cooled.
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FIG. 13, Block diagram of the detection system. FF and PS
represent Qip-Qop and pulse-shaping modules, respectively. The
detector slit and electron multiplier are illustrated in the upper
left-hand corner.

frequency (VHF) amplifier. The required frequency in
the range 2295 to 2420 MHz was obtained by generating
harmonics using a step recovery diode at the output of
the VHF ampliGer. This harmonic was amplified to a
level of 2 or 3 mW using a travelling-wave tube ampli-
Ger. The square-wave modulation was accomplished
using a commercial diode switch, which was operated
by an audio square-wave generator, and this in turn was
triggered by the detector channel switching circuit
described below.

The Gertsch frequency synthesizer was, for our
purpose, superseded by a Hewlett-Packard 0—50-MHz
frequency synthesizer. This was more convenient than
the Gertsch because it was more stable and its fre-
quency could be varied in 6ner steps. A crystal diode,
in series with this synthesizer, was used to generate
harmonics in the VHF region.

3. Microma~e Transmission Line

The interaction between the microwave Geld, optical
radiation, and atomic beam took place within a shorted
coaxial transmission line (Fig. 8), brieAy referred to as
the "loop."Microwave power entered the loop through
a modi6ed HN connector. The vacuum seal at the con-
nector was e6ected by a cylindrical TeQon plug, which
6tted very tightly around the inner conductor, and
pressed an 0 ring against the outer conductor. The
inner and outer conductors were made of brass, and
the ratio of their diameters was such as to provide a
50-0 characteristic impedance. All joints were silver-
soldered. The length of the line was designed to provide
an H-6eld maximum at the light-atom interaction
region. The inner conductor was supported by a
TeQon bead located at a suitable E-Geld minimum. A
small pickup loop at the short was used to measure the
the microwave-6eld intensity, and this controlled the
power-levelling system.

The microwave-magnetic-6eld lines were a series of
circles concentric with the inner and outer conductors
of the coaxial line. The ribbon-shaped. atomic beam was
essentially along a radius of these circles. The direction
of the microwave field, as seen by the atoms, was e6ec-
tively parallel to the C fieM, and therefore this setup
was a suitable one for observing dms=0 transitions.
The intensity of the microwave Geld varied inversely as
the radial distance from the center conductor, and this
had to be averaged over the beam height. The effect
of this nonuniformity in the microwave Geld on the
resonance line shapes is discussed in Secs. II and V.
The variation of the microwave-6eld intensity along
the beam axis was negligible.

The atomic beam entered and left the loop through

~~ X8-in. slots in the elbows, and the optical radiation
entered through a similar slot in the lower surface.
The portion of the atomic beam crossed by the optical
radiation defined the spectroscopy region. It was
spanned by three rf "hairpins" which were used to
excite Zeeman transitions in the 2'S beam when the
6eld was being measured.

Z. High-Power Micromaves

A Varian VA-8028 klystron ampli6er was used to
generate the 500-1000 W of power needed to induce the
'P transitions. This klystron was a four-stage tuned
ampli6er and had a power gain of about 10'. After
about 10000 h of operation the klystron was still
delivering about 600 W with a power gain of 10'. The
output of the klystron went to a ferrite isolator, and
then to the atomic-beam apparatus via a Qexible
coaxial cable. The reQected power was dissipated in the

4. Power Leveling

The intensity of the microwave magnetic 6eld
within the transmission line was monitored by means
of the small loop, mentioned above, inserted at the
shorted end. The output of this loop was rectified by a
crystal detector, and then used as a feedback signal to
control a PIN-diode modulator which was in series with
the input to the power ampli6er. This automatically
adjusted the input to the power ampli6er, and the Geld
intensity within the transmission line was maintained
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Fro. 14. Experimental plots of
transitions 4 and 5 for a 2'S(ms)
(0-+ +I) trajectory. The plots were
made by sweeping the magnetic Geld
for a constant microwave frequency
of 2420.0 MHz. The Geld, plotted in
terms of the measured 2'S1 Zeeman
frequency (2.8 MHz per G), was in
the region of 500 G. Transition 4
occurs at fields lower than transition 5.
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was therefore proportional to the excess counts in one
channel.

constant to within about 2%. ln addition, the power
Qowing through the transmission line was sampled by
means of an attenuating decoupler and measured in a
thermistor circuit.

ll

1. 3fetastable Atom Detectioe

The electron multiplier (top left corner of Fig. 13) was
of the crossed-6eld, continuous dynode variety, with a
tungsten cathode. "The Auger ejection efficiency for
helium 2'5 metastable atoms from a tungsten surface
is about 40'%%u&.

" The fraction of Auger electrons at the
multiplier cathode which gave measurable pulses at
the anode was not known precisely, but it was estimated
that 10'Po of the metastable atoms reaching the detector
gave measurable pulses.

The multiplier pulses, after ampli6cation, triggered a
discriminator, which was used to suppress low-level

E. Detector System

The detection system is shown schematically in
Fig. 13. The detector itself was dedned by a slit.
Metastable atoms passing through the slit impinged on
the cathode of an electron multiplier, releasing Auger"
electrons, The ampli6ed electron pulses were gated
alternately into "microwaves-on" and "microwaves-o6"
channels. The signal due to a O'E magnetic resonance

33 pI:pdix type M$0$,

'2 R. Dorrenstein, Physica 9, 447 (1942); G. J. Schulz and R. E.
Fox, Phys. Rev 106, 1179 (1957); H. . D. Hagstrum, ibid 96, 336.
(195$),
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triggered by a pulse generator running at 100pulses/sec.
The flip-flop output was therefore a symmetric 50-Hz
square wave. A third output from the flip-fop was used
to activate the microwave switch, thereby synchroniz-
ing the microwave modulation with the channel
switching.

This gating system was carefully checked for instru-
mental asymmetries.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE
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Fro. I5. (a) Experimental plot of a low-field transition-4
resonance. The magnetic Geld, measured in terms of the 2'SI
Zeeman resonance frequency (2.8 MHz per G), was swept for a
constant microwave frequency of 2294.4000 MHz. (b) Least-
squares fit of the plot, Fig. 15(a), to the theoretical line shape,
Eq. (2'I). The field points have been converted into transition-4
frequency units, and plotted as a fraction of the linewidth hv.

pulses largely due to noise. Pulses passing the dis-
criminator were then processed by a logic network
directing them into the proper channel. A second output
from the amplifier was recorded on a pulse-rate meter.
This was used. to monitor the beam intensity, and to
observe 2'S Zeeman resonances when measuring the
C Geld.

Z. Modllat~oe Logic

Gating was achieved by means of a network of
flip-flop, pulse shaping, and gate modules as shown in
Fig. 14. Rise-times in the logic circuitry were typically
20 nsec. In addition, two lip-flops were used to scale
down the input pulse rate by a factor of 4 to avoid over-
loading the scalers. These pulses were then applied
simultaneously to two gate modules, which were opened
alternately, for equal time intervals, in phase with the
nucrowave modulation. The gates were activated by

The computed relative intensities of transitions 4
and 5 were verified experimentally as illustrated in
Fig. 14. The plots were made by sweeping the magnetic
Geld. It can be seen that the relative intensities differ
as expected for the 2'S(rls) trajectories (0~+1) and
(0~ —1). The relative intensities were not precisely
as predicted because the transition-5 signal was affected
slightly by imperfect state selection in the beam geome-
try. In addition, the transition-4 intensities differed
somewhat from those calculated because the polariza-
tion of the exciting radiation was not uniformly dis-
tributed in the xs plane. The absolute values of the
signals were somewhat less than calculated due to in-
complete separation of the trajectories. There was a
substantial background from the tail of the central
beam which was much larger than the (0~ +I) tra-
jectories. This meant that some of the detected atoms
had not been optically excited. The amount of back-
ground could be measured from the change in oQ-axis
beam intensity when switching on the optical radiation.
In general, about half the detected atoms had been
optically excited.

Two typical experimental plots of transition-4 reso-
nances are shown in Figs. 15(a) and 16(a). Each point
on the plot consists of a reading of the 2'P signal for a
fixed value of the magnetic field. The field value was
obtained from the frequency of the Zeeman resonance
in the 2'S beam. It was not possible to measure the
Geld and observe the 2'P signal simultaneously. Field
measurements were made both before and after a
transition-4 reading. Approximately 45 min were re-
quired to register adequate counts for the 2'P resonance,
and the drift in field during this period was kept below
100 ppm by the C-magnet current regulator. The
smallness of this drift, coupled with the fact that transi-
tion 4 was relatively Geld-independent, meant that the
assumption of a field drift linear with time was adequate,
and an average was made of the field measurements
before and after the recording of the 2'P signal.

The uniformity of the C field was estimated by
making separate 2'S resonance measurements at each
of the rf loops spanning the optical microwave region
(Fig. 8), and then corrective adjustments were made on
the shim coils. The GeM measurement itself was an
average taken over the three points in the optical
microwave region. This spatial average was based on
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the assumption that the magnitude of 6eld as a function
of distance along the beam axis could be approximated
by a parabola. The use of shim coils and the spatial
averaging technique resulted in an accuracy of perhaps
10 ppm in the measurement of the average Geld. The
6eld inhomogeneity over the region of interest was
usually less than one in 104.

The 'I' transition 4 signal was recorded by allowing
the microwaves-oG sealer to run to a preset value
(usually 10r counts). The signal intensity was then
evaluated as the di8erence between the microwaves-on
and microwaves-o6 counts expressed as a fraction of
the latter. The peak signals ranged between 4)&10' and

12&(10' counts, and the statistical uncertainty was
about 5&10' counts. The two scalers were started and
stopped simultaneously and at random with respect to
the phase of the modulation. The resultant switching
error due to one-channel counting for up to one modula-
tion semicycle more than the other could never have
exceeded 250 counts. Flip-Qop logic ensured that the on
period for each channel was a modulation semicycle,
to an accuracy of about 1 p sec (or about one in 104).The
squa, re-wave symmetry of the microwave modulation,
however, was accurate only to about 1'Pz, because
synchronism with the channel-switching was eBected
only at the onset of each full modulation cycle. This
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resulted in a small reduction in signal, since either some
signal was carried over into the oQ channel, or else the
microwaves were off during a fraction of the on counting
period. A similar effect arose from the fact that the
modulated signal lagged the switching cycle in phase
by about 0.5% of the modula, tion period, owing to the
Gnite time taken by atoms in the optical microwave
region to reach the detector. The reduction in signal by
these two effects, at most about 5%, did not have any
appreciable effect on the experimental precision, since
there was no resultant distortion in the line shape.

The plotting of a complete line shape took several
hours and it was vital that any parameters critically
affecting the signal intensity remained stable throughout
this period. The three important parameters in this
respect were the following.

(a) Microwave field intensity: The power leveling
system was subject to small drifts of about 1%, par-
ticularly in the crystal detector.

(b) Lamp intensity: Several hours were allowed for
the lamp to reach thermal equilibrium in the vacuum
system. It was our experience that the lamp intensity
drifted by at most 1% during the course of our experi-
ment. This was checked by periodically measuring the
light flop, i.e., the total number of 2'S atoms reoriented
because of the effects of optical excitation and decay.

(c) Beam geometry: It was pointed out that the back-
ground when observing atoms in a 2'S (et8=0~ &1)
trajectory was fairly sensitive to the location of both
the A-field obstacle and the detector. Care was taken
to locate these in the least critical positions, even at a
sacrifice in signal intensity. The beam background be-
came sensitive to scattering at pressures above 1X10 '
Torr, and experiments were run only when the vacuum
was substantially better than this.

The effect of any small drift in signal intensity was,
to a large extent, compensated by plotting the points in
symmetric pairs about the line center. This procedure
reduced the effects of these drifts on our precision to
negligible proportions. The extent of any drift was
checked periodically by remeasuring the peak intensity.
The plot was discarded if there was an indication of
drifts in signal greater than 2% per hour.

Figure 15(a) was plotted for a klystron frequency of
2295 MHz and the field at the resonance peak was
about 100 G (see Fig. 3). In this low-6eld region the
field dependence of the transition frequency was very
nonlinear, resulting in the asymmetry of the resonance.
The average field dependence was small, and a wide

sweep in field was required to plot the line shape. It
may be seen from Fig. 3 that the inherent signal strength
changed appreciably over the range of field spanned by
the resonance, and a correction of some 20 ppm in the
data was required to compensate for the resultant
asymmetry in the line shape. For convenience we shall
refer to this as the "slope" correction. In addition the

small contribution of transition 5 was not resolved,
necessitating a correction of some 5 ppm.

The plot of Fig. 16(a) was made at high 6eld (cen-
tered around 500 0 with a klystron frequency of 2420
MHz). Here the field dependence was larger and more
linear, giving an almost symmetric line shape swept
over a relatively narrow range of Geld. This narrower
sweep, coupled with the smaller variation of signal
strength with field, meant that the slope correction was
almost negligible. In addition, transition 5 was well
resolved, as shown in Fig. 14. All precision runs at
high 6elds were taken on the 2'S(me=0-++1) trajec-
tory, since at these fields the signal from the (0 —+ —1)
trajectory was far smaller (Fig. 14). In general the
statistical standard deviations were slightly lower than
those at low fields, due to the increased signal strength.
At high Gelds uncertainties associated with the Geld rnea-
surement and reduction of the Zeeman Hamiltonian be-
came more important; there was a correction, estimated
to be some 10 pprn, arising from relativistic" and
motional' corrections to the Zeeman Hamiltonian.

V. DATA REDUCTION

The data provided by a plotted resonance were corn-
puter programmed to yield a value of the 2'P~ —2'E2
Gne structure. The program was subdivided into four
sections, which will be discussed separately.

A. Signal Corrections

1. Slope Correction

The observed signal had to be adjusted to compensate
for the variation of excitation and decay probabilities
over the range of field spanned by the resonance. The
results of Sec. II were used to compute the variation of
inherent signal intensity as a function of 6eld, dS/dH.
An assumption that dS/dH was constant over the
range of the resonance proved to be more than adequate
for the required precision. The calculated value of
dS/dH was compared with experiment by comparing
the intensities of resonances observed at various fields
(see Sec. II), and it was found that the calculated
dS/dH was about 20% too small. This was veri6ed by
comparing the results for the Gne structure given by the
resonances plotted from the 2'S(m&=0~+1) trajec-
tory, with those obtained from the 2'S(ms ——0~ —1)
trajectory. The slope corrections for the two trajectories
have opposite signs LEq. (17) and Fig. 3j. Results for
the Gne structure without the slope correction were thus
too low in the case of one trajectory, and too high in the
other. A value of dS/dH some 20% larger than cal-
culated was needed to bring the two sets of results into
agreement. This 20% discrepancy between the theoreti-
cal and observed values of dS/dH corresponded to a
4-ppm change in the measured fine structure for the
low-field resonances, but was much less than 1 ppm
for the high-Geld. resonances. The correction was
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actually applied by normalizing the signal value of each
point in the plot with respect to the signal at the center
of the resonance, using the observed value of dS/dH.

A possible explanation for the discrepancy in dS/dH
is that the polarization of the exciting radiation was not
as assumed in Sec. II. The lamp was situated in stray
fields from the C magnet, and this may have given rise
to additional polarization in the s direction, accounting
for the larger dS/dH.

Z. TrmsitiorI;5 Correctiorf,

The relative magnitudes of the signal intensities for
transitions 4 and 5 were calculated as a function of
6eld. These were compared with experiment as indicated
in Sec. IV, and it was found that the observed relative
magnitude of the transition-5 signal was larger than
that calculated by almost a factor of 2. A probable ex-
planation of this discrepancy was imperfect selection
of the 2'S trajectories, since the intensity of the
transition-5 signal was particularly sensitive to this.
On this basis a hypothetical plot was made of the un-
resolved transition-5 resonance, and this was subtracted
from the observed resonance. The center of the transi-
tion-5 resonance was known to an accuracy more than
adequate for the purpose of making this small correction.

3. Relativistic and MotiorI, al Correctiorjs
to the Zeemm IIamiltoniue

Various terms of order n'poH must be included in the
Zeeman Hamiltonian to account for relativistic effects. '6

The magnitudes of these terms have been estimated
using a hydrogenic approximation for the radial wave
function of the 1s2p configuration in helium. We plan
to make high-precision measurements of the Zeeman
transitions in the 2'P state, and the results should
provide an excellent check on the accuracy of the
calculated corrections.

The corrections were applied by evaluating the matrix
elements of the relativistic terms in the (J,m) scheme,
and then calculating their contributions to the transi-
tion-4 frequency. This contribution to the transition
frequency was then subtracted from the experimental
fine structure, a valid procedure owing to the relative
smallness of the correction.

A further contribution to the Zeeman Hamiltonian
LEq. (1)j arises from the motion of the nucleus. 'r

Equation (1) has been written under the assumption of
an infinitely massive nucleus, and the correction terms
are of order (m/3II)poH, where m and M are masses of
the electron and nucleus, respectively. The motional
terms are all proportional to I.„and hence they can be
incorporated conveniently as a modification in the
value of g&. Once again a hydrogenic approximation
was used for the radial wave function. Some details of
these calculations are given in Appendix C.

The relativistic and motional corrections each re-
sulted in corrections of about 8 ppm to the high-Geld
results, and about 3 ppm to the low-field results. Cal-
culation of the motional correction was straightforward
and a nominal uncertainty of 0.5 ppm was associated
with it. The relativistic corrections, however, involved
some two-electron operators which could depend criti-
cally on subtle properties of the radial wave functions.
We have for this reason assigned an uncertainty
of 3 ppm until the corrections have been verified
experimentally.

Hence
Qco= 2(y'+4(poH, )'( y

~

~}i~~

8(o= f (Aced)' —4y'}/16'.

This correction amounted to about 0.2 ppm, and
hence was negligible.

B. Conversion of Field Values to Equivalent
Transition-4 Frequencies

The resonances were plotted by varying the magnetic
field, i.e., the quantity co s in Eq. (24). The value of co,s
had to be computed for each 6eld point, and then a
comparison could be made of the experimental data
with the line shape of Eq. (24).

The 'Ei(mal=0)-'E~(my=0) energy-level separa-
tion was computed for each measured value of the
magnetic 6eld. A substitution

(poH);= i;(2'S)/g~(2'S) in frequency units (28)

was made in the expressions for W(1,0) and W(2,0)
(Table II). i;(2'S) was the measured 2'S Zeeman fre-
quency for the ith point in a 2'P resonance plot. The
value of the g factor gJ (2'S) was assumed to be 2.00223."
The expressions for W(1,0) and W(2,0) were solved by
iteration, using the initial substitutions W(1,0)=Ei
and W(2,0)=E&, respectively. Approximate values of
E~, E~, accurate to about 20 ppm, were required to
initiate the iterative solutions. A subtraction of the
6nal solutions yielded a value for the transition-4 fre-
quency which would be resonant at the ith Geld point:

(co p/2m); =v;(2'E) = W(1,0)—W(2,0) = (Ei—Eg)

+fL.;(2'S)j, (2»)

4. Bloch-Siegert Correction

The interaction of the atom with the nonresonant
rotating component of the microwave 6eld leads to an
asymmetry in the experimental line shape. "This can be
compensated by applying a correction boo to the center
frequency co Lsee Eq. (24)).

The correction is given by

~~=(poHi)'I vl'/~.

A direct measurement of H~ was not practical, but it
could be related to the measured linewidth
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where f[t;(2'S)) is some function of the 2'S Zeeman
frequency. The quantity f[s;(2sS)) was in the range
5-40 MHz for the low-field runs, and was about 130
MHz for the high-field runs.

first-order Taylor expansion

(31)

C. Least-Squares Fit of Theoretica1 Line Shape

Both the Lorentzian [Eq. (24)) and the true [Eq.
(27)) line shapes were fitted to the experimental reso-
nances. This enabled us to estimate the extent to which
an error in averaging the microwave-fieM distribution
might have affected the precision of the fine-structure
determination. The two line shapes were, in fact, almost
identical, both being symmetric about their peaks
when plotted as functions of t;(2'P). The results for
the Gne structure in the two cases di6ered by less than
7 ppm, and we concluded that any errors in averaging
the microwave Geld were e6ectively negligible. The
true line shape gave slightly more weight to points
plotted in the tails of the resonance, and the small dif-
ference in results arose when points were plotted further
out in the tail on one side of the resonance than on the
other.

Comparison with experiment was achieved by re-
writing Eq. (24) in the form

D

The differentials were, of course, obtained from the
analytic expressions for the line shapes. The BS; were
then compared with a set hS;, defined by

&S;=S;(expt.)—S;(theor. ) . (32)

S,(expt. ) is the observed signal for the ith point, and
S,(theor. ) the value obtained by substituting s;(2'P)
into the analytic line shape using the trial parameters.

The expression P; (5S;—AS;)' was minimized to
yield values for the bx;. The least-squares procedure
was straightforward since Eq. (31) is linear. A new set
of trial parameters (x,+8x,) was adopted and the pro-
cedure repeated until the values of the (x,+&x;) con-
verged. No difficulty was experienced in obtaining con-
vergence for either of the line shapes in Eqs. (24')
and (27).

Typical examples of the Gtted results are shown in
Figs. 15(b) and 16(b), respectively, for a low-field and
a high-held run. They correspond to the untreated data
shown in Figs. 15(a) and 16(a). The fitted curves are
based on Eq. (27), the true line shape.

S;=
[s"(2'P)—")'+(s»ts)'

(24')
D. Error Analysis

Here, S; is the signal and D is a constant normalizing
the peak signal to that observed experimentally. v&i2 is
the experimental linewidth, and s, the value of s;(2'P)
at the center of the resonance:

&+5[ (2'S)). (29b)

D, v~~2, and v, were the parameters to be determined by
fitting the experimental points to the analytic line
shape. The value of v, thus determined was equated to
the frequency of the applied microwave radiation, vI„
to yield the fine-structure interval:

8'3l
Ir lm

2 st8&~

where M is the least-squares sum,

(33)

[S;(expt.)—S,(fitted))'

A statistical error o-, was assigned to each measured
signal point S,(expt. ). The value of o; was based on the
assumed validity of Poisson statistics for the number of
detector counts over a given period. The theory of maxi-
mum likelihood'4 was applied to define an error matrix
+lm)

Et—Es——s s—f[p,(2'S)). (30)
g,2

Q"hen fitting the data to Eq. (27) the parameter C
was rewritten as [s;(2'P)—s,)'+ (y/2sr)'. The true line
shape contained four htting parameters: A, 8, y, and p, .
In a line shape of this kind, however, there are only three
independent quantities: the position of the center, the
peak intensity, and the linewidth. The linewidth in this
case depended on both 8 and p, which were closely
correlated.

An iterative technique was used in applying the
least-squares Gtting procedure. Let the Gtting parame-
ters be designated by the set x;. A set of trial values
was adopted for the x;. The "error" in signal, SS;, for
the ith point, due to the deviations 8x; of the trial
parameters from their best values, was expressed by a

hxt=(Hit ')'". (34)

The statistical uncertainty in the evaluation of the
resonance center, hp„was, as expected, roughly pro-
portional to vi/s[S(peak)) '[I—P) 't'. S(peak) is the
peak value of signal, m is the number of points plotted,

'4 J. Orear, University of California Radiation Laboratory Re-
port No. UCRL-9417, 1958 (unpublished): H. Cramer, Mathe
Ntatica/ Methods of Statistics (Princeton University Press, Prince-
ton, N. J., 1946).

The S;(fitted) are the values of S;(theor. ) usinp' the
best values of the fitting parameters x;. The stat'istical
uncertainties of the fitting parameters are then given
by the square roots of diagonal elements of the inverse
error matrix
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TAnLE I. Summary of ail experimental runs on transition 4, 2'E2(Ms=0) ~ 2V'~(3Eg=o).

I.ow GeId
(0 -+ +1) traje

Run No. Result~
ctory

Weight

15

19
15
16
5

11
17
11
6

73
43
9

14
32
26
8

26
9
7

33
19
11
17
20
21

0.186
0.218
0.158
0.183
0.212
0.229
0.215
0.200
0.202
0.148
0.189
0.177
0.188
0.199
0.165
0.181
0.194
0.164
0.185
0.202
0.166
0.186
0.183
0.219
0.176
0.216
0.179

7
8
9

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
18
29
30
31
32
33

Mean: 2291.188&0.004b MHz

0.206
0.198
0.214
0.173
0.163
0.199

2
3

3
6

10

Mean: 2291.191&0.009b MHz

I,our Geld
(0~ —1) trajectory

Run No. Result' Weight

High 6eld
(0 -+ +1) trajectory

Run No. Result~ Weight

A 0.175 54
8 0.199 104
C 0.208 77
D 0.244 18
E 0.198 59
F 0.199 23
0 0.234 24
H 0.195 148
I 0.211 49
J 0.176 45
K 0.200 43
L 0.196 28
M 0.187 63
N 0.184 73
0 0.206 69

Mean: 2291.197+0.004b MHz

a Measured fine structure, (Bx—Bs}=2291.01(result) MHz.
b Statistical standard deviations only; do not include systematic errors.

and P is a positive constant approximately equal to the
number of Gtting parameters.

low Geld:

high Geld:

weighted. mean,
all runs:

E1-E2——2291.188&0.015 MHz,

E&-E2= 2291.197+0.008 MHz,

Ei Es 2291.19S&0.007 M-H——z.

The uncertainties quoted, intended to represent one
standard deviation, are a combined estimate of the
random and systematic errors,

The random error for each set of runs was the com-
puted standard deviation of the grand mean. It arose
in part from the statistical uncertainty related to the
finite number of counts per point, and in part from
random drifts and Quctuations in the signal intensity.
The number of counts recorded per point was selected
on the basis of roughly equalizing these two contribu-
tions to the random error.

Systematic errors in the low-Geld runs were ascribed
primarily to the slope correction, and, to a lesser ex-

VI. RESULTS

The results of all runs are summarized in Table I.
Each run has been weighted by the value of (1/Av, )',
since v, is the only parameter directly affecting the
determination of the fine structure E~-E2. The over-all
results for the 2'P1-2'P2 one structure were as follows:

tent, the transition-5 correction. Their contribution to
the quoted uncertainty was taken to be one third of
the entire correction, which more than covered the dis-
crepancy between the calculated and empirical cor-
rections (see Sec. VA1).

The major contributions to the errors for the high-
field runs were the relativistic Zeeman corrections, since
the uncertainty here was assumed to be one-half the
entire correction. Uncertainties due to possible errors
in the Geld measurements were somewhat smaller.

The agreement between the low- and high-Geld results
was gratifying, in view of the entirely different natures
of the sources of error involved in the two cases.

Our results are in good agreement with two in-
dependent, less accurate determinations of the O'P1-2'P2
separation. The first involved excitation of the 2'P state
by electron bombardment, and the detection of micro-
wave resonances by observing the polarization of the
decay radiation. "The result was

E1—E2= 2291.42~0.36 MH.z.

The second determination was an optical level-
crossing experiment" yielding

I;1—E2 ——2291.200&0.022 MHz.

VII. DISCUSSIOH

Nonrelativistic variational wave functions have been
applied to evaluate the theoretical Gne structure. "The



PICHANICK, SWIFT, JOHNSON, AND HUGHES 169

result for the 2'P1—2'P~ separation is 2289.59 MHz.
This number contains a term due to the anomalous elec-
tron moment, and this is the only correction required of
order u' Ry."Also included is a correction of 4.74 MHz
(order 424 Ry) which arises from admixture of the 22P&

and 2'P1 states by the spin-orbit interaction. '6 Other
terms of order n4 Ry due to relativistic and radiative
contributions remain to be evaluated, and these could
quite easily account for the 1.61-MHz (7 parts in 10')
discrepancy between theory and experiment.

An experiment to measure the transition 22Po(2/pr =0)
—22Pt(2/sr=0) is currently in progress. We anticipate
a precision of about 1 ppm for the 2'Po —2'P1 fine-
structure determination, the interval being about
29617 MHz. '7 We are measuring in addition several
2'P Zeeman transitions in magnetic fields up to 10 kG.
These will enable us to measure the g factors with an
accuracy of 1 ppm, thereby yielding the relativistic and

motional contributions to within 1'%%uo. These measure-
ments, of intrinsic interest in themselves, should enable
us to reduce substantially the uncertainties quoted
above for the high 6eld 2'P1-2'P2 measurements. Ex-
periments on the radiative lifetime of the 2'P state and
its hyper6ne structure in the He' isotope are being
completed,
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APPENDIX A: TABLES OF ENERGY EIGENVALUES AND COUPLING COEFFICIENTS

In this Appendix we give in Tables II—IV, energy eigenvalues and coupling coefficients.

TABr,E II. Secular matrix and energy eigenvalues for the states 2E(4}mr).

(J',mr'[gt {J,m, )

(2,mr [2,mr) =Ep+2/roH(gs+gr)mr

W(2, +2): Ep+(gs+gr)/42H
m J—+2+

W(2, +I): '(E1+E.)+'(-gs+gz)/A-
——2'{ (E/ —Eo)'+(gs —gr)'(/t/oH)2)''2

T~m J
E/+2/42H(gs+gz)mr
'2 oH(gs gz)—

W(1,+I): ,'(E,+Ep)~ 2 (gs+—gz)/ oH

+2L(E1 E2)2+ (gS gr) 2(/42H) 2jl/2

W(2,0): s(E2+Ep) 2{(E1 —E)'+2—(gs pgz)'(/oH—)'
XLi+2(E2- W(2,0))/(Ep —W(2,0))j}1/20,0

W(1,0): 2 (E1+Ep)+4{(Er—Eo)2+-'(gs —gz) 2(/42H) 2

Xa+2(E2 —W(1,0))/(Eo —W(1,0))j}'/'

p(W(0 0) Eo)(gs gL) (/roH)~o+-
L(W(0,0)—E,)(W(0,0)—Eo)—$(gs —gr )2(/42H) 2$

W(0,0):

mJ=+1 ~

J,mJ 2)m J
lcm J ps oH(gs —gr)
2~m J Ep+2/ oH(gs+gr)mr

mJ ——0:
J,mJ 1,0 2,0
00 Ep (2)'"/ oH(gs —gL)

( ) //pH(gs gL) (2)'/2/ oH(gs gr)—
2,0 0 (s)'"/ oH(gs —gr)

Energy eigenvalues W(/},mr) found by diagonalizing the above
matrices, where Bp, 8&, and E2 are the zero-Geld energy eigen-
values; i.e., Er=(J,mr ~X//s

~
J,mr), J=O, 1, 2.

TABLE III. The coetiicients (Jm {o}m). LNote (Jm }o}m') =0 when

mmmm'.

1 The transition frequencies are given byo

(4) (1,0) ~ (2,0): v4=(E2 —Ep)+-,'h'{(E1—Ep) '—(Ep—E1) '}
(3) (I,+1)~ (»+I): »=(E1—Ep) {1+h'(E1-Ep) '}'"

0,0'
1,0b

2,0
T,a16
2,~1'
2&2

0,0

[1+2h'/3(Eo —E1)2] '"
—(-,')'/ohB/(Eo —E/)

0
0
0
0

1,0

(-')'"hC(E -Eo)'+-'h'3 '"
8

(1)I/phL(E E )2+ lh2$ —1/2

0
0
0

2,0

0
(-') '"h~/(Er —Ep)

{ I+ho/3(E1 —Ep)'j '"
0
0
0

1&1
0
0
0
C

—hC/2 (E1—Ep)
0

2&1
0
0
0

hC/2 (E1—Ep)
1/C
0

2+2
0
0
0
0
0
1

~(g gi)Igo& & B= 11+2'/3(Eo-Ez)&+hm/3(Ea-Eg)2j I». & C = ti+h /4(E1 E&) g3

"H. Araki, Progr. Theoret. Phys. (Kyoto) 17, 619 (1957);J. Sucher, Phys. Rev. 109, 1010 (1958).
'6 G. Araki, M. Ohta, and K. Mano, Phys. Rev. 116, 651 (1959).
'7 J. Lifsitz and R. H. Sands (Ref. TT); C. E. Johnson, F. M. J. Pichanick, A. Kponou, S. A. Lewis, and V. VV. Hughes, Bull. Am.

Phys. Soc. 13, 20 (1968)
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APPENDIX 3: DERIVATION OF
EQS. (12) AND (24)

%e summarize here the unpublished calculation of
Serber. '4 This calculation is a perturbation treatment
of the atom in the presence of external optical and
microwave radiation, and the results therefrom justify
our using Eqs. (12) and (24) in the analysis of our data.

Several assumptions are made during the course of the
calculation. Some of these assumptions are merely for
computational convenience and do not affect the nature
of the 6nal result. The quantities of interest and their
approximate magnitudes in our case are as follows:

(a) the widths of the excited levels, y 3 MHz;
(b) the frequencies of the excitation and decay

photons, k 3&(10 MHz'

(c) the excitation rate of the lower levels, 0 0.01
MHz;

(d) the spectral width of the incident radiation,
au-104 MHz;

(e) the frequency of the applied rf Geld, &o/2~ 2X10'
MHz.

The assumptions are as follows:

(I) q«k;
(II) co, Ak«k;

(III) (r«y«Ak;

(IV) 0«a).

In general the notation of Sec. II will be employed,
except that the pm~ for an excited level will be ab-
breviated to m. In addition, we shall write the zero-order
energies of the initial (ms), excited (m), and Gnal (ms )
states as Np, M, and my, respectively. It is assumed
that m is excited with the absorption of a photon k with
energy k, and that re&' is reached after absorption of a
photon k and emission of a photon k'. The relevant
time-dependent amplitudes are b(mes, t), b(m, —k; t), and
b(ms', —k,k'; t) .

The optical-excitation operator 8',~ and the rf mag-
netic Geld operator V are regarded as perturbations on
the system free-atom —plus —radiation-ield, and the solu-
tions to the zero-order (time-independent) Schrodinger
equation are assumed known. Radiative decay is
represented by an operator I, analogous to d,~. The
time-dependent Schrodinger equation for the perturbed
system is written, and a set of coupled differential
equations is obtained in the usual way for the time-
dependent amplitudes. The solutions are assumed to be
quasiperiodic (assumption (III)), and hence the Gnal-
state amplitudes are written in the form

b(nzs') k,k'; t) = e—'&"o—+"'&'b(ms', t) .
The quantity Np remains to be determined. The real
part of Np is the change in energy of the initial state
(ms) due to the applied radiation (light shift). The
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imaginary part io.p is the width of the state and depends
on the rate of excitation.

Time-dependent coeKcients for the initial and ex-
cited states are defined in terms of the quasiperiodic
solutions

m8' is given by

1
y(m, ms', k,r) = s- —

l (m f
r(k')

f
ms')

f
'

2

b(ms, t) =e-'F"~"&' P b(ms, r)e'""'

b(m —k t)=e '" ""'Q b(mr)e'""'
(82)

—g (re—uo)b(ms, r)e""'

&ms l
I'(k)

f m)b(m, r) e'""'dk, (83a)
jfS

—P (rp —
cop

—k+ rro —up) b(m, r)e'""'

where ~ is the frequency of the applied rf field and r
is a positive (negative) integer representing the number
of rf photons emitted (absorbed).

The set of diGerential equations becomes

X8 (Q)p pot +u p uf k—+k'+ rco)dk' . (85)

Cop =pop+up,

ter =oot+uf

oo '=op +W(m, m';r) ro +W(m, m'; 0),
/ / /

mo =+m —o
&

/ / /
COmf =Km —

GOf ~

/ / /
COfp =0)f —

COp .

(86)

The dependence on r and k may be neglected Lassump-
tion (II)j, and Eq. (85) becomes the partial decay rate
y(m, ms'). os

It is convenient to define

= g HmfV fm')e'"'+&mfV'lm')e *"'j'

Xb(m', r)e'""'+p &m
f
«t,p(k) fms)b(ms, r)e'""'

+ P (m f g, (k') f ms')b(ms' t)dk' (83b) mrml

Equating coefBcients of e" ' in Eq. (83b) one obtains

—((o p
—k+roo)b(m, r) = P W(m, m'; r)b(m', r)

m&m'

+Z &m f
Vfm')b(m'r —I)+2 &m I

V'lm'&

ib(ms', t)—(oor
.—too—k+k' —uo)b(ms' «)

= g (ms'
f
I'(k') lm)b(m; r)e" ' (83c.)

The scattering of more than one photon can be treated
if necessary'„by additional terms in Eq. (83c).

Equation (83c) is integrated to give an expression for
the b(ms',. t) in terms of the b(m;r). This is substituted
into the last term of Eq. (83b), which is integrated to
yield

&m f 8, (k') fms')b(ms', t)dk'

= P W(m, m', r)b(m', r)e'""' (84)

Xb(m', r+1)+&mf8,p(k) lms)b(ms''). (87)

The factor (roo —up) on the left-hand side of Eq. (83a)
suggests that b(ms, 0) is much larger than the b(ms, r)
for r&0 f assumption (IV)j. Furthermore, in Eq. (87),
b(m, 0) is aPPreciable only whelk ro p' (i.e., resonant
excitation of m). Thus in the excitation process b (ms, 0)
acts as a source for b(m, 0), which in turn acts as a source
for b(m', &r) in the rf resonant process. We label as rr, P
the states m, m' of interest (see Sec. II), and consider
the case involving one rf photon near resonance:
co + p'. All other excited-state amplitudes for nz,
m'&n, P can be neglected if one allows for the Bloch-
Siegert effect (Sec. V A 4) by replacing po e' with

& p"=co e'+(Bloch-Siegert shift).

where W(m, m'; r) is the value of the integral over dk',
obtained by disregarding transient contributions Las-
sumption (III)). It represents the effects of the radia-
tionfieldson thelevelsm, m'. The realpartof W(m, m'; r)
gives the shifts of these levels in the presence of the
radiation, while the imaginary part gives their widths
under induced and spontaneous emission. The spon-
taneous emission terms are diagonal in m, and the
partial width for spontaneous decay to a Gnal state

Equations (87) reduce to

(~ p"—k)b(~,0)+ &&f vlP)b(P, —I)
= —

&~f ~.,(k) fm, )b(m„o), (89)
( &.

"- -k)b(P, -I)+&PIVI )b(,0)=0.
'o This di«Fere from the y( mms') in Sec. II, where they were

de~ed so that P~s y(m, ms') = 1. In this case P s y(m, ms') =y,
the total width of the state m.
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The solutions are

b(n, O) =—(nil.,(k) Ims&(co. p"+co ++co, —k)

(k —
comp

—
cony) (k —

co no
—co~—)

merely assumes that the incident-light spectrum
changes little over a range z +—z

The probability P(ms —+ ms'), that an atom reaches
the state m8' at time t is given by

Xb(ms, 0), (810a)

(nl~ p(k) lms&&pIVIn)
b(P, -1)= b(m„o),

(k —co~p co~+)(k co~p —co~ )

P(ms —& ms') =
I
b(ms', —k,k', t) I

'dkdk'

with
(810b) 2d i~—2o (mg) t (815)

=p(co~p —co)+pl ( & p
—co)'+4IVI')'"i (811a) from Eq. (81)

The integrated. form of Eq. (83c) is substituted into
I( I I

)I' by I I Eq. (815), usingEqs. (810) fortheexcited-stateampli-
Ssmslarly, tudes. Integration of Eq. (815) then yields

(p I s.p(k) Ims&(copp"+cop++cop- —k)
b(p, O) =-

(k copo —
cop+) (—k cop p

—
cop )— —

Xb(ms, O), (810c)

(p I &"(k) lm. &(nl V
I p&

b(n, 1)= b(ms, O),
(k —cops —cop+) (k —copo —

cop—)
(810d)

cop+= —p(co p
—co)

a-',
I (co.p"—co)'+4l V

I
'$'". (811b)

These expressions for the amplitudes of n and P, to-
gether with analogous terms for excited states not
coupled. by the rf field, are now inserted into Eq. (83a)
to yield No. The total rate of excitation from m8 is given
by the imaginary part of No'.

o(ms) =7.r P I &ml 8,p(k) Ims) I'b(k co o")dk-
mge»

P(ms ~ ms') =— P y(m, ms') o (ms, m)
'y m

+{y(p,ms') 7(n,—ms') ){o(ms, n) o(m—s,p) )

2IVI' g
—20 (mg) t g

—2cr(mg') t

X-
(co.p"—co)'+y'+4IVI' ~(ms') o(m—s)

. (»6)

It has been assumed that
I b(ms, 0) I' is unity, since it

differs from unity by terms of order o (ms)/p. Equation
(816) is completely equivalen. t to Eqs. (12) and (24)
in Sec. II, if one remembers the different normalizations
of o and y. The time-dependent factor in Eq. (816)
arises because the expression involves a time-dependent
probability, whereas in Eq. (12) we have a probability
per process of excitation and decay.

—m'—
n+(ms, m')

m'=+» -+m'+ —m'—

APPENDIX C: CORRECTIONS TO
THE ZEEMAN EFFECT

1. Notional Corrections

The contribution of the orbital magnetic moment to
o
—

(ms, m'), (812) the Zeeman Hamiltonian equation (1) is"
&mi+ +m'-

where the partial excitation rates are given by
Pp

Z, =—a.
I

1—
I Z (r;Xp;).

k i Mj

o +(ms, m') =p.
I

&m'
I d,p(k) I ms) I

'

XB(k—co .p"—co .~)dk. (813)

The terms ~ ~, sop~ are of order e p", and the
replacement

o"(ms,m')=n(ms, m')=~ I(m'ld. ,(k) Ims)l'

Xb(k —co o")dk (814)

1$—2 L(r'Xfp ).+(r X 1 ').], (C1)
3f i&~

where H, is the external magnetic 6eld, po is the Bohr
magneton, nz and M are, respectively, the masses of
the electron and the nucleus, and r; and p; are, re-
spectively, the coordinate and momentum operators
for the ith electron.
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The first term in braces is proportional to the z
component of L, the total orbital-angular-momentum
operator. In order to evaluate the second term we have
expressed r;)&p; in the form

2. Relativistic Corrections

If the Zeeman Hamiltonian is written in the form

Z=ts H=tt, H„
then the relativistic contributions to the Zeeman
Hamiltonian can be written as corrections to the

16

2rl
r .Xp .——(g .(r) (C .())I.) (r) )

magnetic moment operators in the forms
8—», v2{C; ' C; ") ', (C2) paar, o= —cr'trod ((I;+2s;)2';——',Zt s;XV,(»; ')jxr;),

Br;

Zt ——(tto/i"t) gr, 'll. . (C3)

Ke have evaluated the radial integrals in Eq. (C2)
using an antisymmetrized product of 1s, 2p hydrogenic
wave functions, with effective nuclear charges Z(1s)
=1.99 and Z(2p) =1.09, with the result

gr,
'= 0.999872. (C4)

where C;t') is the first-rank spherical tensor operator
for the ith electron, and I; is the orbital-angular-
momentum operator for the jth electron. Tensor pro-
ducts have been expressed in the usual way. " The
angular parts of the matrix elements of Eq. (C2) be-
tween 'I'mg states are also proportional to those of
I., Hence the entire motional eGect can be incorporated
into a corrected value gl,

' of the orbital g factor:

»a, 4= cr—'tso P t (s;+2s;)XV',(»;; ')jXr;,

»e= —~'t o Z E»;; '(r;-Xp;)+», ,-e(r,Xr;)(r,; p,)j,
where rr is the fine-structure constant, I; and s; are,
respectively, the orbital and spin angular-momentum
operators for the ith electron, T; is the kinetic-energy
operator for the ith electron, and r;(r;) is the spatial
coordinate operator for the ith( jth) electron with
r, a r ~re

Innes and Ufford" have recoupled Eqs. (C5) in
spherical tensor form. %e have used their results, to-
gether with the hydrogenic approximation for the
radial wave functions, to obtain the 2V', mal=0 matrix
elements which are relevant to our measurement of
transition 4:

~P 1,2

(2'Pr, »)ted= 0~ (&tc),
~
2'Po, rtt J 0) (

(2'Pr, tlat ——0~ (btt)e~2'Po, trtJ =0)=(—63.0

—4.0
—9.9

6@5

+o.4)X(-')'"t oX 1o-',
+0.4)X (-,')'t2ttoX10 '. (C6)

These corrections were incorporated into our data reduction by including the above matrix elements in the
secular equation for r)tz ——0 (see Table II). It can be seen that the predominant contribution arises from the term
hatt, , The radial integrals involved in'this term are of the type (r; ) and (T;), and the accuracy of these could be
checked from the known total energy of the 2'E state. This comparison indicates that the accuracy of our result
for p» „which contributes 7 ppm to the measured (high-field) 2'P fine structure, should be more than adequate.
The tota]. contribution of the above values for bp, 3,4 and bp5 is only 0.5 ppm, but because these terms contain several
complex radial integrals which could not be checked, we have allowed an uncertainty of 2 ppm in our quoted result.

» See for instance, B. R. Jndd, Operator Techniqttes in Atomic Spectroscopy (McGraw-Hill Hook Co., New York, 19t')3).


