
P H Y S ICAL R EV I EW VOLUME 168, NUM 8 ER 3 15 APRIL 1968

Optical Properties of SrTiOs in the Region of the Absorption Edge*t'

M. L CQHEN AND R. F. BLUNT
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(Received 30 November 1967)

The absorption coefficient, reAectivity, and electroreflectance of SrTi03 in the neighborhood of the funda-
mental absorption edge are reported. The absorption coefIj.cient shows an exponential rise with incident
energy (Urbach rule) over five orders of magnitude. Its logarithm has a slope of 1/kT. The data indicate
that the band gap of SrTi03 is about 3.4 eV. Additional results for reduced SrTiOg show that Red6eld s
model for an exponential edge is not applicable to this material. The reQectivity indicates structure in the
region of 3.4 eV and the electroreflectance shows an appreciable signal from 2.5 to 5.0 eV with some structure
near 3.4 eV. The electrore8ectance signal appears to be due to some process other than the Franz-Keldysh
effect. It could be due to a shift or splitting in the major oscillator (4.4 eV) responsible for the refractive
index, with induced lattice polarization.

I. INTRODUCTION

~ 'HK nature of the transition giving rise to the ab-
sorption edge in SrTi03 is of considerable interest.

The calculated band structure of Kahn and Leyen-
decker' (KL) indicates that the lowest conduction band
(As ) is very narrow with the minimum at the zone edge
(Fig. 1). Measurements of magnetoresistance' and the
Shubnikov —de Haas effect' suggest that the minima lie
along [100] directions, while piezoresistance measure-
ments have been interpreted4 as indicating an addi-

tional, slightly lower extremum at the center of the
zone.

Based upon the KI results, Casella' has derived opti-
cal selection rules for cubic SrTi03. In the dipole ap-
proximation, direct transitions from the upper valence
band (I'rs-Dt-X4) to the conduction band are allowed

only at k =0. If the lowest conduction minima lie at the

edge, the possibility of indirect transitions from the k =0
valence-band maximum exists. He has also considered
a model in which the order of the h~ and 65 valence
bands are inverted and the transition is direct at the
Brillouin zone face.

The effects of stress and electric 6eld on the band
structure and optical transitions have been discussed by
Casella, ' Frova and Boddy, ' and by Brews. ' Brews has
determined the order of the Stark levels by repeating
the KL calculation in a quantitative manner, including
electric-field-induced deformations.

Some earlier work on optical transitions in SrTi03 has

been performed. Noland' has reported the edge to be

at 3.22 eV. Cardona' sees a small bump in the reAec-

tivity at 3.2 eV which he attributes to the I'» —+ F».
transition; he terms this the fundamental absorption
edge. In an attempt to verify these results and perhaps
determine the nature of the transition, we undertook
an examination of the absorption edge of SrTi03 utiliz-
ing the techniques of absorption, reRectivity, and
electr or

expectance.

II. EXPERIMENTAL

All of the material used was obtained commercially"
in the form of single-crystal boules approximately 2 cm
in diameter and 3 cm long. The oxidized samples used
in the absorption measurements were cut from the
boule with a diamond saw, ground to size, and polished
with A1203 abrasives. Final sample thicknesses were 2.06
cm, 3 mm, 0.75 mm, 0.25 mm, and 0.053 mm. A 0.5-mm-
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Fro. 1. Schematic of the band energies, Z(k), in SrTiOq for the
cubic phase. Results are taken from Ref. 1. The wave vector k is
along the L100) axis.
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thick sample of hydrogen-reduced SrTiOs (carrier con-
centration m= 10"/cm') was also prepared in this rnan-
ner. Samples thinner than 0.053 mm could not be ob-
tained; an attempt was made to produce them by
evaporation techniques, but was unsuccessful.

ReQectivity measurements were performed on two of
the above samples (etched in hydrofluoric acid) and on
a 3-mm-thick, polished and etched sample of reduced
SrTiOs (ss=7&&10is/cm'). This last sample and two
others of di8ering carrier concentration were used in the
electroreAectance experiment.

Absorption measurements were made in a commercial
double-beam spectrophotometer. "A "cold-6nger"-type
Dewar was used for low-temperature measurements.
The cryogenic liquids used were nitrogen, helium, and
a mixture of dry ice and alcohol. Reduction of the data
from optical density to absorption coeScient was
achieved by a method similar to that of Marple. "The
apparent absorption was determined over a range of
wavelength large enough to allow an extrapolation to
the point where data were off scale. This extrapolated
curve was subtracted from the data, and the resulting
"corrected" values were substituted into the simple
form of Beer's law I/Is e~~. The fi——ve sets of points ob-
tained by the above method were plotted yielding a com-
posite curve.

The selected thicknesses of samples were such that
there was a considerable amount of overlap of points
from any one sample with adjacent samples. Deviations
from the composite absorption curve were found only
at the bottom and top of each individual sample curve.
These deviating points were not used.

The approximation used can be justi6ed as follows.
Once the optical density of the sample rises above about
0.3, multiple rejections no longer need to be taken into
account. Also since the reQectivity of SrTi03 varies
only a small amount ( 6 jo) and smoothly in the wave-
length range covered, the subtraction of the extrapolated
background should be sufhcient correction for the sur-
face reQection losses. %e feel that this approximation
fails only at the bottom of each individual sample curve
where the points deviate from the composite curve. The
region of deviation at the top of each sample curve is due
to stray light.

Room-temperature reQectivity was measured through-
out the range from 2.5 to 4 eV using a 600-line/mm
grating monochromator and a 150-W high-pressure
xenon arc source. The detector was an S-5 response
photomultiplier coated with sodium salicylate. Detec-
tor and sample were placed on a device that could be
rotated such that the detector was placed alternately in
the direct beam from the monochromator and in the re-
Qected beam from the sample. The light was incident on
the sample at an angle of 80 to the surface. Data
were obtained point by point throughout the region.

ElectroreQectance data were taken at room tempera-
ture by. the technique of Shaklee et cl."The monochro-
rnator used was a 1200-line/rnm grating instrument.
The light source was a 150-% xenon arc, and the de-
tector was a sodium-salicylate-coated photomultiplier.
The method was modified by the use of semiconductor-
electrolyte interfaces for both contacts to the sample.
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Pro. 2. Composite absorption coeiiicient (n) curve for several
samples of SrTiO~, illustrating the Urbach rule. no= 1.3&(10 cm '
at 3.37 ep. Prom left to right, temperature was room temperature,
cooled by dry ice and alcohol, by liquid nitrogen, and by liquid
helium.

err. RESUr.rS
Our composite absorption edge curve for stoichio-

metric SrTi03 is shown in Fig. 2. As is evident, the ab-
sorption edge in the region measured is exponential over
approximately 6ve orders of magnitude at room tem-
perature. The data at lower temperatures do not cover
as large a range but, where measured, are still exponen-
tial. From these curves the constants in Urbach's rule
fct=ns expL —o.(Es—E)/kTj) were determined. We find

o.p=1.3X104 cm ',
0.= 1.0,

Ep=3.37 eV.

Attempts to extend the data to n's larger than 10' cm '
were frustrated by our inability to obtain sufficiently
thin samples. Kithin experimental error, the data for

"Applied Physics Corporation Model 14.' D. T. I'. Marple, Phys. Rev. 150, 728 (1966).
» K. J. Shaklee, F. H. Pollak, and M. Cardona, Phys. Rev.

Letters 15, 883 (1965).
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the reduced and stoichiometric samples are identical at
liquid nitrogen as well as at room temperatures.

The reQectivity from 2.5 to 4 eV is shown in Fig. 3.
We detect structure in the region of 3.4 eV; considering
the width of this "maximum, " there is no essential dis-
agreement with the value of 3.2 eV found by Cardona. '
The reQectivity was not carried beyond 4 eV since it has
been measured previously' and our primary interest was
in the details near the absorption edge.

Figure 4 shows our room-temperature results together
with those of Cardona (obtained. by Kramers-Kronig
inversion'). The agreement is reasonably good.

KlectroreQectance in the range of 2.5 to 5.5 eV is
shown in Fig. 5. Again structure is evident at 3.4 eV.
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FxG. 4, Comparison of the absorption coefIj.cient as calculated by
Cardona (Ref. 9) with the extrapolated portion oi the room-
temperature curve in Fig. 2 of this paper.
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FIG. 3.The room-temperature reflectivity of SrTi03 in the range
from 3.0 to 4.0 eV. The data were obtained on the 2.06-cm-thick
sample used in the absorption measurements. The results have not
been normalized (see Ref. 9).

The peak at 3.7 and the shoulder at 4.8 eV are close to
the reQectivity peaks seen by Cardona, ' and designated
by him as 3 & and A2. The data for SrTi03 and KTN' "
are similar in that the structure is broad and that
changes of bias tend to make peaks appear and disap-
pear, or shift position.

It should be noted that there is appreciable electro-
reQectance signal at 2.5 eU which is more than 0.6 eV
below the energy at which o. is of the order of 1 cm '.
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As is well known, energy dependence of the absorp-

tion edge should show power-law dependences for vari-

'4 A. Frova and P. J. Boddy, Phys. Rev. Letters 16, 688 (1966).
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FIG. 5. The room-temperature electroreflectance
of reduced SrTi03.



M. I. COHEN AND R. F. BLUNT

ous zero- or one-phonon interaction models. "However,
the Urbach process giving rise to an exponential edge
in most solids is not well understood, and the nature of
the transition cannot be directly determined at this
time. A number of models accounting for low-energy
exponential tails of this type have been proposed. " "
Qf these, some invoke exciton states. These will not be
discussed since there is no optical evidence for the pres-
ence of excitons in SrTiOe. (Because of the large static
dielectric constant, the binding energy for %annier
excitons would be very small, =10 ' eV at 77 K.) In
addition, Mahan has shown" that it is not necessary to
postulate such states in order to derive an Urbach rule.

Red6eld's mechanism of an internal Franz-Keldysh
eRect due to charged impurities" would not be expected
to apply to SrTi03. He proposes that his model should
be applicable to the class of covalent, direct-gap semi-
conductors (apparently shown experimentally in the
case of GaAs") and not to materials which are essen-

tially ionic. Our experiments show that it does not

apply to SrTiO3. His model requires a freeze-out of
carriers to yield a temperature-dependent slope for the
absorption edge. In the case of SrTi03, where there is no
freeze-out in heavily reduced material, "one wouM ex-

pect the slope of the edge to be insensitive to tempera-
ture if the model were applicable. However, heavily re-
duced SrTiO3 exhibits an absorption edge that coin-
cides (within experimental error) with that of stoichio-
metric material.

Mahan has derived an approximation to the Urbach
rule for electrons in a parabolic conduction band having
a linear interaction with longitudinal optical phonons,
in a polar crystal. He uses only polar interactions but
indicates that other types of electron —optical-phonon
interactions will also produce an exponentia1. tail.

The allowed direct transitions for cubic SrTi03 as
given by Casella' are I'~5~ I"~5, ~5~ ~2, ~5~~5,
and X5 —+ X~. Cardona' has assigned the fundamental
band edge to I'~5 —+ I'25 at the zone center. However,
the direct process Xs -+ Xs at the zone edge (model 2 of
Ref. 5) could also account for the observed transition"

"J.Bardeen, F. Blatt, and L. H. Hall, in Photocoedlctivity
Coejereece, edited by R. G. Breckenridge et at. (Iohn Wiley gr

Sons, Inc. , New York, 1956), p. 146."R.S. Knox, Solid State Phys. , Suppl. 5, (1963).
r' Y. Toyozawa, Progr. Theoret. Phys. (Kyoto) 22, 455 (1959);

Technical Report of the Institute for Solid State Physics, Report
No. 119, Ser. A, 1964 {unpublished).

~e D. Red6eld, Phys. Rev. 130, 916 (1963).
"G.D. Mahan, Phys. Rev. 145, 602 (1966).
'e B. Segall, Phys. Rev. 130, 734 (1966).
'~D. Red6eld and M. A. Abromowitz, Columbia University

Department of Electrical Engineering Technical Report No. 98
(unpublished) .

"H. P. R. Frederikse, W. R. Thurber, and W. R. Hosier, Phys.
Rev. iS4, A442 (1964).

"Di Domenico and Wemple LPhys. Rev. (to be published)]
have assigned the transition in BaTiO3, KTa03, and KTa03Nb03,
as due to a direct transition at the zone edge on the basis of Sacr's
Faraday rotation measurements D. Phys. Chem. Solids 28, 677
(1967)g and their own results for the temperature dependence
of the band-edge dichroism.

and would be more in accord with the [100$ minima in
the conduction band found by Frederikse et ul, ' ' If
indirect, the transition would probably be I'» ~ I'» ~
X3. Feldman and Horowitz'4 interpret their rotary
transmission measurements of the stress-induced di-
chroism in SrTi03 as indicating that a direct transition
at X is improbable. However, their data are not wholly
incompatible with this transition or with a direct tran-
sition at I.

It was hoped that the electroreflectance (ER) spec-
trum would provide additional clues as to the nature of
the edge transition, but this expectation was not real-
ized. The breadth of the peaks observed and the manner
in which these peaks change with applied bias indicate
that the effect is not primarily due to the Franz-
Keldysh effect. However, some inferences can be drawn
about the optical behavior of SrTi03 under application
of electric fields.

The approach used by Casella is helpful for a qualita-
tive understanding of the observed ER spectrum. He
has postulated a reduction of symmetry to C4& under
applied electric fields, due to large ionic displacements.
This would lead to nontrivial Stark shifts and splittings
of the bands. A similar viewpoint is also used by Frova
and Boddy to interpret the ER spectra observed in

KTa03, KTa03-KNb03, and BaTi03.' They also feel
that the applied electric 6eld splits the degenerate levels
associated with the transition-metal —oxygen octahedra
by inducing a large lattice polarization, and that tunnel-

ing of the nature of the Franz-Keldysh effect plays only
a small role. The reQectivity of SrTi03 is similar to that
of BaTi03,' and the ER of SrTiQ~ bears a striking re-
semblance to that of BariO3, KTaQ3, and KTN. ' "In
view of this, it would not be surprising if a similar ex-
planation were applicable here.

Cardona' attributes the dispersion below the funda-
mental absorption edge mainly to the A & and A2 virtual
transitions (=4.4 eV) and not to virtual transitions at
Ee (3.4 eV). High-precision measurements of the refrac-
tive index made by Malitson et cl.25 can be 6tted to a
Sellmeier relation with the major oscillator at about 4.4
eU. If this main oscillator were shifted or split by an
applied electric field, we would expect to see changes in

the refractive index throughout the visible region. These
changes could lead to an ER signal throughout this
spectral range. If the Franz-Keldysh effect alone were

the major contributor to the ER spectrum, we would

not expect to see appreciable signal. at 2.5 eV, in contra-
diction to experimental observations.

V. CONCLUSIONS

The absorption edge of SrTi03 has been examined.
It shows an exponential energy dependence (Urbach

24 A. Feldman and D. Horowitz (to be published)."I. Malitson (private communication).
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rule) over five orders of magnitude. There are difficul-

ties with the interpretation of the observed data which

prohibit assignment of the edge to either an indirect or

a direct process. The ER data indicate that the observed

results of this experiment are not consistent with the
Franz-Keldysh effect. It can be more readily explained

on the basis of shifts or splitting in the major oscillator
due to induced polarization.
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The ESR spectra of '4'Cm'+-doped ThO& and Ce02 single crystals were measured at approximately 10
Gc/sec and liquid-helium temperatures. Sites of cubic symmetry were observed in both hosts, with the
crystal-field splitting being larger than the microwave quanta used. The ground states are F6 doublets,
indicating that the fourth-order parameter of the cubic crystal-Geld Hamiltonian is negative. For Th02,
the g value was 4.484&0.002, and for CeOg, it was 4.475&0.002.

INTRODUCTION

HE rare-earth elements (also called lanthanide or
4f elements) are characterized by the progressive

filling of the 4f electronic shell. The f-electron orbits
contract with increasing atomic number (lanthanide
contraction) and are shielded by an outer closed shell
of Ss and 5p electrons (with Sd and 6s valence electrons)
from the local chemical environment. This is the reason
for the close similarity in the chemical properties of the
rare earths.

The possibility of a second rare-earth series beginning
at uranium was postulated by Bohr. ' Following the
discovery of synthetic transuranium elements, Seaborg'
proposed that actinium (element 89) was the analog
of lanthanum (element 57) and that the Sf electronic
shell was being filled. The 5f electron eigenfunctions
have larger orbits and a lower binding energy than their
corresponding 4f eigenfunctions; hence, their inter-
action with the local environment is greater. Further,
the actinide contraction (the 5f electrons become
shielded by an outer closed shell of 6s and 6p electrons)
does not occur as rapidly. This results in a greater
variety of valence states for the early actinides with
the trivalent state becoming dominant in the later
actinides.

When the 4f shell is half filled (Gd'+ and Eu'+) the
'S7/2 ground state has no orbital angular momentum
and therefore the local crystal field has a smaller effect
on the ground-state levels. The spin-lattice relaxation

t Research sponsored by the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
under contract with the Union Carbide Corporation.' N. Bohr, ¹ture 112, 30 (1923).' G. T. Seaborg, Chem. Eng. News 23, 2190 (1945);Science 104,
379 (1946).

times are long enough for paramagnetic-resonance spec-
tra to be observed at room temperatures for these ions.

The actinide Cm'+ nominally has a 5fr configuration
and would be expected to exhibit similar resonance
spectra. Indeed, early ESR work with Cm'+ in lantha-
num trichloride and lanthanum magnesium nitrate
crystals, unintentionally doped with chemically similar
Gd'+ as well, erroneously attributed the Gd'+ spectra to
Cm'+. ' The experiments were performed at room
temperature and 77'K only. The Cm'+ resonance was
Grst correctly observed in lanthanum trichloride and
lanthanum ethylsulfate single crystals at liquid-helium
temperatures, 4 and was not observable at 77'K due to
the short spin-lattice relaxation time. This, in itself, was
a clear indication of a larger crystal-Geld interaction
than usual for S-state ions. The observation of only one
absorption line instead of the usual seven lines was a
further indication of the large interaction with the axial
Gelds in these crystals.

The incorporation of Cm into various host lattices
has become desirable and prompted us to incorporate
Cm into the cubic fluorite lattices of Th02 and Ce02.

EXPERIMENTAL

The '~Cm'+-doped Ce02 and Th02 single crystals
were grown from Li2Q 2WQ3 Qux by a previously
described thermal-gradient technique. ' This method

' M. Abraham, B.B.Cunningham, C. D. Jerries, R. W. Kedzie,
and J. C. Wallmann, Bull. Am. Phys. Soc. 1, 396 (1956); P.
Fields, A. Friedman, B. Smaller, and W. Low, Phys. Rev. 105,
757 (1957).

4Marvin Abraham, B. R. Judd, and H. H. Wickman, Phys.
Rev. 130, 611 (1963).

5 C. S. Finch and G. W. Clark, J, Appl. Phys. 36, 2143 (1965).
s C. B. Finch and G. W. Clark, J. Appl. Phys. 37, 3910 (1966).


