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It is proposed that members of a recently observed scalar octet with particle masses around 1 GeV could
play the role of tadpoles. If the anomalous branching ratio of 2z/KK of the isosinglet member of the octet
is accounted for by SUj; violation, the resulting octet-dominance-violating contribution to the mass formula
very much improves the Gell-Mann-Okubo mass relations for pseudoscalar mesons.

CCORDING to the most recently published table
of elementary particles,"»? the lowest-mass scalar
mesons for which there is reasonably strong evidence
are the isosinglet® 7y (1050 MeV) and the isotriplet 7y
(1003 MeV), both of vanishing strangeness. The
existence of the remaining member of the octet Ky
(1080 MeV) is less well established. Both the 5y and
7y have been seen as peaks in the KK scattering
amplitudes near threshold rather than as particles.
However, the evidence for other scalar mesons, the
& (725 MeV) and o (410 MeV), is, if anything, even
more tenuous than that for the yy and =y.

For the purposes of this note, we will assume that the
nv and wy are in fact particles. As such, they possess a
number of unusual properties:

(a) If the Ky (1080) is indeed found to exist, gy, 7,
and Ky form an almost degenerate octet.

(b) The observed width of the 5y and 7y is of the
order of 100 MeV or less. This width is considerably
smaller than that which could be expected, assuming
coupling strengths typical of other resonances and
taking into consideration the larger available phase
space for the 7 decays of 7y and 9y, in comparison with
those, say, of the p.

(c) The == decay mode of 7y appears to be sup-
pressed. No known selection rules forbid ny — mr, yet
the data! yield only an upper limit R,, (rr/KK)<2.5.
On the basis of an SU(3)-symmetric interaction and
use of physical masses to estimate phase space, this
ratio should be 8.8 rather than 2.5.4

One possible way to account for the anomalous
branching ratio is to claim the existence of an SU(3)
singlet scalar which is mixed with the 9y, analogously
to an w-¢ mixture for the vector mesons. There are two
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objections to this procedure. In the first place, the
almost degenerate mass spectrum of the octet implies
either a small mixing of a singlet which is of very
different mass or a singlet essentially degenerate in
mass with the octet. No such neighboring resonance is
observed, however. Secondly, even if singlet-octet
mixing could occur, an additional selection rule would
still have to be imposed to account for the suppression
of the gy — mr channel (see Ref. 4).

We prefer to make the somewhat simpler assumption
that the suppression of the 7= channel is due to SU (3)-
symmetry violation in the coupling constants of the
SPP term in the effective Hamiltonian. We write the
part of H containing 7y as

Hyy=foy[m+eKK—(2—a)=-=], (1

where we obtain the SU(3)-symmetric limit for a=1,
and where we have chosen the SU(3) violation to be
minimal by making the deviations symmetric for the
KK and 7w coupling. Choosing R,,222.5, we obtain
a=1.3. Taking the quoted value! for the 5y width,
T',, =50 MeV, and the above value of a, we obtain the
dimensionless coupling

fA/4rMx*=0.31. (2)

This is to be compared with a typical meson coupling,
that obtained from p decay;

Jora/4m=2.15. 3)

Expressions (2) and (3) serve to justify our remark
(b). The SU(3)-symmetric couplings of the scalar
mesons to the pseudoscalars are anomalously low. It is,
therefore, not surprising that SU (3)-violating couplings
are of the order of 309, rather than the expected 109,
of the SU(3)-symmetric couplings, and, therefore, play
a more important role in the present case than they
normally do.

The relative importance of SU(3)-violating interac-
tions makes the ny and =y particularly good candidates
for tadpoles. One possible set of tadpole terms could
arise from the SPP interaction. (Of course, many other
virtual processes could contribute to the tadpole.) The
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SPP tadpole diagram gives a nonzero contribution
(assuming a degenerate P octet mass) only in virtue
of SU(3) violation in the coupling constants. Thus,
significant SU(3)- symmetry violation is required for
the very existence of the tadpole.

We now propose to use the same symmetry-breaking
interaction in a self-consistent way to help evaluate
mass formulas for the pseudoscalar octet. We take as
mass operator

Mp=mo(’+2KK+=-=)

+miln*+oeKK—(2—a)m-x], (4)
and obtain the modified Gell-Mann—-Okubo (G-O)
mass formula, including improved average masses for
isomultiplets®:
A(e)= (d—a)m2+ (2—a) Cm 2 —m,2)

— QB—a)(mg*+mg?)=0, (5)

which reduces to the usual G-O selection for a=1.

To demonstrate the improved fit of the masses to the
modified formula, we consider the error

E(@=A4(a)/A, A=m2—mn® (6)
and find
EQ1)=219,,
E(1.3)=3.19%,. 0

It must be emphasized that the present approach is
an alternative one to the usual way of dealing with the
discrepancies in the G-O mass formula for the pseudo-
scalars, by considering #-X° mixing.” This may be just
as well since there is at present some difficulty in finding
suitable candidates® for X°.

The couplings of v to vector mesons and to baryons
can be assumed to be SU(3) symmetric in view of the
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accuracy of the G-O relations (with ¢-w mixing added
for vector mesons) for these particles. There is no
evidence at present which can be adduced to contradict
this assumption.

We conclude with a few remarks concerning the
electromagnetic mass relations for pseudoscalars. If one
includes a 7y tadpole [for simplicity, assumed to have
SU (3)-symmetric couplings] as well as the non-tadpole
contributions calculated by Coleman and Schnitzer,®
one obtains two expressions for the transition mass!®
Mygr?:

Myr®=$V3 (mg2— mgP+mp2—m,+2—0.06m,2) , (8)

2
My

= [(8—3a)mg®— (2—a) (mx+2—0.12m,?
\/3(204—5)[(8 3a)mg?— (2—a)(mx Ma?)

- (4_‘1)"’112_ (2—04)1%,,02]. (9>

The term m,®—m,+ in Eq. (8) does not strictly arise
in the case of the P, where, in the tadpole approxima-
tion, m,?=m,+2. It is introduced by analogy with the
baryons, where it occurs naturally if one uses the
“parallelogram rule.””®

The requirement that Egs. (8) and (9) give a unique
answer leads to a=1.32, consistent with our previous
determination. The value of the transition mass which
is obtained is

Myai?=—3730 MeV2,

and is of the same order but slightly larger than previous
determinations.?

A discussion of the role played by the scalar-meson
octet in a pole-dominant-model calculation of K — 27
and K — 3= decays will be considered in a subsequent
communication.
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