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The low-lying excited states of Sct® populated by primary and secondary y-ray transitions from the
Sc#5(n,7) Sc® thermal-neutron-capture reaction were studied. Ge (Li) detectors were used exclusively in both
singles and coincidence y-ray investigations. High-energy primary vy-ray spectra were obtained and were
used to infer the excitation energies of 53 states up to ~2600 keV. The neutron binding energy was deter-
mined to be 876741 keV. Coincidence investigations between high-energy (~7-9 MeV) and low-energy
(£2 MeV) v rays, as well as among the low-energy transitions, have allowed a total of 23 low-energy transi-
tions to be assigned between states up to an excitation energy of 1324 keV. A level and decay scheme is
proposed for a total of 57 excited states below an energy of 2600 keV. This scheme differs in several im-
portant respects from those proposed previously. The observed characteristics of these states are compared
with the most recent charged-particle reaction studies, previous bent-crystal-spectrometer vy-ray results,

and available theoretical calculations.

I. INTRODUCTION

'HE low-lying excited states of the odd-odd Sc*
nuclide have been the subject of several intensive
investigations!! over the last few years. Only recently
have improved experimental techniques!™ established
the excitation energies of a number of these states up
to an excitation energy of ~1 MeV. The (d,p) work of
Rapaport e al.! has resulted in assignments of the
orbital angular momentum of several of these states,
and the bent-crystal-spectrometer studies of Van Assche
et al.,? coupled with some of the scintillation coincidence
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data of Bolotin,® have led to a proposed level scheme?
and the vy-ray branching of many of the low-lying states
of Sc*8.

Although it is expected that the (f7/2)" shell-model
configuration should play a dominant role in the make-
up of the low-lying levels of Sc*, considerations based
upon the systematics of neighboring nuclides, and pre-
viously reported experimental investigations of the
levels close to the Sc* ground state, lead to the con-
clusion that participation of other shell-model configu-
rations must be included in any meaningful interpreta-
tion of the low-lying states of this nuclide. McCullen
et al.’? have presented the most definitive calculations
on the low-lying Sc* states derived from the (f7/2)" con-
figuration. Lawson ef al.'* have successfully accounted
for the large retardations observed! for individual M2
transitions which proceed from ds/» proton-hole states
in Sc® and Sc*. In addition, si/2 proton-hole configu-
rations might be expected to influence, to some extent,
the constitution of states even below an excitation en-
ergy of 1500 keV in Sc*. Thus, it is anticipated that
there may be some fair degree of complexity in the shell-
model characterization of the levels in Sc?. It was felt
that a comprehensive and careful reexamination of the
levels of this nuclide by means of more advance experi-
mental methods might realize additional and/or more
detailed information concerning these levels and their
v-ray branching and that such results could be of effec-
tive aid in the interpretation of these low-lying states.

By virtue of the multiplicity of cascade ¥ rays from
the compound-nucleus state formed in thermal-neutron
capture to low-lying levels of the product nucleus, states
whose spins and parities may be significantly different
from that of the initial capture state may readily be
populated. Indeed, because of the statistical nature of
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F1c. 1. Schematic representation of the tangential through-hole
collimator system and Ge(Li) detector.

the wave function of the compound-nucleus state formed
by neutron capture, y-ray transitions proceeding either
directly or by cascade to lower levels can populate such
states to a degree that is in effect independent of their
constitution. The combination of primary and secondary
y-ray transitions following thermal-neutron capture can
equally well populate low-lying excited states charac-
terized by excited neutron or proton configurations, by
particle or hole makeup, or by an intrinsic, rotational,
or vibrational nature. Thus, the neutron-capture process
holds out the prospect of revealing levels that (a) are
populated in charged-particle reactions, and/or (b) are
not seen in these reactions because they are inhibited
by considerations of angular momenta, particle or hole
characteristics, etc. As a consequence of the foregoing,
effectively all low-lying states are expected to be popu-
lated by the (%,v) reaction; and the use of sufficiently
sophisticated experimental techniques to investigate this
reaction can provide a valuable complement and ex-
tension to the information obtained from studies with
(d,p), (d,t) and other reactions.

To this end, the present paper describes the results
of an investigation of the low-lying excited states that
are populated in the thermal-neutron capture reaction
Sc*(n,v)Sc*, and of the transitions among them. These
studies were conducted by means of singles and coinci-
dence y-ray techniques which made exclusive use of
Ge(Li) solid-state detectors. These studies involved
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energy.
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coincidence data recorded between the high-energy
(~8 MeV) primary transitions and the subsequently-
emitted low-energy transitions, as well as coincidences
among the low-energy cascade v rays.

II. EXPERIMENTAL FACILITIES
AND TECHNIQUES

A. High-Energy Singles y-Ray Facility

A target of high-purity Sc;Os; was installed at the
center of the tangential through-tube facility at the
Argonne CP-5 reactor. The thermal-neutron flux at this
position was~3X 103 neutrons cm—2 secL. This facility,
which is described in detail elsewhere,!s allows a highly
collimated beam of the high-energy capture v rays emit-
ted by the target to emerge from the reactor tube and
to be incident upon a well-shielded Ge(Li) detector.
A schematic representation of the beam collimator and
Ge(Li) detector system is shown in Fig. 1. The Ge(Li)
detector had a sensitive volume of ~4 cm? and an en-
ergy resolution width of ~6 keV at a deposited energy
of 6 MeV. Figure 2 displays the relative efficiency for
detection of the double-escape peak as a function of v-
ray energy for the detector-collimator system. This
curve was empirically determined by comparing the
peak intensities observed from a nitrogen sample with
the known'® relative intensities of the transitions.

In order to reduce background contamination, the
angle of view of the collimator was restricted to include
only the area occupied by the sample; y rays originating
from the liner of the through tube were screened off.
Nitrogen contamination was purged by flowing He gas
through the reactor tube. The use of high-purity graph-
ite sample holders afforded the combined advantages
of low capture cross section and a spectrum in which the
only contaminant peaks were from the two high-energy
y-ray transitions at 4945 and 3684 keV, which arise
from capture in the holder. In addition, these two v rays,
whose energies have been determined to high precision,”
served as convenient vy-ray energy standards. Other
sources of background were materially reduced by ap-
propriate shielding.

This facility was used to view the high-energy pri-
mary y-ray transitions. Low-energy transitions were so
strongly attenuated in the neutron shielding material
placed between the reactor orifice and the Ge(Li) de-
tector that they could not be utilized to any meaningful
extent.

The entire spectrum was recorded in 4096-channel
pulse-height analyzer for which no electronic biasing
arrangement was employed. Digital zero and gain sta-
bilization was employed at the ADC of the analyzer to

1 G, E. Thomas, D. E. Blatchley, and L. M. Bollinger, Nucl.
Instr. Methods (to be published).
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Fi6. 3. Representation of the external thermal-neutron beam facility.

avoid the usual difficulties associated with electronic
drifts to which the high-energy pulse-height region is
extremely sensitive. No gain shift or line broadening was
evident in runs lasting in excess of 24 h. In order to
accurately determine the energies of the spectral lines,
the system was periodically calibrated with a voltage
pulser. The centroids of both spectrum lines and cali-
bration lines and the peak areas of the Sc lines were
determined by a computer program'® which employed
a Gaussian line shape in a variable-metric minimization
procedure. In conjunction with this calibration method,
the carbon ground-state vy ray (4945.4 keV)' and the
0.511-MeV annihilation radiation peaks in the spectrum
were employed as energy standards. This analysis per-
mitted the determination of the y-ray energies of the
stronger and/or more isolated Sc*® peaks within an un-
certainty of ~1 keV.

This analysis took account of the presence of double-
and single-escape peaks, as well as of the full-energy
peaks which were observed for the stronger transitions.
The ratio of the detection efficiency for the double-
escape peak to that for single escape was found to be
10:1, independent of energy. The efficiency for double-
escape peaks was observed to be ~10 times that for
full-energy peaks at E,=4 MeV, and this ratio increased
monotonically to ~30 at £,=9 MeV. Some spectral
regions were complicated by the close proximity of the
various types of lines associated with different vy rays.
To clarify these situations and to corroborate the identi-
fication of certain lines as double-escape peaks, the de-
tector system was operated in a pair-spectrometer mode
in which the Ge(Li) detector was straddled by two
4% 4-in. NaI(TI) scintillators mounted 180° apart. The
relatively small solid angle of this pair-spectrometer ar-
rangement reduced the counting rate in the double-
escape peak to about 59, of that for the singles mode of
operation. Hence, the pair mode was utilized mainly
for clarification and confirmation; the singles spectrum
was used for the main analysis.

18 W. C. Davidon, Argonne National Laboratory Report No.
ANL-5990 (Rev. 2), 1966 (unpublished); H. H. Bolotin, in Slow-
Neutron Capture Gamma-Ray Spectroscopy, edited by H. H. Bolo-
tin, Argonne National Laboratory Report No. ANL-7282,
1966, paper D-3 (unpublished).

B. External-Beam Facility

An external-beam facility was empolyed to carry out
low-energy singles and coincidence y-ray investigations
of high- and low-energy and of low- and low-energy v-
ray cascades. These studies were made with the exclu-
sive use of Ge(Li) detectors!? in order to obtain experi-
mental data with the highest possible energy resolution.
A highly collimated external beam of thermal neutrons,
effectively free of fast neutrons (Cd ratio=3550) and
pile v rays, was extracted from a modified thermal-
column facility at the Argonne CP-5 reactor. A sche-
matic representation of this facility is shown in Fig. 3.
An extremely well-defined thermal-neutron beam (ther-
mal flux=5X107 neutrons cm—2 sec™!, diameter=0.75
in.) was obtained by means of a conventional collimator
fitted with defining apertures of Li°F disks enriched?®
to 95.59%, in Li%. The targets consisted of pressed cylin-
drical pellets of high-purity SceOs which were contained
in thin (4.5 mg/cm?) aluminum holders.

Two planar drifted Ge(Li) detectors (each~3.5 cm?
active volume) were mounted at right angles to each
other and positioned 1.5 in. from the beam axis. Both
detectors were shielded by thin (0.25-cm thick)LitF
disks to prevent scattered neutrons from entering the
detectors or detector housings.

The y-y coincidence data were stored on a two-param-
eter magnetic-tape storage unit in a 1024 X 1024-channel
pulse-height array. A 4096-channel ADC was empolyed
in each leg of the coincidence system in order to obtain
the pulse-height resolution capabilities of the large
ADC’s while any desired 1024-channel segment of each
4096-channel spectrum was selected for storage. The
storage capacity of the magnetic tape was ~2.75X10°
event-address pairs.

A time-to-pulse-height converter?! served as the basis
of the fast coincidence timing unit. The output signals
of two highly stable single-channel pulse-height anal-

19 A preliminary description of the use of this method in thermal-
neutron-capture y-ray studies was included in a paper presented
by the author at the Conference on Semiconductor Nuclear
Radiation Detectors and Circuits, Gatlinburg, Tenn., 1967
(unpublished).

20 Fabricated by Oak Ridge Stable Isotopes Sales, Oak Ridge
National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, Tenn.

21 R. Roddick and F. J. Lynch, IEEE Trans. Nucl. Sci. 11,
399 (1964).
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TasLE 1. Summary of the primary high-energy y-ray energies and relative intensities, and the excitation energies of states
populated directly from the capture state of the thermal-neutron-capture reaction Sc6(i,y)Sc*.

Excitation y-ray Excitation y-ray
Transition energy* energy Relative Transition energy® energy Relative
number  (keV) (keV) intensity® number (keV) (keV) intensity®
1 0 87671 74411 62 . 5907+3 13.44:2.2
2 142 862441 2.240.3 63 .. 589941 49 +8
3 227 853941 45 +7 64 . 587444 2.6+0.5
4 289 8477+1 6.911.0 65 . 58685 2.540.6
5 444 8321+1 20 £3 66 e 586043 1.6+0.3
6 585 818241 100 67 ... 58222 4.7+0.8
7 627 81391 27 +4 68 e 580442 5.540.9
8 835 79301 59409 69 cee 5795+3 3.540.6
9 1089 767541 4.0+0.6 70 “ee 578342 10.0£1.5
10 1125 764141 28 +4 7 e 5759+£5 1.940.5
11 1133 763343 2.3+0.4 72 s 5745+1 25 +4
12 1273 74941 5.7+£0.9 73 e 57304 5.241.2
13 1324 74421 2.54+04 74 e 572143 5.8+0.9
14 1391 73752 0.5+£0.2 75 RN 57052 4.6+0.8
15 1397 73702 1.240.2 76 cee 56803 7.9+£1.3
16 1422 734543 0.540.3 77 e 56672 19 +3
17 1430 73362 3.7+0.6 78 o 5651£5 2.440.5
18 1529 723842 8.0+1.3 79 e 563845 1.340.3
19 1645 71211 32 £5 80 e 562442 25 +3
20 1711 705541 5.7+0.9 81 e 55955 1.24+0.3
21 1766 7001£2 2.74£0.5 82 e 5584-+2 16.8+2.7
22 1803 696411 3.7£0.6 83 e 556843 9.341.5
23 1837 693043 0.94:0.2 84 e 555744 9.84+1.7
24 1890 68762 13.542.1 85 e 553944 1.3+0.6
25 1914 68524 3.2+0.8 86 cen 553242 12.14£2.0
26 1924 684241 92 14 87 e 552145 1.540.4
27 1934 68333 2.1£1.0 88 e 550242 7.9+£1.2
28 2046 672041 29 +4 89 .- 548442 22.54+3.5
29 2074 66934 3.1+0.7 90 cen 545544 10.141.9
30 2089 66784 2.040.9 91 e 544743 22.243.7
31 2117 66502 9.941.6 92 e 5418+4 1.440.3
32 2122 6644 +2 11.542.0 93 e 54005 1.4+0.3
33 2131 66352 1.1£0.3 94 .- 538042 10.8+1.7
34 2156 66103 0.8+0.4 95 e 536532 10.61.7
35 2207 65601 44 +7 96 e 534842 14.342.2
36 2225 654242 4.44-0.7 97 e 53372 28 +4
37 2257 650942 92414 98 e 53182 84+14
38 2297 64703 23404 99 e 529745 2.940.7
39 2306 64601 11.8+1.8 100 e 528742 19 +£3
40 2333 643341 1.6+0.3 101 oo 526842 54 +9
41 2401 63663 13.44:2.2 102 e 522745 6.1+£2.0
42 2415 635241 54 +8 103 e 521945 2.540.7
43 2436 63304 3.040.6 104 e 521142 16.7+2.8
44 2446 632041 61 +9 105 cee 51641 21.443.5
45 2455 63123 89+14 106 .. 51552 8.6+1.4
46 2463 63032 18 +3 107 cee 5140+5 6.54+1.2
47 2525 624245 2.240.7 108 e 512943 13.1£2.2
48 2532 62345 1.2+0.6 109 cee 51065 6.8+£1.9
49 2544 622345 2.0£0.6 110 v 508542 18.6+3.0
50 2554 621245 3.3+0.8 111 e 5053+3 74+14
51 2561 62054 89414 112 e 50394 6.141.1
52 2572 61952 12.542.0 113 e 499441 29.3+4.3
53 2582 61845 3.7£0.8 114 ‘.- 497541 75 x11
54 2593 617341 51 +£8 115 e 491942 13.84+2.2
55 .- 611942 4.74+0.8 116 e 489945 1.740.6
56 e 61002 9.54+1.5 117 e 489142 17.842.8
57 .. 60682 8.3+1.3 118 e 48832 18.5£2.9
58 cee 605741 32 £35 119 cee 487544 2.540.6
59 oo 604841 14.74+2.2 120 cee 482242 144424
60 cee 59801 7.0+1.0 121 e 481245 5.6£1.1
61 e 592844 3.3+£0.8 122 e 4775+5 1.440.5

s All of the listed excitation energies were determined from the measured neutron binding energy and the energies of those transitions which were
taken as primary v rays under the usual and reliable assumption that (except for the group of very light nuclides) transitions that have energies =70%,
of the binding energy are primary. A considerable number of transitions with energies lower than this conservative criterion were cbserved. Many of
these transitions are most probably primary, and if so taken agree quite well with transitions terminating at states observed in previously reported (d,p)
work (Ref. 1). However, since these transition energies do not meet the criterion adopted for their assignment as primary v rays, the excitation ener-
gies of the terminal states of these transitions have been omitted. It works little hardship on the reader to supply these excitation energies from the
listed transition energies numbered 55-122 if subsequent findings offer stronger evidence that they are primary.

b The errors assigned to the relative intensities listed here also reflect the ~15% uncertainty quoted for the intensities of the transitions in nitrogen
(Ref. 16) which were used in the empirical determination of the relative double-escape-peak detection efficiencies of the Ge(Li) detector (Fig. 2). The
strengths of all lines listed have been corrected for detector efficiency and have been normalized to that of the strongest transition (8182 keV) obser-
ved in the spectrum. No attempt was made to establish the intensities of these transitions in percent per neutron capture by comparing the relative inten-
sitiﬁs ?bsqli)\ied with those of Ref. 7. The spectra observed by these authors contain too large a number of unresolved transitions for such a comparison
to be feasible.
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yzers—one set of the prompt time pulse-height distribu-
tion and the other set of the chance portion of the dis-
tribution—were recorded on the magnetic tape as fast-
coincidence ‘““total” and ‘‘chance” labels for each re-
corded event which satisfied the triple slow-coincidence
requirement. Thus, the total and chance coincidence
spectra were simultaneously registered and were sepa-
rately scanned during the tape-searching process with
the aid of these assignation labels.

Two separate sets of v~y coincidence studies were con-
ducted. One detector was always set to record the low-
energy portion of the spectrum while the second detector
registered either (a) the high-energy spectrum (~7-9
MeV) or (b) the low-energy spectrum.

The energy resolution of the Ge(Li) detector is suffi-
cient to delineate single primary transitions which signal
the population of individual low-lying states. Coinci-
dence spectra recorded between these vy-ray transitions
and the low-energy transitions issuing and cascading
from these particular states are capable of defining both
the decay characteristics of these states and the sub-
sequent population and decay of lower levels. The
coincidence relationships established among the group
of low-energy transitions serve to complement and ex-
tend the information gleaned from the high-energy/low-
energy coincidence studies.

III. RESULTS
A. High-Energy Spectrum

Figure 4 displays the singles spectrum of the pri-
mary high-energy capture v rays from the reaction

GAMMA-RAY ENERGY, keV (Double escape peak)

Sc#(n,v)Sc*. This spectrum was recorded in a run last-
ing 24 h. The analysis based on this spectrum yielded
assignments of double-escape, single-escape, and full-
energy peaks that are felt to be unambiguous. Without
exception, these double-escape peak assignments were
corroborated by the pair-spectrometer spectrum (which
records only double-escape peaks) taken over the iden-
tical energy range. The high-energy v-ray energies and
relative intensities determined for this reaction are listed
in Table I. The excitation energies of terminal states so
populated have been obtained under the usual and well-
founded assumption that, in this mass region, v rays
that have energies=> 709, of the neutron binding energy
are primary transitions proceeding directly from the
capture state to low-lying excited states.

The neutron binding energy was determined to be
87671 keV from the energy of the observed primary
transition to the ground state. (This ground-state as-
signment is confirmed in Sec. IIIB.) This value of the
neutron separation energy is in excellent agreement with
the value 87665 keV reported by Wasson® from an
investigation of the same reaction, the mass-adjusted
value?? of 876744 keV and the neutron binding energy
of 87644-8 keV derived from the (d,p) Q value reported
by Rapaport et al.,! but deviates slightly from the value
8760.541.0 keV derived from the (#,y) studies of
Orphan et al.® Spectral complexities and other sources
of uncertainties combined to terminate efforts for fur-

ther analysis below a y-ray energy of ~4800 keV.

. H. E. Mattauch, W. Thiele, and A. H. Wapstra, Nucl.
Phys '67, 32 (1965).
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Fic. 5. Representative high-
energy Ge(Li) singles pulse-
height spectrum obtained in
the external beam arrangement
for the reaction Sc*(zn,y)Sc?s.
The lettered and cross-hatched
double-escape peaks are the
ones that served as coinci-
dence gates in the two-param-
eter magnetic-tape-searching
procedure for the low-energy
coincidence spectra shown in
Fig. 6. The double-escape peaks
—  arelabeled with their respective
y-ray energies.
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The summary of high-energy v rays presented in
Table I contains 122 transitions down to a y-ray energy
of 4775 keV. The excitation energies of the terminal
levels of the 54 highest energy v rays that satisfied the
criterion adopted for the assignment of primary tran-
sitions are also specified in Table I. It should be pointed
out that there is a considerable numer of the lower en-
ergy transitions which, if considered primary, lead to
population of states whose excitation energies are in
good agreement with some of the states observed in the
(d,p) work of Rapaport ef al.! However, since the en-
ergies of these vy rays do not fully meet the self-imposed
(albeit conservative) definition of ‘‘primary,” and since
there could well be accidental agreement between the
energies that would correspond to the terminal states
of these v rays and the energies of the (d,p)-excited
states, the other 68 transitions of lower energy have
been arbitrarily excluded from the primary category.
The energies of these transitions are listed in Table I
so that the associated excitation energies of their ter-
minal states can be specified if further evidence leads
to their assignment as primary v rays.

B. Low-Energy Transitions and
v-v Coincidence Studies

1. Low-Energy v-Ray Singles M easurements

The spectrum of low-energy v rays from the
Sc#(n,v)Sc* reaction was recorded in the external-beam
facility. The energy calibration was obtained by use of
well-known energy standards and a series of pulser
calibration peaks in a manner analogous to that utilized

for the primary y-ray spectrum. In the energy range
below~2 MeV, the detection efficiency of the Ge(Li)
detector employed was determined for each peak with
the aid of single y-ray lines from intensity-calibrated
sources.?® Table IT lists the energies and relative inten-
sities of the transitions observed up to an energy of
~900 keV. These entries are generally in good agree-
ment with those of Van Assche ef al.2 and Orphan
et al.®

2. High-Low vy-y Coincidences

Two-parameter -y coincidence spectra were re-
corded with one Ge(Li) detector set to accept the high-
energy primary transitions in the y-ray energy range
from ~6.8-9 MeV, while the second Ge(Li) detector
viewed the low-energy events up to a y-ray energy of
~2 MeV. These coincidence spectra were recorded over
a 100-h period. A portion of a singles high-energy spec-
trum, delineating particular primary transitions that
served as coincidence gates, is shown in Fig. 5. Repre-
sentative portions of the spectra of low-energy events in
coincidence with these high-energy pulse-height gates
are displayed in Fig. 6. No statistically meaningful
coincidence peaks were observed in the energy range
between ~900 and 2000 keV.

In addition to other pertinent information, these data
provide unambiguous corroboration that the terminal
state of the 8767-keV transition, whose energy was
adopted as the neutron binding energy, is indeed the
ground state. The vy-ray coincidence relationships, as

23 Obtained from D. W. Engelkemeir.
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determined from this series of spectra, are summarized
in Table III.

The y-ray decays of those low-lying states directly
populated by the selected primary transitions are seen
to be distinctive, and relatively free of complexity. It
is evident that had a NaI(Tl) detector been empolyed
to view the high-energy transitions, the lack of good
energy resolution would have prevented the clear-cut
selection of individual transitions. Even if Ge(Li) de-
tectors had been used to register these transitions, but
NalI(TIl) scintillators had been used for the low-energy
7 rays, the important separation of closely spaced tran-
sitions (such as the 216- and 227-keV peaks) would not
have been possible. Thus, in order to fully exploit the
coincidence technique and to obtain meaningful and
unequivocally definitive spectra, is was necessary to
employ Ge(Li) in both arms of the coincidence system.
The detection efficiency of such a combination of solid-
state detectors is considerably lower than that of a
NaI(T1)-Ge(Li) detector pair, but the increased clarity
and unambiguous quality of the resultant spectra ob-
tained with two Ge(Li) detectors more than compen-
sates for the efficiency loss. Indeed, it is required in
order to clearly establish the coincidence relationships
among the vy-ray transitions.

TaABLE II. Summary of the energies and relative intensities of
the low-energy v rays included in the proposed decay scheme of
Fig. 9.

Transition energy? Relative y-ray

(keV) intensities?
52.0 8.9
142.5 33
147.0 39
216.1 20
227.8¢ 68¢
228.7¢ 32¢
280.8 1.9
295.2 34
400.1 2.0
486.2 34
497.9 0.4
539.2 5.7
547.3 2.0
554.5 13.9
585.0 16.0
627.5 18.8
722.1 44
773.9 43
807.6 4.2
835.2 14
844.0 1.1
860.7 3.4
899.0 2.2

a The estimated errors assigned to the transition energies are ~0.4 keV
for energies <300 keV and ~0.7 keV for those of higher energy.

b The relative intensities of the vy rays were normalized to the sum of the
intensities observed for the 227.8- and 228.7-KeV transitions which were
unresolved in the present investigation. An ~159%, error is to be associated
with these values.

¢ Since these vy rays were unresolved in the present work, the energies and
relative intensities were taken from the work of Ref. 2. It should be pointed
out that the average of their energies, weighted by their quoted intensities,
differs by less than 0.1 keV from that determined for the unresolved
doublet in the present investigation.
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F16. 6. Representative portions of the low-energy spectra in
coincidence with the correspondingly labeled high-energy tran-
sitions shown in Fig. 5. The upper curve is the singles spectrum
recorded under the same experimental conditions as the four lower
coincidence spectra. In this figure, no corrections have been made
for the presence of chance coincidences or of coincidences with
transitions of higher pulse heights whose continua underlie the
particular high-energy coincidence gates employed. The contribu-
tion from chance coincidences can be assessed by comparing the
magnitude of the 142-keV transition (which follows the decay of
the 142-keV 19-sec isomeric level and for which no prompt coinci-
dences are recorded) in the coincidence spectra with that of the
same transition in the singles spectrum (upper portion of figure)
whose shape the chance coincidence spectrum follows.

3. Low-Low v~y Coincidences

In this series of runs, both Ge(Li) detectors were set
to view the low-energy vy-ray spectra below ~ 1600 keV.
The acquisition of these data required an experimental
running time of ~40 h. Representative portions of these
low-low coincidence spectra are shown in Fig. 7. All low-
low coincidence transitions that are considered well-
defined are tabulated in Table IV.

The combination of increased detection efficiency and
the higher intensity of the low-energy v rays resulted
in coincidence spectra of good statistical quality. Again,
had either arm of the coincidence system been a NaI(Tl)
detector, the individual lines in regions of close-lying
peaks could not have been selected unambiguously by
the coincidence gate nor could these multiplets have
been separated in the gated coincidence spectra. Thus
even in the case of low-low coincidences, the use of two
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TasLE IV. Results of coincidence studies among
the low-energy ~ rays.
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F16. 7. Typical portions of the low-energy spectra in coincidence
with the particular low-energy coincidence gates specified by the
cross-hatched peaks of the singles spectrum shown in the upper
portion of this figure. The three lower coincidence spectra shown
have not been corrected for chance coincidences or for coincidence
contributions due to those portions of the Compton distributions
of higher energy transitions which underlie the respective coinci-
dence gates used. The chance contribution can be estimated from a
comparison of the singles spectrum (whose shape the chance
coincidence spectrum follows) and the magnitude of the 142-keV
peak (which follows the decay of the noncoincident 19-sec iso-
meric level) in the coincidence spectra.

Ge(Li) detectors is dictated by the experimental
situation.

IV. LEVEL SCHEME

The results of the primary high-energy singles y-ray
studies listed in Table I have established the positions of
53 excited states up to 2593 keV. In Fig. 8 the states be-
low an excitation energy of ~2600keV inSc*, which pre-

TasLE III. Results of coincidence studies between
high-energy primary and low-energy v rays.

Energies of

primary transitions  Energies of coincident

vious workers®? and the present author observed to be
populated by primary transitions following the reaction
Sc#(n,v)Sc*, are compared schematically with those ex-
cited states reported by Rapaport et al.! in their (d,p)
studies. Every state that Wasson® observed to be fed
by primary transitions has been corroborated in the
present work. Conversely, the improved experimental
conditions of the present work permitted the observation
of a host of levels and/or the resolution of closely spaced
doublets, etc., which were not defined in Wasson’s study
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F1c. 8. Comparison of the states observed to be populated by
primary transitions following the reaction Sc*5(n,y)Sc% in the
experiments reported in Refs. 8, 9, and the present work, together
with those excited states seen in the (d,p) studies of Ref. 1, up to
an excitation energy of ~2600 keV.
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F16. 9. Proposed level scheme of Sc#¢ deduced fromJthelvarious coincidence and singles y-ray investigations of the present work. This
scheme was constructed without recourse to either the previously reported (n,v) bent-crystal-spectrometer results (Ref. 2) or the (d,p)
work of Rapaport ef al. (Ref. 1). The excitation energies are expressed in keV. Those levels marked on the left by upward-pointing flags
are those that were observed to be populated by primary transitions from the capture state. Those levels marked on the right by down-
ward-pointing flags are levels associated with reported (d,p) population. The levels observed to be populated in the present work are
designated by full horizontal lines across the level scheme. The (d,p) states whose identification with the (,v) levels is somewhat doubt-
ful because their energies do not quite agree are shown as short lines at the right and again at the left, with no connection across the
diagram. The states designated by © are those that were established in the present work on the basis of the presently reported coinci-
dence studies. The 774-keV state is the only level presented which is based solely upon the energy balance of low-energy transitions.
Consequently, it is not proposed as confidently as are the states assigned on the basis of the coincidence results. The proposed spins
and parities of the levels are shown immediately to the left of the levels. The capture state is characterized by spin 3~ and/or 4~. The I,
values reported in (2,p) studies (Ref. 1) are shown at the extreme left. Those I, values that were deemed uncertain by the authors of the
(d,p) work, or that the present author judged to be equivocal on the basis of the angular distributions presented in Ref. 1, are enclosed
in parentheses. The levels designated by /,=2 are tentatively assigned from the Ti¥(d,He3)Sc* work of Ref. 4.

of the same reaction. However, a comparison (Fig. 8) of
the present work with that of Orphan ef al.® reveals the
somewhat larger number of transitions reported in their
study of the primary transitions. Without exception,
the relative intensities these authors ascribe to these
additional transitions are small. Despite this, a few of
these v rays have intensities? equal to, or somewhat
greater than, those of transitions seen in the present in-
vestigation. It may be of interest to note that of their
19 additional transitions that correspond to terminal
states below ~1500-keV excitation, not one feeds a

level seen in the (d,p) studies.! Although it is possible
that all of these levels are too weakly populated in (d,p)
stripping to have been observed, the probability for this
nonconcurrence is quite small—especially since the spec-
tra of states populated both by primary ¥ rays and by
(d,p) stripping show no evidence of correlation between
the intensities of population by the two processes.

All of these additional lines are sufficiently displaced
in energy from other transitions to remove the possi-
bility of a masking effect due to close-lying transitions.
It is therefore surprising that, with comparable energy
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resolution in these two sets of investigations, neither in
the presently reported high-energy singles spectrum
(recorded with much better statistical accuracy than
the spectrum obtained by the MIT group®) nor in the
pair-spectrometer run of the present work (also ob-
tained with higher statistical accuracy and with a larger
peak-to-underlying-continuum ratio than the pair-spec-
trometer spectrum obtained by Orphan ef al.?) was even
the strongest of these additional transitions observed
in the presently reported investigation. In light of the
foregoing considerations, it is possible that these tran-
sitions have properly been assigned to the Sc*(n,y)Sc*®
reaction; but is is also possible that these transitions
may be due to sample impurities or other contaminants.
In either case, the burden of properly assigning these
additional transitions must remain the responsibility of
the authors who observed them.

The proposed level diagram (Fig. 9), summarizes
states up to an excitation energy of 1645 keV, and sche-
matically identifies those states populated directly from
the capture state by upward pointing flags on the left.
The states at excitation energies of 289, 627, 1088, and
1273 keV, which Van Assche et al.2 had previously in-
ferred from energy sums of the observed low-energy
transitions, have been corroborated and more definitely
established in the present work from the energies of the
primary vy rays alone. When the low-energy singles re-
sults (Table IT) and the summaries of the coincidence
studies (Tables III and IV) are combined with the re-
sults of the primary high-energy y-ray investigation,
the detailed interrelationships serve to place additional
states and intervening low-energy transitions in the
proposed level scheme.

As expected, primary «y-ray transitions (predomi-
nantly dipole in character) are not seen to terminate
at all levels reported from the (d,p) investigations.
However, in several instances in which dipole transitions
are allowed, the y-ray resolution is sufficiently improved
over the charged-particle resolution to resolve some
states seen as single in (d,p) work into close-lying
doublets. It should be pointed out that below 1650 keV
every state reported in the (d,p) stripping studies ap-
pears to be seen also in the present (n,v) spectra. How-
ever, some questions of identification arise as a result
of small but possibly significant energy mismatches and
the fact that some states appear to be single in the (d,p)
spectra but are seen to be doublets in the (#,y). In
addition, the present studies have also defined some
states in this region that were not observed in the (d,p)
work. This confirms the introductory expectation that
the combination of primary and secondary y-ray tran-
sitions following thermal-neutron capture—which is un-
encumbered by the same type of selection and intensity
rules that govern (d,p) studies—could populate low-
lying states independent of their constitution.

The 52-keV transition, between the first excited state
and the ground state, was observed in the singles spec-
trum but was not found in any coincidence spectrum.
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These findings justify both its placement and isomeric
nature. The results of Van Assche et al.,? Neill ef al.,!
and Andreeff ef al.% had already dictated this placement
for the 52-keV transition (¢1,=11 usec) in the level
scheme.

The 19-sec isomeric second excited state was observed
to decay by the emission of the 142-keV v ray in a
“beam-off”’ experiment. The observation of a weak
8624-keV transition established the placement of this
state, and the totally negative results of coincidence
studies in the “‘beam-off”” condition, immediately follow-
ing “beam-on” irradiations, confirms it decay solely to
the ground state. These results are in agreement with
the findings of previous investigators.2:3:1!

At this point, it may be illuminating to discuss the
¢227- and 228-keV”’ transitions which were unresolved
in the present work. This low-energy “peak’” was not
found to be in self-coincidence. However, the coinci-
dence spectra that involve this peak show unambigu-
ously that it is composed of two closely spaced tran-
sitions. This peak is in coincidence with the 554- and
8539-keV v rays, the latter of which establishes a state
at 227 keV which decays directly to the ground state.
A combination of the 228-554- and 7930-554-keV coinci-
dent cascades can only be explained by the existence
of a state at 280 keV, from which a strong 228-keV
transition proceeds to the 52-keV isomeric first excited
state. If there were only one “227-keV transition,” the
coincidences between this ¥ ray and the 554-keV tran-
sition would imply a prompt, unobserved, and fairly
strong intervening 53-keV transition. Since this ‘“‘miss-
ing” transition must be either E1 or M1 (the only
multipolarities with single-particle speeds fast enough
to register within the 50-nsec resolving time employed),
less than 259, of the decays would be expected to pro-
ceed by internal conversion. Thus the y-ray intensity
should be ample for easy observation in the coincidence
studies. No evidence for a 53-keV transition was found
in any coincidence spectrum. Thus, the conclusion that
the “227-keV peak” is double is unavoidable. This
doublet is also evident in the bent-crystal-spectrometer
work of Van Assche ef al.2 and Neill e al.** However, it
is of interest that the presence of the doublet and the
placement of both the 227- and 228-keV transitions
could be demonstrated in the coincidence studies with-
out recourse to the excellent bent-crystal-spectrometer
work in which this doublet was resolved.

The present coincidence studies have established the
decay scheme up to the state at 1125-keV excitation
energy. The only exception was the level at 774 keV,
which was observed in the (d,p) work of Rapaport
et al.! and for which both the present work and that
with the bent-crystal spectrometer? obtained excellent
energy balances for decay by emission of a 774-keV vy
ray to the ground state and a 722-keV « to the 52-keV
level. Except for the isomeric levels, all other states up
to 1125 keV were observed to be populated and/or de-
populated, as shown in the scheme of Fig. 9, in the
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coincidence investigations. Several significant differ-
ences exist between the present level scheme and that
proposed by Van Assche ef al.? The 486-keV transition,
not placed in their scheme, was seen in coincidence with
the 228-keV and 554-keV transitions. These coincidence
results coupled with the strength of this line strongly
suggest that it is fed from the state at 1324 keV. The
previous authors inferred from their accurate energies
and the scintillation studies of Bolotin,® who reported
that a peak at ~530 keV was in coincidence with the
peak at ~225 keV, that the 539-keV v ray fed the 444~
keV level. However, the present work definitely shows
that this level is fed by the 547-keV y ray (not placed in
the previous scheme), thus removing their proposed 984-
keV state and supplanting it with one at 991 keV. The
present work also established the 539-585-, 539-295-,
and 539-7641-keV coincident cascades, thus placing the
539- keV v ray as proceeding from the 1125-keV level.

Several of the transitions observed in the singles -
ray spectrum were too weak to be seen in the coinci-
dence studies. A few of these v rays have been included
in the decay scheme of Fig. 9 on the basis of energy
balances and intensity considerations. However, it
should be pointed out that although these placements
are the same as those proposed by Van Assche e al.,?
they are not as confidently assigned as are those in-
ferred from the y-ray coincidence results. Additional
weak transitions, some of which were not observed in
the present investigation, were placed between particu-
lar pairs of these levels by Van Assche ef @¢l.2 on the
basis of excellent energy balances, but are not shown
on the present scheme (Fig. 9). Their absence in this
scheme in no way implies that these assignments by
Van Assche ef al.? are not correct—it merely reflects the
fact that Fig. 9 includes only those particulars of the
scheme that were either established or corroborated in
the present work.

Those states previously reported to be populated in
the (d,p) investigations!® are shown in Fig. 9 and desig-
nated by downward pointing flags on the right. In all
cases in which the energy agreement was not good
enough to establish the correspondence between (1,y)
and (d,p) levels, both excitation energies are presented.

V. DISCUSSION
1. Ground State

The measured?* spin of 4, the strong (d,p) population
and /,=3 assignment (so 7= ), the primary transition
to the ground state from the 3= and/or 4~ neutron-
capture state, and the characteristics?® of the 8 decay
of this level to states in Ti%, all combine to confidently

2 F. Russell Petersen and H. A. Shugart, Phys. Rev. 128,
1740 (1962).

% Nuclear Data Sheets, compiled by K. Way et al. (U. S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, National Academy of Sciences—National
Research Council, Washington 25, D. C., 1961), NRC 60-2-30
and NRC 60-2-33.
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assign the spin and parity of the ground state of Sc%
as 4+,

2. 52-keV State

The 52-keV state decays directly to the 4t ground
state with a measured® half-life of 10.64-0.6 usec, which
is consistent with the single-particle speed of an E2 tran-
sition. The strength of the (d,p) population of this level
is approximately twice that of any other /,=3 states.
Since this stripping strength is proportional to (2741),
a spin of 6% is indicated. The lack of primary vy-ray
population (M2 in this case) also is consistent with a 6+
assignment.

3. 142-keV State

The 142-keV level decays solely to the 4+ ground
state with a half-life of 19 sec (consistent with the
single-particle speed of an £3 or M3 transition). The
Ti¥(d,He®)Sc* reaction studies* indicate that this state
has I,=2 (or 0) character and therefore negative parity.
The proton-hole nature of this level is consistent with
its lack! of (d,p) population. The above considerations
rule out the possibility of an M3 assignment for the
142-keV transition and serve tolimit the spin and parity
of this level to either 1~ or 7—. The lack of decay from
this state to the 6% 52-keV level strongly favors the 1~
assignment. In addition, the small (but definite) pri-
mary y-ray population from the spin 3= and/or 4-
neutron-capture state suggests that a 1~ assignment for
the 142-keV level (in which case the primary transition
is E2) is to be preferred to a 7~ assignment (with an E3
primary transition).

4. 227-keV State

The l,=3 assignment for the 227-keV state dictates
a positive parity. This level decays only to the 4+
ground state and not to the 1~ 142-keV or 6+ 52-keV
levels. This suggests a 3t or 4% assignment for this
level and an M1 character for the 227-keV v-ray tran-
sition. Primary v-ray population of this state supports
these two spin possibilities. Consideration of the decay
characteristics of the 280-, 289-, 444~  and 774-keV levels
proscribes the 4+ alternative.

5. 280-keV State

The proton angular distribution observed in the
(d,p) studies of the 280-keV state suggests an /,=1
assignment and therefore a positive parity. The strong
y-ray decay of this level to the 52-keV state (6%),
along with the weak transition to the 4+ ground state,
suggests a 5t spin and parity assignment. The absence
of a primary vy-ray transition to this level does not
argue against such an assignment, despite the lack of
the possible E1 transition to it. Since the capture state
is compound statistical, the strength of transitions from
unbound resonance-capture states to a given final state



1328

is expected to be governed by a broad distribution of
partial y-ray widths.?® This distribution predicts a pre-
ponderance of partial radiative transition widths that
are small compared to the average radiation width for
primary transitions to that final state from many re-
sonances. The thermal-capture state (which is charac-
terized by the weighted contribution of several reso-
nances) may indeed have a 4~ contribution, but the
possible E1 primary transition from this state to the
280-keV level (57) may be too weak to have been ob-
served in the present work. (In this context, while a
relatively strong primary transition to a given final
state can be viewed as positive evidence of its low
multipolarity, the lack of observation of a primary tran-
sition to a particular low-lying level does not positively
rule out the possibility that a low-multipolarity tran-
sition may be allowed but be so weak as to escape de-
tection.) From the indicated 5t assignment of the 280-
keV level, one might perhaps speculate that the possible
4~ spin contribution to the thermal-capture state is
small, and the remaining 3~ component would raise
the multipolarity of the “missing” primary transition
to the 280-keV 5* state to M2. An M2 transition is not
expected to compete favorably with dipole primary
transitions to nearby low-lying excited states. As at-
tractive as this simplifying suggestion might appear, the
statistical distribution of partial radiation widths which
governs the decay of the capture state will not permit
such a positive assessment to stand in the absence of
additional corroborative evidence.

The lack of a 53-keV y-ray transition from the 280-
keV level to the 227-keV state has been remarked upon
earlier (Sec. IV). The absence of this 53-keV transition
(single-particle speed ~107% sec for an M1 transition,
~1075 sec for an E2) in competition with the 228-keV
M1 transition (single-particle speed ~1072 sec) to the
52-keV 6% state, is consistent with both a spin and
parity of 5* for the 280-keV level and the 3+ assignment
of the 227-keV state. The 280-keV ground-state tran-
sition from this level tends to exclude spins greater
than 5*, while a 4+ assignment to either or both of
these levels appears to be at variance with the available
experimental evidence.

6. 289-keV State

The lack of (d,p) population of this 289-keV level
coupled with the proton-hole (probably dss™!) assign-
ment resulting from the (d,He®) studies! argues for a
negative parity. In the present work, this level has
been observed to decay to the 1~ isomeric state at
142-keV and to the 227-keV level via a very weak 62-
keV transition in the scheme of Van Assche ef al.2 The
prompt nature of the decay of the 289-keV state by way
of the 147-keV transition, established in the present
investigation, would argue against an E£2 character for
this y ray (single-particle speed ~10—¢ sec) and would

26 C. E. Porter and R. G. Thomas, Phys. Rev. 104, 483 (1956).
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tend to specify this as an M1 transition and restrict
the spin possibilities of this level to be <2. The re-
ported assignment? of a 62-keV «y-ray branch from
this state to the 227-keV level (preferred spin 3*) would
suggest the assignment of some E1 component to this
transition (single-particle speed ~3X10~2 sec if E1;
~1073 sec if M2), in order to allow competition with
the 147-keV M1 branch. A spin of <2~ for the 289-keV
level not only discriminates against a possible 4* assign-
ment for the 227-keV state and leaves open only the 3+
assignment for that level, but prescribes a 2~ designa-
tion for the 289-keV level. The presence of a primary
transition to the 289-keV level in consistent with a 2~
assignment (in which case the primary transition would
be M1). The decay of the 585-keV state to this level
(Sec. V8) also favors this spin assignment.

7. 444-keV State

The 1,=3 assignment for this 444-keV level, the
strong decay of this level to the 3+ 227-keV state, and
the relatively intense primary y-ray transition populat-
ing the state under consideration leads to spin possi-
bilities of 2+, 3t, or 4t for this state. The lack of a
transition between this level and the 4+ ground state
(by way of an energy-favored M1 transition) suggests
the exclusion of the 3* and 4* possibilities, and leaves
the 2+ assignment for this level. If the placement of an
extremely weak 302-keV y-ray branch from this state
to that at 142-keV (1) (which Van Assche ef al.2
hesitantly proposed) is correct, the 2+ assignment of
the 444-keV level is somewhat strengthened.

8. 585-keV State

The lack of significant (d,p) population? and the pro-
ton-hole character* (probably [,=2) for this 585-keV
state, are mutually consistent and specify negative
parity. The 8182-keV primary transition to this level
is by far the most intense seen to any of the low-lying
states. The parities of the initial and final states re-
quire an M1 transition and restrict the spin possibilities
of the 585-keV level to be 2~, 3=, 4, or 5=. The strong
decay of this state to both the 289-keV (2-) state and
ground state (41) favors a 3~ assignment. The weak
branching to the 227-keV (3*) and 142-keV (1) levels
assigned by Van Assche ef al.? supports this 3~
designation.

9. 627-keV State

The absence of observed (d,p) strength? to this 627-
keV level, and the probable /,=2 or 0 proton-hole
nature? of this state label it as negative parity. The
strong 627-keV transition from this level to the ground
state (41), the weak 400-keV vy-ray branch to the 227-
keV 3+ level, and the lack of branching to any other
lower-lying state (especially to the 2~ proton-hole state
at 289-keV) help to establish this as a 4~ level. The
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primary y-ray transition to this state is consistent with
this assignment.

10. 774-keV State

The ,=1 or 3 (therefore positive parity) assignment
to the 774-keV state and the decay of this level to the
spin-4+ ground state and 6% first excited state sug-
gests an assignment of 5% for this level. The absence of
a branch to the 227-keV state is also consistent with
the 3+ assignment of that level.

11. 835-keV State

The observed decay of the 835-keV level to the 5t
state at 280 keV and to the 4+ ground state and also
the lack of an observed branch v ray to the 227-keV
3+ excited state point to spin 5 for this state—although
the lack of a transition to the 6% first excited state is
not explained. The /,=1 or 3 assignment for the 835-
keV level specifies positive parity. The 7930-keV pri-
mary transition to this level is not inconsistent with
this spin assignment.

12. 991-keV State

The 547-keV transition from the 991-keV state to the
2% level at 444 keV and the lack of observed branching
to any other low-lying state of positive parity makes a
1* assignment attractive for the 991-keV state. The
absence of primary population of this level (M2, in
this case) is consistent with this possible spin and parity.
The lack of possible E1 transitions to the 147-keV (17)
and 289-keV (2-) states would argue against a 1t
assignment, but shell-model considerations (see below)
would tend to soften this objection.

13. 1088-keV State

The branching of this state to the 227-keV (3*) and
280-keV (5t) levels supports a 41 assignment for the
1088-keV level. The I,=1 (d,p) assignment! fixes the
parity as positive. The presence of a 7675-keV primary
transition to this state is consistent with this 4+
assignment.

14. Higher Excited Stales

Although several transitions are shown as proceeding
from the 1125-keV state, their placements are not cer-
tain enough (except for the 539-keV transition) to allow
a meaningful discussion of the decay of this level. Simi-
larly, the lack of definitive evidence about the decay of
higher excited states to lower-lying levels precludes any
detailed assessments of the possible spins and parities
of these levels.

Considerations of regional shell-model systematics
lead to the expectation that the low-lying positive-
parity states would be dominated by the m(f1/2)» (f7/2)®
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configuration (r=protons, »=neutrons) and that the
negative-parity levels would be characterized primarily
by ds2 and/or sy/2 proton-hole configurations. The levels
which have been most confidently assigned negative
parity are those at 142, 289, 585, and 627 keV. In the
(d,He?) work of Yntema et al.,* these states show strong
indications of I,=2 (ds proton-hole) character. With
the possible exception of the 280-keV level (probably
l,=1), all of the low-lying positive-parity states have
been assigned /,=3 and, in general, are consistent with
the 7 (f1/2)»(f7/2)® configuration prescribed by the calcu-
lations of McCullen et al.* Thus, the available evidence
indicates that these anticipated configurations will be
dominant in the low-lying states of Sc?,

These particular configurations would permit M1
transitions between states of like parity, while £1 tran-
sitions would be forbidden between states of different
parity. Indeed, the presence of only these configurations
would imply transitions with M2 or higher multi-
polarity between states of dissimilar parentage.

The observed successful competition of transitions
from several initial negative-parity levels to lower-lying
states of both parities can be taken as evidence of the
presence of anticipated admixtures of other configu-
rations; if only these pure configurations were involved,
an abnormally large M1 retardation factor of ~10%
would necessarily be implied. The invocation of some
configuration admixtures conducive to E1 radiation
appears to be required in order that transitions between
states of unlike parity can proceed with speeds com-
parable to competing M1 transitions that feed final
states of like parity. The magnitude of such admixtures
is difficult to assess from the available experimental
evidence without certain simplifying assumptions. The
known M2 and E1 retardations observed in this mass
region? preclude any detailed evaluation of these ad-
mixtures on the basis of estimates of the single-particle
speeds of the transitions involved. However, calcula-
tions based upon the questionable application of single-
particle estimates point to the need of less than ~0.19,
admixtures of El-conducive configurations to account
for the observed decay characteristics of the low-lying
states of Sc*, One can conceive of several such con-
figuration components; but in the absence of the ad-
ditional information needed to decide among them,
even their enumeration is pointless.

VI. EXPERIMENTAL ASIDE

At this point it might be appropriate to compare the
techniques exploited in the present work with those
previously empolyed in the study of the low-lying ex-
cited states of Sc*6. Any generalizations based upon such
a comparison are equally valid for a host of similar
neutron-capture y-ray studies.

Firstly, (d,p), (¢,He?®), and other charged-particle re-
actions can provide a great deal of information con-

# D. Kurath and R. D. Lawson, Phys. Rev. 161, 915 (1967).
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cerning the detailed parameters of levels populated
(e.g., the excitation energy, orbital angular momentum,
spin in certain favorable cases, etc.) and can help to
establish the particle or hole character of these states.
The combination of these data with that of neutron-
capture y-ray studies, not only adds information con-
cerning those states not populated in any particular
one of these types of investigations, but also can pro-
vide salient details of the properties of states seen in
both studies. These details include «y-ray branching
ratios, limitations on (or determination of) spin and
parity, insight into configuration mixing, and the like.

Secondly, and of more experimental import, is the
comparison of the present methods with other (n,y)
techniques. Certainly, the high-resolution Ge(Li) singles
spectroscopic studies of primary transitions that popu-
late low-lying excited states are recognized as the most
definitive of all techniques empolyed to study the spec-
tra of these transitions. These investigations provide
several types of important information, the simplest
and most straightforward being the establishment of
accurate excitation energies for a host of low-lying ex-
cited states. What is more to the point, however, is the
type of information that can be obtained about tran-
sitions between these low-lying excited states, the de-
lineation of additional states of low excitation energy
not populated in charged-particle or primary vy-ray
studies, and the determination of the y-ray branching
to and from the latter states. The greatly superior
energy resolution of bent-crystal spectrometers below
y-ray energies of ~2 MeV is capable of providing in-
formation about more, and weaker, low-energy tran-
sitions than is the Ge(Li) detector. However, the estab-
lishment of a coherent level scheme from bent-crystal-
spectrometer data, even in combination with infor-
mation gleaned from charged-particle and primary (»,y)
transitions, depends upon precise energy balances. Un-
fortunately, a level scheme based on this technique is,
to some extent, dependent upon confidence that the
statistical expectation for accidental energy balances is
extremely small. However, since the (,y) process popu-
lates a myraid of low-lying states, there are often
several pairs of levels between which a given transition
might be placed. Thus, the comfort provided by small
accidental energy balance probabilities does not en-
gender the highest degree of soul-satisfying reliance,
despite overwhelming appreciation for the degree of
accuracy associated with these energy sums.
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On the other hand, although not blessed with the
energy resolution necessary to resolve all of the tran-
sitions observable by bent-crystal spectroscopy, Ge(Li)
detectors can be empolyed in singles and v~y coincidence
studies between low-energy transitions and both high-
energy primary transitions and low-energy transitions.
In such applications, they are not only capable of re-
vealing many or most of these transitions that are not
of the weakest intensity, but can also establish un-
equivocal data concerning the sequential ordering of
these transitions, and thus a more positive determi-
nation of much of the level scheme. As an almost trival
example in the case of Scf, it is the opinion of this
author that the established coincidence relationship
between the 8539-keV primary transition and the 227-
keV vy ray provides more convincing evidence of the
placement of the latter transition than does the fact
that their energies sum to the binding energy. The
coincidence between them demands that the cascade
proceed to the ground state; a precise energy sum can
only establish a high probability that they do, since it
is extremely difficult for the energy sum to unequi-
vocally reject the possible placement of the 227-keV
v ray elsewhere in the scheme.

These declamatory comparisons are not without their
compromising grace, for it seems obvious that it is
only the combined information gleaned from the use of
both techniques that can provide the most comprehen-
sive and complete establishment of the level scheme.
Fortunately, most shortcomings of one method are
compensated by the strengths of the other. Neither
alone may be totally adequate in the general case, al-
though either by itself may provide sufficiently com-
plete and accurate information in specific studies.
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