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Mobility of Electrons in Compensated Semiconductors. II. Theory*
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A theory of the electron mobility in compensated semiconductors for ionized-impurity scattering is
developed. It differs from the existing theory due to Brooks and Herring in that it avoids the expansion
of Fermi functions in powers of the electrical potential over the temperature. The mobility depends es-
sentially on the pair correlation function between acceptors and donors. A simple model for this correlation
is presented as an example, and an attempt is made to extract the pair-correlation function from the experi-
mentally measured values of the mobility. Strong screening and antiscreening eGects are obtained from
an analysis of the experiment.

1. INTRODUCTION

HE electron mobility in doped semiconductors,
mostly Ge and Si, has been the center of atten-

tion of many investigations, ' both experimental' as well
as theoretical, ' ' in the last twenty years. In particular,
the influence of ionized impurity scattering on the
motion of the electrons has been the subject of the now
classical papers by Conwell and Weisskopf, ' Brooks,"
and Herring. "In all cases mentioned above, the scat-
tering potential due to all the ionized impurities is ap-
proximated by the superposition of Coulomb potentials
of point charges in a dielectric, continuous medium.
However, since the total scattering cross section of a
Coulomb charge diverges due to the long-range char-
acter of the potential, proper care shouM be taken in
screening the "bare" charge or introducing otherwise
suitable cutoffs. In the 6rst paper on the subject', the
differential cross section was cut oG at a given angle
corresponding to an impact parameter equal to half the
average distance between neighboring scattering centers.

The approach of Brooks and Herring' is more ac-
curate and consists of letting the carriers and ionized
impurities redistribute themselves in such a way so as
to produce mutual screening. Since our theory is es-
sentially an extension of that of Brooks and Herring,
which can be applied to compensated semiconductors
at low temperatures where the original treatment fails,
it is important for our purposes to review the salient
features of their calculations and to show explicitly
where their approximations break down.

Let us consider a compensated semiconductor with

where, according to the well-known statistical formulas, '

Se
x,(r) =

1+exp{$eztz(r) —i 7/ktz 7)
(1.2)

xg(r)
xg-(r) =xg(r)— — (1 3)

1+l exp(L| —s~+sv (r)7/&tzT)

xr&(r)
Xtz+(r) = Xrz(r)— . (1.4)

1+l -p(L +«(r) —&7/~ 2'}

E~ donors and A ~ acceptors per unit volume, such that

&L»&~

The following notation is used throughout this paper:
Esz+L1V& 7 average density of ionized donors Lacceptorsj,
x&(r)jx&(r)7 local density of donors Lacceptors7,
Xn+(r) LXz (r)7 local density of ionized donors
acceptors7, rt. average density of electron carriers in
the crystal, X,(r) local density of electron carriers, e
(negative) charge of the electron, ztz(r) self-consistent
electric potential in the crystal, f' Fermi level measured
from the bottom of the conduction band, esz(e&) energy
of the donor (acceptor) level measured from the bottom
of the conduction band, ~ macroscopic dielectric con-
stant of the crystal, m* effective mass of the electron
carriers, 0 volume of the sample. The electron carriers
are scattered by the potential sv(r) which satis6es
Poisson's equation

|7szt =(4zre/zc)LX, (r)+Xg (r) —Xn+(r)7,

If Eq. (1.1) is solved for p (r), the matrix element for
electron scattering is then given by

*Work supported in part by the National Science Foundation
and the Air Force Once of ScientiGc Research.

f Alfred P. Sloan Research Fellow.' For a review of the Geld, which includes many important con-
tributions see e.g., F. G. Blatt, in Solid State Physics, edited by
F. Seitz and D. Turnbull (Academic Press Inc., New York, 1957).
Vol. 4, p. 200; E. G. S. Paige, in Progress in Semiconductors,
edited by A. F. Gibson and R. E. Burgess (John Wiley R Sons,
Inc., New York, 1964), Vol. 8; H. Brooks, Advan. Electron.
Electron Phys. 7, 85 (1955).

'M. Cuevas, preceding paper, Phys. Rev. 164, 1021 (1967),
referred to as I; many other references are quoted there.' E. M. Conweli and V. F. Weisskopf, Phys. Rev. 77, 388 (1930l.

4 H. Brooks, Phys. Rev. 83, 879 (1951).' C. Herring (unpublished results).

M(k, k') = (e/0) C (k—k'),

where C(k) is the Fourier transform of sv(r). If the
electron carriers are assumed to have a parabolic
isotropic dispersion law

«(k) = Issues/2nz*, (1.6)

' See, for instance, J. P. McKelvey, Solid-State and Semiconduc-
tor Physics (Harper R Row, New York, 1966), p. 271.
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the relaxation time ~ then is given by'

1 ns*kQ

I
III(k,k ) I

'(1—cos0~)d(cos0), (1.7)
2xh'

« I
I'~ (~) I'&& = »'a 0,

&(IT'D'(~) I'&& =»'n'0

(&I'n"(~)~~ *(~)&&=0

(1.16)

(f(e))—= f(e)p(e) exp( c/kz—zT)de

p(c) exp( —c/k&T)de. (1.9)
e

Consequently, the object of any theory is the cal-
culation of the self-consistent potential q(r), as given

by the Eqs. (1.1)-(1.4).
The approximation used by Brooks and Herring

consists of expanding the right-hand side of (1.1) in

powers of [ey(r)/ksT] as well as in powers of the de-

pa, rture of the local densities from their average values

[X~(r)—A'g),

[Xzz(r) —So1,
and keeping only terms linear in these three quantities.
When this procedure is followed and charge neutrality
is invoked,

(1.10)zz.+)V~ —cVD+ =0,
a straightforward calculation yieMs for the matrix
elements

4x|,2 2

IM(k —l')I = IX(~)lz=—
02 rC

2 ——27f.e
X ~'+ ~, ((IJ'a-(~) —J'n'(~)

I
'&). (1.11)

~JEST

where a= k—k' is the Fourier conjugate variable of r,

zz, = zz,+ (zz,+Sg)[1—(zz,+$~)/1V rzj, (1.12)

and FD+ are the Fourier transforms of the functions

[X (r) EfiV~ /JV —d (K'( ) No/N +/X re--

spectively, and the double angular brackets indicate the
ensemble average over the distribution of impurities.

In addition, if complete randomness is assumed,

Ng 0
F~-(e)= Z exp( —~ r,), (1.13)

l=l

N~ 0
E~D+(o) = P exp( —zo rz), (1.14)

i 1

' See e.g., Ref. 6, p. 315.
See e.g., J. M. Ziman, Ekctrons and I'honons (Clarendon Press,

I.ondon, 1960), p. 424.

where 0' is the angle between k and k'. Finally, the
mobiltiy is obtained by the usual formula. '

p =(2l~l/3m k~T)(ET(c)& (1.8)

where the angular brackets symbolize an average over
the electron distribution in energy

and, since at ordinary temperatures for an e-type semi-
conductor Eg+=Eg, a anal result is obtained

k = [6a(km T) 'm*/m. e'Iz'zz. j (1.20)

Formulas (1.1) to (1.20) constitute in essence the
theory as originally developed for only one kind of im-
purities' (donors) and extended to include both majority
(donors) and minority (acceptors) impurities. ' The most
drastic approximation made in this approach is the
linearization of Eqs. (1.2)—(1.4) coupled to the assump-
tion of random distribution in the calculation of the
ensemble averages.

The linearization of the source term in Poisson's
equation is equivalent to an expansion in ep(r)/k~T. It
is thus evident that this approximation is valid if the
electric potential resulting from the ionized impurities
is small compared with the thermal energy. This condi-
tion is satisfied in two cases:

(a) at high enough tempera, tures for any kind of im-

purity content;
(b) a,t all temperatures for semiconductors doped

with only one kind (donors) of impurities.

In the latter case, as the temperature goes down the
thermal energy decreases linearly with T while the num-
ber of ionized impurities (equal in this case to the num-
ber of carriers) decreases exponentially with T, so that
the ratio ep(r)/ksT remains always small.

In the cases which are of interest to us, as T approaches
zero the average densi. ty of ionized minority impurities
lV~ remains Qnite and equal to Eg,' the number of
carriers e, decreases exponentially to zero and, due to
requirements of charge neutrality, the density of ionized
majority impurities ED+ approaches the same value,
Ãg,

lim Ãg)+= gg.
2'~0

(1.21)

IInder such circumstances the electric potential p(r)
remains 6nite and large at very low temperatures, and
the linearization of Poisson s equation to first-order
terms in ey(r)/k~T becomes meaningless.

In Sec. 2 we propose a modification of the existing
theory which is valid in the limit of low temperatures

1 4me2 ' 4xe2

I zV(e) I

'= — 0'+ zz. (2»-t ~+zz,), (1.18)
a ~kgT

which yields for the mobility

2'~'zr '~'(kzzT)'"x'I eI 'm* '"[22Vg+zz,]
PI= (1.19)

1n(1+5)—b(1+5) '
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4m@' '
~M(k, k') ~'= {((gexp/i» (x; x—;)]))0'o'2. MODIFIED THEORY AND SIMPLE MODEL

in the compensated case. This theory is compared with and with the use of (1.5) and the ensemble averages,
experiment in Sec. 3, where general conclusions are the square of the matrix element is given by
also drawn.

Eg&LVg)+&Kg).

At low temperatures and for compensations

(2 2)

(2.3)

not too small, the number of carriers is much smaller
than &he number of aeceptors, and consequently it is a
good approximation to assume that only two species
are present, and that

e,=0, Eg)+= Eg. (2 4)

The solution of Poisson's equation proceeds now as
follows. %e write

In this section we propose to solve Poisson's Ecl. (1.1)
without resorting to an expansion in a series of
eq(r)/ksT. We rather consider the distribution of
carriers X,(r), ionized acceptors K~ (r), and ionized
donors Xn+(r), as actually "frozen" in the configuration
of minimum electrostatic energy, but, on the other
hand, we take fully into account the statistical correla-
tions between charges. This correlation provides the
necessary "static" screening of the individual charges
and eliminates the unwanted divergences of the
Coulomb interaction. In this respect our theory re-
sembles the classical Debye-HGckel theory of electro-
lytic solutions.

Ke think. of our system as composed of three species
in a continuous dielectric medium:

(1) electrons, whose coordinates are given by x;,
x= j.)2 3 ~ e 0

(2) ionized acceptors, with coordinates y~,.

l=1,2,3, . iVgQ;
and

(3) ionized donors, with coordinates z„
s=1 2 3 E~+0,.

In general, charge neutrality requires

(2.1)

and the existing concentration of impurities is such that

+« Z pE (y —y-) j))+&(Z pL .(*.— )j))

+« Z 2 cosL» (»'—y~) j))—((Z 2 cosL» (x'—*)j))
i& i8

—((Z 2 cosL» (y~—z )3))) (2 &)

X {n,+Ng+ND++2n, NgD, g(0,T)

2n.Nn+D. n(—»,T) 2iV~Nr)+D~g—&(o,T)), (2.8)

where the three functions D(0,T) are directly connected
with the I ourier transform of the pair correlation func-
tions. At this point it is important to point out that if
correlations are neglected, i.e., if we take D(o,T)=—0,
(2.8) yields a divergent cross section for scattering due
to the o=' factor in the matrix element. The limiting
behavior of the D functions as o approaches zero
guarantees, for any type of distribution, convergence
in all integrals involved in the calculation of the
mobility. Physically this means that in the long-wave
limit o ~0, the carriers and the impurities as well as
the impurities among themselves screen each other so
as to look like a neutral system. This is reQected in the
vanishing of the bracket in the right-hand side of (2.8)
in that limit.

If the number of electrons is small and can be neg-
lected, the use of (2.4) yields for the bracket in (2.8)

2N~[1 N~Dgn(o; T)]— (2.9)

which, by taking, for example, the temperature in-
dependent exponential distribution discussed in the
Appendix Dormula (A29)g, reduces to

2&Vg La'(2a'+0')/(a'+ 0') '$, (2.10)

In the Appendix we introduce pair-distribution func-
tions and pair correlat. ion functions, and, by assuming
that charge distributions of the same species are uncor-
rela Led, we arrive at the following result, valid for e&0

4m.e')' 1

z& n»4

K~—(r)=P b(r —y~)=P expLM (r—yq)j (2.5) where a, a function of N~ and Nn, is given by

a'= 8»(Nn Jt Tg) . —(2.11)

4xt,
»'C (») = — &{&exp&i». x;]+g exp)~» y,j

K i E—P exp/i» z,j},
2NgF(o, A"~, Vg), Tj, (2.12)

where F is a dimensionless function of o which vanishes
a o- approaches zero. If F is known, the rest of the cal-

and similarly for the donors and electrons. If we now
take the Fourier transform of (1.1), we obtain In general, we could express that bracket by an ex-

pression of the form
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culation proceeds as before, i.e., it is necessary to cal-
culate the relaxatlon time by integrating, as 1n (1.7),
over the angle O~ and calculate the mobility, as in (1.8),
by computing the average over the electron energy
distribution (1.9).

As an example of the kind of effects involved here,
we work out in detail the exponential distribution
and calculate the resulting mobilities. By making the
substitutions

ING

2x=1—cosO,

0-'= 4k'x,

g=4k'a ',

(2.13)

(2.14)

(2.15)

and replacing (2.10) and (2.8) in (1.7), we obtain fo
the relaxation time

I m*iVg 47I.e ' j.—ln(1+g)+ . (2.16)
4~6' ~ k' 1+/ Io 20

oK

6(ks2')m~
go-

er'"A'(Ãn Ng)"'— (2.18)

which differs from the Brooks and Herring formulas
(1.19)-(1.20) in the sign of one of the terms in (2.17)
and the fact that the inverse screening radius E. ' of
their formula

The factor k' constitutes the most important energy
dependence of r; the factor Dn(1+g)+g(1+g) 'j ' is
also energy-dependent but very weakly so. Following
the usual practice of taking the latter outside the
integral over the energies and replacing for k in g the
value where the remaining integrand takes its maxi-
mum value, ' we obtain for the mobility

I"IG. I. A comparison between the screening radius 8 as a func-
tion of the temperature in the theory of Refs. 4 and 5 with the
present theory (simple model}. The curves correspond to a sample
with E@=2.9& IO 5 Cm 3 and ED=3.9&10'6 Cm 3.

why, at higher concentrations of majority impurities,
it is possible to obtain larger mobilities. In other words,
the presence of extra impurities improves the screening
but alters only slightly the number of ionized scattering
centers. The number of neutral impurities is, however,
incr eased.

The exponential example gives for the screening
radius a function which is independent of temperature
(in the range n,«Ã~) and depends on concentration as
(Ãn —iV~) ~13. In contraposition to this, the Conwell-
Weisskopf theory yields a cutoG radius which varies
approximately like cV~ 'f' (i.e., is essentially constant
for all samples and temperatures of I), and the Brooks-

(2.19)

which diverges as T approaches zero, is replaced by the
static inverse correlation length u, which is essentially
temperature-independent in the range of temperatures
of interest. In Fig. 1 we plot for comparison the screen-
ing radius R of formula (2.19) as a, function of tempera-
ture together with the value u '. The values correspond
to sample C3 of I. Figure 2 shows for T=20' the de-
pendence of E and a ' on the concentration of majority
impurities.

It should be emphasized that the exponential assump-
tion for the correlation function is only introduced here
as an example, but it shows the important features of
the theory and demonstrates how the correlation be-
tween charges has to be necessarily taken into account
and how it gives a "static" screening which explains

9 P. P. Debye and E. M. Conwell, Phys. Rev. 93, 693 (1954}.

t l
l~

—CONWELL 8
wEtssKo

~ ttt

EXPONENTIAL
CORRELATION

J t ttt t t t

0 2 6, 8 IO l2
(Io" gm ')

I'Io. 2. A comparison between the screening radius 8 as a
function of majority impurity concentration ED for samples
at T=20'K.
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Herring theory gives a screening radius which varies
like T'IsNg ''sNn"s(Ng N—g) '".

It is seen in the next section that an analysis of the
experimental data presented in I proves that the actual
correlation functions encountered in the experiments
cannot be approximated by any of these models, and
that it is possible to invert the procedure described in
this section and obtain the pair correlation function
from the experimental values.

where

1 maNg(4rrsg' 1
~

—q(k, N~, NO, T),
4rrks E a 3 k'

(3 2)

ss F(o&N~, Nn, T)
Q(k,Ng, Nn, T)=2 — do . (3.3)

If, as in the previous treatments, we assume that the
dependence of Q on k is very weak compared with the
k' dependence in r, the integral over energies in (1.8)
yields for the mobility

2'I's "'(k T)"s'~e—
)

'm*—'"(2N )—'
p,g— (3.4)

Q(ks, Ng, Nn, T)

k = k '(6kaTtts*)'ls (3 5)

The usc of (3.4)-(3.5) permits the calculation of
Q(o;N~, Nn, T) from the measured values of pr ",from
Q the acceptor-donor pair correlation function D can
then be determined:

ks &Q)
D~n(2ks T) =N~-'i 1——

2 3k/
(3 6)

Table I shows the function Q(ke, Nz, Nn, T) obtained
from the experimental values reported in I. In the

3. CONCLUSIONS AND COMPAMSON
WITH EXPERIMENT

We have seen that the values of the mobility depend
essentially on the function F(o,Ng, Nn, T) introduced in
(2.12) and related, in the case N,«N~, only to the
Fouricr transform D~n(o, T) of the acceptor-donor pair
correlation function by

F(o,N~, Nn, T) = 1 NgDgg&(o—;T) . (3.1)

We attempt in this section to obtain from the experi-
mental values of pg some information about the func-
tloll Dg n (0,T). '

Substitution of (2.8) in (1.7) and use of (2.13) and
(2.14) yields for the relaxation time

TABLE I. Experimental values of the function
Q(ko, Ng, SD); N~= 2.9+1015cm 3.

)Vn(10"cm ') 3.04

T ko
'K 106 cm '
10 1.22
15 1.49
20 i.'/3
25 1.93 15.8
40 2.44

Q(ks, iV g,JV n, 2')"
3.54 3.89 4.16 6.07 10.76

11.0 6.5
7.4 5.8
7.2 5.8
'l.2 5.9
/. / 6.6

5.3
4.8
4.8
5.1

4.1
3.7
3.8
3.7

2.6
2.45
2.3

' All values from I.

TAax.E G. Values of the coefElcient A (T).

range of temperatures and impurity concentrations of
interest, it is possible to approximate Q by a formula of
thc form

Q(ks, N~, NO, T)—3 (T)(4ko/u), (3.7)

where e is de6ned by (2.11) and the function A (T) is
given in Table II. When (3.7) is replaced in (3.6), the
pair correlation function is approximately expressed by

Dgn(o', T)~Ng 1{1 A(T) (rr/a—)) . (3.8)

It can now be seen that the acceptor and donors in
compensated Ge are very strongly correlated. As clearly
shown by (3.8), there is a strong screening effect in the
long-wavelength limit (r&4a) and a surprising anti-
screening CGect at shorter wavelengths. It is worth re-
marking that {3.8) is only approximate and not to be
taken as even approximately valid beyond a given
maximum value of 0, it is important also to point out
tllat tile dcl'lvR'tloll of (3.8) depends oil tile Rcclll'Rcy of
the experiment as well as the way in which other scat-
tering CGects were subtracted. However, we are con-
Gdent that the screening-antiscreening CGect is a real
one and that the very strong correlation between ionized
impurities has been proved beyond any doubt.

A more complete and satisfactory theory shouM be
developed in which, in addition to the acceptor-donor
correlat, ion, donor-donor as well as electron-donor and
electron-Rcceptol correlations Rrc taken into Rccou1lt.
We feel that all these effects, although smaller than the
one considered here, are important enough to make
signi6cant contributions.

In conclusion, we would like to point out that the
problem under consideration shows the inadequacy of
the approximation of linear screening, which yields an
in6nite mobility as T approaches zero, while experiment
clearly indicates that in that limit p, tends to zero. The

'0 In obtaining Q from the experimental values of the InobiHty,
it should be remembered that m* appearing in (3.4) corresponds
to the ratio of the square of the conductivity average effective
mass to the density-of-states effective mass; tn~ appearing in
{3.5), on the other hand„ is simply the density-of-states eBective
mass. In the actual calculations the better approximation of
taking (2X~+s.) instead of (2Es) was made; the correction is in
the worst case considered only 10%.

T
'K

10
15

25
40

A(T)

0.3"/

0.28
0.23
0.21
0.20
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, (c)
(b)
{a)
(d)

centration for T= 20'K. The various curves correspond
to

(a) Experimental values,

(b) Brooks and Herring theory,
(c) Conwell and Weisskopf theory,
(d) Exponential simple model (2.17),
(e) Empirical correlation function (3.8) for a tem-

perature-independent coefficient A (T)=0.27.

0.5—

0
IO 50

Fio. 3. A comparison of the various mobilities as a function of
temperature for the sample C3 of Fig, 1. (a) Experimental values.
(b) Brooks and Herring (Refs, 4 and 5) (c) Conwell and Weisskopf
(Ref. 3). (d) Simple exponential correlation. (e) From formulas
(3 4) (3 .7)w-ith. a temperature-independent coeKcient A (T) =0.27.

breakdown of the linearized approach to the solution
of Eqs. (1.1)—(1.4) is the fundamental reason which led
us to use statistical methods which loo!~ at the distribu-
tion of ionized impurities in a "frozen" state ra, ther
than consider them as distributed in a, "smooth" sta, te
obtained by perturbation from a, completely homoge-
neous distribution. In the limit of high temperatures,
when the ep/kr2T expansion is va, lid, the theory of
Hrool&s and Herring becomes valid and can be inter-
preted as if it corresponded to an acceptor-donor pair
correlation function given by

Dgn(o, Ng, Nn, T) L(1+2o 2R2)/Ng(1+o2R2) 2], (3.9)

where R is the screening radius given by (2.19).
Finally, in Figs. 3 and 4 we plot the mobility p& as a

function of temperature for the parameters of sample
C3 of I and the mobility p& as a function of donor con-

It can be seen from them that although satisfactory
in given regions, all the theoretical curves are far
from representing accurately the experimental mobility
in the whole range of temperatures and concentra-
tions. It is evident that the pair correlation function
D»(rr, N&P~&, T) is more complicated than any of the
simple forms proposed here.

We denote by

APPENDIX

2 (Xys)=E(xlxs ''' ylys, '' Zlxs ''') (Ai)

the ensemble distribution function for the
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(e)

(b)

(n,+N~+Nn+) 0

particles, and abbreviate the differenti, .ls by

Dx—=d3xid3x2 . d3x; ) ~ ~& & ~& le~ )

Dy=—d'y&d'y2 d'y&, t ~& l & A &0,
Ds—=d'sgd'z2 d's . 1~&s~&A"1+0,

where the x coordinates correspond to electrons, the y
coordinates to ionized acceptors, and the s coordina, tes
to ionized donors. The normalization is such that

Pro. 4. A comparison of the various mobilities as a function of
majority impurity concentration for T=20'K. (a) Experimental
values. (b) Brooks and Herring (Refs. 4 and 5). (c) Conwell and
Reisskopf (Ref. 3). (d) Simple exponential correlation. (e) From
formulas (3.4)—(3.7) with a temperature-independent coefTicient
3{T)=0.27.

P(x,y, x)DxDyDs= 1. (A3)

If we introduce generic indices I, J such that they can
indicate e, A or D (corresponding to electrons, acceptors,
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tion values o the form
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d'r exp(iI» r)Czz(r),Gzz(~ = (A22)

s can be ex-llTl le IIlRnlpulatlonwhich after a few simp e
pressed in the form

4s X)zz(r)r'd»= 1. or equivalently from (A11)
(A14)

Gzz(o) = ez ezzz = Q+ezQ(ezQ —1)b, o, (A23)

q») flIIlctIons Is Sgn(r),ant of the S~ uThe most importa
since
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and from (A13) and (A17)

Gzz{zz) = eznzQDzz o, Jo), I8J.
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It is worth emphasizing that the expectation values
Gzz(o) are disconiingous at o= 0. Values at o——0 are of
the order 02, while values at o./0 are of the order 0. In
particular, with our assumptions

Gzz(0) = nzsQs

bm Gzz(o) = nzQ
tr ~0

Gzz(0) = nznzQs

(A26)

ponential correlation function:

where the normalization condition requires

as= 16xlV~(cV~ iVn+)(iV~+Ãg)+) ' (A28)

The Fourier transform, for 0/0, takes in this case the
forIQ

0
Dgg)(~) =- +

2 Eg IVY+ (a'+o')'

&~r (r) =————+-
0 2Q' iV@ Eg)+

A ~—iVg)+
+—— — exp( —ar), (A27)

Eg)+0

As R anal lllustIRtlon of tlM statlstlcal dlstrlbutlons in-
volved in this paper, we include as an example an ex-
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A semiclassical, variational calculation for the strong-coupled piezoelectric polaron gives the following
results for the ground-state energy and polaron radius, respectively:

U0= —0.47 — — eV,

where m js the band effective mass, I(: is the electromechanical coupling constant, and e is the strain-free
dielectric constant. The theory is expected to be valid when ) Vo) is larger than thermal energies and 1Z is
considerably larger than unit-cell dimensions. A calculation of the polaron effective mass, having a more
limited region of validity, gives

tps rw i+
5$ 8

where e, is the velocity of sound.

L INTRODUCTIO5'

GREAT deal of effort has been devoted to the
polaron problem in recent years. ' Most papers

have been concerned. with the case of electron coupling
to the optical modes of ionic cxystals. In both the weak. -

and strong-coupling limits this problem is now well
understood and, in addition, some insight has been
gained in the intermediate coupling region. ' Much less

t Present address: Department of Physics, University of
Missouri at Rolla, Rolla, Missouri.

' Several pertinent articles and an extensive bibliography are
contained in I'olgrorIs and Exitons, edited by C. G. Kuper and G.
D. Whit6eld (Plenum Press, Inc., New York, 1962).

attentloQ has been devoted to tlM cRse of coupling to
acoustic modes, either through a deformation poten-
tlalq ' ol the plezoelectrlc constaIlt. In the latter case
the vreak-coupling limit has been, with only one excep-

tion, 3 the only region considered. The reason for this is
evident: For most materials the weak. -coupling theory
is adequate except at extremely low temperatures,
vrhere impurity eRects dominate.

However, a weak-coupling theory may not always

' G. D. Mahan, Phys. Rev. 142, 366 (1966).
3 George %hit6eM, Hull. Am. Phys, Soc. 10, 388 (4965).


