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Scattering of Coherent Light by a Statistical Medium*
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By the joint use of a coherent light source and of photon counting statistics, we have verified the statistical
properties of Brownian motion. The light source is a helium-neon laser emitting at 63283. The scattering
media are dilute solutions of monodisperse polystyrene spherical particles with diameters ranging from
0.088 to 1.06 p, . Three types of results are presented. First, by working at a density of scattering centers
such that neither particle correlations nor multiple scattering processes have any inhuence, we measure the
angular distributions of the field scattered by single particles, and verify the Mie theory. Second, by fre-
quency measurements, we show the Lorentzian character of the scattered light spectrum, as one would expect
from the diffusion approximation. Third, by use of photocount distributions, we measure the ensemble
distribution of the scattered field within a coherence area and time, and show that the field distribution is
Gaussian. The last two results imply that the Geld scattered by Brownian particles is accurately described
as a stochastic Markov process. The techniques here used open the way to similar measurements on more
complicated scattering media.

1. XHTRODUCTXOH

KCENTI.Y, a great deal of information on physical
systems has been obtained by scattering experi-

ments using a laser as a source of known properties and
then measuring the frequency spectra of the scattered
light. ' ' These experiments have led to extremdy
interesting results. However, they yield only the value
of a particular parameter, namely the erst-order corre-
lation function of the density Quctuations, related by
a Fourier transform to the measured power spectra of
the scattered light. ' "

It seems worth while to increase the information on
the statistical properties of the scattering medium by
using the method of photocount distributions in the
study of the scattered light, either to explore the ensem-
ble distribution within a coherence time of the material
Quctuations" '2 or to get full information on the time
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properties, complementing the frequency measurements
by measurements of the joint photocount distributions. "
Recently extensive theoretical and experimental wor1.
has been done on the use of the statistical distributions
of the photon counts from a photodetector as a tool
to explore the statistical properties of an electro-
magnetic (EM) fieid. '4 'r The photocount-distribution
method has thus far mainly been applied to the study
of a laser field" "-'"and only in one case to a scattering
problem, namely the very simple case of a rotating
ground-glass scatterer. """

In this work we have studied, both by photocount
distributions and frequency measurements, the light
scattered by a very simple statistical medium, that is,
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SCATTERING OF COHERENT LIGH V

a collection of equal-size spherical Brownian particles.
We have chosen to make the 6rst experiment a simple
one, for which a complete theoretical treatment is
already available io, 2o, 2' In Sec. 2, we brieQy recall the
main points of the scattering theory at optical fre-
quencies, partly adapting the theory developed for
thermal-neutron scattering, '~22 and partly using some
recent treatments for the optical field. ' ' " In Sec. 3
we describe the experimental arrangement, and illus-
trate the peculiar problems which distinguish a photo-
count distribution measurement from a simpler fre-
quency measurement. In our case (system of equal un-

correlated particles), the absence of a "two-particle"
correlation part in the density correlation function (see
Sec. 2) allows us, as a byproduct, to givedetailedangular-
distribution measurements for the single scatterer.
These are shown in Sec. 4, and they Gt the values
computed by the Mie theory. "Sections 5 and 6 give the
results of photocount and frequency measurements.
These measurements are in agreement with the theo-
retical predictions for the scattered held, that is, we
obtain a Gaussian ensemble distribution for the Geld

observed within a coherence time and area, and a
I.orentzian line pro6le for the field-power spectrum.
This last result shows that the diQusion approximation
is sufhcient when studying scattering from Brownian
particles at optical frequencies.

2. THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Before the introduction of laser sources, the scattering
of light by identical particles was studied in the "static
approximation. " This corresponds to considering the
energy transfer in the scattering process as small com-
pared to the energy of the scattered photon. In this
case the intensity of the scattered field in the direction
of vector k, is given by

ticle is at the origin, another particle will be at point r
at the same time. We note that in relation (1) there is
a very clear distinction between the contribution of the
single scatterer and the interference contribution of the
different scatterers.

Recently, the introduction of the very monochromatic
laser sources and the development of optical and elec-
tronic high-resolution spectroscopy, has allowed an
extension of the time-dependent theory to light scat-
tering. The time-dependent theory of scattering has
been developed by Glauber"" and Van Hove" in the
case of thermal-neutron scattering, and later adapted by
Komarov and Fisher' and by Pecora" to photon
scattering.

In these theories, taking into account only single
scattering events, Eq. (1) is generalized by a relation
between the spectral density I(K,&&a) of the scattered
field E(K,t), defined as the Fourier transform of the
6eld correlation function

I(K,des) = dh e 'a"'(E*(K,O) E(K,t))

(where the angular brackets denote an ensemble
average, and Ace is the frequency diQerence between
incident and scattered fields), and the density corre-
lation function G(r, f), defined as

1 N
G(r t) = g(b(—r' —r;(0))b(r'+r —r;(t)))dr', (3)

QT

where A is the total number of scattering particles, and
the brackets denote an average over the equilibrium
joint distribution of the random variables r;(0) and
r, (t) (particle positions at different times). The general-
ized relation is

I(K,dco)=A(K) dre '"' d1 e 'a"'LG(r t) —poj

I(K) =A(K) e "'"G(r)dr,

where K= ks —k, is the difference in wave vector
between incident and scattered waves, A(K) is the
scattered intensity associated with a single scatterer, and
the integral is evaluated over the illuminated region.
Since usually the minimum size of the illuminated
region is much larger than 1/IC, we can extend the
integration limits up to infinity, and the integral be-
comes the Fourier transform of the radial density
distribution function G(r). This function describes the
mean density of particles around a given particle, and
can be thought of as the probability that, if the par-
IR. J. Glauber, Phys. Rev. 87, 189 (1952); 94, 751 (1954)."L.Van Hove, Phys. Rev. 95, 249 (1954).
2'R. -J. Glauber, in Lectures in Theoretical Physics, edited by

%'. E. Brittin et al. (Interscience Publishers, Inc., Neve York,
1962), Vol. IV, pp. 571-615.

"G. Mie, Ann. Physik 25, 377 1908); H. H. Denman, W. J.
Pangonis, and W. Heller, Angular Scattering Functions for Spheres
(Wayne State University Press, Detroit, Michigan, (1966).

where A(K) is the same as in Eq. (1) and ps is the
average density of the medium.

It is now convenient to split G(r, t) into a "single-
particle" function G, (r, t) and a "two-particle" function
Ge(r, 1), corresponding, respectively, to the terms i=j
and i' in the sum (3). The former gives the proba-
bility that the same particle that was at (0,0) will be
found at (r,t), while the latter gives the probability
of finding at (r,t) a particle different from the one which
was at (0,0). G,(r,t) clearly describes the wandering of
a given particle away from its initial position.

In the static approximation the single-particle and
two-particle correlation functions reduce, respectively,
to

lim G,(r, t) = h(r),

lim G (r, ts) = (1/cV) Q (b(r+r; —r,))=G(r). (5)
tp

We now apply these considerations to the case of scat-
tering from Brownian particles. In this case the corre-
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stochastic process corrdated on a very short time
scale, that is,

(F(0) F(t))=Cb(t), (&)

(C being a constant), and 8 is the friction constant
divided by the mass m of the particle, given by the
Stokes formula
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FIG. 1. Schematic representation of the experimental setup. The
three different electronic chains correspond to different measure-
ments, namely (from top to bottom). (a) angular intensity dis-
tributions, (b) frequency spectra, and (c) photocount distributions.

where u is the radius of the particle and p the viscosity
coef5cient of the water.

The solution of this stochastic problem provides the
conditioned probability P,(rate, uslrt) that a particle
will be at (r, t) if it was at (re, te) with a velocity ue. A
full treatment can be found in Ref. 24. Remembering
its definition, G,(r,t) can be deduced from P, (rsts, us l rt).
By performing an integration over the initial velocities
one obtains the following relation:

lation function G(r, t) can be determined by the following
arguments. If we neglect the density fluctuations in
the dispersing liquid, then scattering will arise from the
fluctuations in space and time of the excess dielectric
constant of the solution, i.e., the dielectric constant of
the particles minus that of the pure liquid. These
fluctuations are induced by the random motion of
particles inside the medium. In the classical theory of
Brownian motion, the particles are always supposed to
be uncorrelated, that is, the motion of one particle has
no influence on the remaining ones. Hence G(r, t)
reduces to a. single-particle function G,(r, t).

For the Brownian motion, the time-averaged scat-
tered intensity measured at a given direction is re-
lated in a straightforward way to the intensity scat-
tered by a single particle. In fact the time average of
the intensity is given by the held correlation function
(E*(K,O) E(K,t)) specialized to t=0. A comps, rison of
relations (2) and (4) shows that this is the spa, ce Fourier
transform of the density correlation function taken in
the static approximation. But in our case this is a 5

function, whose angular spectrum is uniform. Therefore,
the angular distribution is given by A (K), that is, the
measured pattern yields information on the geometry
of the single scatterer. Since we make experiments on
homogeneous dielectric spheres, we may use the classical
results given by Mie. 23

I.et us now look at the time behavior. A relation for
the frequency distribution of the light scattered at a

given angle can be obtained by performing the space-
time Fourier transform of G,(r,t). Therefore we need
an explicit expression for G, (r, t). In the theory of the
Brownian motion the velocity u of the center-of-mass
of the particle obeys a I angevin equation

dQ
+pn= F(t)—

dt

Here F(t), the noise force per unit mass, is a Gaussian

G,(r, t) =- g
—rm itr2 (t)

Ln-o'(t) j'" (9)

This is a Gaussian in r, with a time-dependent mean-
square deviation given by

4kgT
~'(t) = (e '~'~+P ltl —1)

m 2
(10)
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FIG. 2. Angular scattering diagram for particles
of 0.088-p, diameter.

"S.Chandrasekhar, Rev. Mod. Phys. 15, j. (1943).

where k~ is Boltzmann's constant and T the tempera-
ture of the surrounding liquid. For large values of
lt. l, the function o'(t) becomes

o'(t) = 4(D l
t

l
mD'/kg(T), — (11)

where D is a diffusion constant, related to the friction
coe%cient by the Einstein relation

D= k~T/nzP.

The spa. ce-Fourier transform of relation (9) is given by

G, (k,t)exp= {—(K'D/p)(e e~'~+pltl —1)).
This exponential can be expanded in a series with re-
spect to the parameter 7=K'D/P. The scattered spec-
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I(K,ace) =A (K)
do)'+ (E'D) '

Typical values, for a particle of polystyrene of radius
a=0.25p, and for a scattering angle of 40', are

X=0.9X10' cm '
a=0.9X10 8 cm' sec ',
P='/ X10" sec '

This leads to a value y= 10 ' for the expansion parame-
ter in Eq. (13).

So far, we have discussed mainly Eq. (4), which is a
relation between the scattered intensity and a particular
average referring to the medium, that is, the Qx'st-order

correlation function of the particle's position. More
information could be obtained if the ensemble distribu-
tion of the scattered field were known. This point will

be discussed in Sec. VI.

3. EXPERIMENTAL ARRANGEMENT

Three diGerent kinds of measurements on the light
scattered by a solution of dielectric particles in Brownian
motion have been performed: (a) angular intensity
distributions, (b) frequency distributions at fixed
scattering angles, and (c) photocount distributions.

The experimental arrangement, shown in Fig. 1,
consists of the light source, the scattering cell with the
collecting optics, and the electronics for the three types
of experimental analyses to be performed. The light
source is a 6328-A He-Ne gas laser delivering 2 mW when

operating in the TEMpp mode. The output power is
monitored to avoid long-term drifts. The beam di-
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Fxo. 3. Angular scattering diagram for 0.234-p diameter.

tral density is obtained using Eq. (4), by a time-Fourier
transformation of each term of the series. The result is

1( E'P ' E'D+lP
f(K,~~) =~(K) P q —----

~

—. (13)
~-ol!5 P 1 Dao'+(E'D+lP)'

In the usual operating conditions, y«1. Therefore, only
the s=0 term is important in determining the experi-
mental results, and I(K,A~) can be approximated by a
single Lorentzian
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FIG. 4. Angular scattering diagram for 0.557-p, diameter.

ameter is reduced to about 0.2 mm by the use of a lens
with a long focal length. A very thin (1 mm) scattering
cell is introduced into the laser beam at the Brewster
angle. The small over-all transverse dimensions of the
interacting volume provide fairly large coherence
areas for the scattered light, which are nearly constant
even for large oG-axis scattering angles. In such a way,
a pinhole diaphragm of practical aperture size can be
used to collect the scattered light within a coherence
area. Stray light has been carefully eliminated by
means of diaphragms. The laser beam after passing
through the cell is extinguished by a light trap.

The measurements are performed on dilute solutions
of monodisperse polystyrene spherical particles" with
different diameters from 0.088 to 1.06 p. Each sample is
composed of almost equal-size particles, with a very
small variance. The liquid in which the particles are
dispersed is deionized water, 6ltered with a Millipore
Alter. The attenuation of the beam through the cell
never exceeds 15'~, so that the multiple scattering
contributions can be neglected. Furthermore, knowing
the scattering cross section and the cell depth, we can
evaluate the average mutual distance between the
polystyrene spheres. This turns out to be always much
larger than a wavelength, so that no fixed phase corre-
lation exists between the elementary wavelets scattered
by the spheres, and the scattering contributions can be
considered as independent. A further point should be
emphasized regarding the small scattering volume.
Discrepancies between experimental results and the
plane-wave approach to the scattering should be ex-
pected when the escape time of the particles from the
interaction volume is smaller than the characteristic
relaxation time for the momentum of the particles,
de6ned as the average time interval which elapses before
collisions make a particle forget its initial velocity. This

'i~The polystyrene latex samples have been kindly provided
by the Dow Chemical Company.
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multiplier, with an 5-20 photocathode (5% quantum
efliciency) and only 10 dynodes. In all cases, no filters
were employed, and the photocathode was at 50 cm from
the scattering cell with a circular diaphragm of 0.5-mm
diameter in front of it.

lK

IS
CL

I-
CA

Lal

I I I

29 40 51 62 71 80

SCATTERING ANGLE IN OEGREES

Fn. 5. Angular scattering diagram for 0.796-p diameter.

time is equal to p ', where p is defined in Eq. (&). In
our case the escape time can be evaluated on the basis
of the diffusion theory for the Brownian particle, and
typical values are larger than 10 ' sec, whilst the relax-
ation time P ' is of the order of 10 "sec. Hence the
plane-wave theory applies in spite of the small diameter
of the incident beam. To evaluate the real scattering
angle inside the cell, corrections for refractions must be
taken into account. Minor corrections are needed for the
variations in the solid angle of collection and the
reQectivity of the cell boundaries at different scattering
angles. These corrections become important only for
large emergence angles. We have confined ourselves to
the study of forward scattering, since for large particle
diameters, the back reQection of the forward lobe
masks the backscattered lobe. If particular care is not
taken, stray light from the edges of the cell and light
due to internal reQections could constitute the major
contributions to the collected light, particularly at large
oB-axis angles. These spurious contributions are elimi-
nated by an scient light trap selecting a very narrow
solid angle of collection centered on the interaction
volume.

Ke have used diferent photodetectors for photocount
distributions and for frequency and angular distribu-
tions. In the hrst case, it is important to have a single
photoelectron pulse high enough to exceed the threshold
of a nonlinear circuit (see Sec. 6); therefore we have
used a 56 AVP photomultiplier with an 5-11 photo-
cathode (0.5% quantum eKciency at 6328 A) and 14
dynodes, operated at high voltage, so that the average
gain is 10 . In the second case, it is important to reduce
the shot noise; hence we have used an XI' 1002 photo-

e. ANGULAR DISTRIBUTIONS

Performing a time average on the scattered intensity,
we obtain the angular intensity distribution for the
scattered light, as discussed in Sec. 2. Since there are
no correlations between particles, the angular distribu-
tion is expressed in terms of the single-particle scattering
theory, as given by Mie."For a given angle q, related to
E by the relation E= (4s./X)sin'(-', g), the intensity of
the scattered light depends on two parameters, q and
m. The first, g= md/X, is the ratio between the particle
diameter d and the wavelength of the light in the sur-
rounding medium (water); the second is the relative
refraction index, which is 1.199 for polystyrene in
water.

The Quctuating output photocurrent was fed to an
X-I' recorder through a low-pass 6lter. The results are
shown in Fig. 2—6. The experimental points agree with
the nearest values of q and m among the published
values. " The dispersion of the experimental data is
less than 5% for all measurements. A few points in
large disagreement with the theoretical curves are
thought to be due to some residual systematic error
(anomalous refractions from cell irregularities for par-
ticular positionings of the cell). The size of the error
line associated with each experimental point corre-
sponds to the maximum dispersion over three runs.
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FrG. 6. Angular scattering diagram for 1.099-p diameter.
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FIG. 7. Square root of the photo-
current power spectrum: particle
diameter 0.088 p, .

FREQUENCY C
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5. FREQUENCY SPECTRA

The series expansion (13) provides a full expression
for the power spectrum of the light scattered at a given
angle. All terms besides the first ma, y be safely omitted
in our case, since the parameter y =K'D/P in the power
expansion is of the order of 10 '. In this diGusion ap-
proximation the Lorentzian line emerges. Since line-
widths of a few cps are expected, very-high-resolution
techniques are required.

We have used the self-beat technique. ' This technique
permits a knowledge of the spectrum Iq(co) of the scat-
tered light from the knowledge of the spectral distri-
bution I2(a&) of the fluctua, tions in the output of a,

photodetector collecting light within a coherence are a."
I~(~) and I2(co) are the Fourier transforms of the corre-
lation function of the Geld and of the intensity Quctu-
ations, respectively, i.e.,

Ig(co) = dt e '"'(E*(0) E(t)),

I2(co)= dh e '"'(~6 (E0) ~'~6E(t) ~')

where 8L»'= E (E). For Gaussian proc—esses, the second
correlation function is equal to the square of the Grst, "
hence the two frequency spectra, are rdated by a con-

"This is not necessary in these measurements. In fact, working
in a region larger than a coherence area means only adding a
further dc contribution, i.e., increasing the 8 function centered
at zero frequency. However, the limitation. becomes necessary
when measuring photocount statistics.

2~ M. C. Wang and C. E. Uhlenbeck, Rev. Mod. Phys. 17, 329
(1954).

volution formula"

Ig, (a)) = I&(~')I&(~—~') d~' . (16)

Equation (16) means in practice that the spectra, 1

density at ~ is the sum of all the beats between spectra, l
components at optical frequencies di6ering by an
amount co. One may easily verify that if I&(&o) is a,

Lorentzian centered at the frequency coo,with a line-
width Era, then I2(a&) is also a Lorentzian, but centered
at zero frequency and with a linewidth 22 co. The output
voltage from a, wave analyzer with a full-wave bridge,
as used in our measurements, is proportional to the
square root of I2(o&), hence a, square root of a Lorentzian
is expected as a direct result of the measurement.
Beside being simpler, the self-beat technique is more
suitable than the heterodyne technique when measuring
lines of a few cps in width, since the factor 2 between the
linewidths of I2(or) and I&(&o) can be extremely useful
when working at the limit of the wave-analyzer
resolution.

The linewidth (half-width at half-height) of the
scattered light, as given by formula (14), is Aa&=I» 'D
and from this one obtains the following numerical
formula for its dependence on the scattering angle

Av = $49 sin'(~~@)/d j, (17)

where we have used the Bragg condition E=2kosin2$
(ko=2~e/Xo) and the relation Dk~ /T3mdg (d being

28 The self-beat technique provides a complete description only
for the case of a Gaussian field. For a scattered field, the Gaussian
nature can be taken for granted, as an obvious consequence of the
central limit theorem, whenever one deals with linear scattering
processes from uncorrelated scatterers. Direct experimental
evidence of the Gaussian character of the scattered field is dis-
cussed in the following section.
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61ters, and a dimensional factor to translate from GeM

intensity to "photon" numbers.

The relation (18) has been given a quantum-mechani-
cal treatment by Glauber" and by Kelley and Kleiner. "
Ke summarize here the main r|;suits. Let us write the
fieM operator in a given cavity of volume V in an ortho-
normal-mode expansion (we consider for simplicity a
single polarization and use niks units);

E(r,t) =i P (tuog/2eoV)'t'

XLag(t) pa(r) —ai'(t)tip*(r) j, (19)

where p~(r)/gV are a complete orthonormal set of
cavity eigenfunctions. Then we use the "coherent state"
representation, i.e., we take the expectation value over
the complete space of the eigenstates of the annihilation
operators de6ned by"

akl~i, ~~,",ak, " &—=a.
l {~~}&=~~I {~~}& (2o)

~0,2

X

8
0.1

f l I

5 10 8
NUM8ER OF PHOTOP&=KTROMS

In this way we obtain a relation similar to Eq. (18),
where now the weight function is Glauber's P({nI,}),
which appears as a weight function in the diagonal
representation of the field density operator

I {.})({ }IP({ }){~ ' }, (21)

p(n) =— (s In I'T)"e '~ ~'rp(n) d'n,
lt (22)

which appears formally identical to the classical
relation (18).
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where {d'nI,}stands for gi d(Rem~)d(Immy). In general
we should write a relation between photocount and
field distributions such as Eq. (17.35) of Ref. 15 to take
into account the multimode structure of the 6eld.
However, limiting ourselves for simplicity to a, single
mode, and introducing a new coefhcient s for quantum
e%ciency and attenua, tion, we obtain

I'ro. 11. Example of a photocount distribution as obtained
performing measurements within a coherence area and a coherence
time.

This relation permits us to know the statistical dis-
tribution P(n) of a field once the photocount distribu-
tion p(e) has been measured. A similar relation can be
found between the joint 6eld distribution for two dif-
ferent times and a joint photocount distribution. "
This way of investigating is more general than the use
of relations between ensemble averages, such as Eq. (4),
which relates the first-order correlation functions of the
scattered held and of the scattering medium.

When we apply these considerations to the Geld
scattered by Brownian particles, since the statistical
properties of the incident laser 6eld are already known,
the measured distributions of the scattered field yield
information on the properties of the medium.

The conditions under which we perform measure-
ments on a single mode must be speciGed. From a spatial
point of view, each scattered mode is isolated on the
detector when the aperture of the detector is smaller
than a coherence area 2, de6ned by

g,& (gR/X) 2, (23)

10—
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Pro. 10. Theoretical and experimental values of linewidths of the
photocurrent power spectrum (full width at half-height).

d being the maximum size of the scattering region on a.

direction orthogonal to the scattered direction k„and
R the distance between the scatterer and the photo-
detector (this relation holds when R is much larger
than the size of the scatterer). From a temporal point
of view, Geld amplitudes for the scattered mode are
correlated within a coherence time r, depending on the
correlation time of the density Quctuations in the scat-
tering medium, We already know from the experiments
of Sec. 5 the value of this relaxation time z,.Therefore,
it is easy to choose times much shorter thin r„so that
the 6eld measurements correspond to an "instan-
taneous" sampling over an ensemble distribution.
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TAv, .r.z I. Data obtained by photocoun. t
measurements (see Fig. 11).

For each run we have calculated the reduced second
factorial moment

Particle diameter (p) 1.088 0.796
H2 L{1——(e—1))/(I)'j —1, (26)

Total count number
Mean value
Variance
II2

55.226 121.475 87.921 60.050 83.876
0.763 1.489 1.754 1.294 1.820
1.328 3.580 4.695 2.881 4.976
0.97 0.95 0.94 0.94 0.955

Within these experimental limitations, the photocount
distributions are given by the relation (22).

It is readily apparent, by the central limit theorem
{the reasoning is very classical and was first made by
Lord Rayleigh; see Ref. 11), that scattering of a co-
herent 6eld from uncorrelated scatterers gives rise to a
Gaussian 6eld distribution for each scattered mode,
i.e., denoting by (eI,) the photon number in the Eth
mode, the Glauber I' function for that mode is given by

P(u~) = exp— (24)
X

gpss

Sly

The associated photocount distribution, taken in the
above mentioned experimental conditions, is given by a
Hose-Einstein, or geometric, distribution

1 {nr) )"
P(I) =—

1+(e,) 1+(~,)i
where (nr) is the average number of photoelectrons
detected in the time T.

We could in the same way write a relation for the
joint photocount distribution, as we have done in Ref.
13. However, as discussed there, for this case of linear
scattering the same information is already furnished

by the frequency measurements. We therefore limit
our experiments to erst-order distribution functions.

The experimental arrangement for photocount
measurements has already been described in Ref. 12,
to which we refer the reader for details. Here we add
only that the thermal noise contribution from the
photocathode is reduced to a negligible value by an
electronic diaphragm, which consists in giving a negative
potential to the focusing electrode between the cathode
and the erst dynode of the 56 AVP phototube, thus
reducing the effective photocathode surface to only
1 mm' Use has been made of the nonlinear method" ",
i.e., we have standardized the ouptut pulses from.

the photomultiplier, thus avoiding statistical
spreading due to fluctuations in the multiplication
process. This has been possible because the coherence
times r. are so long that we can safely use measuring
intervals T much larger than the dead time of the
nonlinear circuit which performs the standardization
(about 10 nsec). Experimental results are reported in

Table I for spheres of diameter 1.088 and 0.79 p, . An
example is shown graphically in Fig. 11.

which goes from 1 for a Bose distribution to 0 for a
Poisson distribution. We note from Table I that our
measurements agree with the theoretical expectations
within a few percent. The residual error cannot be
attributed either to the aperture of the observation
system (since this was much smaller than a coherence
area) or to the measuring time. Furthermore the photo-
count technique has already been tested"" and is
known to give no errors besides the expected uncertainty
due to the Gnite count number, and this uncertainty is
negligible in the case of the actual numbers used in our
experiments. We suppose that a small non-Gaussian
contribution could arise from multiple scattering. In
fact, while the "primary interaction" volume is small
and its size is limited by the beam diameter, the
"secondary interaction" volume over which multiple
scattering is effective extends to the whole cell and
must be a,ssociated with coherence areas much smaller
than the phototube aperture, thus introducing an
uncorrela, ted contribution.

'T. CONCLUSIONS

The results may be divided into three parts. By
working at a density of scattering centers such that
neither van der Waals correlations nor multiple scat-
tering processes have any inhuence, we have exploited
the absence of a "two-particle" density correla, tion
function to measure the angula, r distributions corre-
sponding to the light sca, ttered by a single particle.

Then, by the joint use of photocount distributions and
frequency measurements, we have shown the validity
of the Ma, rkov approximation for the scattered EM
field, that is, both a Gaussian ensemble distribution
and a single-exponential correlation function.

The results we have found are in good agreement with
the existing theoretical treatments. "'""The tech-
niques we have used, however, may open the way to
similar joint measurements on more complicated scat-
tering media, , such as those in which the presence of
long-range correla, tions or nonlinear phenomena de-
stroys the Ga,ussian character of the ensemble distribu-
tion, or those in which the presence of more than one
relaxation time gives a non-Lorentzian frequency
profile.
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